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Supervisor Ranalli,

Attached are State Parks comments on Cal Trans DOT proposed increase of speed limits on HWY 49 through
the Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park, for Board of Supervisors Meeting on 2/10/15 Agenda item #25.

Jeremy McReynolds

Superintendent

Marshall Gold Discovery SHP
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@ State of California  Natural Resources Agency Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor

b

""E_DEEARIMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Acting Director |
Marshall Gold Discovery SHP ’
PO Box 265

Coloma CA, 95613

February 9, 2015

El Dorado Cdunty Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Ln.
Placerville CA 95667

Dear Board of Supervisors,

California State Parks understands the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) performed a traffic and engineering study of the speed limits and speed
zones along State Highway 49 through Coloma, including the portion of the Highway
that passes through Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park which is owned and
managed by State Parks. Caltrans is recommending an increase to the speed limits
along Highway 49 as it passes through the park unit: from 35 mph to 40 mph in the
northern portion of the park unit (PM 23.99 to PM 23.4) and from 25 mph to 30 mph
along Main Street in the center of the park unit (PM 23.48 to PM 22.82). State Parks
disagrees with the proposed speed limit increases for those highway segments that
pass through the park.

We believe there are other factors that need to be considered for this highway speed
zone evaluation than speed traveled currently. Reasons for concern and additional
evaluation needed are:

e Up to 1200 school children and pedestrians a day crossing Highway 49.
Approximately 80,000 school children and 400,000 visitors total visit the park unit
annually. These visitors are exploring historic features and attractions within the
park unit on both sides of Highway 49.

e There are inadequate road shoulders for safe pedestrian and bike travel and
there are no traffic control devices for cross walks on Highway 49. Having no
traffic control devices makes it difficult for pedestrians to judge when to safely
cross Highway 49. .

e Increasing speed through park is not consistent with Marshall Gold Discovery
State Historic Park General Plan. The Plan identified traffic impacts from
Highway 49 as a key concern to the park unit including the impact of traffic
vibration on historic structures, pedestrian and visitor safety and the visitor
experience in the historic core of the park unit. The Plan recommended options
to reduce traffic impacts, with the long term vision of eliminating traffic along Main
Street and restoring the street to its historic appearance by means of a future
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bypass road and re-route of Highway 49. Increasing speed through the park unit
will serve to increase traffic impacts, not lessen them.

e Coloma should be considered a residential business district with 25 mph speed
limit or less. The area is marked by Coloma Town population signs, 5 businesses
including a post office and 10 residences on the highway.

e Higher speeds through the park unit could affect the preservation of historic
structures, not only due to increased vibration, but increased risk of vehicles
running into buildings causing greater damage. This happened at Coloma
School House when a truck was unable to' make the corner and went into the

building.

e Higher speed limits diminish the historic park experience with vehicles traveling
at h|gher speeds creating added vehicle and wind noise.

e Increased speed limit may increase number of wildlife hit and killed attempting to
cross the Highway. We already see significant deer deaths in this area due to
vehicle strikes.

e The relative lack of past traffic accidents ihdicates the safe speed through town
has been working effectively, increasing speed could increase traffic accidents.

State Parks believes that reduced speed limits though the park unit and/or other traffic
calming measures should be considered to reduce traffic impacts. State Parks would
like to-work with the County and Caltrans in identifying and implementing such
measures.

It is State Parks opinion that the current speed surveys do not adequately evaluate all of
these concerns to determine the appropriate speed for safe travel and protection of park
resources. Attached excerpts from the park unit General Plan regarding traffic
circulation and Highway 49 and the last known traffic survey from 1984 designating the
current speed limits. Please contact me if you have further questions or concerns (530)
622-3027. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jeremy McReynolds
Superintendent
Marshall Gold Discovery SHP

Cc  Donald C. Rushton, Chief Traffic Operations Branch
California Department of Transportation, District 3
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Gireulation
State Highway .49

Traffic .on Highway 49 through. Coloma's Main Strest. is an inerdasing ‘major threat: fo the
historie environment, the strudtursl ‘stebility of nearby buildingsy and visitor safety.
Visitor and nefivisiter automopilé fraffic through the park's historic -area is. compoynded
by the frequent. flow of logging' tricks and other heavy equipment:. These vehicles not
only -eréaté vibréitions Whieh can serfously weaken structures -along the steest; but offen
tréivél at high speeds; endangering visitorsafety. '

Tratfie is :particularly hazardous because park fecilities are located on both sidées of
Highway 49, ‘Because nearby trées shade their ears &nd the highway is close o day-use
aregs, visitors ‘park aleng the shaulders of the highiway. ‘They often cross the road
witheut tising eithér of the two existing érasswalks.

