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Supervisor Ranalli, 

Attached are State Parks comments on Cal Trans DOT proposed increase of speed limits on HWY 49 through 
the Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park, for Board of Supervisors Meeting on 2/10/15 Agenda item #25. 

Jeremy McReynolds 

Superintendent 

Marshall Gold Discovery SHP 
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. · State of California • Natural Resources Agency Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

= ---"a':.-.c, ~. ~RTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Marshall Gold Discovery SHP 
PO Box 265 
Coloma CA, 95613 

February 9, 2015 

El Dorado County Board of Supervisors 
330 Fair Ln. 
Placerville CA 95667 

Dear Board of Supervisors, 

California State Parks understands the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) performed a traffic and engineering study of the speed limits and speed 
zones along State Highway 49 through Coloma, including the portion of the Highway 
that passes through Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park which is owned and 
managed by State Parks. Caltrans is recommending an increase to the speed limits 
along Highway 49 as it passes through the park unit: from 35 ·mph to 40 mph in the 
northern portion of the park unit (PM 23.99 to PM 23.4) and from 25 mph to 30 mph 
along Main Street in the center of the park unit (PM 23.48 to PM 22.82). State Parks 
disagrees with the proposed speed limit increases for those highway segments that 
pass through the park. 

We believe there are other factors that need to be considered for this highway speed 
zone evaluation than speed traveled currently. Reasons for concern and additional 
evaluation needed are: 

• Up to 1200 school children and pedestrians a day crossing Highway 49. 
Approximately 80,000 school children and 400,000 visitors total visit.the park unit 
annually. These visitors are exploring historic features and attractions within the 
park unit on both sides of Highway 49. · 

• There are inadequate road shoulders for safe pedestrian and bike travel and 
there are no traffic control devices for cross walks on Highway 49. Having no 
traffic control devices makes it difficUlt for pedestrians to judge when to safely 
cross Highway 49. 

• Increasing speed through park is not consistent with Marshall Gold Discovery 
State Historic Park General Plan. The Plan identified traffic impacts from 
Highway 49 as a key concern to the park unit including the impact of traffic 
vibration on historic structures, pedestrian and visitor safety and the visitor 
experience in the historic core of the park unit. The Plan recommended options 
to reduce traffic impa~ts, with the long term vision of eliminating traffic along Main 
Street and restoring the street to its historic appearance by means of a future 
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bypass road and re~route of Highway 49. Increasing speed through the park unit 
will serve to increase traffic impacts, not lessen them. 

• Coloma should be considered a residential business district with 25 mph speed 
limit or less. The area is marked by Coloma Town population signs, 5 businesses 
including a post office and 1 0 residences on the highway. 

• Higher speeds through the park unit could affect the preservation of historic 
structures, not only due to increased vibration, but increased risk of vehicles 
running into buildings causing greater damage. This happened at Coloma 
School House when a truck was unable to make the corner and went into the 
building. 

• Higher speed limits diminish the historic park experience with vehicles traveling 
at higher speeds creating added vehicle and wind noise. 

• Increased speed limit may increase number of wildlife hit and killed attempting to 
cross the Highway. We already see significant deer deaths in this area due to 
vehicle strikes. 

• The relative lack of past traffic accidents indicates the safe speed through town 
has been working effectively, increasing speed could increase traffic accidents. 

State Parks be.lieves that reduced speed limits though the park unit and/or other traffic 
calming measures should be considered to reduce traffic impacts. State Parks would 
like to work with the County and Caltrans in identifying and implementing such 
measures. 

·It is State Parks opinion that the current speed surveys do not adequately evaluate all of 
these concerns to determine the appropriate speed for safe travel and protection of park 
resources. Attached excerpts from the park unit General Plan regarding traffic 
circulation and Highway 49 and the last known traffic survey from 1984 designating the 
current speed limits. Please contact me if you have further questions or concerns (530) 
622~3027. Thank you. 

