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EL DORADO TRAIL EXTENSION - LOS TRAMPAS DRIVE TO HALCON ROAD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Add 4 AC Dikes 

Add 5 New Drain Pipes  

Extend 10 Drain Pipes  

Add 1 Rock Lined Ditch  

Add 1.1 miles Asphalt Paving (8ft wide) 
and Multi-use dirt trail (6ft wide) 

* Please see Section 4 for detailed Site Plans, Profiles, Cross Sections, and Roadway Intersection Improvements. 

Existing Paved Trail 

Existing  
Unimproved 
Trail 

Begin Project 
(STA 139+71)* 

End Project 
(STA 195+10)* 

Area of Intersection Improvements  

LEGEND

Park and Ride 
Location 
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Begin Project

End Project

Project Location  -  Topographic Map
Data Source:  El Dorado County, 2008;  USGS Topo Quadrangle

Map Source:  El Dorado County Transportation Commission

230 0 230 460 690 920 1,150Feet

El Dorado Trail Extension 
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road

±

Section 3: Topographic Map

3-1

M a p  K e y
El Dorado Trail

Impacted Parcel (Railroad Right of Way)
Proposed Project

Class I Bike Path
Unimproved
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DESIGN STANDARDS 

 

 
Design Standards 

 
 
The proposed project will be designed according to the design standards of the American 

Association of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 2004, Caltrans Highway 

Design Manual, Chapter 1000, and in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

of 1990 (ADA).  Per AASHTO, Caltrans, and ADA guidelines, the project will address at a 

minimum the following:   

• Access to parking, restroom, and trail facilities 

• Trail surface firmness adequate to provide stability for wheelchairs  

• Spacing and marking of posts or bollards installed to restrict motor vehicle traffic  

• Clearance of obstructions – vertical and horizontal clearance 

• Elimination of hazardous tread obstacles and protruding objects   

• Limited cross slope elevation for accessibility reasons  

• Average running slope of 2 to 3%; maximum of 5% 

• Reference the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for guidance 

on signing and marking of project facilities         
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Conceptual Drawing - Design Standards 

 
 

 
 
 

*Caltrans Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000 
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Prepared by: Thomas A. Fossum, P.E., Supervising Civil Engineer

Date Prepared: 09/24/2009

Pre-Construction Costs

Description of Work DPR Grant 

(88%)

Required 

Match (12%)

Totals

   Environmental (Permitting/Mitigation Fees) 39,600$     5,400$           45,000$    
   PS&E 44,000$     6,000$           50,000$    

Subtotal: 83,600$     11,400$         95,000$    

Construction Costs

Construction Items (from Detailed Engineer's 
Estimate) 324,219$   44,212$         368,431$  
Construction Administration/Management 50,160$     6,840$           57,000$    

Subtotal: 374,379$   51,052$         425,431$  

Total Project Cost: 457,979$   62,452$         520,431$  

88% 12% 100%

Applicant's Match Source and Additional Funds (by name)

El Dorado County Transportation Commission  match 62,452$    
Trails Now additional 5,000$      

Total funding sources:  67,452$    

Project Name:  El Dorado Trail Extension: Los Trampas DrIve to Halcon Road

COST ESTIMATE

EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010
SECTION 6-1

COST ESTIMATE
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Agency El Dorado County Dept. of Transportation Date: 9/24/2009

Project 

Description

Project 

Location

Prepared by

Construction Items

Item No. Item Description Quantity Units Unit Cost Total

1 Mobilization 1 LS $22,000.00 $22,000

2 Clear and Grub 2 AC $3,850.00 $7,700

3 Roadway Excavation 1600 CY $88.00 $140,800

4 Erosion Control 2 AC $2,750.00 $5,500

5 SWPPP 1 LS $5,500.00 $5,500

6 Class 2 Agg.Base 750 CY $22.00 $16,500

7 Edge Bollards 10 EA $165.00 $1,650

8 Removable Bollards 5 EA $220.00 $1,100

9 Asphalt Concrete (Type A) 755 Ton $176.00 $132,880

10 Sign Posts 5 EA $110.00 $550

11 Signs 25 EA $90.20 $2,255

12 Thermoplastic Pavement Marking 1 LS $3,054.70 $3,055

13 Fencing 270 LF $55.00 $14,850

14 18" Flared End Section 13 EA $165.00 $2,145

15 18" CMP Culvert 20 LF $66.00 $1,320

16 12" CMP Culvert 276 LF $38.50 $10,626

SUBTOTAL: $368,431

Construction Management

Item No. Item Description Quantity Units Unit Cost Total

1 Construction Staking 1 LS $7,000 $7,000

2 Construction Administration 1 LS $50,000 $50,000

SUBTOTAL: $57,000

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS TOTAL: $425,431

Camino Heights area, east of Placerville

Thomas A. Fosssum, P.E., Supervising Civil Engineer

Detailed Engineer's Estimate

El Dorado Trail Extension: 1.1 miles from Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road

For Construction Items Only

EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010
SECTION 6-2

COST ESTIMATE
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Sacramento

Lake Tahoe

Project
Location:

Los Trampas 
Drive to

Halcon Road

PROJECT LOCATION MAP

10-0882 2C 40 of 122



EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010 SECTION 7-2  CA CROSS STATE BICYCLE ROUTE

Project Site included 
in CA Cross State 
Bicycle Route
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County is actively 
seeking funding to 
improve this 2.2 
mile segment.

2.65 mile “train 
trestle” segment 
completed by 
County in 2009 w/ 
grant funding.*

Trail segment 
within City in 
various states 
of completion.

