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1.0 INTRODUCTION

.1 INTRODUCTION AND REGULATORY GUIDANCE

This document is an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared pursuant to the
Cdlifornia Environmental Quality Act [CEQA) for the proposed Western Slope Animat Shelter
{"Project” or "project”). Aninitial study is conducted by a lead agency to determine if a project
may have a significant effect on the environment. In accordance with the State CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15064, an environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if the initial
study indicates that the proposed project under review may have a potentially significant
impact on the environment. A negative declaration may be prepared instead, if the lead
agency prepares a written statement describing the reasons why a proposed project would not
have a significant effect on the environment, and, therefore, why it does not require the
preparation of an EIR (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15371). According to State CEQA

Guidelines Section 15070, a negative declaration shall be prepared for a project subject to
CEQA when either:

a) The initial study shows there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before

the agency, that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the
environment, or

b} The initial study identified potentially significant effects, but:

(1) Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant
before the proposed negative declaration is released for public review would avoid

the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no significant effects
would occur, and

(2) There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that
the proposed project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.

If revisions are adopted into the proposed project in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15070(b). a mitigated negative declaration is prepared.

1.2 LEAD AGENCY

The lead agency is the public agency with primary responsibility over a proposed project.
Where two or more public agencies will be involved with a project, State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15051 provides criteria for identifying the lead agency. In accordance with State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15051 (b) (1), “the lead agency will normally be the agency with general
governmental powers, such as a city or county, rather than an agency with a single or limited

purpose.” Based on these criteria, Bl Dorado County (County) will serve as lead agency for the
proposed project.

1.3 PURPOSE AND DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION

The purpose of this initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration is to evaluate the potential
environmental impacts of the proposed project.

This document is divided into the following sections:

1.0 Introduction - Provides an infroduction and describes the purpose and organization of this
document;

El Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

10-1235 7D 5 of 96



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

10-1235 7D 6 of 96



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 PROJECT LOCATION

The proposed project is located south of the intersection of Pleasant Valley Road and Mother
Lode Drive in the community of &l Dorado, which is located in the unincorporated area of
western El Dorado County (see Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2).

The project site (APN 331-620-01 and 331-620-02) is owned by El Dorado County and is adjacent
to privately held lands. Slate Creek borders the southern end of the site, while the remaining
surrounding land uses are low-density residential and commercial. The General Plan land use
designation for the subject property is Rural Residential (RR) and Commercial {C). The zoning
designation for the parcel is Residential Agriculture 20-acre {RA-20) and General Commercial
(CG). The land west of the site is designated as High-Density Residential and Industrial. Land use
designations to the south and east include Rural Residential and High-Density Residential and
Rural Residential. Land uses within the vicinity of the project site include a storage facility and
CDF Fire Station (0.33 mile south}, and various other commercial facilities and private residences.

2.2 PROJECT PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

The goal of the proposed project is to construct and operate an animal control facility for the
western slope of El Dorado County. The proposed project would replace the existing Western
Slope Animal Shelter currently located in Placerville. The facility will provide the County and its

residents with improved animal control facilities intended to facilitate improved adoption and
animal recovery rates.

2.3 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

Key elements of the main building would consist of space to house animals, office space,
together with an area for the public to interact with animals available for adoption. Additional
outbuildings and fencing will be constructed for the housing of larger livestock, together with a
fenced area for an outdoor exercise area for dogs and a dog park available for public use.

The facility would provide good public access with state of the art technology. The animal
shelter would be operated by the El Dorado County, Public Health Department, and Animal
Control Division. The overall impression of the facility would be that of a community center with
areas designed to encourage bonding between animals and those intending to adopt. The
facility would provide good access to the public which would enhance adoption, allow for easy
redemption of lost animals and encourage volunteer assistance in working with the animais. The
proposed facility would be one story high, with an architectural design that blends in with the

surroundings. The facility would include a crematorium that would operate one to two times per
week.

Water and Sewer services would be provided by the El Dorado Irigation District. Utilities {phone,
electric, gas, etc) would connect to the project site from Pleasant Valley Road and would run
underground within the right of way of the proposed access road. The project will utilize the
existing natural drainage features on the site in addition to the construction of natural detention

facilities that utilize best management practices (BMPS) to filter constituents and other pollutants
from storm water runoff.

The project would require the removal of the existing barn on the property. In addition to the
15,000 square foot main building, the site improvements would include outbuildings, together
with field fencing for livestock and parking areas for both staff and visitors. The project includes

El Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INIMAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Less Than-
Significant:.
Potentially:-.. withe - LessThan -
Significant: - Mitigatione-.  Significant::
Impact Incorporated *  Impact: No Impact:

3.1 AESTHETICS Would the project:

4)  Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vistal 0 O

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway!{

or quality of the site and its surroundings{

d)  Create a new source of substantial light or glare
that would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the areal

X X K X
o 0O 0O O

U
¢} Substantially degrade the existing visual character 0
O

(|
O
g

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The project site is located on a south-trending slope with hills to the east and west.
Approximately 600 feet south of Pleasant Valley Road, the site includes vegetation such as
annual grasslands and mixed oak woodlands. Surrounding land uses to the north consist of
commercial uses such as the nearby storage facility. A dirt road runs south and southwest from
Pleasant Valley Road to the northeastemn corner of the project site. Slate Creek delineates the
southern boundary of the site. Slopes and vegetation on the site shield views of the majority of
the project site from the surounding areas. Due to the natural topography and existing
vegetative screening, the project site is not visible from the surrounding area.

DiSCUSSION OF IMPACTS
a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?2

Less than Significant. Scenic vistas include natural features such as topography, water
courses, rock outcrops, natural vegetation and man-made alterations to the landscape. As
described above, the project site and surrounding vicinity is vegetated with scrub oak trees
and low-growing grasses and shrubs. The project site does not contain unique visual
features that would distinguish this site from the surrounding forested area and is not located
within a designated scenic vista. Slate Creek forms the southern border of the project site. In
addition, there are no distinct or distinguishing rock features.

Construction of the proposed project may require the removal of trees from the project site
(See Appendix A- Arborist Report). While the project site is largely covered with ook trees,
there are also sporadic coniferous trees located throughout the site. The project site and
associated facilities have been designed and located so that the majority of oak trees
would be retained, thereby preserving the existing visual character of the site. The project
would be designed to protect the minimum required percentage of canopy as outlined in
the General Plan (Policy 7.4.4.4). Trees and vegetation around the perimeter of the project
site would largely be retained to provide a visual buffer between the project site and the
surrounding land uses. As a result, the project is anticipated to have a less than significant
impact on a scenic vista.

Westemn Slope Animal Shelter £/ Dorado County
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration September 2006
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3.0 INImAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Less Than:-
Significant:
Potentially- withi: Less Than.-
Significant:  Mitigation - Significant:
Impact . Incorporated: impact: No Impact:

3.2 AGRICULTURE RESOURCES in determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
Model (1997), prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing
impacts on agriculture and farmland. Would the project:

4} Convert Prime Farmiand, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 0

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of O a &
the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?
h)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use,
or a Williamson Act contract? 0 u a &

¢ Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location or 0 ] 0 =
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to
non-agricuitural use?

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The project site is located in El Dorado County in the community of El Dorado. The surounding

project area consists of commercial development that has not been historically used for
agricultural operations.

DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmiand, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmiand

Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
useg

No Impact. No agricultural resources or agricultural operations exist within or adjacent to
the project area. Implementation of the proposed project would not convert any Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmiand or Farmland of Statewide importance. There is no impact.

b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Wiliamson Act
contract?

No Impact. No land zoned for agricultural uses exists within or adjacent to the project area.
The proposed project would not disrupt agricuttural activities, and does not conflict with
existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract.

Western Slope Animal Shelter £/ Dorade County
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration September 2006
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3.0 INIMAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Less Than::
Significant:
Potentially: with:: Less Than:
Significant.  Mitigation= Significant::
Impact:- Incorporated: - Impace: No Impact:

33 AIR QUALITY  Where .available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality

management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations.
Would the project:

4 Confiict with or obstruct implementation of the 0
applicable air quality plan?

X t O

by Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air D ) M 0O
quality violation?

¢} Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is in non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality O X N O
standard (including releasing emissions that
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors){

d)  Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 0
pollutant concentrations¢

e} Create objectionable odors affecting a
substantial number of people?

d
g
X
O

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

CLIMATE AND METEOROLOGY

The project site is located in the western portion of the Mountain Counties Air Basin (Basin) of
California, an approximately 11,000-square-mile area encompassing Plumas, Sierra, Nevada,
Amador, Calaveras, Tuolumne, and Mariposa counties, in addition to the western slope of El
Dorado County and the central portion of Placer County. The majority of the Basin is located in
the northern Siera Nevada with the western boundary of the basin extending into the
Sacramento Valley. The project site lies within the jurisdiction of the El Dorado County Air Quality
Management District (EDCAQMD).