Sincerely, {/. / / 

~/~ 
~eremy McReynolds 
Superintendent 
Marshall Gold Discovery SHP 

Cc Donald C. Rushton, Chief Traffic Operations Branch 
California Department of Transportation, District 3 
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StatE\' l:Iighway.49 

Traffic ·.01_); i,{!gh.)Vay ~g thro.IJ,gf}._ Oo~oma~s l.VJ:!!Jn $tr.e.t\t js ,an jr\~r.:easing.. major threat ~0 the 
h~!itg.tJ~ .en:ldJ:'~l.1tJ.l'e.tit, 'tlie ·~trU:<it'til'lU 'st.Abflity of nearby building~,- .and if$lk>r .sa:f~ty, 
:YJSU:t:!~ ~<l nQttVisitQ~ ~u'tQ'niJ>:b.ile tra£1-ie t'hrci_ug.n -the pat<k1s hlstor-~:c -area i$: g()_mP99n~~cJ. 
PY: t.h~ fceqU~)lt. Jtow ot logging;' tr.t:rc'k.s .ana other heavy ~qufp!ll.~nJ; TIJe$e: ·veJ:Jwl~ not 
Q.ril~' ·<:r~ate 'liitirintons which carl s.ertously. we~~~ sfutu()tU~f1's litp.'(lg- ~!l.i:l . stl\eet; but btten 
:travel :at h{gh ·speeds~ end~g,er.ii)g y~sft()J.~·~f!f~ty, · 

Traffic :is : partlg~lar.ly .J:iaza,r~o.ps· b~au~e pru:k iMilltfes ave 16.cated ·on both 'si-:les o:t 
H'lghwaY19", Be¢1l)Jse n_earby tr.ees sh!ltl~ th'illr mnrs .ai.itl tl'le·;highway is• close t~;> 'Cf~y.-u::;·~ 
~l'e.as, .. visttor$. :park illong t!i¢ ,sl\bu!aet's of :the: -highway. 'Tney ()ft~~ 'Slr.qs;; ~}')e. roa~ 
Wi.thoU't U'i;;ll'lg'eitber of the two .existiil[ . .Crosswalks. 

'To. eli'rri1nafe tliese· V:'~ff~c prpplems ~IT~· r.esf~l;l~ )\!frun ~JrMt toJh; ~hi~tor~c app.eatali.t!.S 1 
the. deV.elopment :o~ l!l~er1;111-t~ve tr:w:t.st;>r:>rt~;~{iPn rau:t:~s::wl:U be :l1eC'e$an_y:. TW¢.-d.istittctif 
differ~ent conce_pt!; hav.~ pr.:Jvious'Ly be~tl: propq_s:ec!: (::!Ja r:ealigr.lmeht of Hi~liWey49~ iiYid 
(2;)!1,- g'olQ!Tl'~ :l:>YP.~~-'.1;'~6cf, · · · .. . 

A- '{ltop.O!;ei;l .ri:\'U.t~· f(.)r -a raaiignftreht .6f Highwayil9. from Placervme to. C'?1l?Jll!.l ~~~s 
~gi;>pteo l!iy tlie Calff~tnia Hignway camm:issi6n An 1964. Thi~ .ro1;1te ;W.9¢i:J, ' e}it'lli!'!~te, .a,· 
·sfgnlfi¢a!lt •amount 6£ l.lOilV.iSft6t>- traf;fie -through. -the p~:~rk. I-]cnr'1-YEl!,'.;; tp elimtl'l!!:t<;l. ;!l)J 
·v~hi~les· from Main S'treet1, the .. constl(uo;til?n ot ~11 a~\;liliol.J!\l. )Jyp~ss rQ.ad wi!l. l:le 
necMSlii.!y,. 

T-he '1'G~torqa byp(l~ J,'O~q 11 :¢On¢~Ph ini:ti~~e;d lit l~69 by tfl'e p ·e-partri'ierit: of P-arkS i\r.\d 
. ~e~Jpe~if,tion; woutd · p~o,vicJe :for local ;tcanseortat((1ri to ·ah<:l. 'from arE!as nea~ :rns. pitrk. At 
t~at fime· . e, pot~nHar :a'l!gnrtr.ent .was i~~ntirted tor a future bypass r.oad <to relieve the· 
p:aik J:i( thrcwgl1 t,teJtlG-. ~rime :then1 ,a <l.enstaerablt! :nici'ease in both visitol" and nonv:i~itor 
~:taffl:c bali. :O'rade. thfs' prapOS'al even mor.e necess·aty. 