Approx extents of  
Trail within City of 
Placerville limits.*

Proposed 1.1 mile 
RTP Project 
within County.

Existing but 
unimproved portion 
of El Dorado Trail.**

El Dorado / Sacramento 
County Line

Area of “Proposed 
Project Vicinity Map”

EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010 SECTION 7-3  EL DORADO TRAIL MAP

* NOTE: Black line indicates 
fully improved trail segment

** NOTE: Yellow line 
indicates existing but 
unimproved trail segment

10-0882 2C 42 of 122



EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010 SECTION 7-4 VICINITY MAP
10-0882 2C 43 of 122



EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010                       SECTION 8 
  PHOTOS OF PROJECT SITE 

 

El Dorado County 
Recreational Trails Program  

(Part A): Non-Motorized Trails 
FY 2010/11 Application 

 

El Dorado Trail Extension –  
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 8 
 
 

PHOTOS OF THE PROJECT SITE 
 

10-0882 2C 44 of 122



                                               SECTION 8 
Photos of the Project Site 

 
 
EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010                       SECTION 8 
 PHOTOS OF PROJECT SITE 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Improved Portion of El Dorado Trail at Los Trampas Drive

Photo Location & Direction
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The beginning of project site at the intersection of the Class I bike path on the El 
Dorado Trail with Los Trampas Drive, a private road with 10% grade or more. 

Proposed 
Project 
Beginning 
Point 

End of 
Existing 
Paved 
Path 

Los Trampas Drive (pvt)

Los Trampas Drive (private road)

Los Trampas Dr. at El Dorado Trail

Photo Location & Direction

No Parking Sign 

No Parking Sign 
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Private road sign at the top of Los Trampas Drive preventing public access to the project site. 

Photo Location & Direction
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The unimproved El Dorado Trail at the beginning of the proposed project 
immediately east of Los Trampas Drive.  

Photo Location & Direction

Beginning of Proposed Project

Photo Location & Direction
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Typical cross-section of Project site. Trail surface varies from dirt, to mud, to 
grassy vegetation, to gravel, to a thick layer of previously installed railroad 
ballast.    

Along Project Trail

Photo Location & Direction
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One of the drainage pipes needing repair/replacement along the Project site.    

Photo Location & Direction

Along Project Trail
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Natural seepage and drainage on the Trail during the height of the summer in 
August (after no rainfall for several months).  Seepage is creating muddy, boggy 
conditions and green vegetation on Trail itself.    

Photo Location & Direction

Along Project Trail

Unlined ditch 

Seepage onto Trail 
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The east end of proposed project site where the El Dorado Trail intersects Halcon Road, part of 
the county maintained system of public roads.    

Photo Location & Direction

End of Project at Halcon Road
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End of proposed project looking north on Halcon Road.  Plenty of parallel-
parking space exists on Halcon Road for Trail users.    

Photo Location & Direction

End of Project at Halcon Road
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End of proposed project looking south on Halcon Road.  Plenty of parallel-
parking space exists on Halcon Road and the cul-de-sac for Trail users.    

Photo Location & Direction

End of Project at Halcon Road

Trail Access
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Existing improved section of the El Dorado Trail illustrating the multi-use opportunities 
that the proposed project will provide to trail users.   

El Dorado Trail is a Diversified Use Trail
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SECTION 9 
 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP 
 
 

The project applicant, El Dorado County, owns fee title to the project site.   
The deed to El Dorado County was executed on September 28, 1990, and  
was recorded in Recorder’s Index Book 3436, page 35. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
(CEQA) 

 
 

• CEQA/NEPA Compliance Certification Form 
 
• Federal Environmental Certification Form 

 
• A copy of the Notice of Determination 
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• Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado 
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SECTION 12 
 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
 

The proposed project (“Project”) is to extend the improved portion of the El Dorado Trail 

(“Trail”) from the current terminus at Los Trampas Drive (private road) 1.1 miles to Halcon 

Road (public road) by constructing a Class I bike path (8 feet wide) and Multi-Use trail (6 feet 

wide varying) within the former railroad alignment; owned in fee by El Dorado County.  The 

Project is estimated to cost approximately $520,000 and will be constructed and maintained by 

El Dorado County.  Currently 5 miles of Class I bike path & Multi-Use trail extend east from the 

City of Placerville to Los Trampas Drive; a private, gravel road with a grade in excess of 10%.  

This terminus does not provide Trail users with immediate access to a public road and prevents 

linkage between the population center of Placerville and recreation areas of Camino.  Upon 

completion, the Project will provide a Diversified Use corridor suitable for a broad range of Trail 

users, including bicyclists, pedestrians, skaters, and equestrians. The proposed project will be an 

important incremental improvement to the regional El Dorado Trail, which is envisioned to 

ultimately span the entire length of El Dorado County; from South Lake Tahoe to the 

Sacramento County line, utilizing the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor (SPTC) 

west of Placerville, and the Michigan-California railroad, Pony Express Trail, and other 

alignments east of Placerville.  The El Dorado Trail will eventually link to the existing improved 

multi-use trail network of the City of Folsom and the American River Parkway, creating an over 

70-mile long recreation corridor connecting to downtown Sacramento.  The El Dorado Trail is an 

integral piece of the California Cross State Bicycle Route between the San Francisco Bay Area 

and Lake Tahoe.   
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PROJECT PROPOSAL 

EL DORADO TRAIL EXTENSION – LOS TRAMPAS DRIVE TO HALCON ROAD 

1. Deficiency 

Deficiency #1:  Lack of Class 1 Bike Paths/Trails:  The community of Camino Heights (200+ single family 

homes) has no Class 1 bike paths or improved trail system for recreation.  The El Dorado Trail (‘Trail”) as it 

passes by Camino at the proposed project (“Project”) site, is unimproved with a varied surface ranging from 

dirt to mud (on a year-round basis in some areas due to seepage and improper drainage), to grass/weeds, to 

areas where former railroad ballast (large gravel) remains. (Please see Site Photos in Section 8). 