“To éliminate these raffic problems and restore Main Street to jts historie appeararice,
the devélopment of alternative transportafion routes will be fiecessary. Two distitictly
diffefent concepts have previously been proposed: (1)a realigniiient of Highitiay 49, #nd
(28 Colomz bypassroad. B ‘ '

A ‘proposed route. for w realignfiienit 6f Highwiy49 from Placerville to €oloma was
adopted by the- California. Highway Commission in 1964. This route would eliminate 8"
:signifiednt -amotunt 6f nonvisiter traffie through the park. However; to eliminate all
-véhiclés from Main Streef, the <onsfruetion of an additional bypass rosd will be
TidcessHrY, :

The *Coloma bypass rogd" concept; inifiated in 1969 by the Department 6f Parks and

Recreation; ‘would proyide Tor Joesl tiansportation fo and Trom aread heab thé park. At
that time a potential alignimeiit was identified for & futuré bypass road to relieve the
park of through traffle. Since ther,.a eonsiderable increase in both visitor and nonvisitor
teaffic has made this proposal even more neeesdary.
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‘This plan recotifnends that a Colonia bypass rosd be ‘developed fo satisfy the following
goals ggxdiobjee"_c_i-ves for thé park: e

(1) Reduce ihe impact of nofor yehicles in the park, specifically, in the Zone of
Primary Cultural Interest :

(2) Improve the existing ¢ireulation system and visitor control fhroughout the park

(%) Improve access -to the park and private lands, for their future management,

broteation, and development;

i

(4y Erhance the visitor's experience and the visual quality-of the historie giess .

(6) Provide additionel protection fot environmental, recreationgl, and culfural resourees:
it Coloria e ;

Potential routes for the oloms. bypass road &ve identified on ‘the map titled "Potentisl
Cireulation Routes.* The alignment for Roiite "AY would Fequiré eressing the #ver at
two. peints, as an extension of Sacramento Street and .as a. cofinéetion: 16 Highway49 ut
the park's north boundary.. Route"B" would eliminate -the north bridge crossing, requiting
iraffic to -continue further around the river. "This mep:infends only to show the Goneept
foF potential eireuldtion routes, and eannot”propoge these or .any other specific routes
dutside existing state. ownefship: Sines this road would elther be a.state or countyroute,
efforts for its construstion must be eoordinated with the Department of Transportation,
EI‘Ddriado Counity, the Stateé Trensportation Commission, and other rélated public
ageneies, . ' : o

or
%

- - 5

‘This plan considers the possibility that this rodd may not be built in the hear futuie and
proposes, that 'mo parking zones". be. established along Main Sireet as’ @ témporafy
megsure to help eliminate the current -probléms -of visitér saféty and resqurce
protection, Parking should be prohibited on the. narrow shoulders 6f Highway 49. :ngsr: the
museum -and pionic area, A restricted time.zone would bé :réquired near the post office
until this setvice s discontinued. Although this plan recommends fhat mo parking be
allowed gutside designated parking areas, temporary parking could be alléwed if areas
where ithe shoulders ‘of the road -are exceptionally: wides The long-range proposal is 16
dlifingte. vl ‘véhicle traffic and restore Wain :Sireet to, simulate its historic appearance
daring th gold rush period; |

-

‘Cotnty. arid Park Reads .

. A et B

‘With the -exception of Eighw'agfr-49,; Moriument Road (State Highway 158), and the park-
road from Marshall's Motiument ¢ High Street; mll voads bordering the park are eowned  _.
and ‘maintained by E1Dotad County: -On completion of the adquisition program (see . .
Potential Park Additions, p.83), three of thesd roads — Mt: Murphy Road, High Street, and
Church Street - will bein the park. ’

Although traffic. control .along. these roads is. adequate now, incréasing visitor attendancs
may soon make. more’ regulation: of street parking'.and automobile aceess necessary, if
traffic increases: to & point where it interferes with pedestriant.cireuldtion, theti-through
traffie may be: ¢liminated on High Street and Church Street. Oncé the Coloma bypass
rogd s gompleted, fhe segment:of Mt.Murphy Road from Carver Road to Médin Straet
should be.restricted. to'pedestrian, service, and nonmotorized vehicle use

'

Traffic will ‘B¢ éliminated on the park road from Marshall's Monument £o High Stifeet.
Thisiroute will be:used for pedestrian and.sepvice fraffic only.
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""‘T“F'CAL'FORN”‘ —TRARSPORTATION AGERCY e T "GEORGE DEUKMENIAN, Govornor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 3
PO, BOX 911; MARYSVILLE 95901

Telephone (916) T41-4362

Juwe 4, 1984

c

03-ED-49
Coloma
Speed Zone

M, Kirby Morgan : N
‘Marshall Gold Discovery Aréa ’ L™
P.O. Box 265 ' ;

Goloma, CA 95613 -

+ Dgar Mr Mcrgan-

Atbaohed for jour inf‘ormation and files is & oopy of the 1atest Speed Zone
" Survey through Coloma

“This survey 1s to be repeatect within the next: year to assess l;ha effects of the
latest changes, as well as ko gauge the :meact of raaar* enforcemen% in the
qréd. .

