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El Dorado County Fire Safe Council 
~ P.O. Box 1011 
~~ Diamond Springs, CA 95619 

Phone: (530) 647-1700 
Fire'!,qfp~ Website: edcfiresafe.org Email: board@edcfiresafe.org 
~G-r; IDr::~~~uliliC~Fa~i.jnT~~9J~i~dimmnir~iif~PL _:ffc)!f~ii@IDN.f.tm!Jl"li~• 

September 8, 2013 

Supervisor Ron Briggs, Chairman 
El Dorado County Board of Supervisors 
330 Fair Lane 
Placerville, CA 95667 

Chairman Briggs, 

First I would like to apologize to you and the Board for the delay in fulfilling your request to 
provide the Supervisors an update on the County Fire Safe Council. We have been working to 
help property owners create defensible space, sponsor neighborhood clean up days and establish 
fuel breaks. We have not done a good job of telling our story, which is a good one. We are on 
your agenda for October 8th and will provide a detailed update at that time. 

It has come to our attention that the County Administrative Office has located approximately 
$26K in unallocated Title ill funds. We request that the Board take action to provide these 
remaining funds to the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council. 

I understand that the past practice has been to provide all the Title ill funds to the EDSO Search 
and Rescue Unit one year and to the El Dorado Fire Safe Council the following year. I am not 
sure how or where this practice originated, but it seems we could agree to a more logical 
approach to help even out year to year budget cycles and comply with the Title ill requirements. 

The Fire Safe Council did not present a good case to the BOS for funding last year and as a 
result, received only $7,178 ofTitle ill funds while EDSO received $158,853. This is in addition 
to the $116,698 allocated to the EDSO in 201112012 budget cycle. Since that time we have 
drastically cut our overhead and operating expenses to less than $20K per year. We no longer 
have an Executive Coordinator on contract, we have one part time person (less than $500 per 
month) that acts as our administrator and schedules the chipper and dumpster requests. For 
everything else we rely on unpaid volunteers. We will deplete our operating funds by early next 
year. 

We have attempted and continue our efforts of private sector fundraising but are hampered by 
controversy surrounding the Cal-Fire "Fire Fee", the Proposition 40 issues in the County and a 
difficult economy. 

These remaining Title ill funds will allow us to continue operating, although on a shoestring, for 
one more year and will allow us to restart a limited senior assistance program. We will also use 
the funds to develop Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) for the Lakehills Estates 



13-0660 3D  2 of 5

' I 

and Georgetown communities. These CWPPs include a section dedicated to community 
evacuation plans. The development of CWPPs is one of the allowable uses of Title Ill funds as 
indicated in the attached information flyer. 

Even with minimum funding and weary volunteers, our revamped Board of Directors and 
Council are seeking grants from USFS totaling nearly $400,000 for the next two years. These 
grants would restart the county wide dumpster and chipper programs, create fuel breaks around 
our communities and sustain jobs by using local vendors. This represents a potential payback of 
$15 for every dollar ofTitle III funding allocated. 

Your favorable decision would protect our county's residents, visitors and resources while 
protecting jobs and enhancing our economy. 

at Dwyer, Chair 
Rpdl23@att.net 
(H) 530-622-7121 
(C) 530-391-4493 
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El Dorado County Fire Safe Council 
P.O. Box 1011 

Diamond Springs, CA 95619 

Website: edcfiresafe.org 
Phone: (530) 647-1700 

Email: board@edcfiresafe.org 
"Putilic and Privat~~Partners Working Together t61»rotect People, Homes, and Natural Resources" COUNCIL 

September 4, 2013 

Sheriff John D' Agostini 
300 Fair Lane 
Placerville, CA 95667 

Sheriff D' Agostini, 

It has come to our attention that the County Administrative Office has located approximately 
$26K in unallocated Title ill funds. I am requesting that you agree to provide these remaining 
funds to the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council. 

I understand that the past practice has been to provide all the Title III funds to the EDSO Search 
and Rescue Unit one year and to the El Dorado Fire Safe Council the following year. I am not 
sure how or where this practice originated, but it seems we could agree to a more logical 
approach to help even out year to year budget cycles. 

The Fire Safe Council did not present a good case to the BOS for funding last year and as a 
result, received only $7,178 of Title III funds while EDSO received $158,853. This is in addition 
to the $116,698 allocated to the EDSO in 201112012 budget cycle. Since that time we have 
drastically cut our overhead and operating expenses to less than $20K per year. We no longer 
have an Executive Coordinator on contract, we have one part time person (less than $500 per 
month) that acts as our administrator and schedules the chipper and dumpster requests. For 
everything else we rely on unpaid volunteers. We will deplete our operating funds by early next 
year. 

