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USGS The National Map: National Boundaries Dataset, 3DEP Elevation Program,
Geographic Names Information System, National Hydrography Dataset, National
Land Cover Database, National Structures Dataset, and National Transportation
Dataset; USGS Global Ecosystems; U.S. Census Bureau TIGER/Line data; USFS
Road Data; Natural Earth Data; U.S. Department of State Humanitarian
Information Unit; and NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information, U.S.
Coastal Relief Model. Data refreshed August, 2021.
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El Dorado County Zoning Ordinance (Revised September 2013) 271

Sections:

17.68.010 Purpose
17.68.020 Open space land defined
17.68.030 Applicability
17.68.040 Uses permitted by right
17.68.050 Uses requiring special use permits
17.68.060 Development standards

17.68.010  Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to provide a medium whereby the essential open 
space needs of the citizens of the county may be provided for.  (Prior code §9701)

17.68.020  Open space land defined.  "Open space land" means parcels or areas of land which are 
generally unimproved and devoted to and essential for:
A. Natural resource preservation including watersheds;
B. Preservation of agricultural production;
C. Preservation of recreational enjoyment areas;
D. Prime or critical wildlife and biotic habitat preservation;
E. Protection of public health, safety and welfare, in relation to seismic, geologic and

geographic hazards;
F. Protection of unusual or unique scenic values as determined by a specific finding of the

governing body in regard to the specific parcel or area under consideration.  (Prior code
§9702)

17.68.030  Applicability.  The regulations set forth in Sections 17.68.040 through 17.68.060 shall 
apply in all OS open space districts and OS districts shall be subject to the provisions of Chapters 
17.14, 17.16 and 17.18.  No building or structure shall be erected, structurally altered or enlarged, 
nor shall any building, structure, land or products thereof be used except as set forth in Sections 
17.68.040 through 17.68.060.  (Prior code §9703(part))

17.68.040  Uses permitted by right.  The following uses are allowed by rights, without special use 
permit or variance:
A. One single-family dwelling on not less than the minimum sized parcel of land under separate

ownership;
B. Agricultural and accessory buildings;

IV. LAND USE REGULATIONS

Chapter 17.68

OPEN SPACE (OS) DISTRICT

CUP20-0014 
Exhibit H - Chapter 17.68 of 2013 Zoning Ordinance



272 (Revised September 2013) El Dorado County Zoning Ordinance

C. The raising and grazing of livestock and other farm type animals, not to include the
commercial keeping of poultry;

D. The growing and harvesting of timber and other forest products, not to include the
commercial processing or milling;

E. Growing and harvesting of trees, fruits, vegetables, flowers, vines, grains and other crops,
not to include commercial processing of products thereon;

F. Signs warning against trespass, hunting or shooting, not to be located closer than one-eighth
mile from a similar sign, such signs not to exceed two square feet in area.  (Ord. 3606 §60,
1986:  Ord.3366 §48, 1983; prior code §9703(a))

17.68.050  Uses requiring special use permit.  The following uses are allowed only after obtaining a 
special use permit therefor from the planning commission:
A. Other buildings and structures;
B. All signs not allowed by right;
C. Excavation of earth or drilling of wells, for either commercial or private use to exclude that

normally incidental to the erection of a single-family dwelling or permitted accessory
structure;

D. All home occupations;
E. Public utility uses and accessory structures;
F. All processing of products produced upon or from the land, to include all accessory

structures required or so used;
G. All commercial and private organized recreational uses;
H. Airports and aircraft landing fields approved by the California Aeronautics Commission,

which conform to the general plan for the county, buildings and structures as are customary
and ancillary to the operation of an airport.  (Prior code §9704)

17.68.060  Development standards.  The following area and building regulations shall apply in OS 
districts unless a variance is first obtained from the planning commission or zoning administrator:
A. Buildings and structures shall not exceed forty-five feet (45') in height from the ground floor

except that water tanks, silos, granaries, barns, electronic towers and antennas and similar
structures or necessary mechanical appurtenances may extend to sixty-five feet (65') in
height, provided they do not violate the height regulations imposed by any AA airport
approach district; (Ord. 4236, 1992)

B. No building or structure shall be erected or enlarged unless the parcel of land under separate
ownership on which it will be located is ten acres or larger in size, except that this provisions
shall apply to any parcel of land under separate ownership as shown by the records of the
county recorder on the date the ordinance codified in this chapter became effective with
respect to such parcel;

C. The minimum parcel size of ten acres shall be waived by the planning director in the case or
event that an open space use is proposed to be established as an open space easement, such
uses as, but not limited to:
1. Equestrian trails or paths,
2. Hiking trails or paths,
3. Bicycle trails or paths,
4. Off-road vehicle trails or paths,
5. Connector links between recreation or scenic areas and/or population centers,
6. Areas adjacent to water bodies or streams for scenic or recreation uses,

CUP20-0014 
Exhibit H - Chapter 17.68 of 2013 Zoning Ordinance



El Dorado County Zoning Ordinance (Revised September 2013) 273

7. Areas adjacent to scenic highways or roads as designated by the state and/or the
county,

8. Designated green belt areas as determined by a finding of the governing body;
D. Minimum parcel area, ten acres;
E. Minimum yard setbacks:  front and rear, thirty feet (30'); sides, thirty feet (30'), except the

side yard shall be increased one foot for each additional foot of building height in excess of
twenty-five feet (25'); (Ord. 4236, 1992)

F. Minimum agriculture structural setbacks of fifty feet on all yards.  (Ord. 3606 §61, 1986:
Ord. 3366 §§49, 50, 51, 1983; prior code §9705)

CUP20-0014 
Exhibit H - Chapter 17.68 of 2013 Zoning Ordinance
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