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Commission Membership

Seven (7) members appointed “at large” by 
the Board of Supervisors, with at least two 
members representing established historical 
organizations.
The Commissioners are:
• Rigoli, Jacob (Chairperson)
• Mitchell, Randy (Vice-Chairperson)
• Barrett, Jeannette
• Berry, Keith
• Manwaring, Sean
• Owens, Dee
• Williams, Joseph El Dorado Western Railroad (EDWRR), 

preserving our railroad history. 
Photo Credit: Mountain Democrat photo by Noel Stack
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What we do:

• Create and support a vision for 
the EDCHM

• Recommend museum policies

• Recommend to accept or 
reject artifact donations

• Make strategic planning 
recommendations

• Make budget and funding 
recommendations

• Represent the museum 
externally

• Advocate for the museum

Wheelbarrow made by JM Studebaker on display at the EDCHM. By 1855, 
“Wheelbarrow Johnny”’s wheelbarrows were fetching $10 each, enabling 
him to amass savings amounting to $3,000.
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Celebrations since 
our last meeting:

1. Expanded days and hours
2. Cleanup of the facility 

inside and outside 
(ongoing)

3. 600+ items documents in 
Catalog IT, and growing

4. 2 new volunteers
5. Enablement of 12+ 

community activities 
Driving up the steps of the El Dorado County Courthouse on Main 
Street in Placerville. Gertrude Kirk and her father in a Model T circa 
1913-5. They owned dealerships in Placerville. 26-0631 A 4 of 28



Meg Gifford, author 
and descendent of 

El Dorado County 
Sheriff, James 

Madison Anderson 
(1886-90), presents to 
a sold-out audience 

at the IOOF on the 
last legal hangings in 

El Dorado County. 

Meg’s research, and 
this EDCHS 

community event, 
were supported in 

part by the EDCHM. 26-0631 A 5 of 28



Kathleen Young, 
directing the actors 

at the 2025 Save-
the-Graves 

community event in 
the Placerville Union 

Cemetery. 

Research performed 
at EDCHM 

supported and 
enabled this 

community event. 
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Commissioner 
Manwaring in top 

hat, supporting the 
EDCHS walking 

history tour.

Research performed 
at EDCHM 

supported and 
enabled this 

community event.

It was so popular,  
there was a waitlist!
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EDCHS President, Jill 
Kearney, and F&T 

Museum Manager, 
Heather Burnett, 

lead a March 
walking tour about 

1860s Placerville 
Main Street 
Merchants. 

Research performed 
at EDCHM 

supported and 
enabled this 

community event. 26-0631 A 8 of 28



Thanks to the 
Veerkamp family 

and research 
performed at the 

EDCHSM, the 
Historical Society 

was able to 
support native 

resident Phil Berry’s 
presentation on El 

Dorado County 
logging. 
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Thanks to the 
EDCHSM, EDWRR, 
and the Historical 
Society, residents 
and tourists to El 
Dorado County 

were treated to a 
ride on the 

restored railway.

26-0631 A 10 of 28



The EDCHS launched 
a new exhibit at the 
Fountain & Tallman 

Museum showcasing 
the history of the 

now-lost Chinatown 
in Placerville.

Artifacts were 
loaned from the 

EDCHM to create 
this exhibit.
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Upcoming Goals/Workplan:
We’re ready to do more for the Community and the Supervisors.

● Supervisor Goals: We’re focused on 
supporting the Supervisors' core goals 
and the Library Administration. 

● Economic Growth: We can significantly 
grow community engagement and drive 
new tourism revenue for El Dorado 
County.

● Call to Action: Let’s build a plan that 
serves our County residents and boosts 
the county’s economy.

Teenage tourists (Jak and Alex) from Ohio touring the 
EDCHM in front of the M.T. Kelly replica store display.26-0631 A 12 of 28



Opportunities to better serve El Dorado 
County Citizens and Tourists

1. Signage
2. Increase social media & advertising presence: 

*did you know that….
3. Educational programs
4. Partnerships with museums and non-profits
5. Digitization
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With your additional support, we 
can make this happen!