:$1 

.~· 
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' 
Thir;; plan reC.onitnehds 'that a Ctil6ma by_paS.s roa:d ;be ·deV.clol?¢ fQ ·s~tisfy, tn!'! following 
:_go~l~; !!pd;u):ljoo't.i.ves {Q.r the );larlb . _ · 

.{1} ;RE!<:!uo_~ J;he impaQt .of. motor yehlcles. in the pnrl<, speoif.icany._ in· the Zone p{ 
~r.Jm!V-'}7· .(:Ju;ttura:l. ri:tteres~ 

Ill\pro-v.s' the ex1stlrt_g' ·citcUla:tiorr system ·!!pd vi,Sfto.r ¢'ontroi lhro!.l~ho~t tJ1~; P!lik 

:(3) ~mp~o,y~ ~e:e.e~ 4() t~~ p~k .and pl''ivate' lana~; for their t.rtur.fi. nlilflatternetlt, 
p~P.:1;~¢.tl9n; ,a.l),d de.v.etopm.el}t • · · · 

(4) :E.rthi.Ul.¢E! t!w· viSi~<>i'~ ~xpeJ,'Jell:Ce a_nd t)\e Visual' quhlttY.oflhe htstor:it: ;!ifeas . 

(5) Provfds .~ddi,tfonai. proteaHon ·to~ enliiro:rtmeQ.ta11 reqreatrQn,!il, wd qulturni rt!sourc.es: 
lh .Coloma · ~ - , ·• •·· 

!'.()ten#~ :Pol,ltef?! ,tqr the Q'(jiQml;ll:lY.P~SS road ate identified ori: the nta);i titled 1'PotentiW. 
QjreU.lathm. :~Ql,lt\'!S:·" :'fhe alignment for Roi,ite 11A11 would require crossJnk ·the ~bier at 
~wo. Po!P.ts,: -~~ · llll. ~t~J:~si®. r:?f S.a<?rlirn~nto: ~treat ap.d as .:a-,coliriecition, 'to High'wa:t49 11l 
thg P,m'.~ls no.r.~'lf ~9\J~sl~Y·; B;qu.te ~'I!" ·\Vo~9 eli)I.Ji~ate th~ north· bvidtte crossi~g~. r~ui~in~ 
~il.ff1c to - ~qntutue furt~I'.~9).md the .nver;.,. ·'J'Qi:s !.II!ll! :mtends only .to show t'he .ooMept 
!<i~' pot.~ntl&l circtaafi¢ri rouJ~, a.ri4; :¢~ot''PtOPC?~e. .tb~s.e or -~Y ()f.~er :~pt?clfia l'outes 
outstde exlStitif; ·s.tate. .. (lwi:ie)lshipi $iM'¢. tl)is: .co~d wt>,!il.<Ot ei.tQ\9!.'\?.e, ll,sta~~ Qr ot?unty'route, 
·Mf~rtil; ~for 'i:tfl WnS:tl't!<iti9.n m4.ilt. ll@ ¢_g:t;>rron~t~'Q ~{fJt t'f)~ D~l?.aPt!IIElllt ~l Tran~ortation, 
ElDor.Mo Cotufty, the-. :std~ 't'ransporfa#!>1l Qq"mll)'1~tqn, .!lJ'ld ·et!re~ r¢~!1-ted pubrlc 
aftehcies'. · . _ · · ~ .. ~ .. 

Tf!is: plan ~Pnslders the. possibilf.ty th1i't t~ roatl ·may not be. buiit in the. tlMr tutur.e. .!lno 
PJ!.OP9Ses: .tl:J~"t· lino: parklpg- Z0!leS11 . be. eshiblished li.l:oi'iii Main :S:treet B.S' !tJ. teinJ?Q~jgry 
ro_e.s..s_u~~ t"O l)~lg ~mi.n.a}.e th~ current pr6blems ·of ViSitor _sfi1e.ty . and: resour.'c$; 
pro~~cti.tltl, EiU!kfng S.\)9.U14 b~ pl,'Ohibited 0~ the. narr.ow· shoulders· (jf Hlghvta~ 4.9 n'e!:i:t'; we­
:rh~fi~U.rit -~nq piqnie: or:e~., A, re~tr(cted tim:e . zone w~illd be :required 'f!ear. the post offlrtt! 
UntU ~hi.·s; ·se)V:!'tle: · i~ c)is.9~11~inl.le,~, ,4\.].f.fl,qugh ~hf:;; ,plan re~ommend!l' . that ~o pallldn_g;_·~~ 
auaweil :outs~oe ~~s1gnateg. parl<~ng ar~~~,r;;,.; tempQVI,lrY PIU'kWgj oo.tild b.e alla:wM In a.reas 
·Wh!;ite the -shi:iOidei!S o£ t)i.i;!; 'r9!\o' ,~r% ~:lC<!epfiQni\UY v,iidl3• fthe: ~Of!g'"!'!\nge. pr.ol,)osiil iS :to 
-elifnlna;te. an 'V!'lhiC:!le· tr'f/<UrG: cand' Nstor:e Main : $.~e$f to, SiiPY.\§!le Hs liistoric appearance 
dilrfii;~ :the ftolq tush oj;f¢~i0,9! ' 

