
To Board of Supervisors County of El Dorado 

From Supervisor James R. "Jack" Sweeney 

October 2,2007 re: Oak Woodlands 

Item 27 

Attached herewith is a proposed revision to the first seven sections of the document 
provided to us for the September 25,2007 meeting as Item 41 .I believe this revision more 
realistically meets the desires of our Board and fulfills the requirements of the General 
Plan. 

It is obvious that this proposed alternative is not yet complete. More time is needed to 
complete the analysis of sections VIII, IX, & X. Also there is a need to analyze the 
appendix to the original document. 

I propose that we refer this partial alternative and the previously adopted map to the staff 
and direct them to start the effort on bringing back to this Board, via the Planning 
Commission, an ordinance implementing this plan and the appropriate CEQA document 
(hopefully a categorical exemption or a negative declaration). I would propose to return 
to the Board on either October 16 or 23 with the remainder of the proposed alternate. 

A major component of the rest of the analysis will be the way to calculate the fee in 
Option B. 



I I. Purpose and Goals 

The Purpose of this Oak Woodland Management Plan (OWMP) is to outline the County's strategy 
for conservation of its valuable oak resources. Through the OWMP, the County intends to 
identify areas where conservation easements may be acquired from willing sellers as a means to 
offset and mitigate the loss or fragmentation of oak woodlands in other areas as a result of 
implementation of the 2004 El Dorado County General Plan (General Plan). Additionally, this 
OWMP will provide guidance for voluntary conservation and management efforts by landowners 
and land managers. 

Loss and fragmentation of wildlife habitat, including oaks and oak woodlands, was identified in 
the 2004 General Plan Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as a significant impact that would 
result from development under the General Plan. The County identified several mitigation 
measures which would reduce the severity of these impacts, although not to below a level of 
significance. These mitigation measures included Policies 7.4.4.4, 7.4.4.5 and 7.4.5.2, and the 
related implementation Measure CO-P. 

Measure CO-P directs the County to develop and adopt an Oak Resources Management Plan 
which addresses the following: 

Mitigation standards outlined in Policy 7.4.4.4; 
Thresholds of significance for the loss of oak woodlands; 
Requirements for tree surveys and mitigation plans for discretionary projects; 
Replanting and replacement standards; 
Heritage/landmark tree protection standards; and 
An Oak Tree Preservation ordinance as outlined in Policy 7.4.5.2. 

Policy 7.4.4.4 applies to all new development projects (not including agricultural 
cultivation/operations and actions pursuant to a County-approved Fire Safe Plan necessary to 
protect existing structures, both of which are exempt) that would result in soil disturbance (see 
Appendix F for complete policy). Under this policy, the County shall require one of two 
mitigation options. Option A applies oak tree canopy retention standards and requires replacement 
with oak woodland at a 1:l ratio. Option B contains no minimum oak tree canopy retention 
standard, but allows a project applicant to pay an in-lieu fee, at a 2:l mitigation ratio (based on 
canopy removed), toward the Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) 
conservation fund described in Policy 7.4.2.8. Option A of Policy 7.4.4.4 is the only form of 
mitigation available to applicants until such time as this plan is adopted by the County. Upon 
adoption of this OWMP, the full range of mitigation alternatives described herein will be 
available, including Option B. 

At the state level, the Oak Woodlands Conservation Act of 2001 recognizes the importance of 
private land stewardship in conserving oak woodlands. The legislation established the California 
Oak Woodlands Conservation Program (COWCP), the mission of which is to "conserve the 
integrity and diversity of oak woodlands across California's working landscapes through 
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