The general climate of the Basin varies considerably with elevation and proximity to mountains.
The terrain features of the Basin make it possible for various climates to exist within the general
area. The pattern of mountains and hills is primarily responsible for the wide variations of rainfall,
temperatures, and localized winds that occur throughout the region. Temperature variations
have an important influence on basin wind flow, dispersion along mountain ridges, vertical
mixing, and photochemistry. The Siera Nevada receives large amounts of precipitation from
storms moving over the continent from the Pacific Ocean. Precipitation in the Basin is highly
variable, depending on elevation and location. Areas in the eastern portion of the Basin, with
relatively high elevations, receive the most precipitation. Precipitation levels decline toward the
western areas of the Basin. Climates vary from alpine in the high elevations of the eastern areas
to more arid at the western edge of the Basin.

Western Slope Animal Shelter £l Dorado County
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration September 2006
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

Various local, regional, state, and federal government agencies share the responsibility for air
quality management in El Dorado County. At the local level, the EDCAQMD adopts and
enforces requiations to control emissions from stationary sources. At the state level, the
California Air Resources Board {CARB) sets emission standards for motor vehicles and oversees
the actions of dall air districts in the state in their efforts to control stationary sources emissions.
Together, CARB and the air districts have the responsibility for attaining and maintaining the
national and state ambient air quality standards. The air districts and CARB work jointly with the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) to develop and implement the State
Implementation Plan, or SIP, which is designed to achieve and maintain federal ambient air
quality standards. The US EPA has authority under federal law to step in if state authorities do
not meet their obligations in this regard. Local Councils of Governments, county transportation
agencies, cities and counties, and various nongovernmental organizations are also involved in
efforts to improve air quality through a variety of programs. These programs include the
adoption of regulations and policies, as well as implementation of extensive education and
public outreach programs (EDCAQMD 2002}.

Air Quality Standards

Ambient air quality is described in terms of compliance with state and national standards.
Ambient air quality standards are the level of air pollutant concentration considered safe to
protect the public health and welfare. These standards are designed to protect people most
sensifive to respiratory distress, such as asthmatics, the elderly, very young children, people
already weakened by other disease or illness, and persons engaged in strenuous work or
exercise. National Ambient Air Quality Standards {NAAQS) were originally established by the US
EPA in 1971 for six air poliution constituents. The NAAQS have been periodically revised since
1971. States have the option to add other pollutants, to require more stringent compliance, or

to include different exposure periods. California Ambient Air Quality Standards {CAAQS) and
NAAQS are listed in Table 3.3-1.

Criteria Pollutants

Criteria pollutants are those pollutants for which state or federal ambient air quality standards
have been adopted. These pollutants and their health effects are described below.
Applicable ambient air quality standards are summarized in Table 3.3-1.

Ozone

Ozone (Os) is a colorless gas with a pungent odor that causes eye irritation and impairment of
respiratory function. Ozone is a secondary poliutant, meaning that it is formed in the
atmosphere as a result of the interaction of ultraviolet light, reactive organic gases, and
nitrogen oxides (NOx). ROG is composed of non-methane hydrocarbons. NOx is made of
different chemical combinations of nitrogen and oxygen, mainly nitrogen oxide (NO) and
nitrogen dioxide {NO2}. Motor vehicles are the primary source of VOC and NOx.

Carbon Monoxide

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odortess, colorless gas that causes a number of health problems
including fatigue, headache, confusion, and dizziness. The incomplete combustion of
petroleum fuels in on-road vehicles is a major cause of CO. CO is also produced during the

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INMAL STUDY CHECKLIST

California 1 National 2
Alr Pollutant- Concentration: Primary (>) Secondary (>>)--
30-day avg calendar quarter calendar quarter
Sulfates 25 pg/m3, 24-hr avg - -
Hydrogen Sulfide 0.03 ppm, 1-hr avg - -
Vinyl Chloride 0.01 ppm, 24-hr avg - -

In sufficient amount to
produce an  extinction
coefficient of 0.23 per
kilometer due to particles
when the relative
Visibility Reducing Particles humidity is less than 70%. - -

7

California standards for ozone, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide (1-hour), suspended particulate matter-PMio visibility
reducing particles, are values that are not to be exceeded. The sulfur dioxide (24-hour), sulfates, lead, hydrogen sulfide, and vinyl
chloride standards are not to be equaled or exceeded,

‘ National standards, other than ozone and those based on annual averages or annual arithmetic means are not to be
exceeded more than once a year. The ozone standard is attained when the expected number of days per calendar year with
maximum hourly average concentrations above the standard is equal to or less than one.

! Based on newly established 8-hour EPA standard. The 0.12 ppm 1-hour standard will not be revoked in a given area until
that area has achieved 3 consecutive years of air quality data meeting the 1-hour standard.

* Based on newly established 8-hour EPA standard.

ppm - parts per million by volume

uym’ - micrograms per cubic meter

Source: Calitornia Air Resources Board 2005

microns or less in diameter. In July 1997, EPA adopted a new federal ambient air quality
standard for finer particulate matter, particulate matter of 2.5 microns or less in diameter (PMas),
to be used in conjunction with the federal PMig standard.

Sulfur Dioxide and Lead

Sulfur dioxide (SO-), used interchangeably with SOx, is a colorless gas with a pungent, iritating
odor. The major source of SO2 emissions is fuel-buming equipment in which fuel oil and/or coal

are consumed. SOz can cause a number of health problems including aggravation of chronic
obstructive lung disease.

Lead is present in the atmosphere in particulate form. Sources include lead smelters and
industrial operations. The health effects of lead poisoning include loss of appetite, weakness,
apathy, and miscarriage; it can also cause lesions of the neuromuscular and circulatory system.

Toxic Air Contaminants

Toxic air contaminants {TACs) are pollutants that may result in an increase in mortality or serious
iliness or that may pose a present or potential hazard to human health. Health effects of TACs
include cancer, birth defects, neurological damage, damage to the body's natural defense
system, and diseases that lead to death. Since it is not practical to eliminate alt TACs from our
lives, these compounds are regulated through risk management programs. These programs are
designed to ensure that the risk of adverse health effects from exposures to TACs is not

significant.  Toxic air contaminants and regulatory requirements applicable to the proposed
project are summarized below:

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

TABLE 3.3-2
ATTAINMENT STATUS DESIGNATIONS
MOUNTAIN COUNTIES AIR BASIN- EL DORADO COUNTY PORTION

State Designation- Pollutant-- Federal Designation:-

nonattainment ozone - 1 Hour Severe nonattainment
unclassified carbon monoxide unclassified/attainment

nonattainment particulate matter (PMio) unclassified
aftainment nitrogen dioxide attainment
attainment suifur dioxide Jdttainment
attainment sulfates no federal standard
attainment lead (Particulate) no designation
attainment hydrogen sulfide no federal standard
unclassified visibility reducing particulates unclassified

Source: EDCAQMD 2002

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The El Dorado County Air Quality Management District (EDCAQMD) recognizes both qualitative
and quantitative thresholds of significance for air quality.

Qualitative thresholds include:

.

Land use conflicts and exposure of sensitive receptors.
Compliance with District rules and regulations.

Potential to generate nuisance odors.

Quantitative thresholds established by the El Dorado County AQMD are:;

A project results in new direct or indirect emissions of ozone precursors (ROG or NOx)
in excess of 82 pounds per day (lbs/day).

A project will cause or significantly contribute to a violation of the applicable

ambient air quality standard for other criteria pollutants, including carbon monoxide,
PMI0, SO2, and NO2.

For toxic air contaminants (TAC) a lifetime probability of contracting cancer greater
than one in one-million (10 in one-million if Toxic-Best Available Control Technology is
utiized); or the ground level concentration of non-carcinogenic

toxic air
contaminants would result in a Hazard Index of greater than 1,

£/ Dorado County
September 2006

Western Slope Animal Shelter
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

preparation of this initial study, detailed construction information (e.g., type of equipment,
number of pieces of equipment, number of employees, etc.) was not available. Construction-
generated emissions were, fherefore, modeled using the URBEMIS2002 (version 8, 7) computer
program, based on default model input data recommended by the EDCAQMD for similar
construction projects.  Emissions associated with construction of the access road were
calculated using the SMAQMD Road Construction Emissions Model (version 5.1). Estimated daily
emissions of ROG, NOy, and PMio are summarized in Table 3.3-4.

TABLE 3.3-4
SHORT-TERM CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS
Estimated Fueb | Emissions (Ibs/day} t

- Sourcer: Usage: [ T «

~ (gallonsy.¥ - | ROG: -} = NOX: | PMI o
Site Grading? 73 8.0 52.0 8.0
Buiiding Construction? 41 58.7 53.6 2.1
Road Construction * 78 8.0 52.0 4.0
Maximum Daily Emissions: 58.7 53.6 8.0
EDCAQMD Thresholds: 337 82 82 -

1. Fuel usage estimated assuming a conversion factor of 0.066 gal/bhp-hr (SCAQMD 1993).
2. Emissions were calculated using the URBEMIS2002 computer program, based on default model parameters
recommended by the EDCAQMOD.

