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SACRAMENTO RIVER SALMON
POPULATIONS HAVE COLLAPSED,
BUTWAY UP NORTH THE TRIN 3
ISAGREAT PLACETO...

'




smon: Tarbless hooks help thrown-back and escape

HOLLY A.HEYSER
Guide Jon Harrison rows and Hank Shaw anticipates the next action in the Trinity River during a saimon trip last month. Aiso aboard is Harrison's dog, also named Trinity.

By Horry A. HEYSER
Special to The Bee
ur guide uttered the magic words on the drive home from a lackluster striped-bass fishing trip on the Sacramento River.
For my boyfriend, Hank Shaw ~ who is obsessed with cooking - the abracadabra moment came with a description of the fish: “They're
so fat it’s like they come with their own butter.” )
I was hypnotized by a description of the river: “The water is so clear you can see 20 feet down. Sometimes you can see the fish coming in
to take your bait. And some days you don’t see anyone else on the water.”

“We're in,” we told Jon Harrison of Five Rivers Guide Service in Orangevale. We were going salmon fishing on the Trinity River.

Salmon fishing was becoming a distant memory for us with the unexpected collapse of the Sacramento River Chinook salmon run in fall 2007. The
fish countinexplicably plunged to barely half of what was needer for a sustainable population. State and federsl agencigs responded by drastichlly
curtailing salion fishing in 2008, and again thisyeay. = ¢ . 1 ) :

But salmon runs on the Klamath River and its tributasy, the Trinity, ave in better shape, so riches await anyone willing to make the 3%s-hour trip
north. And for Harrison, nothing compares to the Trinity. SR i :

“Tt's my favorite of therivers  sexual maturity. Then they
I fish.” he said, naming water- move into spawning beds.
ways: Sacramento, American, (The spring run begins ﬁ
Feather, Yuba and Trinity. mid-June, when water flows
“You can get away from peo- drop to manageable levels, and
ple. It reminds me of my child- continues through August.
hood fishingin the Sierras, but  Fishers can catch and keep two .
the fish are much larger.” salmon a day, starting in Janu-

Whenwefished the Trinity  ary. Possession is also limited
with Hartison a few weeks ago, to no more than two.)
we targeted the springrun, the ~ Because salmon don’t feed
m.umﬂoﬁmio Chinook runs on after they enter fresh water,
the river. these fish must pack on the fat

The fall salmon run, whichis before leaving the ocean for
projected to be quite robust thelast act of thejr lives. That's
this year, is whatbringsan- ° what Harrison meant when he
glers outin droves in Septem-  said they come with their own

ber and October. butter: They're as good as,or -
But the spring run is un- better than, ocean-caught
usual: Instead of heading salmon. :
upriver and spawning fairly That was appealingtome
guickly asthe fall fish do, because I'd caught one salmon
spring-run Chinooksprintup  in mylife - a32-pound mon- : 3 =
the TrinityasearlyasApril ~  ster, just southof downfown s pard o tell who's more excited about a 29-inch sz molyhauled inby H
and spend the summer lolling  Sacramento - and ratherthan .0 1oicon or his dog Trinity S E 4
in deep holes until they reach SALMON | Page D7 i : g . o




FROM PAGEDL
being delighted with Em .
I'd caught, I wasput off.. Dl
tasted like the Sacramento] '
River from which if had
come, .
Now we were just waitin
for vwoom that the Trinity |
%Eummﬁ were everything |
mmEn. j T
efirst morning of 97 :
wﬁb wesetouton

On

Em ver at 5:30 a.m. i m i
“You can’t write where we =
are/”Harrison said sternly,
looking me in the eye.
‘We soon found out why: |
This stretch of the upper “

- ftinity River was virtually .ﬂ ;

" deserted, even though there | them, prompting an attack.
were plenty of anglersinthe| ~_ Harrison dropped the first
area. Weknewfromthe | Quikfishintothe water and
empty trailer where wehad letline out until the lure hit
parked that therewasone | thespot where he knew the
boat in the water ahead ofus,| fishlay. Thunk! Thunk!
butin more than seven haurs| Afish was on the lineimmedi-
on the river that day, we saw | ately. He handed the rod to
just one other angler -aman| Hank, who started reeling,
fishing from the bank. | and then just as quickly the

Soon after putting in, Harri-| fish was free.

. sonrowedusinhisdriftboat | Whathad happened?
justashort way downstream | = Our barbless hooks, re-

| before stoppingjust above a m quired on the Trinity and
pool that was dotted with | throughout the-Klamath

| rocks covered by lush bunch| | basin, would make it a chal-

| grasses and Indian rhubarb. ' |lenge to land fish on this trip.
He spent a few minutes tying The hooks prevent killing
sardine filets onto Quikfish | ' thefish that anglers don't or
lures, trussingthem up with|  can'tkeep, says Larry Han-
fishing line. Because salmon| 5o, a senior biologist for the
don’t eat in fresh water,the ~ ptatéDepartment of Fish and

| idea wasn't to tantalize their  Game.