With the :exce,~tton• of ~f~hway49" JYJ:onument R..o.a.d :(Stale t!i~h!•tey.!f!ra), -~nd , tile· P~-~ 
road· .from Marsliall's Moh"Ument to Righ Stl'eet;. :all .'\'Q:ad.s .. b(),t~.ering 't~!il Q!);* fl.l!9 l'rwned 
and maintained. by .ElDor:a:ao Cotinly;· .on MmplS,tibn .of 'tbe :a.aqrn"sttJqn_ pro~~I;J.m (~~~ 
'PotanHal Par.k Addttf0ns,. ~· 'B3·)) thi!li!~ -Q£tMs:e ~o'B;ds -.:Mt• Mi1t'.Pl1Y' ·:ft~a:cf; i'tigl) S:t;.r_e-et, !UJ!({ 
Chw:c;!h'S.tree't- w.ill beJn tiie plirk. · 

Althqug6 tr;~·~fh~- Qont.rQ.I ,l(lqng' these roads ili; adequate now:.. increMin~ vis\to~ .atteiid!!fiC.?:i­
mar.:i:lo~n, mAAe:. Jn'qre· ·reg1,1l~tfQn: pf st~eet parking' ·and automobile: aoc.ess. -beaessa1';1l lf 
ic.!!ffic. ·Jn!.i:t'¢!!~e~ tg ~: point. w)re~:e if :,interferes with ,pedestrian . .Cirl;!lil!ftioh, then through 
tr~ffi¢ m~Y ~;J;¢ ~~limin~J~p (in. High street !!.l')d ·Church Street• Once the C:olotria oyp-ass 
.toad Is, ~qr(ip1ete9, J;'ile ~egm~n1;, qi' ~Mv.tu\.pl'ly Road from Carver Road 'to :Maitt Stre:e·t 
slio,plo be:r.eswJG:tea: to:·pe~e;striMl servlce, ~nd' nonmotoriz.ed :vehlcle.ilse •. 

'i'r!\lliCI win · -~ ·i;i e1hnina't~4 ~;m ;~h.~ P.W.l'. rqac;l from: Mru•sl'lalf's Monument -to liigh Stfeet• 
"I:hii(l'Qute 'Will :b.~;used to,r. '{>Sde,s.tr~an ~nc;l:'~E!l'Vl~~ f~affi9 oruv. . 
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r·· 

DEPARTMENt ·oF· TRANSPOitTATIQN 
DlST~ICT 3 
~.6. sait 9H; MARYs'vrLLe 9596t 

'ie~ephqne <91§J 141-41.t?? 

1-1r,·, Kirby Mi:lt:!!an 
·Ma:rsiHlll. G.Old :O:tso;o!/ery .Area. 
P.,O,. iBOl\ 265 
C6lbm~; OA 956t3 · 

· D~fa'r J.l'r·, Mor_gf!n: 

.. / . 
( .. 

0:3-El>-49 
cciloma ·· 
Bp-eed._ Z~ne 

Attached· for your itlfa.rmatil.on and f.ilea is. ·a opp:y. o:£. ·tt~a l:atest . . Speed Zoneo 
Su-cye¥ thr·ou•gh. Co10ma:. 

·Thi-S .13u~vey is to be rep~~te.\$ 'Wttl:t~l;!. I;M J:!e~t: ya~:~r tq ~-ssess the effellte ~f the 
!~test changes·, aa we.l1 as .. to gauge the ·:tmpa<!.t. o'f r-ad<~r< enf.o.rQ.e\1\enl! in the 
~l"ea. 