VISION STATEMENT: 
The El Dorado County Historical Museum will be a 
nationally recognized leader in preserving and 
interpreting the complete, diverse history and 
cultures of El Dorado County.
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Backup images and slides follow
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Research performed at 
EDCHM has supported 
and enabled 5 years of 

Save-the-Graves 
performances, 

attended by over 3000 
community members!
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The EDCHS presents 
its annual 

preservation award 
to the Federated 

Church for fully 
restoring the historic 

ME Church.

Research 
performed at 

EDCHM supported 
and enabled this 

community event.
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From the EDCHM Collection. 
James M Anderson was El Dorado County’s Surveyor and tax 
collector and sheriff in the late 1800s, and the first to create a 
survey of Yosemite Valley in 1883. 26-0631 A 25 of 28



  

The EDCHS 
launches a new 

exhibit at the 
Fountain & Tallman 

Museum 
showcasing the 
history of winter 

sports in El Dorado 
County.

Artifacts were 
loaned from the 

EDCHM to create 
this exhibit.
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Commissioners 
Manwaring and 

Rigoli and members 
of the EDCHS 

facilitate a $10K 
grant to the 

Federated Church 
to restore the 1851-3 

M.E. Church 
building.

Research 
performed at 

EDCHM supported 
and enabled the 

grant application to 
be created. 26-0631 A 27 of 28



  

The George 
Wheeldon exhibit in 

the historic post 
office on Main 

Street on Placerville 
was opened by the 

non-profit 
organization El 

Dorado Gold 1848 
thanks to a loan of 
El Dorado County 
minerals from the 

EDCHSM.
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Good morning, Supervisors. Our County Historical Museum collection dates back 88 years, and this Commission has served you for over half a century (1973). Today, we aren't just looking at the past; we want to also review how we can help to build our County’s future.
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Commission Membership

Seven (7) members appointed “at large” by the Board of Supervisors, with at least two members representing established historical organizations.

The Commissioners are:

Rigoli, Jacob (Chairperson)

Mitchell, Randy (Vice-Chairperson)

Barrett, Jeannette

Berry, Keith

Manwaring, Sean

Owens, Dee

Williams, Joseph

El Dorado Western Railroad (EDWRR), preserving our railroad history. 

Photo Credit: Mountain Democrat photo by Noel Stack











We are a seven-member body appointed by you. We represent the public and established historical organizations, often holding leadership roles in other community nonprofits. We are your eyes and ears in the community.



I’d like to introduce my fellow commissioners:

Randy Mitchell, Vice-Chairperson

Jeannette Barrett, former chair and current Commissioner

Dee Owens

Keith Berry

Sean Manwaring

Joseph Williams





What we do:

Create and support a vision for the EDCHM

Recommend museum policies

Recommend to accept or reject artifact donations

Make strategic planning recommendations

Make budget and funding recommendations

Represent the museum externally

Advocate for the museum



Wheelbarrow made by JM Studebaker on display at the EDCHM. By 1855, “Wheelbarrow Johnny”’s wheelbarrows were fetching $10 each, enabling him to amass savings amounting to $3,000.









We advise on policy, curate donations, and advocate for the museum’s relevance.

How can this bridge be used more effectively to drive your strategic goals?
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Celebrations since our last meeting:

Expanded days and hours

Cleanup of the facility inside and outside (ongoing)

600+ items documents in Catalog IT, and growing

2 new volunteers

Enablement of 12+ community activities 

Driving up the steps of the El Dorado County Courthouse on Main Street in Placerville. Gertrude Kirk and her father in a Model T circa 1913-5. They owned dealerships in Placerville.