Deficiency #2: Lack of Universal Access: The existing eastern terminus of the paved and improved portion 

of the Trail is at Los Trampas Dr.; a gravel and dirt road with a grade in excess of 10%.  This terminus does 

not provide an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant or “universal” access point for Trail users 

in the Camino area.  Likewise, bicyclists, pedestrians, and equestrians who have been using the Trail coming 

from Placerville must negotiate a steep, unimproved road when exiting the Trail.  Even though the improved 

portion of the El Dorado Trail (west of the site) is ADA complaint, many Trail users in Camino are unable to 

access the eastern terminus due to the Los Trampas Dr. approach.  The existing unimproved Project site is 

likewise not ADA compliant.  This unimproved Trail portion and steep gravel/dirt road act as barriers to 

recreational use and prevent use of the Trail by those requiring universal access.   

Deficiency #3: Lack of Connection to Public Road:  The current terminus of the Trail at Los Trampas Dr. 

requires users to exit the improved portion of the Trail on a private, non-County maintained roadway.  There 

is no formal or informal agreement between the County and the owner of the roadway for this use, thus, the 

roadway owner could attempt to deny or limit public access to the Trail via Los Trampas Dr. at any time.  In 

fact, a sign posted at the beginning of Los Trampas Drive states “Private Drive: Please stay out” (please see 

Site Photos, Section 8, page 3). There is likewise no area for the public to park a vehicle on Los Trampas Dr. 

to access the Trail as there is inadequate space and “No Parking” signs posted on both sides (please see Site 

Photos, Section 8, page 2). 
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Deficiency #4: Lack of Adequate Drainage Infrastructure:  The existing unimproved Project site experiences 

drainage and erosion control issues due to a lack of an adequate drainage system.  Portions of the Project site 

are constantly muddy and wet due to natural seepage onto the Trail, and the existing drainage infrastructure 

needs to be replaced and supplemented (please see attached Site Photos, Section 8, pages 6 & 7).  

2. Solutions to the Deficiency 

The Project will remedy the above-noted deficiencies by constructing 1.1 miles of Class I bike path (8 feet 

wide) and Multi-Use Trail (6 feet wide varying) between Los Trampas Dr. and Halcon Rd.  

Solution to Deficiency #1:  Provides Community with a Class 1 Bike Path and Trail:  The Project will provide 

a recreational Class 1 Bike Path and Multi-purpose Trail in a community devoid of bike paths or dedicated 

improved Trail system.  The Trail will accommodate the widest range of users by providing both a paved trail 

and natural multi-purpose trail. 

Solution to Deficiency #2: Provides Universal Access: The Project will improve the Trail consistent with the 

standard of the existing El Dorado Trail providing ADA-compliant access for cyclist, pedestrians, equestrians 

and other trail users. The Trail will be constructed to Federal Access Board Guideline standards and 

Americans with Disabilities Act standards. 

Solution to Deficiency #3: Connects Trail to Public Road:  The Project Trail extension will terminate the 

improved portion of Trail at the public, County-maintained roadway of Halcon Road, ensuring continued 

public accessibility and reducing potential public/private access use issues.  Trail users will be able to park at 

least ten vehicles in the road right of way at Halcon Rd. and access the Trail. 

Solution to Deficiency #4: Provides Drainage Infrastructure:  The Project would install the necessary 

drainage infrastructure to address the existing drainage, seepage, and erosion control issues at the site. The 

RTP grant request includes all necessary drainage infrastructure required for the requested 1.1 mile length of 

Trail. 
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3.  Connectivity  

Project is part of a regional trail system:  The El Dorado Trail is a regionally significant Trail that crosses City 

and County lines.  The Project will extend the El Dorado Trail an additional 1.1 miles bringing the total 

paved and improved Trail length, (east of Placerville), to just over 6 miles.  The El Dorado Trail links with 

the Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor (SPTC) Trail in Placerville and heads west, which extends 

another 30 miles to the County line (please see El Dorado Trail / SPTC Map, Section 7-3). Currently, more 

than 8 miles total of the El Dorado/SPTC Trail is improved while the rest is unimproved (i.e. unpaved, dirt) 

but usable trail.  The County recently completed a 2.65 mile section of the SPTC connecting Forni Rd. at the 

Placerville City Limits to Missouri Flat Rd. within the County; crossing a historic train trestle bridge.  The 

County is actively seeking grant funding to extend the Trail from the end of this recently completed section at 

Missouri Flat Rd. another 2.2 miles to the El Dorado Community Hall.  The proposed RTP Project will be an 

important incremental improvement to the El Dorado Trail that supports the ultimate goal of connecting the 

El Dorado Trail with the multi-use Trail network of the City of Folsom and the American River Parkway, 

eventually creating an over 70-mile long multi-modal recreational corridor connecting Camino in El Dorado 

County to downtown Sacramento (Sacramento County).  The El Dorado Trail is also an integral piece of the 

California Cross State Bicycle Route between the San Francisco Bay Area and Lake Tahoe (EDC 

Transportation Commission and Caltrans study, June 2004, please see CA Cross State Bicycle Route Map, 

Section 7-2).  Future Trail improvements east of the Project site include connection to the National Historic 