· l'bis 'Traffic . and .Engineering Sur.va.y aat.ist':Lea the r~(luirerirent for a .five-year 
oheok Wt)E1r!l r~t4~r ~~~ :tt!l!ild~ for enforoeme:nt. 

v~~y truly yours, 

w~ ·R, •GREEN 
District Dir:ecto~ of .Tr-~nsportatio.n 

~ v-t__p.;_, . -~ ·. ". ~r_,_-----
B:Y . 
1'\. :l-J. Nel;Son, Chi~f 
Tr.Sfflo ope-riitiorrs 'Bran"Oh A ., 

. ·' 

· . ;r 

MARS.Iff!lt GOW 

r,JUN 0 ~- 198-4 ··· 

~WEYEflv'ARr:!\ I<· 
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1he .J;)e.pe~r.tmen:t i>r 'i'ransp.orbail'ion, pursuant to t;he pt'ovtaiona Of' 
S.~ati:on 2235~ of the· ·v:ahiole CodTJ, ,having 'detertllitted, upon the b.a~tl;l· O:f !In 
Eng1ne:er.1.ng :and Tr·aft'ig surveyc, '!lfla~ a :a~eed of 5;5 mile~ P.f?l' hour· t~,,s· mof•e t:Mir 
is l:'~!laonFJb~e ·.and E!·a:re :upon the ;porMorr of :state highw;,~y IH~r.dnafter desov.:tbed, 
fJnif that the speed limit :herein·af~er apeo:J,.U~d· low~ than· !l:~ nitles p.er hour ill 
!lPPro.r>.riate t ·o tao.:Llitabe toe o-rd.er.ly· :rnp.vement ot traff:I:tt ahd ia re!lsonable and 
e,af'e thera.on[ it. is aaQor:dll'l~ly 

ORDERED·; that. ~ speecf limi b o·f 2!1 t~~Ues per hoUl'' be an(! 1;)TC? ~ani~ is 
hereby .determined. !ltld dedli'Wed 6ft and for Btl.ltt'! .Highway ltqute 0.3~'Jtb ... ll!};1 
Pfil~i~;~ning a.t. PM' 22.82 1 a point, approXimately. 2!;!0:..f.~t;J:b t:!O\.I~h of: the :J\:tnotion 

· · 15;!149 Md ext'et1ding not;tl'i hq· .PM. ~3 ,11:8, a p:ofnt 6lfipi"6Jdmately 4 ,4.50 f.Elat. south 
q.f· Marsl1all ;ql:'~d.$ .~o~d, :a 1/atal dbtenc.ie of approximately 0'.66· milii.s. 

IT IS FUllTHI!lR: ORD~RED ;tMt apprdpriaf.e- l!ighs st v.ing no~ioe of th.e said 
liptied limit and that aaJd ap<§e~ limit ~!ihall b:e effeotiyq upon. til~ ~~aoement of 
SU<!f'!' l!i~rra • 

. ~,his ord<Jr ~s nt(!!Qe: purst.:i'~nJ;. t o. ·current 'delegation;; 9( au.tho.t<it;~ trom 
th~ lllr:eot_ar o£ 'l'ransportat1on, thraugt) til~ Chief. Engineer to the unda'l'a:i:gn,e<.[ 
Dittl~tor o£' Trans11ortaMon, 

• • 0.:· ;·:;~~~i :: 
# • • ~ 
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Tne JYepart~ijnt o:f 'rranS.lit~rl~t-tq:rt, p~.r~u-!!nJ:, t .<> the pMvisions .of 
$Eiqt:f,ott 2435q of the 1tehio:J:e. -CodEi1 having. detat'm:Lned., upcm 'thr;t ·basb <rC 11n 
E'ngineedng and tr.gff.:to· Sut'vey, that e. spe-ed. of 5.5 miles per .!lour- is lliot-e than 
~.5 .rE!~~onable- and safe- llpoi'l the ·ppi:'tioh or $1at.r. h.islJ.w~:JY he.r~in.~:rftar qeac;~rXbeif, 
eind. that t;hl'i spa:ed .limit hereinafter sp~ecified lower than 5fj :roi.ieb per hour· ia . 
:app'ro!)f'.late t<r. faotl:ibatE! tM orcle-rly )llovement of braffio ~nd is reasonable. iiild 
:~qfa thereon; it is acoot'dingl:~ 

