
Sec. 130.40.130 Communication Facilities. 

A. Applicability. This Section provides for the orderly development of commercial and private wireless
communication facilities including transmission and relay towers, dishes, antennas, and other similar
facilities. The Board finds that minimizing the number of communication facilities through co-locations on
existing and new towers and siting such facilities in areas where their potential visual impact on the
surrounding area is minimized will provide an economic benefit and will protect the public health, safety and
welfare.

1. Communication service providers shall:

a. Employ all reasonable measures to site their antennas on existing structures as facade mounts,
roof mounts, or co-location on existing towers prior to applying for new towers or poles;

b. Work with other service providers and the Department to co-locate where feasible. Where co-
location on an existing site is not feasible, develop new sites which are multi-carrier to facilitate
future co-location, thereby reducing the number of sites countywide.

2. Generally, the County will seek to minimize the visual impacts of wireless communication facilities by
limiting the number of facilities. However, the County may require construction of a number of smaller
facilities instead of a single monopole or tower if it finds that multiple smaller facilities are less visually
obtrusive or otherwise in the public interest.

B. Permit Requirements. Communication Facilities, as defined in Article 8 (Glossary: See "Communication
Facilities") of this Title, shall be allowed subject to the following standards and permitting requirements:

1. Repeaters and Other Small Facilities. Repeaters and other similar small communication facilities that do
not exceed five square feet and do not protrude more than 18 inches from the mounting surface or
extend more than three feet above the roofline may be allowed by right in any zone provided that no
additional equipment is required.

2. Building Facade Mounted Antennas. In all zones, building facade-mounted antennas may be allowed
subject to an Administrative Permit in compliance with Section 130.52.010 (Administrative Permit,
Relief, or Waiver) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this Title subject to the requirements
below in this Section. Those facilities not meeting the requirements below are subject to a Conditional
Use Permit in compliance with Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning
Permit Processing) of this Title.

a. No portion of the antenna, support equipment, or cables shall project above the roofline unless
consistent with Subsection 3 (Roof Mounted Antennas) below in this Section;

b. The surface area of all antenna panels shall not exceed ten percent of the surface area of the
facade of the building on which it is mounted or 30 square feet, whichever is greater;

c. No portion of the antenna or equipment shall extend out more than 24 inches from the facade of
the building;

d. Antennas and equipment shall be constructed and mounted to blend with the predominant
architecture and color of the building, or otherwise appear to be part of the building to which it is
attached;

e. The lowest portion of all antennas shall be located a minimum of 15 feet above grade level; and

f. All equipment shelters, cabinets, or other ancillary structures shall be located within the building
being utilized for the communication facility, or on the ground screened from public view.
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Equipment located on the roof must be screened from public view from adjacent streets and 
properties by an architecturally compatible parapet wall or other similar device.  

3. Roof Mounted Antennas. The construction or placement of communication facilities as roof mounted 
antennas may be allowed as follows:  

a. In all commercial, industrial and research and development zones, except where located adjacent 
to a state highway or designated scenic corridor, roof mounted antennas may be allowed subject 
to approval of an Administrative Permit. Those facilities not meeting the requirements under 
Subsections B.2.c, B.2.d, and B.2.f (Building Façade Mounted Antennas) above in this Section and 
the following requirement shall be subject to a Conditional Use Permit in compliance with 
Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this 
Title:  

(1) Facilities located on the roof of the building shall be located towards the center of the roof 
if technologically feasible.  

(2) The height of the facility shall not exceed 15 feet above the roof top or the maximum 
height for the zone, whichever is less.  

b. In all other zones, or where located adjacent to a state highway or designated scenic corridor, 
roof mounted antennas shall be subject to Commission approval of a Conditional Use Permit in 
compliance with Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit 
Processing) of this Title.  

4. Co-location on Existing Non-building Structures or Public Facilities. In all zones, the co-location of 
antennas on signs, water tanks, utility poles and towers, light standards, and similar structures may be 
allowed subject to Zoning Administrator approval of a Minor Use Permit in compliance with Section 
130.52.020 (Minor Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this Title. Those facilities 
not meeting the requirements below are subject to a Conditional Use Permit in compliance with 
Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this Title:  

a. Antennas shall not exceed the maximum height for the zone or 15 feet above the height of the 
existing structure, whichever is less;  

b. Antennas and mounting brackets shall be constructed and mounted to blend with the design and 
color of the existing structure;  

c. All equipment shelters, cabinets, or other ancillary structures shall be located within the 
structure being utilized for the communication facility, or on the ground screened from public 
view; and  

d. If proposed to be attached to a structure, utility pole, or tower located within a public utility 
easement, both the utility and the property owner must authorize submittal of an application for 
such use.  