3. Emissions were calculated using the SMAQMD Road Construction Emissions Model. Assumes roadway length of 1,000

et and maximum of 1.0 acre of disturbance/day. Import/export of soil is not anticipated to be required for construction of
the access road.

As indicated in Table 3.3-4, construction of the proposed facility would generate maximum daily
emissions of approximately 59 lbs/day of ROG, 54 Ibs/day of NOx, and 8 Ibs/day of PMuio.
Estimated construction-generated emissions would not exceed EDCAQMD's significance
thresnolds of 82 lbos/day for ROG and NO.. In addition, based on equipment and number of
employees typically required for similar projects, maximum daily fuel usage for the proposed
project would be approximately 141 gallons per day, or less. Maximum daily fuel usage for the
project is not expected to exceed even the most conservative EDCAQMD screening-level
threshold of 337 gallons per day, assuming pre-1996 equipment.

Based on the modeling conducted, construction activities associated with the proposed project
would not be anticipated to exceed the EDCAQMD's significance thresholds of 82 pounds/day
(Ibs/day) for ROG and NOx and would be considered less than significant. Because estimated
fuel use would not exceed EDCAQMD's screening-level thresholds and in accordance with
EDCAQMD-recommended screening-level methodologies, localized concentrations of
construction-generated exhaust emissions, including emissions of CO and diesel-exhaust PM,
would, likewise, be considered less than significant. However, because the proposed project
does not include EDCAQMD-recommended measures for the control of fugitive dust, the
generation of fugitive dust would be considered potentially significant.

it is also important to note that the project site is located in the foothills of the Siera Nevada
where naturally-occurring asbestos is present in surface deposits of ultramatfic rock {serpentinite).
Airborne entrainment of asbestos may occur from the disturbance of ultramafic rock due to
construction operations such as grading or excavating, as well as vehicle traffic on unpaved
roads. Asbestos is listed as a Toxic Air Contaminant by California ARB and as a Hazardous Air
Pollutant by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The risk of disease is dependent upon

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INIMAL STUDY CHECKLIST

TABLE 3.3-5
LONG-TERM OPERATIONAL EMISSIONS
Emissions (Ibs/day)!-
Source
ROG. NOx

Crematorium? 1.0 2.7
Mobile Sources 2.41 3.86
Area Sources

Natural Gas 0.01 0.10

Landscape Maintenance 0.1 0.00

Architectural Coatings 0.21 -
Total 3.74 6.67
EDCAQMD Thresholds: 82 82

" Area and mobile source emissions were calculated using the URBEMIS2002 computer program, based on
detault model parameters and vehicle trip generation rates obtained from the traffic analysis prepared for this
profect. Emiissions may not sum due to rounding.

* Calculated based on uncontrolled incinerator emission factors derived from U.S. EPA AP-42. 5CC 50100505,
0200505, Includes emissions from natural gas combustion based emission factors derived trom U.S. EPA AP-
42, Table 1.4-2 (07/98). Assumes an average operational period of 8 hours/ay.

Impact Summary

implementation of the proposed project would not result in a long-term increase in emissions
that would exceed EDCAQMD-recommended significance thresholds of significance. However,
the proposed project does not include mitigation measures for the control of fugitive dust
emissions generated during the construction process. Construction-generated emissions of
fugitive dust would, therefore, be considered potentially significant.

Mitigation Measures

MM 3.3.1 All grading activities shall comply with EDCAQMD's Best Management
Practices (BMP's), sufficient to prevent visible emissions beyond the property
fines of the project site, pursuant to EDCAQMD Rule 223. The El Dorado
County AQMD shall be consulted, prior to findlization of the Dust Mitigation
Plan, to ensure that all feasible measures deemed necessary to reduce
project-related impacts to a less-than-significant level have been

incorporated.
Timing/Implementation: Prior to grading or construction activities.
Enforcement/Monitoring: El Dorado County General Services Department

and EDCAQMD.

SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION

Compliance with State and local regulatory requirements would be sufficient to ensure that
airborne concentrations of fugitive dust are reduced to a less-than-significant level.

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The EDCAQMD's primary criterion for
determining whether a project has significant cumulative impacts is whether the project is

consistent with an approved plan or mitigation program. This criterion is applicable to both
the construction and operational phases of a project.

As noted in Impact a), implementation of the proposed project would not result in significant
increases in operational emissions. However, significant increases in emissions of airborne
particulate matter associated with short-term construction activities may occur. Because

the project site is located in an area designated non-attainment for PMio, this impact is
considered potentially significant.

Mitigation Measure

Implement Mitigation Measure 3.3.1.
SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION

The EDCAQMD has determined that implementation of the above mitigation measure would be
sufficient to ensure that airborne concentrations of fugitive dust are reduced to a less-than-
significant level.

d) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. "Sensitive receptors' to air quality issues
are considered residences, schools, parks, hospitals, or other land uses where children or the
elderly congregate, or where outdoor activity is the primary land use. Sensitive receptors
located in the vicinity of the proposed project consist primarily of rural residential dwellings,

the nearest of which is located approximately .34 mile southeast of the proposed project
site.

Short-Term Construction

As noted in Impact a), the proposed project does not include EDCAQMD-recommended
measures for the control of fugitive dust. As a result, short-term construction activities may
result in increased concentrations of airborne particulate matter at nearby sensitive
receptors for brief periods of time. This impact is considered potentially significant.

Long-Term Operation

As discussed in Impacts a)-c) above, implementation of the proposed project would not
result in a significant increase in emissions of criteria air poliutants. The onsite operation of
the proposed crematorium may result in emissions of toxic air contaminants (TACs) resulting
from the incineration process. However, pursuant to EDCAGQMD rules and regulation, all
stationary sources having the potential to emit TACs are required to obtain permits from the
EDCAQMD. Permits may be granted to these operations if they are constructed and
operated in accordance with applicable regulations, including Rule 523 (New Source
Review), and Rule 526 (Toxic New Source Review). In accordance with permitting
requirements, the EDCAQMD evaluates sources to determine potential health-related
impacts and to identify the appropriate control measures to be implemented to ensure
protection of nearby receptors. Given that compliance with applicable standards and
regulations would be required and given the distance to the nearest existing sensitive

El Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Les’ Tha" ) - bk =
Significant:
Potentially: withe Less Thare- .
Significant: Mitigation- Significant:
Impact:- Incorporated- - - impact: No impact:

3.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES Would the project:

4 Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications, on
any species identified as a  candidate,
sensitive, or special-status species in local or D Eﬂ D D
regional plans, policies or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Game
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

by  Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional 0 = 0 0]
plans, policies or regulations, or by the
Cualifornia Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands, as defined by Section 404
of the Clean Water Act (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal O 2 U O
wetlands, etc.), through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption or other means{

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or o o b a
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e} Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree ] X O J
preservation policy or ordinance?

)y Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other O O D =
approved local, regional or state habitat
conservation plan?

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Information necessary for this biological resources analysis was developed through a
combination of literature review, database queries and field/site review. Pacific Municipal
Consultant's biologists conducted pedestrian reconnaissance-level surveys on June 20 and
June 23, 2006 to identify general plant and wildlife species occurring on-site and conducted a
habitat assessment of the project study area (PSA). The PSA includes the entire site for the
Animal Shelter as well as the road easement leading to the site. Field investigations included a
general inspection of the PSA to adequately characterize existing habitat with emphasis on
areas having the potential to support special-status species or critical habitats. Prior to initiating
field surveys, aerial photography was reviewed for potential habitat for the special-status

Western Slope Animal Shelter £l Dorado County
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration September 2006
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species identified from the literature and database search. A species was determined to have
potential to occur in the PSA, if its documented geographic range from the literature and
database search includes the project vicinity and if suitable habitat for the species was
identified within or near the PSA. It should be noted that species-specific protocol level surveys
were not conducted during this survey.

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
Federal

Endangered Species Act

Provisions of the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), as amended (16 USC 1531), protect
federadlly listed threatened and endangered species and their habitats from unlawful take.
“Take" under FESA includes activities such as "harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.” The United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) regulations define harm to include some types of “significant habitat
modification or degradation.” The United States (U.S.) Supreme Court ruled on June 29, 1995,
that "harm” may include habitat modification “..where it actually kills or injures wildlife by
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding or sheltering.”
For projects with a federal nexus, Section 7 of the FESA requires that federal agencies, in
consultation with the USFWS or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Fisheries, use their authorities to further the purpose of FESA and to ensure that their actions are
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or result in destruction or
adverse modification of critical habitat. Section 10{a) (1) (B) aliows non-federal entities to obtain

permits for incidental taking of threatened or endangered species through consultation with
USFWS or NOAA Fisheries.

