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Project Background and objectives: 

AT&T is participating in a Federal Government funded project called Connect America Fund (CAF) – which 

is to provide underserved areas throughout the United States in general and throughout El Dorado County 

in particular with hi-speed broadband internet.  The build-up of hi-speed broadband internet throughout 

rural/underserved areas will not only drive economic growth in rural America, but will expand the online 

marketplace nationwide, creating jobs, educational and businesses opportunities across the country.  The 

CAF project is required to provide broadband internet services capable of 10 Mbps download and 1 Mbps 

upload speeds.   

AT&T has the necessary technology that allows them to build out their territory in El Dorado County with 

the much demanded hi-speed broadband internet to help improve the county’s rural infrastructure. 

AT&T’s basis for transmitting and receiving hi-speed broadband internet to residences is executed by 

providing one site with either a microwave fiber hop or a direct fiber line to the site and transferring the 

high speeds of fiber to each Living Unit (LU) via wireless signals.  Each LU being provided with the service 

will have a small square antenna located in a vantage point on the property where it has a direct line of 

site to the tower.  The square antenna will send and receive wireless broadband internet providing the LU 

with a minimum of 10/1 Mbps download and upload speeds, respectively.   

AT&T’s secondary objective is to provide and enhance AT&T’s Wireless Telecommunications services 

(cellular services) to underserved areas.  Cellular services go hand in hand with building the internet 

infrastructure throughout these underserved areas.  People today rely on their mobile devices not only 

for educational and business purposes, but also for emergency services.  Increasing AT&T’s cellular 

coverage and capacity throughout El Dorado County’s rural areas while providing wireless broadband 

internet will greatly assist with enhancing the county’s economic growth and the area’s infrastructure.    

Given the need for direct line of site to residences, a taller than typical tower will be necessary in order to 

provide wireless broadband internet services to as many homes in the targeted areas as possible.  During 

the tower design phase, the Radio Frequency (RF) engineer study many variables including surrounding 

tree heights, tree densities, population densities, and surrounding hill tops, in order to properly design a 

sufficient tower height with the goal of achieving the FCC’s track census block mandates of reaching 

specific LU coverage objectives per area.  Living Unit (LU) coverage objectives are provided by the RF 

engineer using density maps and are based on the area’s approximate population.  AT&T’s goal is not only 

to reach the coverage objective, but to outperform the coverage objective to ensure that the maximum 

amount of homes are being provided this service while taking into consideration a small margin of error 

during the simulation process.    

Exhibit J
Site 3 Pleasant Valley
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Search Ring’s Description and Objectives: 

 

AT&T Mobility is proposing to build and maintain an unmanned wireless telecommunication facility 

consisting of a 40’ x 45’, 1,800 square foot enclosed compound (lease area).  The compound will include 

a 160 foot Stealth Monopine tower, one equipment shelter, one 35kw standby propane generator, and 

one 500 gallon propane tank.  This facility will be located at 4559 Strauss Drive, Placerville, within El 

Dorado County’s jurisdiction in a 2 acre R2A zone.  The site is approximately 750 feet north-west of Clear 

Creek and the area consists of large oak trees, “evergreen” trees, and rolling hills with rocky terrain.     

AT&T’s objective for the Pleasant Valley site is to provide wireless hi-speed broadband internet and 

cellular services to the nearby residences.  This site is to provide hi-speed internet and enhanced cellular 

coverage & capacity to the surrounding communities.  The site location’s elevation is approximately 2,538 

feet while the surrounding community’s elevation averages around 2,450 feet, giving the homes within 

the surrounding communities great potential for line of site to the tower.  After running a coverage 

simulation at the site location, AT&T is anticipating meeting their FCC objective for this search ring.     
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Potential Co-locations: 

 

There are no potential Co-location opportunities in the near vicinity of the provided Search Ring.   

