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Dear Legislator, 

On behalf of El Dorado County, we urge the immediate passage of the Governor’s 
proposal to invest $7 billion to make a serious, concentrated effort to close the Digital 
Divide. 

The flexible funding for broadband included in the American Rescue Plan Act and a 
recent report finding that 100 Mbps fiber can be built to all unserved homes and 
businesses for less than $10 billion dollars have created a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to connect the unconnected and improve affordability and speeds for all 
Californians. 

A large portion of El Dorado County is rural and broadband access is key to closing the 
digital divide. It must be a matter of public policy and a priority for economic 
development, health care, education, agriculture, and social equity. Expanding 
broadband infrastructure will foster competition and thereby increase affordability. 

The Governor’s plan would address all of the most serious issues that cause the Digital 
Divide. It would invest in short-term affordability supports for those with access but 
without the means to connect. It would commit $3 billion to last-mile construction efforts 
in a way specifically designed to leverage further funding from local agencies and 
service providers. 

Perhaps most importantly, the plan would invest in a transformative public infrastructure 
project to build a statewide open access middle mile network, which would reduce the 
costs for all last-mile projects, giving the state a bigger bang for its buck. But beyond 
that significant benefit, a statewide open access middle mile network is also the only 
long-term solution to the issues of universal service and affordability. It would make it 
more cost-effective and therefore more likely for new service providers to build into 
communities—representing about half of all connections statewide—suffering under a 
local broadband monopoly. 
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Using the state’s financial resources to expand broadband is a public good that is both 
moral and practical, but also urgent. The best time to close the Digital Divide was 20 
years ago, but the second best time is now, not next year or two years from now. 
Committing $7 billion to this effort would be the state’s most serious effort yet to try to 
close the Digital Divide. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
John Hidahl  
Chair, Board of Supervisors   
County of El Dorado 
   
 
Cc: Senator Nancy Skinner (Chair) 
      Senator Jim Nielsen (Vice Chair) 
      Senator Anna M. Caballero 
      Senator Dave Cortese 
      Senator Brian Dahle 
      Senator María Elena Durazo 
      Senator Susan Talamantes Eggman 
      Senator Shannon Grove 
      Senator Sydney Kamlager 
      Senator John Laird 
      Senator Mike McGuire 
      Senator Melissa A. Melendez 
      Senator Dave Min 
      Senator Josh Newman 
      Senator Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh 
      Senator Richard Pan 
      Senator Henry I. Stern 
      Senator Bob Wieckowski 
      Assembly Member Philip Y. Ting (Chair)        
      Assembly Member Vince Fong (Vice Chair) 
      Assembly Member Dr. Joaquin Arambula 
      Assembly Member Steve Bennett 
      Assembly Member Richard Bloom 
      Assembly Member Wendy Carrillo    
      Assembly Member David Chiu 
      Assembly Member Jim Cooper 
      Assembly Member Jim Frazier 