Clean Water Act, Section 404

The objective of the Clean Water Act {CWA 1977, as amended) is to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation's waters. Discharge of fill material into
“waters of the U.S.." including wetlands, is regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)
under Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act (33 USC 1251-1376). ACOE regulations
implementing Section 404 define "waters of the US."” to include intrastate waters, including
lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands, and natural ponds, the use, degradation or destruction of which
could affect interstate or foreign commerce. Wetlands are defined for regulatory purposes as
“areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration
sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions” {33 CFR 328.3; 40 CFR 230.3).
The placement of structures in "navigable waters of the US." is also regulated by the ACOE
under Section 10 of the federal Rivers and Harbors Act (33 USC 401 et seq.). Projects are
permitted under either individual or general (e.g.. nationwide) permits. Specific applicability of
permit type is determined by the ACOE on a case-by-case basis.

in 1987 the ACOE published a manual that standardized the manner in which wetlands were to
be delineated nationwide. To determine whether areas that appear to be wetlands are subject
to ACOE jurisdiction (i.e., are “jurisdictional” wetlands), a wetlands delineation must be
performed. Under normal circumstances, positive indicators from three parameters, (1) wetland
hydrology, (2) hydrophytic vegetation, and (3) hydric soils must be present to classify a feature
as a jurisdictional wetland. In addition to verifying wetlands for potential jurisdiction, the ACOE is

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Section 401 of the Clean Water Act requires any applicant for a federal license or permit to
conduct any activity that may result in a discharge of a pollutant into waters of the U. S. obtain
a certification that the discharge will comply with the applicable effluent limitations and water

quality standards. The appropriate Regional Water Quality Control Board (in California) regulates
section 401 requirements.

California Department of Fish and Game

Streambed Alteration Agreement (Sections 1600-1607 of the California Fish and Game Code)

State and local public agencies are subject to Section 1602 of the California Fish and Game
Code, which governs construction activities that will substantially divert or obstruct the natural
flow or substantially change the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake designated
by the CDFG. Under Section 1602, a discretionary Stream Alteration Agreement permit from the
CDFG (Region 2 for the proposed Project) must be issued by the CDFG to the project developer
prior to the initiation of construction activities within lands under CDFG jurisdiction. As a general

rule, this requirement applies to any work undertaken within the 100-year floodplain of a stream
or river containing fish or wildlife resources.

Native Plant Protection Act

The Native Plant Protection Act (California Fish and Game Code Section. 1900-1913) prohibits
the taking, possessing, or sale within the state of any plants with a state designation of rare,
threatened, or endangered (as defined by the CDFG}. An exception to this prohibition in the
Act allows landowners, under specified circumstances, to take listed plant species, provided
that the owners first notify CDFG and give that state agency at least 10 days to come and
retrieve (and presumably replant) the plants before they are plowed under or otherwise
destroyed (Fish and Game Code, § 1913 exempts from “"take" prohibition "the removal of
endangered or rare native plants from a canal, lateral ditch, building site, or road, or other right
of way"). Project impacts to these species are not considered significant unless the species are

known to have a high potential to occur within the area of disturbance associated with
construction of the proposed project.

Birds of Prey

Under Section 3503.5 of the Cdlifornia Fish and Game Code it is unlawful to take, possess, or
destroy any birds in the orders of Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds of prey) or to take, possess,
or destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except as otherwise provided by this code or any
regulation adopted pursuant thereto.

“Fully Protected” Species

Cdlifornia statutes also accord “fully protected” status to a number of specifically identified

birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. These species cannot be "taken," even with an
incidental take permit.

Section 3505 of the California Fish and Game Code makes it unlawful to “take" "any aigrette or
egret, osprey, bird of paradise, goura, numidi, or any part of such a bird.” Section 3511 protects
from ‘“take” the following “fully protected birds": {a) American peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum); (b) brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentdlis); (c) California black rail
[Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus); {d) California clapper rail {Rallus longirostris obsoletus); (e)

£/ Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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BIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS IN THE PSA

The PSA is characterized by gently sloping terrain, generally sloping south towards Slate Creek.
The geography of the project site includes rolling hills and sloping valley bottoms. An ephemeral
creek is contained within gently incised banks with a high water mark of approximately 4 feet.
Elevation in the PSA ranges from approximately 471 to 477 meters (1,520 to 1.580 feet) above
mean sed level. The average temperature in Placerville is 57.2 degrees Fahrenheit, ranging from
32.3 to 92.4 degrees Fahrenheit throughout the year. Climate is characterized as Mediterranean
with cool, wet winters and hot, dry summers.

The PSA is surrounded generally by rural residential with some commercial development along
the major roadways. The site is generally undisturbed with only a small barn in the northeast
corner and barbed wire fencing within the property. The property is bordered on the north side
by a commercial development and a California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(CDF) station. Immediately east of the PSA where the access rcad will be constructed, the
vegetation consists primarily of blackbemry scrub and is relatively undisturbed. To the west of the
PSA the area is largely undisturbed. Slate Creek is a perennial creek that runs through the PSA
along the southem boundary. To the west of the PSA, Slate Creek flows behind a veterinary
clinic and through a culvert under Mother Lode Drive.

Vegetation Communities

The California Natural Diversity Database {CNDDB 2006), California Wildlife Habitat Relationships
({CCDFG 2002) and site surveys were used in the determination of communities present. The
vegetation composition of the site is predominately oak woodland. Other vegetative
communities within the PSA include ruderadl, riparian, and annual grassiand which has the
potential to contain seasonal wetlands (Figure 3.4-1 Vegetation Communities within and
Surrounding the Project Site). Table 3.4-1 lists the vegetation communities and the approximate

acreages for each within the PSA. A full list of plant species occurring within the PSA is included
in Appendix C.

TABLE 3.4-1
VEGETATION COMMUNITIES SUMMARY

 Type: Acreage--
Annual Grassland 1.73
Mixed Oak Woodland 6.56
Mixed Oak-Foothill Pine 2.67
Riparian 0.38
Ruderal 0.37
Total 11.72

Ruderal

The PSA includes ruderal vegetation along Pleasant Valley Road and the dirt road within the
PSA. Dominant species include introduced grasses such as: bromes {Bromus sp.). Italian wild rye
{Lolium multifiorum), turkey mullein (Eremocarpus setigerus), and wild oats (Avena fatua).
Common forbs include clover (Trifolium sp.). filaree (Erodium sp.), field bindweed {Convolvulus

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
3-25

10-1235 7D 24 of 96



M Legend
Y &3 Project Area
€22 200 foot Buffer of Project Area
Habitat Delineation ’
Annual Grassland
;4 Mixed Oak Woodland
Mixed Oak-Foothill Pine
M Riparian
o4 Ruderal

137 ZE PR

a

1_rapdal g - 0. 2000k

GGy 31

cuntrah_facddy June,

ity hAas arimial

o

T _GIS £l_Dorsae

4 r4
(*nget FiGure 3.4-1
VEGETATION COMMUNITIES
N

10-1235 7D 25 of 96



3.0 INIMAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Mixed Qak-Foothill Pine Woodland

The upper slopes of the oak woodland can be characterized as Mixed Oak-Foothill Pine
Woodiand and occurs along the west side of the PSA. This community is dominated by oaks and
gray or foothill pines (Pinus sabiniana). Western poison oak, holly-leaved redberry, California
coffeeberry (Rhamnus tomentella ssp. tomenteilla) are common in the understory. Wildlife
observed in this community includes those found in oak woodland.

Riparian

Slate Creek is a perennial creek running east to west through the PSA along the southern
boundary and was dry at the time of the field visit except for a few ponded areas. Pacific tree
frogs (Pseudacris regilla), unidentified tadpoles, and aquatic larvae were observed within the
creek. Slate Creek is a tributary of Dry Creek, which is in turn a tributary of Weber Creek and
eventually flows into Folsom Lake. Vegetation along the creek includes spikerush and other
rushes {Juncus sp.), water plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica), nutsedge (Cyperus rotundas),
hedgehog dogtail (Cynosurus echinatus), mint (Mentha sp.). Bermuda grass (Cynodon
dactylon), blackberry, willow (Salix sp.), hardstem bulrush (Scripus acutus), tobacco (Nicotiana
sp.)., Hyssop Loosestrife (Lythrum hyssopifolia), mules ears (Wyethia sp.), hayfield tarplant
(Hemizonia congesta), showy tarweed (Madia elegans), knotweed (Polygonum sp.), common
large monkeyflower (Mimulus guttatas), moth mullein (Verbascum blattaria), sticky cinquefoil
{Potentilla glandulosa), and chaparral honeysuckle {Lonicera interrupta).

