


geotourism n: tourism that sustains or 

enhances the geographical character of a 

place – its environment, culture, aesthetics, 

heritage, and the well-being of its residents 
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TIA Study – Travelers want: 

 Learn about other cultures 

 Preserve natural, historic, and cultural sites 

 Clean, unpolluted environment 

 Outstanding scenery 

 Places off the beaten track, local places 

An authentic travel experience 
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 Empowers the community, promotes 

collaboration  

 Highlights frequently overlooked assets 

 Distributes the tourism impact  

 Attracts travelers interested in local values, 

history & culture 

 Connects visitors to the land  

 Increased reach by co-branding with 

National Geographic 
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“With the goal of better preserving and enhancing the natural and cultural heritage of the 

nation’s public lands and waters, five U.S. government agencies today joined the 

National Geographic Society . . .  to formally adopt the principles of Geotourism.” 

Management 

Partners: 

National Geographic 5 Federal Agency Agreement: 
 



 

Counties in the Tahoe Emigrant Corridor Region: 

 Nevada County 

 Placer County 

 Carson City 

 Douglas County 

 Washoe County 

 - 

Lake Tahoe Visitor's Authority 

Sierra Economic Development Corporation (SEDCorp) 

Lake Tahoe South Shore Chamber of Commerce 

Parasol Community Collaboration 

City of Nevada City 

Sierra Nevada Alliance 

Mountain Area Preservation Foundation 

Truckee Donner Chamber of Commerce  

Nevada County Conference & Visitors Bureau 

Sierra Watch 

Apple Hill Growers 

Mariposa County Board of Supervisors 

Inyo County Board of Supervisors 

City of Auburn 

Calaveras County Chamber of Commerce 

Ebbetts Pass National Scenic Byway 

Groveland Community Services District 

Independence Chamber of Commerce 

Mariposa County Chamber of Commerce 

Mariposa County Economic Development Corporation 

Mariposa Rotary 

Sierra Foothill Conservancy 

Southern Tuolumne County Historical Society 

Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors 

Yosemite/Mariposa County Tourism Bureau 

Yosemite Association 

Yosemite Institute 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 

Stay Near Yosemite 

 

And many more! 

http://www.scenic4.org/
http://www.mariposacounty.org/index.aspx?nid=66
http://www.sierrafoothill.org/
http://www.grovelandmuseum.org/STCHS.html
http://www.parks.ca.gov/
http://www.mariposachamber.org/
http://www.mariposarotary.org/
http://www.sedcorp.biz/
http://www.auburn.ca.gov/
http://gcsd.org/


Funds secured to date include: 

 

 Sierra Nevada Conservancy Funding 

 

 Morgan Family Foundation Grants 

 

 Federal Highways Administration 

Scenic Byways grant 

 

 United States Forest Service 
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1. Local Residents Nominate 2. Portal Editor Check for 

      Completeness 

3. Geocouncil Review and 

      Select 

4. National Geographic  

Final Approval 
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 Become a project endorser 

 Join the Geocouncil 

 Submit a nomination, encourage others 

to nominate 

 Explore the WebMap: 

 www.SierraNevadaGeotourism.org  

 Form a working group, host a workshop 
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 Project Endorsers  

 Publically support the project 

 So far more than 40 Partners and Endorsers 

 Featured on website with link 
 

 Geocouncils 

 Sierra Nevada Wide Geocouncil and Local Geocouncils 

 Represents geographical and sectoral diversity of the region 

 Roles: Outreach, guide project direction, review and select 

nominations 
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 Events 

 Local Businesses 

 Historical & Cultural Sites 

 Artist, Musician, Craftsperson 

 Natural Attractions / Outdoor 

Adventures  

 Volunteer & Stewardship 

Opportunities 

www.SierraNevadaGeotourism.org 

. . . basically anything that is authentic and 

distinctive to the Sierra Nevada 



A NOMINATION 



` 

WWW.SIERRANEVADAGEOTOURISM.ORG 



 Direct linkage on National Geographic Maps 

website,  

 Upcoming Geotourism National Atlas 

 Cross-linkage with partners and destinations 

featured on map 
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 Averaging 4,300 page visits/month  

 

 Visitors from 70 countries 

 

 1030 people have created an account 

 

 1,500 nominations received so far 

 

 44,440 average content views per month 
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 Yosemite Gateway/Byways  

 Built project support and formed Geocouncil: 2009 

 Nomination period: Aug-Oct 2009 

 Now features approx. 400 destinations 

 Tahoe Emigrant Corridor  

 Building project support and Geocouncil: 2010 

 Nomination period: June-Aug 2010 

 Approx. 300 nominations submitted to date 

 Ongoing outreach 

 Press: Sac Bee, Fresno Bee, Chronicle, Local Media, Blogs, 
Social Media, Radio, TV 

 Over 50 geotourism events / workshops so far 

www.SierraNevadaGeotourism.org 




