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required by law

informs decisionmakers and the public

helps to minimize environmental impacts
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neither approves, nor
denies
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 CEQA does not alter an agency’s powers
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Agencies with Qqncerned
Jurisdiction Citizens and
by Law Organizations
[ §-N ]

_— ’
Responsible Environmental
Agencies Consultants

A\ e
California Project
Tribes Applicants
Trustee
Agencies
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Is it an activity with no possibility of a significant impact?

2

Is the activity outside the definition of a project?

a

Is the project described in a Statutory Exemption?

A

Is the project described in Categorical Exemption?

2

Is the project covered adequately by previous EIR,
Program EIR, or Master EIR?

A

Does the Initial Study show that project
will have no significant impact?

Project requires an EIR

§ 34113

Activities outside
CEQA

Notice of
Exemption
(optional)

Finding of no
new impact or
MND

ND or MND
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Overview of Negative Declaration and Mitigated

Negative Declaration Process

Negative Declaration Time Limitation

Initial Study prepared

30 days

Mitigation measures identified and
agreed upon by project proponent

Negative Declaration prepared

Proposed Negative Declaration issued for
public notice and review

20—30 day minimum

Comments considered

Negative Declaration adopted

180 days

Mitigation reporting and monitoring
program adopted

Lead Agency takes action on project

60 days from ND adoption

Notice of Determination filed

5 days from project
approval

Notice of Determination posted

24 working hours from
filing

Responsible agency makes decision on
project

180 days from Lead
Agency
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		Negative Declaration

		Time Limitation



		Initial Study prepared

		· 30 days



		Mitigation measures identified and agreed upon by project proponent

		



		Negative Declaration prepared

		



		Proposed Negative Declaration issued for public notice and review

		· 20–30 day minimum



		Comments considered

		



		Negative Declaration adopted

		· 180 days



		Mitigation reporting and monitoring program adopted

		



		Lead Agency takes action on project

		· 60 days from ND adoption



		Notice of Determination filed

		· 5 days from project approval



		Notice of Determination posted

		· 24 working hours from filing



		Responsible agency makes decision on project

		· 180 days from Lead Agency
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Final EIR (with
responses to public
comments)

Notice of Preparation
(NOP)

Certification/Decision

Draft EIR on the Project

Notice of Completion
(NOC) & Notice of
Availability (NOA) to
start minimum 45-day
Draft EIR public review

Notice of
Determination (NOD)
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Social
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