But I’m getting ahead of myself. First, we’d like to commend Administrator Lovell and his team for making the Museum a focus this past year. In collaboration with other groups including the Historical Society, the Library Administration has enabled the museum to be open for a full year. 🎉And in the 6 months since we last met, the museum has accomplished all of the following…



The commission would like to show you the impact that reopening the museum has had on the community through photos of events and accomplishments that were enabled because those individuals or groups could access the museum.
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Meg Gifford, author and descendent of El Dorado County Sheriff, James Madison Anderson (1886-90), presents to a sold-out audience at the IOOF on the last legal hangings in El Dorado County. 



Meg’s research, and this EDCHS community event, were supported in part by the EDCHM.













Five years of meticulous research–much of it at our museum– led to this sold-out program on local legal history. Meg Rawls, great grand daughter of El Dorado County Sheriff, James Madison Anderson, shared a powerful historical retrospective on the last legal hangings in El Dorado County (1888 and 1889). This example shows how our archives turn "dusty records" into "sold-out audiences"
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Kathleen Young, 

directing the actors at the 2025 Save-the-Graves community event in the Placerville Union Cemetery. 



Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled this community event. 















Our County Museum’s research has also powered the annual Save-the-Graves performances, bringing together over 3,000 local residents to date. It raised over $40K to preserve and protect our County’s cemeteries. Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled all 6 years of Save-the-Graves performance. This example is our strongest proof of concept insofar as the economic impact that our historical museum can potentially have for our county. Our history is a sustaining economic engine benefitting our cemeteries.
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Commissioner Manwaring in top hat, supporting the EDCHS walking history tour.



Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled this community event.



It was so popular,  there was a waitlist!











Commissioner Manwaring in top hat, is shown here giving a walking history tour. This picture was taken in the beautiful backyard of the Seasons Bed & Breakfast on Bedford Avenue. 
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EDCHS President, Jill Kearney, and F&T Museum Manager, Heather Burnett, lead a March walking tour about 1860s Placerville Main Street Merchants. 



Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled this community event.



It was so popular,  there was a waitlist!











These tours happen monthly and they are so popular they have waitlists. By supporting the Historical Society with research, we are putting "boots on the ground" in downtown Placerville, benefiting local merchants. If you haven’t taken one of the new walking tours from the EDCHS, you should sign up!
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Thanks to the Veerkamp family and research performed at the EDCHSM, the Historical Society was able to support native resident Phil Berry’s presentation on El Dorado County logging. 











Historical logging in El Dorado County was defined by massive industrial efforts, utilizing extensive narrow-gauge railroads and innovative cable systems (such as the Pino Grande aerial tramway) to transport timber from the Sierra Nevada to mills in Camino and Diamond Springs. Major operations, including the Michigan-California Lumber Company and Diamond & Caldor Railway, ran from the late 19th century until the mid-20th century. If it weren’t for the generosity of the Veerkamp family, this event might not have happened!
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Thanks to the EDCHSM, EDWRR, and the Historical Society, residents and tourists to El Dorado County were treated to a ride on the restored railway.











The EDWRR is a "living resource" that strengthens tourism and community pride.
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The EDCHS launched a new exhibit at the Fountain & Tallman Museum showcasing the history of the now-lost Chinatown in Placerville.



Artifacts were loaned from the EDCHM to create this exhibit.











We are committed to interpreting the "complete, diverse history" of our county.

A loan of Museum artifacts enabled the first exhibit showcasing the "now-lost Chinatown" in Placerville.
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Upcoming Goals/Workplan:

We’re ready to do more for the Community and the Supervisors.

Supervisor Goals: We’re focused on supporting the Supervisors' core goals and the Library Administration. 

Economic Growth: We can significantly grow community engagement and drive new tourism revenue for El Dorado County.

Call to Action: Let’s build a plan that serves our County residents and boosts the county’s economy.



Teenage tourists (Jak and Alex) from Ohio touring the EDCHM in front of the M.T. Kelly replica store display.