OlJP~Rtiii, that !! r$-Pet~d ~lmit -or .35 !nilM .iier 11.6ur 1e and .the a~:tme · ia 
h~reby .determined .and deolar.ed on: ·and :for st~te HiShJf!IY Route. og-..,Eo ... qg, 
;Qaginni!IS at PM 2S ,48 t a p-oint approid.ma:talf 1r _,.45o: fet3t a~uth of M!w.sl'lall G:rade 
;Jl~;~M and ext~Qd:lng l)qrth ·t;a .PM. 2;3'.-9.~ r th~ S(!tith ~nd '9.( ·~R •. 25.21, '1'! 1\QJ;al 
tliatano~ ()f ap-pr~li~ml!t;e;),y :0.-51 mile~;~. · 

l'.I' ~S.' FURTHER ORQERED' :that appropriate signs ~i.vlns: notioe of hn<ii- a:aii.l 
speed limih ~ii'HI· that aaid ape·etl 1:!.m;l.t:. o\ih!;!:J,l ~e effective upon .the pJ:aoetllent of. 
fiuoh iiigiis. 

Th;l!;! or9er· 1,11o macte pursuant to current delegatloM -of authority rto\n, 
the D.ireotof of' Trani!!Jorjlat!on,. thro~Jgh t .IJEi Q_hief Engineer- to the \.illEI~rsl.gneii 
.JHreat;c;n• ot:, Transportatl:oh •. 

Pat~d 

•. 

' ' 

\ . 

,, 
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TM Deparlliiieriti of. Transpor·tation:, pur:s1,1~nt to: ·tbl!l }:lt·ovlaions of 
Section 223~11 of .the· Vehiole :Cg!le .; hlwi_!jg qet.!Ottninetl 1 up-o:tl the baa:l.'s of an 
Epg;Ltrael':'i:ng !lnd' Tr:mf,t'ao Survey., that a speed or 5~ miles Ji>"OI" :ht')t:ir .as tn~re tHan ;; 
;Ls · re.al}Qil:flble. anCI safe UPe?n ·the pore ion of' S:tate high~ray he~elneftar de13oribed

1 
l11ld 'lihat ~he- a·pe•e:d limit here.fhafter- streo±f;ted ';l.o\i'er" than :55 miiea per hour is 
a)?ilr'opr·iat.e 'to facilitate th~ :qrc!er-:ly ll!Q'{em·l;lnli pJ trart'io and is :reasontjRl.~ and 
!Jafe tt~.eracn; :tt :!.a ~o<lor:diJt~ly 

ORD:SREO,_ that ;a apeet.t .Um;J.~ of :lf5 mHea ~e't' hOUr be arid the same ;i.s 
.trereoy det!)rmined · an·d deolare<l ~ri aMI :for :Stati!t Highway ·RoU.Pe 03 .. Ji;D~IJg. , 
bag~rrnin~ a-t PM: 23.991 the lioUth' ertd.1if B.Rr 25w2.1, :al'!d ~~h~hdil'lg hcft'th .t!..i:l 
:i>M. 21( .• 00·, a pdirit ap.pr0ximate;Ly 600;.,.feet .nnrj;h- ot: Harshall tirade Road', :a tota:L 
d!.stmnoe· 'Q.f apprtix:l:mateM' 0.61 littlea-. 

It lS Fl!R'l'HER ORDEREP t~~1t ap.pro.priate s1Sllil giving hotioe ot: ~he said 
l!,lpaed .limit and th~h 13a:i'd speed J.;l.inft aMli he· eff'eotive ~pop tM p:J;aoem~mll of. 
au.Qh ·11igns •. 

This Olfde):' J,s ll!acli;! .-pur')):ua:n'li tq. oth'.r'el'it :delegations of a\lt'l)o:rity from 
'tM l>ireotor· of' Transportt~tiol'l, throu.e;\'1 th~ Ch.ief EogineE!r J;p. ~he Utu:let'liig_ned. 
;))frl;lot6r of Transportation,. 

J. py( 
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