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Pest Detection

• Early detection and prompt 
eradication of serious agricultural 
pests.

• Over 1,000 traps in El Dorado County 
each detection season

• Invasive fruit flies, spongy moth, 
Japanese beetle, glassy-winged 
sharpshooter

• October 2024 two GWSS were 
trapped in El Dorado Hills 
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Pierce’s 
Disease

• Caused by bacterium Xylella 
fastidiosa.

• Bacteria clogs the water-
conducting vessels in affected 
plants. 

• Causes vine death in 2-5 years.

• No known cure for Pierce’s 
Disease.
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• Prevention
• Detection – trapping and visual surveys
• Nursery stock inspections

• Eradication
• Delimitation Trapping
• Biocontrol agents
• Urban treatments
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Routinely check about 
150 delimitation traps 
on a weekly basis.

Treated over 800 
properties
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Notification Documents for GWSS Treatments

Postcard 
announcing 

public 
meeting

Consent 
forms are 

delivered to 
residents and 

businesses

Notice placed 
on door at 

least 48 hours 
before 

treatment

Insecticide 
information 

and FAQ

Notice of 
treatment 

completion
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
The first part of the notification process is to have a public meeting.

The public meeting allows 
us to explain the purpose of 

the GWSS treatments.

Allows the public to ask 
questions.
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Consent Forms

Submit to the office by mail, fax or email. 

Consent forms can also be filled out and 
submitted directly on the El Dorado 
County Agriculture Department website.

26-0568 A 14 of 23



48 Hour Notice to
 Homeowners

An El Dorado County Inspector 
will leave a treatment 
notification at your home 48 
hours prior to treatment.

The treatment notice will be 
placed on your front door.

The paper will be brightly colored so 
it will be easily visible.

Consenting to treatment is the best 
way to help us successfully eradicate 
this pest. 26-0568 A 15 of 23



Completion Notice

A Completion Notice will be left on the 
front door of your home letting you know 

an insecticide treatment has been 
completed.
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How will the treatments be performed?

The treatments are 
performed by a licensed 

pesticide applicator 
business.

Applicators will be in 
identified vehicles when 

in your neighborhood 
during the treatments.

Our department will be 
monitoring the pesticide 

application to ensure they 
are being done safely.
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Systemic Treatments
Systemic treatments are 
injected into the soil around 
the base of host plants.

Can provide long term control 
of insects that feed on plant 
sap.

Absorption is fairly quick 
during the hot summer 
months.
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Foliar 
Treatments

Foliar treatments are applied to the exterior 
of the plants.

Provides instant control of adult and nymph 
stages of GWSS.

Special care is made in monitoring foliar 
treatments to prevent drift issues.

If wind or any unsafe conditions are present, 
foliar treatments will NOT be performed.

26-0568 A 19 of 23



Treatment Monitoring

Treatments are  monitored by 
department biologists and 
technicians to ensure they are being 
performed correctly and safely.

If conditions change and become 
unsafe treatments are immediately 
stopped.
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Biocontrol 
Agents

• Tiny stingless wasps that lay 
their eggs inside GWSS egg 
masses

• Released about 6,500 of these 
wasps

• Found 27 parasitized egg 
masses

Cosmocomoidea ashmeadi
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2025  

• Treated over 800 properties

• Treated 40 acres of common areas, roadside 
vegetation

• Contacted over 3,500 residents to sign consent 
forms for treatments.

• 1,446 residents have signed consent forms

• 122 residents have refused treatment

• Over 2,000 residents have not responded 

• Received $4M  in state emergency funding

• Treatment costs have exceeded $2.1 million to 
date
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Questions? 

EL DORADO COUNTY 

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

(530)621-5520
ELDCAG@EDCGOV.US
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