There is one existing Tower owned by Verizon Wireless that is 0.85 miles north of the proposed AT&T 

Pleasant Valley tower.  The Verizon tower provides wireless mobility services to the surrounding 

communities, however, the tower is insufficient for AT&T’s CAF II internet project given the lengthy 

distance from the existing tower to AT&T’s targeted area.  The existing Verizon tower is designed to cover 

the surrounding area with wireless mobility services and was not designed for line of site for wireless 

internet services to each community.  Even though the Verizon tower is too far for the Pleasant Valley’s 

targeted area, AT&T still ran a coverage simulation which resulted in a 35% loss in coverage to the Pleasant 

Valley’s targeted area.  Additionally, the Verizon tower does not fill AT&T’s significant gap in LTE coverage 

in the Pleasant Valley area.   
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Alternative Site Analysis pursuant to 17.14.210 (B) (1): 

 

Above is a map showing the Search Ring (center is the red pin), Proposed Site (green pin) and the two 

alternative sites (yellow pins) that were considered for placement of the telecommunications facility.  

Each Alternative Site is discussed below: 
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Pleasant Valley Alternative Candidate B: 

4500 Strauss Drive, Placerville, CA 95667 

Latitude/Longitude: 38.685616, -120.661565 

Proposal – New Tower 

 

Considerations: 

Candidate B is located approximately 875 feet north-east of the center of AT&T’s search ring. The 

proposed tower would be located on a 6.7 acre, R2A zoned property owned by Miklos Nemeth.  The 

property is located on the north side of Pleasant Valley Road and the site was proposed in the center of 

the property.  Candidate B was chosen as AT&T’s primary candidate as the RF Engineer’s simulation 

yielded 3% more LU’s than the subject site located at 4559 Strauss Drive.  Since the simulation yielded 

only 3% more LUs than the subject site location and was much more intrusive than the subject parcel, 

AT&T agreed to move the primary candidate to 4559 Strauss Drive.   The nearest homes to the site location 

on 4500 Strauss Drive are approximately 180 feet and 240 feet, both in clear site to the tower.  No oak 

woodlands were expected to be lost for this site location.  The surrounding Land Use is MDR and 

Commercial. 
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Pleasant Valley Alternative Candidate C: 

4546 Pleasant Valley Road, Placerville, CA 95667 

Latitude/Longitude: 38.682625, -120.664595 

Proposal – New Tower 

 

Considerations:  

Candidate C is located approximately 640 feet south-west of the center of AT&T’s search ring. The 

proposed tower would be located on a 1.07 acre, R2A zoned property owned by Dennis and Laurel 

Nystrom.  The property is located on the south side of Pleasant Valley Road and the site was proposed on 

the south-west side of the property.  Candidate C was chosen as AT&T’s third preferred candidate as the 

RF Engineer’s simulation yielded 10% fewer LU’s than the subject site located at 4559 Strauss Drive.  In 

addition to covering fewer LU’s than the Primary, Candidate C would be more intrusive being only 100 

feet form the nearest residence and less than 250 feet from multiple other residences.  No oak woodlands 

were presumed to be removed.  The surrounding Land Use is MDR and Commercial.   
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Additional alternative sites considered and letters of interest sent out but received no response by 

landlords included the following parcels: 

4530 Pleasant Valley Road, Placerville, CA 95667 – APN: 078-150-30; Owner: Robert Findelton 

4300 Leisure Ln, Placerville, CA 95667 – APN: 078-150-17; Owner: Sickinger 

Additional alternative site considered but no letter of interest sent out: 

4429 Pleasant Valley Road, Placerville, CA 95667 – APN: 078-270-25; Owner: El Dorado Co. Fire District 

• Site Location yielded 25% fewer LUs  

• Site is intrusive to nearby residences 
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Property information pursuant to 17.14.210 (J) (1 and 2):  
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Actual View of the Proposed Location: 

The proposed lease area is located on the north end of the property.  The site will not interfere with the 

existing Land Use of the property, MDR.  Access will be directly off of Pleasant Valley Road and Strauss 

Drive. The site is elevated above the surrounding area and has great potential for line of site to the 

nearby community.  The nearest homes to the site location is approximately 220-230 feet and located 

approximately 300 feet to the north of the Pet Clinic.  No oak trees will be scientifically impacted or 

removed.  A grove of trees to the east and west stealth the facility from the nearby homes in those 

directions.  The facility will be visible from the residences to the north, however, those residences are 

over 400 feet from the facility.  
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Assessor’s Parcel Map  
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