We have attempted and continue our efforts of private sector fundraising but are hampered by 
the Cal-Fire "Fire Fee", the Proposition 40 issues in the County and a difficult economy. 

These remaining Title III funds will allow us to continue operating, although on a shoestring, for 
one more year and will allow us to restart a limited senior assistance program. We will also use 
the funds to develop Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) for the Lakehills Estates 
and Georgrtown communities. These CWPPs include a section dedicated to community 
evacuation plans. The development of CWPPs is one of the allowable uses of Title III funds, 
please review the attached information flyer. 

Even with minimum funding and weary volunteers, we are seeking grants from USFS totaling 
nearly $400,000 for the next two years. These grants would restart the county wide dumpster 
and chipper programs, and create fuel breaks around our communities. 
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We appreciate and respect all that you and your Search and Rescue team accomplishes for 
visitors to our county and for our residents. Please give favorable consideration to our request. 
I would be happy to meet with you or your representatives about this issue at your convenience. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Dwyer, Chair 
Rpd 123@att.net 
(H) 530-622-7121 
(C) 530-391-4493 
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Title Ill - County Funds 
Counties shall notify the Secretary of Agriculture of its election of funds in Title ill no later than September 
30 of each fiscal year. Title m projects are developed and selected by the counties. Projects should be 
advertised for 45 days to allow public COIImlent. Proposed projects should also be sent to the Resource 
Advisory Committee (RAC) if one exists in the county. 

Compared to the previous Act (Public Law 1 06-393) ilic reauthorized Secure Ruml Schools and Community 
Scif-Determination Act (Public Law 110-343) significantly narrows the activities that can be funded under 
title llL 

Title iii ftmds may be used to: 

(I j carry our activities under the Firewise Communities Program ro provide homeowners in Tire sensitive 
ccosy5tcrro education and assistance. \vith implementing,. techniques in home. siting~ horne 
construction, an<i home iandscaping that can increase the protection of pcopic and property irom 
wildfires~ 

~LJ reimi:mrse rhe paniciparing counry for search and rescue ana orner emergency services, inciu<iing 
iircfighting that arc p;..'7formcd on federal iand after the d . .-~te on which rhc usc w c;.s approved and paid 
for by the pa.rticipating county~ and 

(3) dcvdop comlnunirj' "\.>ildiire protection pians in coordination with the Scerctnj of Agricuimrc. 

The rirewise Communities program (www.firewise.org) is a cooperative, non-reguiarory program 
ad1ninistcrcd by the Nationai Fire Protection Association and sponsored by the USDA .Fore-st Scrvil:c, the US 
i'".Jeparrrnem of rhe i merior, ana srare forestry organi7.arions. It is designea ro invoive homeowners, community 
leaders, planners. developers, and others in the effort to protect people, property, and natural resources from 
Lhc risk oi' wiiuianu i"irc- oci{m: a iirc sL.ans. inc Fircwisc Cmmnunmcs approach cmpi1asizcs cornrnuniLy 
rcsptJnsibi!ity :for pianning in the design of a sa:fc co!r~.rnunit'y as \veil as effe-ctive emergency response~ and 
individual rcsponsibiiit)l for s.at~::r horne construction and design~ landscaping, and maintenance. 

A community wiiaiirc protection pian is aciined in section iui(J) of me Heaimy Forests R.cswration Act of 
2003 (i':ublic La\v f-.Jo. 108- i48, Dccc.mhcr 3,. 2003),. \Vith spccit1c- contcnr and a process for dc\·~cfop!nent. 

under rile new Secure "Kurai Schoois A.c1, coumies receiving more ti1an S35ii,(J(Ji) wrai paymem cannm 
allocate. more than seven percent to ·rit1c. lii prC"~ccts~ \Vith the. balance aiiocatcd to ·ride ii or rcttm1cd to the 
U.S. Treasury. 

CounLics aiiocating iumi.'i ior TiLic Iii projects musL submit ccniiicaLion Lflal Lhc i'un<is- were uscu in 
accorda.;:;cc <vith T1tlc ill to the Secretary of Ab' ;culture no larcr than February l of 1hc year after county 
iumis were expended. The Forest Service wiii notify participating coumies oft.he process ana format the 
Sccrctar.f \viii usc for certification before the end offiscai year 2009. 

Tiu~. au~;inJ-rity lt} IOIUau~ Titi~ Ill projt:.LL'i Lt:.nninaLt:.S un 5r.pteHii1t:.r 5u, 2\J j. i . r uuU.."-; llUl ~p~nl or uOiigau~u Oy 
Scprc.mbcr 30, 20i2~ 'tViii be returned. to the Li·.S. ·rrcasury. 

Secure Rural Schools Program- Title Ill Overview www.fs.fed.us/srs httos://wwwnotes.fs fed.us/wo/secure rural schools.nsf 
03/05/2009 