Pony Express Trail across the Eldorado National Forest, intersecting with the Pacific Crest Trail and the 

Tahoe Rim Trail before connecting to the City of South Lake Tahoe’s Class I bike path system.  Finally, the 

El Dorado Trail was designated as a “Millennium Trail” by former First Lady Hillary Clinton in 2000 (please 

see the attached Millennium Trail Certificate, Appendix) bringing national recognition to the Trail.  Thus, the 

Project will not only be an important step in connecting local recreational opportunities in Placerville and 

Camino, but will also be an incremental improvement to a trail system of statewide and national significance.   
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4. Linkages 

The Project links residences in Placerville and Camino Heights to recreational opportunities: The Project will 

link the outlying rural areas of Camino and Camino Heights to the populated urban center of the City of 

Placerville; the seat of the County of El Dorado.  The Project is directly adjacent to the Camino Heights area, 

a community of over 200 single-family dwellings built around the Camino Heights Golf Course.  The Project 

will provide a direct link for this community to the El Dorado Trail and City of Placerville.  The Project will 

provide part of a link to the regionally-renowned recreational destination of Apple Hill; a collection of 

agricultural farms and vineyards with all types of produce, baked goods, and wines for sale (please see 

attached Vicinity Map, Section 7-4).  The Apple Hill area is host to many events, such as the annual Apple 

Blossom Festival, Apple Hill Harvest Run and Festival, and various site-specific events such as pumpkin 

carving, craft fairs, “U-pick”, and wine tasting.  The Project and existing El Dorado Trail will provide a direct 

link between Camino Heights and Louisiana Schnell Elementary School in Placerville, and is within 0.3 miles 

of Sierra Elementary (via two streets with paved sidewalks and crosswalks).  The Project will likewise provide 

linkages between rural residences in Camino Heights with the recreational amenities within the City, such as 

Rotary Park (0.3 mi from Trail), Lumsden Park (0.4 mi), and the Placerville City Park and Placerville Aquatic 

Center (0.5mi).  The connection of the Trail to these sites is via city-maintained roadways with sidewalks.  

The Project would link the El Dorado East Campus, an emergency services and fire science school in 

Camino Heights, to the El Dorado Trail (0.7 mi).    The Project will be 0.7 miles from the Park n Ride facility 

at Sierra Blanca Dr and US Hwy 50 accessed via public roadways.  Finally, the next future extension of the El 

Dorado Trail connecting to the east end of the Project site will directly link to Camino Elementary School at 

Snows Rd. 

The Project is entirely separated from highway uses:  The Project (as well as the rest of the El Dorado Trail) 

is completely separated from Hwy 50 and crosses only three residential roadways, Los Trampas Dr., Verde 

Robles Dr., and Halcon Rd.; each with very low traffic volumes requiring only signage, striping, and bollards 

(please see Vicinity Map, Section 7-4).  The Trail is located within the former railroad alignment within a 
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corridor all its own.  The Project location offers scenic vistas to the southwest of the Pleasant Valley area and 

is surrounded by native oak trees, pine trees, and manzanitas.   

5. Numbers of Project Users  

The El Dorado Trail is a multi-use Trail that provides recreation opportunities for cyclists, hikers, 

equestrians, in-line skaters and skateboarders.  The heaviest use of the Trail is on the weekends, so staff 

conducted a 2-hour field survey on Monday, September 13, 2010 at the Missouri Flat Road trailhead to 

provide a representation of an off-peak, normal period of Trail use.  This segment of the Trail has a 2.65 mile 

length of completed Class 1 bike path and shoulder.  The parking lot was full with 10 spaces and two 

handicapped spaces filled upon arrival, and most vehicles accommodated at least two Trail users.  The field 

count was conducted from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM and the weather was sunny and 82 degrees.  There were 29 

female pedestrians, 9 male pedestrians, 2 female bicyclists, 7 male bicyclists, 9 dogs, and 10 children that used 

the Trail during this time period; a total of 57 human Trail users. Assuming there is an equal number of users 

in 2-hour blocks starting at 7:30 AM and ending at 7:30 PM, approximately 342 people use the Trail daily (57 

X 6= 342). Assuming 261 weekdays per year, this yields 89,262 users per year during weekdays.  Weekends 

may have as much as 50% greater Trail usage, or 513 users per weekend day. Assuming 104 weekend days per 

year, this yields 53,352 weekend users per year, for a total combined usage of 142,614 users annually.  The 

County anticipates similar usage of the Project site.  Since the Project site will extend the improved portion of 

the El Dorado Trail another mile for a continuous 6 mile improved section of Trail, the County anticipates a 

much higher volume of bicyclists than was observed during the field survey.  The Project will also give more 

than 200 households in the Camino Heights area direct access to the Trail. 

6. Project User Accessibility  

Federal Access Board guidelines mandate that new facilities, including Class I bike paths, are readily 

accessible and usable by individuals with disabilities.  The Project will provide access to individuals with 

disabilities by complying with the Federal Access Board guidelines, including the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1990 (ADA) and the design standards of the American Association of State Highway Transportation 
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Officials (AASHTO), 2004. Per ADA and AASHTO guidelines, the Project and existing El Dorado Trail will 

address at a minimum the following access issues for individuals with disabilities: 

• Access to parking, restroom, and Trail facilities 

• Trail surface firmness adequate to provide stability for wheelchairs  

• Spacing and marking of posts or bollards installed to restrict motor vehicle traffic  