5. Co-location on Existing Approved Monopoles or Towers. In all zones, the placement of antennas on an 
existing approved monopole or tower may be allowed subject to an Administrative Permit. Those 
facilities not meeting the requirements below are subject to a Conditional Use Permit in compliance 
with Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this Title.  

a. New antennas shall be located at or below the topmost existing antenna array, either on the 
same pole, or at the same height on a replacement pole within the approved lease area;  

b. New antennas shall not extend out horizontally from the pole more than the existing widest 
projection. Use of designs similar to the existing antenna array is encouraged;  
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c. All equipment shelters, cabinets, or other ancillary structures shall be located within the building 
being utilized for the communication facility, or on the ground screened from public view;  

d. The antennas and pole or tower shall be designed to match the existing facility, or to blend with 
the natural features or vegetation of the site; and  

e. Additional antenna arrays added above the existing approved antenna array or that requires the 
tower height to be increased shall be considered a new tower and shall be subject to the 
provisions of Subsection B.6 (New Towers or Monopoles) below in this Section.  

6. New Towers or Monopoles. The construction or placement of communication facilities on new towers 
or monopoles, or an increase in height of existing towers or monopoles may be allowed as set forth 
below:  

a. In all commercial, industrial, and research and development zones, except where located 
adjacent to a state highway or designated scenic corridor or within 500 feet of any residential 
zone, a new tower or monopole may be allowed subject to Zoning Administrator approval of a 
Minor Use Permit in compliance with Section 130.52.020 (Minor Use Permits) in Article 5 
(Planning Permit Processing) of this Title.  

b. In all other zones, or where located adjacent to a state highway or designated scenic corridor or 
within 500 feet of any residential zone, new towers or monopoles shall be subject to Commission 
approval of a Conditional Use Permit in compliance with Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use 
Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this Title.  

7. Other Types of Facilities Not Listed Above. Application proposals that do not conform to the above 
requirements of Subsections B.2 through B.5 above in this Section will be subject to Commission 
approval of a Conditional Use Permit in compliance with Section 130.52.021 (Conditional Use Permits) 
in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of this Title, as determined by the Director.  

8. Speculative Towers. Towers for which no licensed communication carriers have committed to utilize 
shall be prohibited.  

C. Visual. Visual simulations of the wireless communications facility, including all support facilities, shall be 
submitted. A visual simulation can consist of either a physical mockup of the facility, balloon simulation, 
computer simulation, or other means.  

D. Development Standards. All facilities shall be conditioned, where applicable, to meet the criteria below:  

1. Screening. All facilities shall be screened with vegetation or landscaping. Where screening with 
vegetation is not feasible, the facilities shall be disguised to blend with the surrounding area. The 
facility shall be painted or constructed with stealth technology to blend with the prevalent 
architecture, natural features, or vegetation of the site.  

2. Setbacks. Compliance with the applicable zone setbacks is required. Setback waivers shall be 
considered to allow flexibility in siting the facility in a location that best reduces the visual impact on 
the surrounding area and roads, subject to Zoning Administrator approval of a Minor Use Permit in 
compliance with Section 130.52.020 (Minor Use Permits) in Article 5 (Planning Permit Processing) of 
this Title.  

3. Maintenance. All improvements associated with the communication facility, such as equipment 
shelters, towers, antennas, fencing, and landscaping shall be properly maintained at all times. Design, 
color, and textural requirements under the approved conditions shall be maintained to ensure a 
consistent appearance over time.  

E. RF Requirements. The application for a discretionary permit shall contain a report or summary of the 
estimates of the non-ionizing radiation generated by the facility. The report shall include estimates of the 
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maximum electric and magnetic field strengths in all directions from the facility to the property lines of the 
facility site.  

F. Availability. All existing communication facilities shall be available to other carriers as long as structural or 
technological obstacles do not exist.  

G. Unused Facilities. All obsolete or unused communication facilities shall be removed within six months after 
the use of that facility has ceased or the facility has been abandoned. The applicant shall notify the 
Department at the time of abandonment. All site disturbance related to the facility shall be restored to its 
pre-project condition.  

H. Permit Application Requirements. In order to protect the visual character of established neighborhoods and 
to protect school children from safety hazards that may result from a potentially attractive nuisance, in 
addition to the noticing requirements of Article 5, the following notification shall occur:  

1. School District Notification. If the proposed wireless facility is located within 1,000 feet of a school, the 
appropriate school district shall be notified during the initial consultation.  

2. Homeowners Association Notification. For facilities proposed to be located on residentially-zoned land, 
the applicant shall identify any homeowners association which might govern the property and 
homeowners associations that are adjacent to the property. Any that are identified shall be notified 
during the initial consultation.  
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