¢  taste budsbuttoirritate

When Harrison dropped

T e T

head.
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But occasionally he took us

| through rapids, the bottom of

the aluminum boat thudding
on the rocks underneath. No

| wonder there weren’t many
" | peoplearound - this was not
. | for an unskilled boatman.

:w_.: A HEVSER
The spring-run chinook salmon is renowned for its high fat content.

our lures back into the water,
wehooked two more fish
immediately, a fourth a little
later, but we lost all of them.
At the next pool we fished, we
hooked and lost one more.

Harrison was flabber-
gasted at the bad luck, and so
was Hanson when I told him
about it later.

“The hook-to-loss rate
shouldn't be as high as you
experienced,” Hanson said.

Despite the lost fish, we
were buoyed by having
hooked so many. We knew
they were there - and biting.

Harrison kept moving us
down the river, and for the
most part it was a soothing
ride. We glided through clear
waters, watched red alders
dropping their first leaves in
thelight breeze, and spotted

Late in the morning, we
arrived at Harrison’s favorite
hole, where submerged iron
girders provided the struc-

| turefishlove. By now our

method had changed: Once
the sun hits the water, the
bright Quikfish are too
flashy, so we were casting
balls of vivid red salmon roe
into known salmon lairs.

Why does roe work when
salmon don’t eat in fresh
water? The theory is their
memory of feeding on roe as
juveniles makes them bite
instinctively.

Thunk! Thunk! There was
afish on Hank’s line.

He set the hook and began
reeling. The fish bolted, strip-
ping line from the reel. Hank
reeled itin, and it raced back
out. In, out, in, out. We could
watch most of the battle play
out in the deep, clear pool in
front of us, and we could see
that this fish was a monster.
We prayed the barbless hook
would hold.

All three of us held our
breath as the fish zipped
under the boat - increasing
its odds of getting off the

hook But mmbw vB:mE : :
back, and after several at-
tempts with the net, we fi-
nally got it on the boat. Thirty
inches long, about 20 pounds
—well worth the wait.

This was the only fish we
would get that day, but the
next day I caught my limit of
two by 8 a.m., the first 25
incheslong, the second 29
inches. It was a respectable
g@npmommonﬁénugm
spring run has been de-
scribed as average. :

So how do Trinity spring-
ers taste?

Harrison hadn’t exagger-
ated a bit. They were rich and
decadent, as good as the best
salmon we’ve ever had. We
feasted for days and froze
what we knew we couldn’t
eat soon.

Even if the salmon run on
the Sacramento River re-
bounds and provides good
salmon fishing much closer
to home, I suspect well head
back to the Trinity with Harri-
son every summer. We've
fallen under the river’s spell.

Holly A. Heyser teaches jour-
nalism at California State
University, Sacramento, and
writes a blog about hunting.
Read more about this fishing
trip — including tales of what
Heyser and Shaw did with
their catch — on Heyser’s blog,
www.norcalcasadora.com,
and Shaw’s blog,
www.honest-food.net.

ON THE TRINITY RIVER- -

Spring run: Mid-June through
August. (You can catch and keef
two fish per day. You canalso.-
have only two in your possessior
The limits apply startingin
January, though most spring-rur
fishing begins mid-June.)

Fall run: September and Octobe
(limit three per day, no more tha
two adult fish; possession limit
nine, no more than six adults)

Guides include:

B Jon Harrison of Five Rivers .
Guide Service, (916) 806-3119.

® You'll other Trinity River fishin
guides at www.blm.gov/ca/
st/en/fo/redding/
recreationmain/fishguide. :3.__

Other saimon fishing
in Caiifornia:

B Ocean: Aug. 29-Sept. 7, north
of Horse Mountain in Humboldt
County, limit of two fish per day,
minimum size 24 inches

| Sacramento River: Nov. 16-

. Dec. 31, from Highway 113 in

Knights Landing to the lower Rec
Biuff (Sycamore) boat ramp, lim
of one fish — per day and in uom
session.

Other things to do
in Trinity County

B Visit the Trinity County
Chamber of Commerce

at www.trinitycounty.com,
or (800) 487-4648.
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So, apparently the salmon fishing is great on the Trinity River in spite of it being one of
the most heavily gold dredged rivers in Northern California. So, why has suction
dredging been banned in the entire state under the guise of protecting salmon when, in
fact, salmon runs don’t exist on many rivers draining the Sierra Nevada Range and in fact
on rivers where salmon runs are still healthy, the salmon seem to co-exist just fine
alongside the gold dredging community. Something smells very fishy with this state-
wide ban on suction dredging. Incidentally, this article on the great salmon fishing on
the Trinity River was published exactly one week after the suction dredge ban was signed
into law. The whole thing stinks.