• Elimination of hazardous tread obstacles and protruding objects   

• Limited cross slope elevation for accessibility reasons  

• Average running slope of 2 to 3%; maximum of 5% 

• Reference the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for guidance on signing and 

marking of Project facilities  

The Project will link to the existing 5 miles of Class I bike path facility on the El Dorado Trail between Los 

Trampas Dr. and Bedford Ave in the City of Placerville.  The existing section of Class I bike path and its 

adjoining facilities, including parking lots, restrooms, and sidewalks, were designed to fully meet the 

accessibility standards according to ADA and AASHTO guidelines.  In fact, the Placerville Spinal Cord Injury 

Support Group plans to have a race on the El Dorado Trail sometime next year (please see attached letter of 

support, Appendix).  The new end of the Trail at Halcon Rd. will allow users to park vehicles in the County’s 

road right of way and will provide a fully paved access to the Trail.  The 8 feet wide, paved portion of the 

Trail does not exceed 3% for its entire 6 mile length.  Halcon Rd. is a rural residential road with very low 

Average Daily Trips which allows for easier staging from parallel-parked vehicles for people with disabilities.  

User accessibility of the Trail by disabled persons will greatly increase as a result of the Project.  Departures 

from FAB, ADA or AASHTO guidelines are not required. 

7. Access to the Project  

One of the main goals for the Project is to increase public access to the Trail.  This will be accomplished by 

extending the Trail from its current terminus at a private roadway (Los Trampas Dr.) to a public roadway 
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(Halcon Rd.).  It will provide the 200+ residences in Camino Heights with direct access to the El Dorado 

Trail. 

• Projects easily accessible to all users:  As detailed in Section 6 above, the entire El Dorado Trail, including 

the Project, is fully ADA complaint and accessible to all users.   

• Limiting barriers to access:  Upon completion of the Project, there will be no barriers to access as the 

improved portion of the Trail will extend to Halcon Road, a County-maintained public road.  Halcon 

Road is a small residential road supporting approximately five residences with very low Average Daily 

Trips and would not present a barrier to any user parking their vehicle and accessing the Trail directly. 

• Eliminates barriers:  The Project will eliminate the existing barrier to Trail access in this area created by 

the termination of the Trail at the existing, unimproved, private roadway (Los Trampas Drive).  The 

Project will extend the Trail to Halcon Road, a paved, public road. 

• Onsite- or Close-by parking, Public Transportation, Large Populations:  Trail users accessing the Project 

from the east will find parking available along Halcon Rd. and any of the public roads in that vicinity, and 

additional parking at the nearby Park and Ride facility on Sierra Blanca Dr. (please see Vicinity Map, 

Section 7-4).  Parallel parking along Halcon Rd would provide at least 10 parking spaces and a paved 

surface connecting to the Trail.  There are also many points of public access along the existing 5 mile 

Trail, including two designated Trailhead parking areas (Placerville Station – 55 spaces, and Jacquier Rd. 

Trailhead – 40 spaces).  In addition to providing bike lockers, ADA compliant parking spaces, a restroom, 

and covered shelter, the Placerville Station Transfer Center makes the Project site accessible through 

public transportation by linking Trail users to El Dorado Transit bus service and Sacramento Regional 

Transit bus (which connects to light rail service and Amtrak in Sacramento).  Other City parking lots near 

the Trail include the parking structure at City Hall (approximately 250 spaces) and the Ivy House parking 

lot (35 spaces), both with a minimum of 2 hours free (depending on the time of day).  Additionally, the 

Trail crosses many public roads allowing further direct access.  The Jacquier Rd. Trailhead Parking lot 
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provides restroom facilities and is specifically designed to facilitate equestrian Trail use by providing 

parking for horse trailers.  The Project site is directly adjacent to residential development in Camino 

Heights, a community of more than 200 homes. 

8. Points of Interest   

The Project is located in the Sierra Foothills and the heart of the Mother Lode Gold Country, which provides 

significant opportunities for viewing and interpreting natural, cultural, historical, and scenic characteristics of 

the Project site and adjacent areas.  The Project site is on the previous Michigan-California Railroad 

alignment, formerly known as the Camino, Placerville and Lake Tahoe Railroad.  The railroad’s history begins 

in 1903 when the line was built to haul lumber from the Eldorado National Forest.  The railroad was most 

famous for its cable crossing of the South Fork of the American River where rail cars were suspended 1,200 

feet above the river.  In addition to railroad history, the Project site provides access to Gold Rush history in 

the City of Placerville.  Being in the former railroad alignment, the Trail affords users the opportunity to 

experience areas of the County not seen by today’s automotive travelers.  The Project area is rich in biological 

diversity and is situated in a transition zone comprised of open woodlands, providing excellent opportunities 

for Trail users to view stands of mixed coniferous trees, including Ponderosa Pine, Douglas fir, and Incense 

Cedar, and deciduous trees such as the California Black Oak.  Trail users will also have the opportunity to see 

several species of birds such as the California Valley Quail, Dark-eyed Junco, and Red-tailed Hawk, or 

mammals including gray squirrels, bobcats, mule deer, and the occasional California black bear.  The open, 

rolling nature of the surrounding topography provides sweeping vistas of the area, giving Trail users the 

opportunity to visually experience the particular scenic beauty of the foothills, as well as glimpses of the high 

Sierra, Mount Diablo, the Coast Range, and the Sacramento Valley.  The Project’s close proximity to 

Placerville, which is steeped in Gold Rush history, and the Apple Hill area, with various fruits, fresh baked 

goods, and wineries, provides Trail users an opportunity to enjoy the cultural attributes of the area.  Finally, 

the County intends to have local historical interest groups install various informational signs to educate the 

public of the Trail’s historic past referencing the culturally significant points of interest.  
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9. Sustainable Design 

Sustainable Trails begin with a good layout and design.  The Project will utilize the former Michigan-

California Railroad alignment, originally constructed in 1903.  The bed of the old railroad alignment follows 

the natural contours of the topography and has a maximum grade of 3%.  This alignment was chosen for the 

former railway to minimize steep grades and maintenance needs, which lends itself to conversion to a multi-

use Trail.  The Project will implement the following sustainable design elements to minimize impacts to 

natural and cultural resources in the Project area:  

A. Curvilinear Design – The Trail alignment will follow the former railroad alignment which follows the 

natural topographic contours.  The railroad was originally constructed with this in mind to minimize the 

cost of construction with expensive support structures and bridges.  

