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County of El Dorado Clerk of the Board <edc.cob@edcgov.us>

8/10/21 BOS Open Forum - public comments 

Melody Lane <melody.lane@reagan.com> Tue, Aug 10, 2021 at 5:04 PM
To: edc.cob@edcgov.us, Donald Ashton <don.ashton@edcgov.us>, Tonya Digiorno <tonya.digiorno@edcgov.us>,
lori.parlin@edcgov.us, sue.novasel@edcgov.us, wendy.thomas@edcgov.us, george.turnboo@edcgov.us,
john.hidahl@edcgov.us, joseph.carruesco@edcgov.us
Cc: david.livingston@edcgov.us, Richard Esposito <resposito@mtdemocrat.net>, bosfive@edcgov.us, bosfour
<bosfour@edcgov.us>, bosone@edcgov.us, bosthree@edcgov.us, bostwo@edcgov.us

Please ensure that the entirety of this correspondence is entered into the public record during today’s BOS
Open Forum.  Also ensure that Joseph Carruesco enters these affidavits in the corresponding HR files of IT
Director Tonya Digiorno and CAO Don Ashton.   

 

# # #

 

It is my Right and duty to demand that all government officials uphold their oaths to the Constitution(s) and abide by all
constitutionally-imposed mandates of their oaths.  Whenever constitutional violations are committed by public officers,
there are constitutional remedies available to the people.  Such remedies make those who violate their oaths accountable
and liable for their unconstitutional actions conducted in perjury of their oaths.  I’m speaking specifically about the actions
contained in (these) two notarized Affidavits of Truth addressed to IT Director Tonya Digiorno and CAO Don Ashton. 
 
When public officers take oaths, yet are ignorant of the constitutional positions to which they are bound by their oaths,
and then fail to abide by them in the performance of their official duties, this suggests that they may have had no
intention of ever honoring their oaths, and their signatures upon the oath documents constitute fraud.  Fraud vitiates
any action. 
 
On May 6th Ms. Digiorno was contacted by Recorder Clerk Janelle Horne to remedy my inability to email a member of
her staff.  At that time it was discovered that not even Ms. Digiorno could email me due to the fact that Don Ashton had
conspired with others in 2018 to implement an unlawful edict restricting my ability to communicate electronically with most
EDC staff, including Don’s admin, Clay Russell.
 
Following are excerpts from communications with Janelle Horne:
 
”From what I understand, there were several emails that were inappropriate.  I didn't get the whole story but Don felt the
emails received could be filtered through the department heads and forwarded to the appropriate staff…Tonya wasn't
aware until I brought it up, it was Don who mentioned it and also said that other Department Heads have requested it as
well…Tonya was not part of the conversation until I had sent her the request to allow Catrina to have access.  She said it
was put in place before she came.  I had reached out to Don to see if we could take you off of restriction to all county
staff, he said multiple department heads had requested him restrict access…He said that I would need to reach out
to all the department heads individually and ask them if they wanted to allow access.  So basically, he wasn't
going to allow it without everyone's permission.”

 

When I was finally able to correspond directly with Tonya, I provided her with the facts explaining the
unlawful blocks ordered by Sheriff D’Agostini and CAO Don Ashton on my ability to correspond
electronically with most EDC staff.   Tonya’s unwillingness to respond to my demand to immediately
remedy the IT block and other requests for public information, indicates her contempt for my rights, EDC
Core Values, and her oaths of office.

 



8/11/2021 Edcgov.us Mail - 8/10/21 BOS Open Forum - public comments

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0ykiS3kmdFYCZjDlcIGOsJnVA11Ff2nRr-vRd7clSCRqN9Z/u/0?ik=35d558a9e7&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid… 2/3

Don Ashton’s fraudulent accusations about “inappropriate emails” are libelous, slanderous, defamatory, and
retaliatory in nature for my exposure of his role in government corruption.  His blatant violation of my First
Amendment rights and filtering of my communications was an egregious violation of legal, moral and
ethical standards of his office, one of the highest paid positions in the county.  For you to resort to such
repugnant behavior, and then fraudulently induce Janelle Horne to do your dirty work for you by suggesting
she canvass department heads on your behalf in order to obtain their “permission” for me to access public
services, is beyond reprehensible.

 

In closing, all public officers within whatever level of government, and whatever their private vocations, are
trustees of the people, and accordingly labor under every prohibition imposed by law relative to the making
of personal financial gain from a discharge of their trusts.  The fiduciary responsibilities of a public officer
cannot be less than those of a private individual.  In addition to aiding and abetting government corruption,
Don failed his fiduciary responsibilities and duty as CAO, and in so doing, he harmed me and all El Dorado
County residents.

 

If you have any questions or comments, please make them at this time while I’m at the podium.

 

Hearing none, this entire Board is complicit in aiding and abetting Don Ashton and Tonya Digiorno by your
failure to take remedial action.

 

Madam Clerk:  Please enter these documents into the public record:

1)      This transcript

2)      Tonya Digiorno Affidavit

3)      Don Ashton Affidavit #3

 

 

 

Melody Lane

Founder – Compass2Truth

 

“A nation can survive its fools, and even the ambitious. But it cannot survive treason from within… An
enemy at the gates is less formidable, for he is known and carries his banner openly. But the traitor moves
amongst those within the gate freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the alleys, heard in the very halls
of government itself.  For the traitor appears not a traitor; he speaks in accents familiar to his victims, and he
wears their face and their arguments, he appeals to the baseness that lies deep in the hearts of all men. He
rots the soul of a nation, he works secretly and unknown in the night to undermine the pillars of the city, he
infects the body politic so that it can no longer resist. A murderer is less to fear.” —Cicero (106-43 BC)
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2 attachments

ML Affidavit_Ashton3.pdf 
5244K

ML Affidavit_Digiorno.pdf 
4710K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0ykiS3kmdFYCZjDlcIGOsJnVA11Ff2nRr-vRd7clSCRqN9Z/u/0?ui=2&ik=35d558a9e7&view=att&th=17b328817f484c74&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0ykiS3kmdFYCZjDlcIGOsJnVA11Ff2nRr-vRd7clSCRqN9Z/u/0?ui=2&ik=35d558a9e7&view=att&th=17b328817f484c74&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
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