21-0906 A 2of  3

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rLNPwqzX5zz-J9PmDnCz4ZfnenLmBslXVuh1SvMVQ87krItgUaQBLAWOSxz-bu5AYWD0hIpjoLcBvJ_-BjHV_rA==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rEqQqEYV3MVZqs9HgujfYq-GTzEoJT5Szz9rLdM78RIWla76t7Dm6J4nww6lI_Qe06itxkaAnRYhyYAaucm8V_A==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rdN8bcg3cpUdpdvs0_LDYCnp9gI6RfQP3ZgukGIVh8TgEGJoeDHfhuqgvkCUS7wciZh9q3nh1K_RkBHomBISHXQ==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rMMAix8Ch8a8pC0KVmXilZuVdvNskJ_miCIErBjIy5uuwAvJUAtJTI6oyxRlvOHiXa-r-eA0kz82QvnjyuH_mZw==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8ru6DombGBUnpgi6frX21fjpYVU3JGEm-a4JWZH-9_YrhmKsJe3dR48_h2bXSNSPr1FrhwGDt59VkDR8IEC0Eu0A==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rqsv9Dr6PfLMtkqPcvspmMrmVGJFE-SZwvQ_oRrlTmLaua9ybnH0o27ClZradvRrolZgnOCyVU2ie9gxyOTT6TQ==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rEvA6udT_zVBE7X_zE1FhQW3H2ewn8kKpP7wKH6OV8oDue8lL8hz2VZtxDCQEY8UbefXo_e_5U_k56gDsDywCiQ==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rvFNA6h70oQEsRxEz9OffXx2bvb25JYkvMZLJJ8xpNDgJ5jR-OedkSXQpGoI9qPWf4rdE3AFQnfbAj1jCp2POPg==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rQuuusvnVJIcWK1ZRVUHQlMf0_vstR44dfHFG4yf26PhrZszpMfWT0JRLJ7ECltuCaIWXEPx2ekU43X-gzbWfgw==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rVAKkfpq93Pzb6gSW32BLZ1KqZ3Oawpek2ixmaMosArBbiMNbgHkeItPAV5a9jrWT9N2dLAvLhpR0oTgzxFOuMg==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8r-U3n38sbgtzeJzjWEHiILXwkreLlvYa8Wbxu0mNH6w-Z0-txH6XHwjzVbWGenJ_RaDy-vaVkvhkq0xuaf038pA==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj7PnvehxAH_JLKe5F6Bn2TKxEuk9U7TLYB6pNWr5KjBiWl6XF2__6NZI_6XQiTvkkWTDisyDlRX7GymnAcWnIYBp6AWS1LA5vQ==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj7PnvehxAH_JNEj2dc-2_qytNTgVKf-VF-gx5ZjUbaiC-S83gIyVpgtJhaSMc0w0CZWxCgh3QJj-9BkQb0O0Iqw6owRaxo0tZQ==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8r8CRfK6sz2y9BSdsA-zGOYttmVZQ2Cj7OXgaV9HKLvdJEu041Sbh4Reoxn0GurLgGC45qRG2gzJm-SFdze37Qkw==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8r32SMniTmfLiiJUeXkwVqO3nUcqoRcw1SX3X8rSrPtjmtt9V4QVVGUV_duJgcFyKJ5XXhtMM_xqIUGkNyA73ZMw==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rH6kAk9QsYHUfbaltkmuwC269C7cdfez3iZWVIi7LCrlabYuU5gwjz74zuQSgoqe3gmp-Fms2BL7OaRmpKs_v5Q==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8ruk11bccp35Z4hs_7Q77eQtywmv8cZiaRXL0fxauaNScKLWD-IBf__HWEDponrQdFmuV9A6jlad_OjtPHYF_q0w==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rSOA920IIf2295YeOeFEAySpQdtkbFhsMD_f8HlFHhnerp9-JlOygr-0yN5YmKrvZWqkYPr6QKHnLsWfWdv4sBw==&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rTGj1gM0PKBZTGP2bzNDzi5Fu2cK2Ud3kBH02-dyhwB02y-PVWFeIEeuwRMeNK4fI4fdidqIx740ExT3K2kPV1KIubQRKWGAeKr2Ut72EjQNH2eHMasvKuR1rBy6lBoOA7JzO8V7CC1jPXIC9KUXSw4BRrPSDzRhbtm3TR2GzjtM=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