Wetland Features

Within the annual grassiands are shailow swales that support what appeared to be seasonal
wetlands. These uncommon inclusions are dominated by annual ryegrass (Lolium sp.). Other
species occasionally encountered include Hyssop loosestrife (Lythrum hyssopifolia; FACW),
Torrey’s spike-primrose (Eremocarpus setigerus), round-leaved fluellin (Kickxia spuria), penny-
royal (Mentha pulegium; OBL), rabbit's foot grass (Polypogon sp.). and clover (Trifolium sp.). A
highly invasive wetland grass, small mannagrass {Glyceria declinata) was observed near the
eastern edge of the property. Species such as needle-leaf navarretia (Navarretia intertexto ssp.
intertexto; FACW), and narrow-leaved willowherb (Epilobium torreyi; found on moist slopes) were
also observed. The potential wefland features are located within the 100-foot setback from
Slate Creek and are, therefore, outside of the footprint of all proposed site improvements.
Proposed site improvements are 50 feet or further from existing wetlands.

Listed and Special-Status Species

Special-status species are plant and animal species that have been afforded special
recognition by federal, state, or local resource agencies or organizations. Listed and special-
status species are of relatively limited distribution and may require specialized habitat
conditions. Listed and special-status species are defined as:

» listed or proposed for listing under the state or Federal Endangered Species acts;

e Protected under other regulations (e.g. Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act);

e CCDFG Species of Special Concern;
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The site was surveyed by PMC biologists on June 20 and 23, 2004. Methodology follows
Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories for Federally Listed, Proposed

and Candidate Plants (USFWS 1994). These surveys concluded that no special-status plant
species are present within the PSA.

Listed and Special-status Animals

A search of the CNDDB and USFWS list has identified 16 special-status wildlife species as
potentially occuring within the project area (Table 3.4-2). Based on field observations and
literature review, the potential for occurrence has been evaluated for each species. Species
that have a moderate potential to occur on site include: California red-legged frog, Foothill
yellow-legged frog, and Northwestern pond turtle. The species that are considered to have a

low potential or are unlikely to occur onsite include: California horned lizard, Sitver-naired bat,
and Yuma Myotis.

Raptors

Several raptor species (e.g. red-tailed hawk and red-shouldered hawk) forage and nest in a
variety of habitats throughout El Dorado County. Raptor nests are protected under the MBTA
and Section 3503.5 of the California Fish and Game Code, which makes it illegal to destroy any
active raptor nest. Large trees onsite and in the vicinity of the PSA may provide nesting habitat
for raptor species. In addition, foraging habitat for raptors occurs within the annual grassiand

within the PSA. Consequently, raptors and other migratory birds have a high potential to occur
within the PSA.

Tree Preservation

The project site contains 323 trees, that are 4" dbh or larger. Species composition includes one
black oak (Quercus kelloggii} of approximately 18" dbh, seventy one {71) blue oak {Quercus
douglasii) totdling approximately 740 aggregate diameter inches, eleven (11) grey pine {Pinus
sabiniana) totaling approximately 164 aggregate diameter inches, one hundred ninety four
(194) interior live oak (Quercus wislizenii) totaling approximately 5428 aggregate diameter
inches, thirty four (34) valley oak [Quercus lobata) totaling approximately 697 aggregate
diameter inches, and twelve (12) native willow (Salix sp.) totaling approximately 376 aggregate
diameter inches. The mapped locations of all trees are identified in Figure 3.4-3. Table 1 in
Appendix A [Arborist Report) summarizes the information collected in the field for each tree.
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Potential for lmpacts

A population of California red-legged frog is known to occur approximately 11 miles from the
PSA upstream from Weber Reservoir. Slate Creek at the southern edge of the PSA provides
suitable habitat for the California red-legged frog. Since there is suitable habitat within the PSA
and there is a CNDDB occurrence within the vicinity of the PSA, there is moderate potential for
this species to occur within the PSA. The proposed project does not include construction or
operational activities that would impact the creek and includes a 100-foot buffer from the creek
bed. implementation of the proposed project would have a less than signiflcant impact on the
California red-legged frog, and no mitigation is required.

Foothill Yellow-L.egged Frog

The foothill yellow-legged frog is a federal species of concern and California species of special
concern. The foothill yellow-legged frog occurs from northern Oregon west of the Cascades
south along the coast to the San Gabriel mountains, and south along the western side of the
Sierra Nevada mountains to Kern county, with an isolated population in the San Pedro Martir
mountains of Baja California. It is found in partly shaded shallow streams and riffles with a rocky
substrate in a variety of habitats. It frequents shallow, siow, gravelly streams and rivers with sunny
banks, in forests, chaparral, woodlands from sea level to 6,700 ft. (2,040 m.).

Potential for Impacts

Although there are no known occurrences of this species within 5 miles of the PSA, Siate Creek
at the southern edge of the PSA provides suitable habitat for the Foothill yellow-legged frog and
the potential for occurrence within the PSA is considered moderate. The proposed project does
not include construction or operational activities that would impact the creek and inciudes a
100-foot buffer from the creek bed. Implementation of the proposed project would have a less
than significant impact on the Foothill yellow-legged frog, and no mitigation is required.

Northwestern Pond Turtle

Northwestern pond turtle is a federal species of concern and California species of special
concern. This species is typically found along quiet streams and ponds, and feeds on aquatic
plants, fish, and invertebrates (Zeiner et al. 1988). Northwestern pond turtle’s nest and over
winters in uplands habitats such as annual grassland and oak woodland habitats adjacent to
summer aquatic habitat, One CNDDB record for this species occurs within five miles of the PSA.

Potential for Impacts

Although not observed during the field reconnaissance, suitable habitat is present within the PSA
along Slate Creek and the surrounding woodland. Therefore there is moderate potential for this
species to occur within the PSA. The proposed project does not include construction or
operational activities that would impact the creek and includes a 100-foot buffer from the creek
bed. Implementation of the proposed project would have a less than significant impact on the
northwestern pond turtle, and no mitigation is required.

RAPTORS AND MIGRATORY BIRDS

Habitat within the PSA provides suitable foraging opportunities for many avian species, including
some raptors and migratory birds. Raptors and raptor nests are considered to be a special

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

RIPARIAN HABITAT

The proposed project does not include construction or operational activities that would
impact the riparian habitat surrounding Slate Creek. The proposed project includes a 100-
foot buffer from the creek bed. Even though there is a 100-foot buffer from the creek,
construction and operation of the proposed project may discharge sediment or other
pollutants into the creek. Potential impacts associated with sediment discharge and water

quality are addressed in Section 3.8. The discussion of impacts to wetland features is
addressed under Impact c) below.

OAK WOODLANDS

As shown on Figure 3.4-3, there are 299 oak frees (including 1 non-native black oak) located
on the PSA ranging in size from 4-inch dbh to a single trunk with 39.5-inch dbh and multi-stem
trunk with 156-inch dbh. Policy 7.4.5.2 of the County General Plan states, "It shall be the
policy of the County to preserve native oaks wherever feasible.” The project site has been

designed 1o retain the largest number of ock trees feasible, while still meeting the project
objectives and facility requirements.

The proposed project site was estimated to contain approximately 20-30% canopy
coverage by nafive oak woodland type habitats. Per the General Plan, this level of canopy
coverage would require 85% of the existing canopy to be retained. The current site design
meefts the 85% existing canopy retention required by Policy 7.4.4.4 of the General Plan.

Construction of the proposed project would result in the disturbance of up to 9.26 acres of
mixed oak woodlands and the removal of approximately 35 oak trees, which are protected
under General Plan policies 7.4.4.4 and 7.4.5.2.

All tfrees removed to accommodate the project, excluding the non-native black oak, and
the unhealthy trees recommended for removal by the arborist report (Appendix A) must be
replaced at a 1:1 ratio as required by Policy 7.4.4.4 of the General Plan. In order to assist in
determining impacts and mitigation requirements, Figure 3.4-3 includes the footprint of
disturbance for the proposed site design, and the location of all surveyed trees.

Mitigation Measures

Protected oak trees which are removed as a result of project construction shall be subject to
the following mitigation requirements.

MM 3.4.2 The County shall mitigate the removal of native oaks consistent with the
requirements specified in Policy 7.4.5.2 {A) and Policy 7.4.4.4 of the County
General Plan. The replacement requirement shall be calculated based upon
an inch for inch replacement of removed oaks. The total of replacement
trees shall have a combined diameter of the tree(s) removed. Replacement

trees may be planted onsite or in other areas to the satisfaction of the County
Planning Department.

Timing/Implementation: Prior to on-site tree removal.
Enforcement/Monitoring: El Dorado County General Services Department
and the E Dorado County Planning
Department.
£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

General Plan. Implementation of MM 3.4.2, which requires the replacement of native oaks
at a 111 ratio, would reduce this impact to a less-than-significant level.

in order to ensure that significant impacts fo native oaks that are to be preserved on the
project site do not occur, the following mitigation measure shall be implemented.

