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In Jesus' day1 the Garden of Gethsemane at the base 
of the Mount of Olives was an olive grove, and 

accord ing to some botanists, some of the ancient olive 
trees still growing in the gardens likely predate 
Christianity itself. While the word "gethsemane'1 means 

"oil press," the Garden of Gethsemane is much better 
known for its prominence in New Testament scripture 

as the site where Jesus was betrayed and arrested 
after the Last Supper. 
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