rBjHR-rbA_hNQX0jZoo7hPPwnC_4pK5OIXUUrcydlXrKCpPZuc_vFQoUG2bLExHKVvrwoGqG8Atvhhf6Kg5OXTLz5K8_JRFPn5TKRQaorg4nyehTKDjP2m9hStzA4ATo2llU7aKkwn6Ud8Ue3cnyBuMDt6BINW_HdMgQUAT_-vHQ=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rGFNE9b6KU7GfETbTGGiqRKVW4kbeEt3DPhWNA4eN4mnR3c_j9tbH2e3S_IuZknZVx2kwYsbIL07Ao-gZRaspx99wMTGsneOA3FnjQaUTGnkJvBi5Mr6uWlgwmfrZNVSXn4u7-AxvueoD20aZUhuww854s651M14z7_aZEry6b7I=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rPQMV_wjWZ3Fiv5cjvjK0OT69XJF8maSsqz5n-nyTaQr-eRzD7nODfwrYQwxPBVBFdge3dpMpMx6forTMr6tLZiWAb5RbfJ33nXrOfjw_Pk_fR2I-aFmTw8vVQUdcHAhJCnpvQJIl6v-2r2oVcjvRMAbY2Ws7XE56ItZLKDXeOPk=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rX5um2M6wmgBNfBMnIYtzDViC_hApbVvfZkH5y3OaOMGDxHCxJ7K2gBNIvPYRhAwqDW98HEGx0hHy-VyLAPuc6m3TqhB7Wep5AUzzKmw9ZHTBsISWxtpJSfcwVrQhO87um2rJhGSFg5yZVYGoVXHETLpGNbGIm17RMnGNyE7ZCIE=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8rlvnBHeGGVtyzLzIjAL7KML31ssCQz_Lo4eZQsUz_L4tY56kF5Dk21_E18ZkPGQKjwIjLiJBfPAx0VEe9-wE15Wq_HIPx6txwgP7rG5dyoZkWplCqqTQawKPQ6s74xAO5UOzCu4BxsNTuuGjlwGwXiI_jerYzzAtvQaEJn4tUdwk=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8r2dDckm4tzpOkXTZNqY32to8aj3mYERYBQGmokrEH8P-ldZq6SXJ7jWqZPmzVu8YXbm3gQ_iGVvml3g3QmWu-25Fzv9JE0KJONmQXoJXrmB7hX0Ftpxk62qbHHhABJ8YnieHIxg1OyWTUlVkdniYQU2wyfhHDIznnCDvUGIWHdUo=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8roQKFPO-ABETIinjcpgA5H4eW2Vtmcoy4L5gEteUsxt3sJBn8qBOLM82mJb9W7gY-mTzaKVecrW7aMVDQ3C3fjupEZTaDeunroXcgXAjnqMkx8KTCWMlOLyGkYnoVQWIigY9CYR9I34SmhHG5_q42kG7gYzZxP4F8mc4hd6p4eYk=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vc_2IKu7PPBeqeQYL6xC2vPHhChpyJ4B-p8nsUq8O6DabdYhibcUj5a8eWm9zE8r85bLlEmjYCHWO5X-DF_VBSOXVsUPPrXob1L6lZHQToaFOLMtmDJlr5PlWRPUFBn8HYq33mEM3XIJUac2XwtOFxbQuj6NEVMwO_cFG0V--oMLFTc-mRvPtOgnBZYDckfNT569-Zlod2goo25ihmLV2KSxvcxGy-8vOrA436VQka4=&c=mb_cHoH4gMPLmcCiaaFwIBF6J94T3EWT-2Rk8RlXxDg9QTN1pOo1Ig==&ch=HvyelQkN-TqoFomBnTE3H_bEghVxY7h32Zg4pHfP1N7xt0O3hw47Cw==


      Assembly Member Laura Friedman 
      Assembly Member James Gallagher 
      Assembly Member Cristina Garcia 
      Assembly Member Reginald Byron Jones-Sawyer, Sr. 
      Assembly Member Kevin Kiley           
      Assembly Member Tom Lackey 
      Assembly Member Alex Lee 
      Assembly Member Devon J. Mathis 
      Assembly Member Kevin McCarty 
      Assembly Member Jose Medina 
      Assembly Member Kevin Mullin        
      Assembly Member Adrin Nazarian 
      Assembly Member Patrick O'Donnell 
      Assembly Member Jim Patterson 
      Assembly Member James C. Ramos 
      Assembly Member Eloise Gómez Reyes 
      Assembly Member Luz M. Rivas 
      Assembly Member Blanca E. Rubio 
      Assembly Member Thurston "Smitty" Smith 
      Assembly Member Mark Stone 
      Assembly Member Suzette Martinez Valladares 
      Assembly Member Dr. Jim Wood       
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