Mitigation Measures

MM 3.4.3

The following protective measures are recommended to avoid damage
during construction to trees proposed for preservation:

1)

A circle with a radius measurement from the trunk of the tree to the tip of
its longest limb shall constitute the dripline protection area of each tree.
Limbs must not be cut back in order to change the dripline. The area
beneath the dripline is a critical portion of the root zone and defines the
minimum protected area of each tree. Removing limbs that make up the
dripline does not change the protected area.

a)

b)

f)

e)

h)

Temporary protective fencing shall be installed at least one foot
outside the driplines of the protected trees prior to the start of
construction work, in order to avoid damage to the trees and their root
systems. This fencing may be installed around the outermost dripline of
clusters of trees proposed for protection, rather than individual trees.
Fencing shall be shown all project plans.

No vehicles, construction equipment, mobile home/office, supplies,
materials or facilities shall be driven, parked, stockpiled or located
within the driplines of protected trees. A laminated sign indicating
such shall be attached fo fencing sumounding frees on-site.

No grading (grade cuts or fills) shall be allowed within the driplines of
protected trees.

Drainage patterns on the site shall not be modified so that water
collects or stands within, or is diverted across, the dripline of any
protected tree.

No frenching shall be allowed within the driplines of protected trees. If
it is absolutely necessary to install underground utilities within the
dripline of a protected tree, the utility line shall be bored and jacked
under the supervision of a certified arborist.

The construction of impervious surfaces within the driplines of protected
trees shall be stringently minimized. When it is absclutely necessary, a
piped aeration system shall be installed under the supervision of a
certified arborist. Wherever possible, pervious concrete shall be used
as an alternative fo traditional concrete, when it is required under tree
driplines.

No sprinkler or irrigation system shall be installed in such a manner that
sprays water or requires trenching within the driplines of protected
trees. An above ground drip irrigation system is recommended.

Landscaping beneath protected trees may include non-plant
materials such as bark mulch or wood chips. The only plant species

£/ Dorado County
September 2006

Western Slope Animal Shelter
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Less Thar
Significant:
Potentially- withe Less Than:-
Significant: Mitigation Significant:
impact: Incorporated:- Impact: Na Impact:

3.5 CULTURALRESOURCES  Would the project:

) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as defined in ] ] n X
§ 15064.5¢

h) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance  of an  archaeological  resource [ O e O
pursuant to § 15064.5¢

) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique O O X 0
geological feature!

d) Disturb any human remains, including those 0]
interred outside of formal cemeteries?

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
PREHISTORY

The earliest evidence of prehistoric occupation within the Siera Nevada is several sites on the
eastern flanks of the Sacramento Valley, indicating use of the area about 10,000 years ago. It
was not unfil about 4,000 years ago that the Sierra Nevada became more intensively used, as
evidenced by burials, associated funerary goods, and small and large village sites near
drainages. Archaeological remains indicate reliance on the acomn as a dietary staple, and the
more frequent use of mortars and pestles, large projectile points, and shell beads and
ormaments. About A.D. 500, prehistoric subsistence included an intensive fishing industry, along

with the hunting of game and the continued use of acorns. These patterns existed until the time
of Euroamerican contact.

ETHNOGRAPHY

The project lies within the territory of the Nisenan. The Nisenan ferritory includes the drainages of
the Yuba, Bear, and American rivers (Levy 1978:387). The western boundary extends to the west
bank of the Sacramento River. The basic political unit of the Nisenan was the tribelet. Each
trivelet consisted of several permanent villages and a number of seasonal campsites utilized
during various hunting, fisning, and gathering activities. Villages were generally situated on
elevated landforms along streams and rivers (Moratto 1984:172). Early missionization, disease,
and American settlement contributed greatly to the near decimation of the Nisenan
populations {Levy 1978:400; Moratto 1984:172). Few records exist documenting their culture,
information has been retrieved primarily by archaeological methods (Moratto 1984:172).

HISTORY

The discovery of gold at Sutter's Mill in Coloma in 1848 was the catalyst that caused a dramatic
alteration of both Native American and Euroamerican cultural patterns in California. Once
news of the discovery spread, a flood of Euroamericans began to enter the region, and

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

Less Than
Significant:
Potentially: withe: Less Than:
Significant Mitigation=  Significant:
impact: Incorporated::  Impact: No Impact-

1.6 GEOLOGY AND SOILS Would the project:¢

a)  Expose people or structures to  potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of
loss, injury or death, involving:

i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the

State Geologist for the area or based on other O O O X
substantial evidence of a known fault! Refer
to Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42,
i) Strong seismic ground shaking? [ O = n
i) Seismic-related  ground failure, including
liquefaction? 0 0 & .
iv)  Landslides? O O X ]
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil? O 0 & O

¢} Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is
unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on-
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?

d
O
X
O

d)  Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), . [:] X O
creating substantial risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 0
disposal systems where sewers are not available
for the disposal of wastewater?

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
REGIONAL GEOLOGY

El Dorado County is located in the Sierra Nevada geomorphic province of California, which is
east of the Great Valley province and west of the Range and Basin provinces. The Sierra
Nevada province is characterized by steep-sided hills and narrow, rocky stream channels. This
province consists of Pliocene and older deposits that have been uplifted as a result of plate
tectonics, granitic intrusion, and volcanic activity, Subsequent glaciation and additional
volcanic activity are factors that led to the east-west orientation of stream channels.

The southwestern foothills of El Dorado County are composed of rocks of the Mariposa
Formation that include amphibolite, serpentine, and pyroxenite. The northwestern areas of the
county consist of the Calaveras Formation, which includes metamorphic rock such as chert,

Western Slope Animal Shelter £l Dorado County
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration September2006
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

slate, quartzite, and mica schist. In addition, limited serpentine formations are located in this
areq. The higher peaks in the county consist primarily of igneous and metamorphic rocks with
granite intrusions, a main soil parent material at the higher elevations.

SEISMICITY

Seismicity is defined as the geographic and historical distribution of earthquakes, or more simply,
earthquake activity. Seismic activity may result in geologic and seismic hazards including
seismically induced fault displacement and rupture, ground shaking, liquefaction, lateral
spreading, landslides and avalanches, and structural hazards. Based on historical seismic
activity and fault and seismic hazards mapping, Bl Dorado County is considered to have
relatively low potential for seismic activity, and is located beyond the highly active fault zones of

the coastal areas of California. The County's fault systems and associated seismic hazards are
described below.

FAULT SYSTEMS

Earthquake activity is intrinsically related to the distribution of fault systems (i.e., faults or fault
zones) in a particular area. The distribution of known faults in Bl Dorado County is concentrated
in the western portion of the county, with several isolated faults in the central county area and
the Lake Tahoe Basin. Fault systems mapped in western El Dorado County include the West Bear
Mountains Fault; the East Bear Mountains Fault; the Maidu Fault Zone; the El Dorado Fault; the
Melones Fault Ione of the Clark, Gillis Hill Fault; and the Calaveras-Shoo Fy Thrust. No active
faults have been identified in El Dorado County. One fault, part of the Rescue Lineament-Bear
Mountains fault zone, is classified as a well located late-Quaternary fault {DOC 2000); therefore,
it represents the only potentially active fault in the county. It is part of the Foothill Fault Suture
Zone system, which was considered inactive until a Richter scale magnitude 5.7 earthquake
occurred near Oroville on August 1, 1975 (DOC 1990). All other faults located in El Dorado
County are classified as pre-Quaternary (inactive).

Soits

According to the Soil Survey of the El Dorado Areq, California prepared by the USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service in April 1974, soils on the project site consist of Auburn silt loam of
2 to 30 percent slopes (AwD) (see Figure 3.4-1}. The Auburn series consists of well-drained soils
that are underiain by bedrock at 10-20 inches deep. AwD soils have high surface runoff and

moderate permeability. Since these soils are well drained, they do not meet the requirements
for a hydric sail.

DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS

a) Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury or death, involving:

i}  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo

Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault2

No impact. There are no known faults crossing through the project site or in the vicinity of
the project site. The site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo earthquake hazard zone.

i)y Strong seismic ground shaking?

£l Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

) Would the project be located on expansive soil. as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code {1994), creating substantial risks to life or property?

Less than Significant. Expansive soils are soils that increase in volume when they absorb
water and shrink when they dry out. When buildings are placed on expansive soils,
foundations may rise during each wet season and fall during each dry season. This
movement may result in cracking foundations, distortion of structures, and warping of doors
and windows, which may result in structural hazards.

Expansive soils are directly related to areas with a high shrink-swell potential. Soil surveys
typically rate shrink-swell potential in soils on a low, medium, and high basis. Generally, soils in
western El Dorado County have a low to moderate shrink-swell potential. Data from the
digital soil survey indicate that 68% of soils in western El Dorado County have a low or
moderate shrink-swell rating, but only 0.01% has a high rating; the remaining areas are
typically rock formations and are not rated (NRCS 2002). The project area is not identified as
being in an area of expansive soils. This is a less than significant impact.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?

