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May 5, 2013 
 
 
From: Sherri Springer 
To: Board of Supervisors, El Dorado County 
 
Re: Application for First Five El Dorado, Commissioner 
 

As owner and Executive Director of Happy Kids Preschool and Child Care Center I have been 

dedicated to the education and development of young children for over 30 years.  I have always 

been involved in the community from Girl Scout Leader, 4 H Leader and PTA Vice President 

when my children were young, to being on county commissions, councils and founder of a 

statewide associations. 

 

I have a Master of Arts in Human Development with a Specialization in Leadership in Education 

and Human Services and a Sub-Specialization in Administration/Supervision from Pacific Oaks 

College. I feel it is important to be an active member in our community, especially in the Early 

Learning Profession. This is why I am an active member of many organizations locally and 

statewide. The following are some of the organizations that I am involved in and support as part 

of my commitment to quality Early Learning and Care. 

 

As a First 5 Commissioner I am dedicated to and support their mission.  Also as part of First 5, I 

was on the School Readiness Steering Committee and the Advisory Committee. Currently, I am 

a part of the Community Strengthening Committee.  

 

I am a Founder and Board Member of a statewide child care association, Californians for Quality 

Early Learning (CQEL). We provide business benefits, resources and advocacy for private child 

care programs throughout the state.   

 

I was awarded the 2005 “Early Childhood Hall of Fame” from the El Dorado County 

Association for the Education of Young Children. I am also a member of the National & 

California Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC & CAEYC). As part of 

this organization I was a facilitator for the Heads Up Reading Program and Pre-Kindergarten 
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Learning and Development Guidelines Satellite Presentation developed through the California 

Department of Education.  

 

I am past Chair and a current member of the El Dorado County Childcare and Development 

Planning Council (LPC). This organization serves as the focal point for the planning and 

development of accessible, affordable, quality child care and development programs for children 

and families in El Dorado County. I was on the LPC committee that spearheaded the local 

Compensation and Retention Encourages Stability (CARES) program.  I have been trained to be 

a Professional Growth Advisor through the State Department of Education, in this capacity I 

mentor the Early Learning Professionals in the process of receiving and upgrading their Child 

Development Permit. 

 

I am certified through the State Department of Education and Center for Child & Family Studies 

WestEd in the Program for Infant Toddler Caregivers (PITC). This program trained me in the 

most recent research in Brain Development and the development of infants and toddlers and can 

train others in the program. 

 

Please accept my application to serve an additional term from July 1, 2014 through June 30, 

2017. 
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