Even teenagers from Ohio are finding value in our historical museum. But we must ask: how do we transition from "accidental tourists" to a "strategic tourism destination"? We’ve shown you the parts: the grants, the waitlisted history tours, the $40k raised for our cemeteries. Now let’s look at the whole: the Museum as a driver of economic vitality.



Opportunities to better serve El Dorado County Citizens and Tourists

Signage

Increase social media & advertising presence: *did you know that….

Educational programs

Partnerships with museums and non-profits

Digitization









We see immediate needs in signage, advertising, and educational programs. We aren't asking for a blank check; we are asking for a seat at the table to build a plan that serves residents and boosts the county’s economy.

13



With your additional support, we can make this happen!

VISION STATEMENT: 

The El Dorado County Historical Museum will be a nationally recognized leader in preserving and interpreting the complete, diverse history and cultures of El Dorado County.









Our vision is for El Dorado County to be a nationally-recognized leader in history and culture. Our history and culture are our county’s greatest "natural resources." Thank you again for the opportunity be with you today. My fellow commissioners and I would be happy to take any questions at this time.
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Backup images and slides follow











15



Train carrying logs
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historical photo, monther with child 
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Research performed at EDCHM has supported and enabled 5 years of Save-the-Graves performances, attended by over 3000 community members!











Our County Museum’s research has also powered the annual Save-the-Graves performances, bringing together over 3,000 local residents to date. The 6th annual event took place this weekend and some of you may have been there, or know of it. It raised over $40K to preserve and protect our County’s cemeteries. Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled all 6 years of Save-the-Graves performance.
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Commissioners Manwaring and Rigoli, and Library Staff Jordan, cleaning up the yard in front of the blacksmith grounds at the museum.











Commissioners Manwaring and Rigoli, and Library Staff Jordan, cleaning up the yard in front of the blacksmith grounds at the museum.
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Doug Veerkamp Tractor Museum













2026. At the Doug Veerkamp Tractor Museum.
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Period actors, Christmas, 











Christmas, 2025. At the Bee-Bennett mansion.
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Period actors, christmas













Christmas, 2025. At the Bee-Bennett mansion.
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Local author
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Preservation award to Federated Church

The EDCHS presents its annual preservation award to the Federated Church for fully restoring the historic ME Church.



Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled this community event.
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James Anderson historic letter 1800s

From the EDCHM Collection. 

James M Anderson was El Dorado County’s Surveyor and tax collector and sheriff in the late 1800s, and the first to create a survey of Yosemite Valley in 1883.
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Historic ski photo

The EDCHS launches a new exhibit at the Fountain & Tallman Museum showcasing the history of winter sports in El Dorado County.



Artifacts were loaned from the EDCHM to create this exhibit.











Or if you happen to be in downtown Placerville, then stop into the Fountain & Tallman museum on Main Street, which is operated by the Historical Society. Thanks to a generous loan from the El Dorado County Historical Museum, the F&T launched a seasonal exhibit about the history of winter sports in El Dorado County. This 1931 photo is from the EDCHM collection.
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Federated Church restored photo

Commissioners Manwaring and Rigoli and members of the EDCHS facilitate a $10K grant to the Federated Church to restore the 1851-3 M.E. Church building.



Research performed at EDCHM supported and enabled the grant application to be created.











Access to the County Museum indirectly helped secure a $10,000 grant to restore the 1851-3 Methodist Church, showing that research at our Museum can translate directly into preservation funding. Built in 1851-3, the M.E. (Methodist Episcopal) Church is a California state historic landmark that holds a special place in El Dorado County's heritage. It served as a center of religious and community life in the earliest days of the Gold Rush, and its significance as a symbol of the region's past endures to this day.
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George Wheeldon exhibit

The George Wheeldon exhibit in the historic post office on Main Street on Placerville was opened by the non-profit organization El Dorado Gold 1848 thanks to a loan of El Dorado County minerals from the EDCHSM.
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