No Impact. The proposed project does not include the use of septic tanks or alternative
wastewater disposal systems. There is no impact.

CONCLUSION REGARDING GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Through adherence to adopted County policies and ordinances the project would not result in
significant impacts to geology and soils.
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or incapacitating reversible, illness; or (2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard
to human health or environment when improperly treated, stored, fransported or

disposed of or otherwise managed. (Cdlifornia Code of Regulations, Title 22, Section
66261.10)

Chemical and physical properties cause a substance to be considered hazardous. Such
properties include toxicity, ignitability, corrosivity, and reactivity. CCR, Title 22, Sections 66261.20-
66261.24 define the aforementioned properties. The release of hazardous materials info the
environment could potentially contaminate soils, surface water, and groundwater supplies.

Under Government Code Section 65962.5, the Cdlifornia Department of Toxic Substances
Confrol (DTSC) maintains a list of hazardous substance sites. This list, referred 1o as the "Cortese
List", includes CALSITE hazardous material sites, sites with leaking underground storage tanks, and
landfills with evidence of groundwater contamination.  in addition, the El Dorado County
Environmental Management Department maintains records of toxic or hazardous material

incidents, and the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) keeps files on
hazardous material sites.

Most hazardous materials requlation and enforcement in El Dorado County is overseen by the El
Dorado County Environmental Management Department. However, large cases of hazardous
materials contamination or violations are reported to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB) and the California State Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC). it is not at all uncommon for other agencies such as the Air Pollution Control District and
both the Federal and State Occupational Safety and Health Administrations (OSHA) to become
involved when issues related to hazardous materials arise.

A hazardous materials databases search was conducted by PMC staff on July 20, 2006 in order
to identify potential environmental liabilities associated with the presence, use, storage, and
disposal of hazardous materials that may have occurred on the subject property. The database
search included regulatory agency lists of known or potential hazardous waste sites, landfills,
hazardous waste generators, and disposal facilities in addition to sites under investigation. The
search revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions or hazardous waste sites
on the proposed park site or adjacent properties. Databases searched are as foliows:

FEDERAL RECORD SOURCES

NPL -~ National Priority List;

CERCLIS - Comprehensive Environmental Response, compensation, and Liability Information
System;

CERCLIS-NFRAP — CERCLIS No Further Remedial Action Planned;
RCRIS ~ Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System;
ERNS - Emergency Response Nofification System;

BRS — Biennial Reporting System;

ROD - Records of Decision;

TRIS — Toxic Chemical Release inventory System;
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b} Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through

reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

Less Than Significant, See discussion a) above and Section 3.3 Air Quality. This impact is less
than significant.

c) Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

Less Than Significant. The nearest school to the project site is Charles Brown Elementary,
located approximately 1.3 miles to the east of the project site. As discussed under Impact a)
above, construction and operation of the proposed project would not emit hazardous
emissions or involve the handiing of hazardous materials during operation. This impact is
considered less than significant and no mitigation is required.

d) Would the project be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code § 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment?

Less Than Significant. PMC completed a hazardous material list database search on July 20,
2006. The search found no hazardous materials sites within the project area, and it is unlikely
that the project would be affected by contamination from hazardous materials outside of
the project boundary. The project site is not included on a list of hazardous materials sites.

According to a Phase Il Limited Soil Investigation prepared by Youngdahl Consulting Group
{June 2006), the there is the potential for naturally occurring asbestos (NOA) to occur along
Slate Creek at the southern edge of the project site. Airborne entrainment of asbestos may
occur from the disturbance of ultramdafic rock due to construction operations such as
grading or excavating, as well as vehicle traffic on unpaved roads. Asbestos is listed as a
Toxic Air Contaminant by Cadlifornia ARB and as a Hazardous Air Pollutant by the US.
Environmental Protection Agency. The risk of disease is dependent upon the intensity and
duration of exposure. When inhaled asbestos fibers may remain in the lungs and are linked
to such diseases as asbestosis, lung cancer, and mesothelioma.

There are no construction or ground-disturbing activities that would impact the area
adjacent to Slate Creek where NOA may be present on the project site. However, it is
assumed that NOA would be present on the project site once site grading begins. it is also
assumed that the NOA would be at levels that can be mitigated to a less than significant
level by compliance with AQMD reguiations and El Dorado County Contract Standard
Special Provisions, as approved by AQMD. Specifically, measures found in the El Dorado
County AQGMD Rule 223-2-Fugitive Dust —~ Asbestos Hazard Mitigation (adopted July 19, 2005)
would be implemented, which includes monitoring and mitigation that is standardized and
approved by the AQMD. The applicable Best Available Control Measures listed in Tables |
through 6 of Rule 223-2 would be implemented, including application of water or stabilizing
agents to all disturbed soils on a regular basis to prevent the generation of visible dust, pre-
watering soils prior to excavation, minimizing drop heights and emptying speeds from loader
buckets to avoid dust plumes, hydro seeding, and limiting stockpile sizes among other
measures. Adherence to the measures identified above would ensure that impacts related
to NOA would be less than significant.
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CONCLUSION REGARDING HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in significant impacts related to
hazards or hazardous materials.

El Dorado County Western Slope Animal Shelter
September 2006 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
3-65

10-1235 7D 44 of 96



3.0 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

natural sheet flow to the north, where stormwater enters the roadside drainage ditch along the
southern edge of Pleasant Valley Road.

DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS

a) Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation. Construction activities associated with development of
the proposed shelter will aiter the ground surface conditions on the project site. When
ground cover such as grasses, trees, shrubs and natural detritus is removed, the exposed soil
is more susceptible to erosion during a storm event. Without proper mitigation techniques in
place, the storm water that is discharged into local streams and rivers can carry excess
amounts of sediment and toxins, which can negatively impact surface water quality.

Construction-Related Impacts

Construction and site grading activities associated with the proposed project would be
subject to the provisions of El Dorado County's National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit, the County's Grading, Erosion and Sediment control ordinance,
which is Title 15, Chapter 15.14 of the County code, and the Minimum Construction Site
Storm Water Management Practices for £l Dorado County dated March 31, 2004, ali of
which require the use of Best Management Practices (BMPs} to minimize water quality
impacts from construction projects. BMPs applicable to the project shall be included in the
project site plans. The project site plans shall include a series of required BMPs to ensure that
water qudlity standards are not violated during construction and site grading activities.
Required BMPs related to grading and drainage includes, but is not fimited to:

o All cuts and fills will have maximum slopes of 2:1. If cuts expose subsurface rock, the
project engineer should identify stabilization measures that will be required.

« Adequate erosion control practices will be installed to ensure that sediment in excess
of pre-project site conditions will not leave the project site.

* Areas involving extensive grading and shaping will require stockpiling and re-use of
topsoil to provide adequate re-vegetation.

+ FErosive velocities in water conveyance structures will be identified by the project
engineer. Where necessary, rip rap or similar practices will be required.

The use BMPs as required by El Dorado County and the NPDES permit would ensure that
construction activities associated with the site improvements would cause less than

significant impacts to water quality and would not violate any existing waste discharge
reguirements.

Operational Impacts

Development of the project site would increase local runoff production, and would
introduce constituents into storm water that are typically associated with urban runoff.
These constituents include sediments, heavy metals {such as lead, zinc, and copper),
petroleum hydrocarbons, pesticides and fertilizers. Structural Best Management Practices
(BMPs) are available that may be applied to the proposed project 1o limit the
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d)

f

9)

would flow towards the southern portion of the project site and enter the natural drainage
channels currently existing on site.

The addition of 15,000 square feet of impervious surface area to the project site would have

no measurable impact on the groundwater recharge rate. This impact s less than
significant.

Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or areaq,
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner, which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

Less than Significant. As discussed above under Impact a), the site would be designed to
utilize natural drainage features and storm water would drain to the south into Slate Creek.
The implementation of BMPs will effectively reduce sediment levels and poliutant
concentrations from site run-off to acceptable levels prior to discharge into Slate Creek. The
drainage pattern of the surrounding area would not be altered as a result of project
construction and operation. As discussed in Impact a), BMPs and NPDES and MM 3.8.1
requirements would ensure that any run-off from the project site will not resuit in substantial
erosion or on- or off-site siltation. The course of the Slate Creek would not be altered or
impacted as a result of project construction or implementation. This impact is less than
significant and no mitigation is required.

Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in flooding on- or off-site 2

Less than Significant. Construction and operation of the proposed project would not result in
on- or off-site flooding. Run-off from the site would discharge into Slate Creek to the south of
the site. The course of the Slate Creek would not be altered by the proposed project, and
no construction activities would occur within 100-feet of the creek. As stated in MM 3.8.1,
the project is required to construct on-site drainage facilities in compliance with the
standards identified in the El Dorado County Drainage Manual. Compliance with these
standards would ensure that post-construction stormwater runoff flows discharged into Slate
Creek do not exceed pre-construction stormwater runoff flows. Therefore, the project will

not result in discharges into Slate Creek in excess of existing conditions, and this impact is less
than significant.