B. Trail Grade Design – The old railroad alignment has a maximum grade of 3% and averages 2% in the 

Project area.  The existing grade, combined with the Class I bike path design of a minimum of 2 inches of 

asphalt concrete on 6 inches of aggregate base (or recycled railroad ballast), will minimize Trail erosion 

during the four seasons of use and the need for steps and complex Trail structures.  Enhancement of the 

existing drainage infrastructure will minimize soil erosion. 

C. Outslope Drainage and Sheet Drainage – A critical element in designing a sustainable Trail is getting 

water off the Trail.  Water will be directed off of the Trail by outsloping the Trail 2%.  The hardened 

asphalt concrete surface of the Trail will promote sheet drainage.  These two drainage features, combined 

with well designed drainage ditches and culverts will minimize erosion in the Project area.  

D. Avoiding Meadows, Flat Ground, or Ridge Top Alignments – The curvilinear alignment of the Trail will 

follow the old former railroad which avoids meadows, flat ground, and ridge top alignments. 

E. Turnpikes, Causeways and Puncheons/Boardwalks: Not applicable.  The Project will be laid out on the 

former railroad alignment, which follows the natural contours of the surrounding topography, has a 

maximum grade of 3%, and does not traverse any wet, boggy ground, alpine meadows, boulder fields, or 

small streams that would necessitate the use of a turnpike to elevate the Trail above wet ground, a 
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causeway to create an elevated, hardened tread across seasonally wet alpine meadows, or a 

puncheon/boardwalk to cross bogs or to bridge boulder fields or cross small streams.   

F. Trail Structures Used as a Last Resort to Accommodate Curvilinear Design: Not applicable.  Since the 

Project will be laid out on the former railroad alignment, which follows the natural contours of the 

topography and already accommodates curvilinear design, the additional Trail structures will not be 

required in order to accommodate curvilinear design. 

G. Sensitive Natural or Cultural Areas are Avoided Except as Required by the Land Base or for Suitable 

User Interpretation – The location of the Project on the old Michigan-California Railroad alignment, 

which was constructed in 1903, combined with the use of best management practices during design and 

construction, will allow the Project to avoid both sensitive and cultural areas.  By following the natural 

contours of the topography and accommodating curvilinear design, the existing railroad alignment avoids 

wetlands and other sensitive areas, such as vernal pools and takes advantage of the natural features of the 

environment rather than transforming the landscape to accommodate the Project.  No disturbance would 

occur outside of the previously disturbed railroad right-of-way.   

H. Projects Designed to Encourage On-Trail Use and Discourage Off-Trail Travel – On-Trail travel 

minimizes vegetation trampling, soil erosion, and the disturbance and displacement of wildlife.  A key 

management strategy for resource protection on the El Dorado Trail is to require that all visitor travel be 

on-Trail.  In order to provide habitat protection in the Project area, signs, Trail maps, and barriers will be 

used as appropriate to require and encourage on-Trail traffic and discourage off-Trail use.  

I. Projects Which Utilize Recycled Materials – The Project will recycle the former Michigan-California 

Railroad alignment by transforming it into a multi-use Trail facility featuring a Class I bike path.  During 

construction of the Trail, the Project will recycle all of the former railroad ballast still existing in-lieu of 

importing aggregate base to the Project site.   

J. Trails that are Hardened or Paved to Provide Appropriate Tread Firmness for Intended User Groups in 

Relation to the Soil Capability, Grade, Season of Use and Expected Wear of the Tread Surface – The 
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Project will construct 1.1 miles of Class I bike path and will be designed in compliance with the Federal 

Access Board guidelines, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and the design 

standards of the American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 1999.  The 

paved surface of the Class I bike path will provide the appropriate tread firmness adequate to provide 

stability in all seasons of use for the intended user groups, including cyclists, hikers, and individuals with 

disabilities.    

10. Diversified Use  

The Project will provide for multiple Recreational Trail uses and/or corridor sharing by providing a well 

designed Trail to meet the needs of a wide range of users.  The full array of expected Project users – hikers 

and pedestrians, mountain bikers and road bikers, equestrians, in-line skaters, skateboarders, and individuals 

with disabilities – require different Trail surfaces.  Road bikers, pedestrians, in-line skaters, skateboarders, and 

users in wheelchairs require a hardened, paved surface.  The Project will provide for these Trail users by 

constructing 1.1 miles of paved Class I bike path that will connect to the existing 5 miles of Class I bike path 

on the El Dorado Trail.  Hikers, mountain bikers, and equestrians require a soft-surface Trail (e.g. dirt or 

crushed gravel).  The Project will provide for these users by providing a soft-surface Trail adjacent and 

parallel to the Class I bike path.  The soft-surface Trail will be a minimum of 2 feet wide (depending on 

design constraints) but will be approximately 6 feet wide for the majority of the Project length.  The overall 

Trail width, the moderate 2 to 3% grade of the old railroad bed, and the clearing of vegetation from the edges 

of the Trail will facilitate multiple Recreational Trail uses and/or corridor sharing by providing Trail users 

with excellent sight distance and passing room.  Signage and Trail maps will be used to educate all Trail users 

to Trail etiquette and Trail use guidelines.   