" This Traffic.and Engineering Subvdy saf:isfias the requiremeht for a five-year
chegk where radar is used For enforcement.

Very truly .yours., -

Wi R. ‘GREEN
Distriet Director of Transt;orha’oion

By - o
Re. M, Nelson, Chief
Traffie Dpcrabions Branch A

Attach,

MARSHALL GoLD
JON 61984

i@cg&zfé‘mﬁm s
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ORDER DECREASING 55-MILE SPEED LIMLY ON STATE HIGHWAY

The Department of Transportation, pursuant to the provisions of
Seation 22354 of the Vehiale Code, having determired, uipon the bagis of an
Englngering and Traffic Survey, thal a speed of 55 miles per hour is more than
ls reasonable and safe upon the porbicwr of ‘State highway hereinafter desoribed,
and that the speed 1limit herelnafter dpeoifiled lower thad 55 milés per hour is
appropriate to facilitiabe the vrderly movement of traffi¢ dand is reasonable and
gafe thersony Jit. ls socordingly :

ORDERED, that. & speed limit of 25 miles per hour be and the same is
hareby deternined snd dedlared on and for State Highway Route 03-ED-H9,

beglnning. at PM 22,82, & point, approximately 250-feet mouth of the Junotilon
"~ 153/49 and exbetiding north to PM, 23,48, a point dpproximately 4,U50 Feet south

of Marshall Grade Road, a tatal distence of approximately 0,66 nilles.

_ ‘LT IS FURTHER ORDERED that appropriate sighs giving notice of the sald
Bpéed limit and That sald speed Iimit shall be effecbive upon the placemeént of
suoh gigna. : L

This order is made pursugnt to ourrént delemations of aubhordty from

bhe Director of Trénsportation, through the Chief Enginger to bhe undetaigned
Dirédtor of Transportation, )

veted__ "~ 0 - PF.

-~

: ﬁ4§§=F;f Cgfats

A2 W R. GREED s
A Distriot Direotor of {Iyansportation
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ORDER DECREASING 55~MILE SPEED LIMIT ON STATE HIGHWAY

Thé Departmett of Trangporfation, purswant: to the provisions of
Seotlon 22354 of the Vehiele Codey having determined, upot the basis of an
Engineering end Traffie Survey, that a speed of 55 miles per hour 15 vigre thah
is reasonable and dafe upon the portion of State highway hereinafter desoribed,
and. that the speed limit hereinafter specified lower than 55 wiles per hour ig
appropriste to facllibate the orderly movement of traffic and is reasotiable and
gafe thereord; 1t is dcoordlngly

ORDERED, that a gpeed limlt of 35 miled psr hour be and the asme 1y
hereby determined and deolared on and for State Highway Route 03-ED-U9,
beginning at PM 23,48, & polnt approximatsly 4,450 feet south of Marshall Grade
Road and extending north to PM. 23,99, bhe seuth end of BR, 25,21, a tobal
distanoce of nppraximately 0,51 miles.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that appropriabte signs giving notloe of bhe maid
&peed ITinmlt and that mald speed limib ehall be effeotive upon the placement of
Such S1EnS.

This order s made pursuant to ourrent delegations -of authority from.’

the Dirsotar of Transportabion, through the Chief Engineer to the uhdersigned
Direator of Transportatioh.

Dabed &L 30~

. T e ot
" W, R.. GREEN
4% Disbriet Directar of sportatiot
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ORDER .DECREASING 55~MILE: SPEED LIMIT ON STATE»HIGHW{Y

The Deparbment of Transportation, pursugnt to the provisions of
Seotlon 22354 of the Vehlole Code; having determined, upon the basis of an
Engineering and Traffio Survey, bhat a spesd of 55 miles por houv is moré than
1s reagonable ang safe upon the portion of State highway hereinafter desoribed,
and that the spead 1imit hereinaftér speoified lower than 55 miles per hour is
appropriate to facllitate the orderly movement of traffioc and iy reasonable and
safe thersony it is acsordingly

ORDERED, that @ speed limlt of 45 miley per hour he atid the same is
hereby determined and deolared on ahd for State Highway Roube 03«EDUg,
byginning &t PM 23,99, the soubh end 6f BR, 25-21, and wxtending north to

PM, 24,80, a point approximately 600-feet north of Marshall Grade Road, & total

distenoe of approximately 0.61 miled.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that appropridte sighe glving hotlee of the sald
speed limit and that sald speed limit shall be effeotive upon the placement of
suoh. gigns.

This ¢rder 13 made.piirsuaint to urrent delégatlions of authority from
‘the Director of Transportation, through the Chief Engilneer to the undersigned
Director of Tramsportation,

pated_ G320 Pt

Wi "R'.‘ GREEN £ K
Distriot Direoctor of(Tfansportation
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