Would the project create or contribute runoff water, which would exceed the capacity of

existing or planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources
of polluted runoffe

Less than Significant. Refer to discussions in Impact a), ¢} and d} above. This impact is less
than significant.

Would the project otherwise substantially degrade water quality @

Less than Significant. Refer fo questions a) through e} above. This impact is less than
significant.

Would the project place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a

federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map?
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Less Than:
Significant
Potentially- withe Less:Tharn:-
Significant” - Mitigation: Significant
Impac: ‘ |ncofp0|'ated E Impacti No Impact
3.9 LAND USE AND PLANNING Would the project:

4 Physically divide an established community? O O | 4

by Contlict with any applicable land use plan,
policy or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not
limited to, the general plan, specific plan, local M O eyl >
coastal program or zoning ordinance) adopted for
the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect{

¢)  Contlict with any applicable habitat conservation 0 0 0] =
plan or natural community conservation plan{

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The project site is owned by El Dorado County and is adjacent to privately held lands. Slate
Creek borders the southern end of the site, while the remaining surrounding land uses are iow-
density residential and commercial. The General Plan land use designation for the subject
property is Rural Residential (RR) and Commercial (C). The zoning designation for the parcel is
Residential Agriculture 20-acre {RA-20) and General Commercial {CG). The land west of the site
is designated as High-density Residential and Industrial. Land uses to the south and east include
Rural Residential and High-Density Residential. Land uses within the vicinity of the project site

include a storage facility and CDF Fire Station {0.33 mile south), and various other commercial
facilities and private residences.

DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS
a) Would the project physically divide an established community2

No Impact. Surrounding land uses are primarily rural residential single-family parcels.

Construction and operation of the proposed animal shelter would not physically divide an
established community. There is no impact.

b) Would the project conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy or regulation of an
agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to, the general plan,

specific plan. local coastal program or zoning ordinance} adopted for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

Less Than Significant. The proposed project is consisted with the El Dorado County General
Plan. The General Plan includes several policies designed to project the environment and
mitigate environmental impacts. The project’s consistency with these policies is identified
throughout this environmental analysis. Compliance with the mitigation measures identified
throughout this document would ensure that the project does not conflict with the General

Plan. The project is not subject to the provisions of any other iocal or regional plan, and this
impact is less than significant.
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Less Than-
Significant:
Potentially- withe: Less Thane
Significant Mitigation: Significant’
Impact: Incorporated:: Impact: No Impact

3.10 MINERAL RESOURCES Would the project:

4 Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and O O ] =
the residents of the state!

I Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important  mineral  resource  recovery  site 0
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or
other land use plan?

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

El Dorado County is considered a mining region capable of producing a wide variety of mineral
resources. Metallic mineral deposits, gold in particular, are considered the most significant
extractive mineral resources. No mineral extraction activities occur within or in the vicinity of the
project site. The project area is not within an area of known mineral resources as identified in
the 2004 El Dorado County General Plan. in addition, the nature of the project (ie. a
community park) would not preciude any future exfraction of minerals resources.

DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS

a) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be
of value to the region and the residents of the state?

No Impact. The proposed project would not use or extract any significant mineral or energy
resources and would not restrict access to known mineral resource areas. The proposed
project would not contflict with energy conservation plans, use non-renewable resources in a
wasteful manner or result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource; therefore,
there would be no impact created from the implementation of the proposed project.

b) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

No Impact. See response to a) above. The project would have no impact on mineral
resources.

CONCLUSION REGARDING MINERAL RESOURCES

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in any significant impacts to mineral
resources.
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hour average of the noise intensity, with a 10 dBA penalty added for nighttime noise (10:00 p.m.
fo 7:00 a.m.} to account for the greater sensitivity 1o noise during this period. Similarly, the
community noise equivalent level (CNEL) includes a 10 dBA penalty added for nighttime noise
(10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.}, but also includes an additional 5 dBA pendaity for evening noise (7 p.m.

to 10 p.m.). Typically, Lsn and CNEL are used interchangeably, because the difference between
these noise scalesis usually less than 1 dBA.

NOISE-SENSITIVE LAND USES

Noise-sensitive land uses are generally considered to include those uses where noise exposure
could result in health-related risks to individuals, as well as places where quiet is an essential
clement of their intended purpose. Residential dwellings are of primary concern because of the
potential for increased and prolonged exposure of individuals fo both interior and exterior noise
levels. Additional land uses such as parks, historic sites, cemeteries, and recreation areas are
also considered sensitive to increases in exterior noise levels. Schools, churches, hotels, libraries,

and other places where low interior noise levels are essential are also considered noise-sensitive
land uses.

EXISTING NOISE ENVIRONMENT IN PROJECT VICINITY

The project area noise environment is subjectively considered faily quiet, as it is defined
primarily by roadway traffic. Noted noise sources which were audible at the project site during
the noise measurermnent surveys consisted of roadway traffic, and paging speaker noise from the
US Forest Service offices located adjacent to the northern property line.

To quantify existing ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project site, j.c. brennan &
associates, Inc., conducted a continuous 24 hour noise measurement on the project site.
Additionally jc. brennan & associates, Inc. conducted two sets of short-term noise
measurements at three locations on the project site (See Figure 3.11-1 for noise measurement
locations). The noise level measurements were conducted on July 18-19, 2006. The noise level
measurements were conducted to determine typical existing background noise levels and for
comparison to the project noise levels. A summary of the results of the continuous hourly
ambient noise survey are shown in Table 3.11-1.

Larson Davis Laboratories (LDL) Model 820 precision integrating sound level meters were used for
the noise level measurement survey. The meters were calibrated with an LDL Model CAL200
acoustical calibrator to ensure the accuracy of the measurements. The equipment used meets

all pertinent specifications of the American National Standards Institute for Type 1 sound level
meters (ANSI 51.4).

TABLE 3.11-1
SUMMARY OF CONTINUOUS MEASURED AMBIENT NOISE LEVELS AT SITE A
WESTERN SLOPE ANIMAL SHELTER
JuLy 18-19, 2006

Average Hourly Daytime (7:00am- 10:00pm} Average Hourly Nighttime (10:00pm - 7:00am}-
Ldn Leg L50 Lmax Leg: L50 Lmax
48.4 dB 41,948 39.8 dB 51.8 dB 33.4dB 28.9dB 44,9 dB
Source: j.c. brennan & associates, Inc. - 2006
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TABLE 3.11-3
PREDICTED EXISTING TRAFFIC NOISE LEVELS
WESTERN SLOPE ANIMAL SHELTER

*Ldn at 75" *Distanca to Ldn Contour in feet
Roadway Segment: (dBA): 60 dBA: 65 dBA: -
Baseline No Project: ,

£l Dorado Mother Lode to 50 61 920 42
£l Dorado Mother Lode to Pleasant Valley 58 57 27
Greenstone Mother Lode to 50 56 43 20
Mather Lode Greenstone to Pleasant Valley 63 118 55
Mother Lode West of Greenstone 65 169 78
Mother Lode El Dorado to Missouri Flat 62 104 48
Mother Lode Pleasant Valley to El Dorado 59 67 31
Pleasant Valley East of Mother Lode 62 102 47

*Distances (o roadway noise contours and predicted noise levels are relative to the roadway centerlines.
Source: j.c. brenndn & associates, Inc. - 2006

APPLICABLE NOISE CRITERIA

El Dorado County

The Public Health, Safety, and Noise Element of the El Dorado General Plan (2004) provides
goals, objectives, and policies designed to ensure that County residents are not subjected to
noise beyond acceptable levels. The General Plan provides maximum allowable noise
exposure for transportation noise sources (Table 3.11-4) and noise performance standards for
noise-sensitive land uses {e.g., residences, schools, hospitals) affected by non-transportation
noise (Table 3.11-5). The noise element also established maximum allowable noise levels for
construction-related activities within various areas of the county, including urban and rural
areas. Noise standards for construction activities in rural areas are summarized in Table 3.11-6.
General Plan policies applicable to the proposed project are presented, as follows:

Policy 4.5.1.1 Where noise-sensitive land uses are proposed in areas exposed to existing or
projected exterior noise levels exceeding the levels specified in Table 4-1 (Table
3.11-4 of this report) or the performance standards of Table 6-2 (Table 3.11-5 of
this report), an acoustical analysis shall be required as part of the environmental
review process so that noise mitigation may be included in the project design.

Policy 6.5.1.3 Where noise mitigation measures are required to achieve the standards of Tables
4-1 (Table 3.11-4 of this report) and 4-2 (Table 3.11-5 of this report), the em