11. Including Stakeholders in the Project 

The Project has wide stakeholder support and involvement.  Initial planning efforts to obtain ideas of 

potential users and public agencies occurred during the formulation and adoption of the 2004 EDC General 

Plan, the 2005 EDC Bicycle Transportation Plan, and most recently, the 2009 Placerville Area Parks and 
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Recreation Master Plan.  The General Plan development started with the broadest public input in July and 

August 1990 with a series of six Community Workshops identifying the vision and goals for the future of El 

Dorado County. These and all workshops related to the General Plan development were noticed in the local 

newspaper (Mountain Democrat), flyers were posted at all government offices, and on the County’s website.  

Several public hearings on the document led to the adoption of the current 2004 edition of the General Plan.  

As part of the planning effort of the Bicycle Transportation Plan, the EDC Bicycle Advisory Committee 

(appointed by the Board of Supervisors) and the El Dorado Hills Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Advisory 

Committee met to solicit the ideas from potential Trail users, public agencies, and non-profit partners on the 

El Dorado Trail, which includes the Project.  The two advisory committees represent a conglomeration of 

agencies, non-profit organizations and individuals, including local bicycle and pedestrian representatives, the 

EDC Trails Advisory Committee, representatives of the City of Placerville and El Dorado County 

governments, and representatives of the regional interests of Sacramento and Lake Tahoe.  The committee 

members were contacted via email and telephone and participated in a minimum of 4 advisory committee 

meetings to discuss the El Dorado Trail, including the Project.  The Placerville Area Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan involved the public through two community workshops, a phone survey, and a written survey.  

The surveys identified that more Walking/Biking Trails were the number one response when asked about 

community recreational needs.  The Workshops revealed the public favored allocating limited resources for 

parks and programs to Hiking, Equestrian, and Bike Trails the most.  El Dorado County DOT will continue 

to communicate and consult with the advisory committee members during the development of the Project 

and will attend meetings of the EDC Trails Advisory Committee and Friends of the El Dorado Trail, a local 

non-profit and volunteer organization dedicated to the development of the El Dorado Trail, to update them 

on the status of the Project and receive their ideas and suggestions.  Finally, the Project was taken before the 

Trails Advisory Committee on August 9, 2010 and the EDC Parks and Recreation Commission on 

September 16, 2010 and received support for the application from both entities.  Volunteers, such as the 
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members of the Friends of the El Dorado Trail group, will be utilized wherever possible for Trail 

maintenance and cleanup. 

12. Consistency with Other Plans 

The El Dorado Trail is first and foremost a recreational trail of the highest importance to the County as 

identified in the 2004 El Dorado County General Plan, Parks and Recreation Element Policy 9.1.2.1 which 

states: “The proposed El Dorado Trail/Pony Express Trail as well as Trails connecting regional parks shall be the County’s 

primary responsibility for Trail establishment and maintenance.”    The Project is also consistent with several adopted 

planning documents including: the 2009 Placerville Area Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the 2005 El 

Dorado County Bicycle Transportation Master Plan, the 2005-2025 El Dorado County Regional 

Transportation Plan, the 2003 Sacramento-Placerville Transportation Corridor Master Plan, and the 1990 El 

Dorado County Hiking and Equestrian Trails Master Plan.  Additionally, the entire El Dorado Trail, 

including the Project, is identified as a key segment in the 2004 California Cross State Bicycle Route Study – 

San Francisco Bay Area to Lake Tahoe.  The Project is consistent with the strategies for Paths and Trails 

identified in the 2009 Placerville Area Parks and Recreation Master Plan including Strategy PT-1 concerning 

ADA compliance, and Strategy PT-3 concerning local and regional partner involvement.  The Project is also 

consistent with the design criteria for trails found in the Placerville Area Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

Chapter 5 of the 2005 El Dorado Bicycle Transportation Master Plan identifies the El Dorado Trail as “a 

Trail that spans the entire length of El Dorado County from the western county line to the Lake Tahoe 

Basin” and singles out the Project in Chapter 5 as a priority project.  The Project is also identified in 

Appendix J of the 2005-2025 EDC Regional Transportation Plan as a priority project.  The design and use of 

the Project is consistent with the 2003 SPTC Master Plan Trail Standards (Natural and Paved).  Finally, the 

Project is consistent with the goals of the 1990 EDC Hiking & Equestrian Trails Master Plan concerning 

universal accessibility and trail design standards.  The Project is also consistent with its goals of “integrating 

existing and proposed National, State, Regional, County, City and local hiking and equestrian trails for public 

use,” and with “maximiz[ing] use of the trail system by the physically handicapped and developmentally 
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disabled”.  Almost all of these documents contain policies encouraging the County to pursue all means of 

funding, including grants, to fund improvements to the regionally significant El Dorado Trail. 

13. Management Capacity 

This entire Project will be managed by the EDC Department of Transportation (DOT).  DOT will develop 

project plans, specifications, and estimates, and will also prepare the Project to go to bid for construction, 

including acquiring all necessary permits and agency approvals.  Project construction will also be administered 

by the DOT.  Upon completion of construction, the Project will be maintained and operated by the DOT.  

DOT has had extensive experience in designing and constructing all types of projects from small sidewalk 

repairs to multi-lane roads and bridges.  With respect to Trail development, DOT completed a new stretch of 

the El Dorado Trail within the SPTC corridor in 2009 creating a 2.65 mile Class 1 bike path that utilized a 

historic train trellis bridge.  DOT received the “2009 History and Heritage Project of the Year” award from 

the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) for that project (please see attached award certificate).  DOT 

is well versed in the proper trail management processes including: 

• Upfront Planning: The need for the Project was identified in several planning documents such as the 

EDC General Plan and BTP.  The design and environmental phases are nearly complete. 

• Maximize accessibility: It is County policy that all new sections of the El Dorado Trail must meet full 

ADA compliance.  Additionally, every attempt is made to connect to a County right of way, such as the 

Project’s extension to Halcon Rd.  Sections 6 and 7 above further detail the County’s efforts to design 

maximum accessibility to the Trail. 

• Appropriate Trail design to maximize sustainability, minimize barriers:  As stated above, the Project 

utilizes the existing railroad bed with gradual outsloping and drainage infrastructure.  Minimal grading is 

required and alterations of the existing landscape will be kept to a minimum.  Additionally, extending the 

Trail from Los Trampas Dr (private) to Halcon Rd (public) removes the previous barrier to access. 
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• Minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources: The Project is located in an area previously disturbed 

by railroad development. The Trail itself will be located within the former railroad bed and therefore 

minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources (which were analyzed in the CEQA document) by 

requiring minimal grading and alteration of the existing landscape. 

• Aesthetic design / renewable materials:  The Trail will be designed consistent with the existing developed 

portions of the Trail.  The Project will minimize the area of disturbance and attempts to leave the Trail 

site in as natural a state as possible by minimizing vegetation removal and grading.  During construction 

of the Trail, the Project will recycle as much of the old railroad ballast as possible in-lieu of importing 

aggregate base to the Project site.   

• Maintenance program:  The County has an established parks and recreation maintenance schedule for all 

trails and County parks fulfilled by the Maintenance Division of Facilities Engineering within DOT.  With 

respect to the El Dorado Trail, the Maintenance Div performs trash removal every Friday and Monday, 

does weed abatement seasonally, and maintains/repairs the Trail as needed. DOT also responds to 

complaints from Trail users. 

14. Service Corps Involvement   

The California Conservation Corps (CCC) is an ongoing partner in the maintenance of the El Dorado Trail.  

The Corps has successfully performed brushing activities, weed control and minor erosion projects on the 

improved and unimproved sections of the El Dorado Trail during the last ten years.  DOT contacted Al 

Orosco, Conservation Supervisor of the CCC Greenwood Center concerning construction preparation for 

the Project.  If the RTP application is successful, DOT will contract with the Corps to perform site 

preparation activities including trail brushing and clearing efforts, and potentially contract for routine 

maintenance. 
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El Dorado County 
Recreational Trails Program  

(Part A): Non-Motorized Trails 
FY 2010/11 Application 

 

El Dorado Trail Extension –  
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 14 
 
 

LEASES OR AGREEMENTS 
 

 
 
The project site is owned in fee title by El Dorado County.  Therefore, no 
additional leases, agreements, memoranda of understanding are necessary     
for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed project. 
 
A copy of the current executed Agreement with the California Conservation 
Corps is attached.   
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Recreational Trails Program  

(Part A): Non-Motorized Trails 
FY 2010/11 Application 

 

El Dorado Trail Extension –  
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 15 
 
 

REQUIRED REGULATORY PERMITS 
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SECTION 15  
 

EL DORADO COUNTY  15-1  SECTION 15 
RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010                       REQUIRED REGULATORY PERMITS 

 

 
REQUIRED REGULATORY PERMITS 

 
 
The following regulatory permits are anticipated components of this project: 
 

• Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration  
Completed September 23, 2002 

 
• United States Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit (wetlands)  

Permit approval is expected prior to the award of the construction 
contract 
 

• California Regional Water Quality Control Board/Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification Application Form 

Permit approval is expected prior to the award of the construction 
contract 
 

• State of California, Department of Fish and Game, Notification of Streambed 
Alteration 

Permit approval is expected prior to the award of the construction 
contract 
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EL DORADO COUNTY    SECTION 16 
RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010                       NONPROFIT REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

El Dorado County 
Recreational Trails Program  

(Part A): Non-Motorized Trails 
FY 2010/11 Application 

 

El Dorado Trail Extension –  
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 16 
 
 

NONPROFIT REQUIREMENTS 
 

Non-Applicable 
 

El Dorado County is a government agency, not a nonprofit organization. 
Therefore, the nonprofit requirements do not apply. 
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EL DORADO COUNTY  17-1 SECTION 17 
RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010                       SHPO MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

 

El Dorado County 
Recreational Trails Program  

(Part A): Non-Motorized Trails 
FY 2010/11 Application 

 

El Dorado Trail Extension –  
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 17 
 
 

SIGNED SHPO MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING 
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EL DORADO COUNTY RTP (PART A) APPLICATION, 10/1/2010                      APPENDIX 
   

 

El Dorado County 
Recreational Trails Program  

(Part A): Non-Motorized Trails 
FY 2010/11 Application 

 

El Dorado Trail Extension –  
Los Trampas Drive to Halcon Road 

 
 
 
 

Appendix 
 
 

Millennium Trail Certificate 
 

History and Heritage Project of the Year Award 
 

EDCTC Letter of Support 
 

EDC Trails Advisory Committee Letter of Support 
 

Trails Now! Letter of Support 
 

Eileen Crim Letter of Support 
 

Placerville Spinal Cord Injury Support Group Letter of 
Support 
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