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Introduction
• Large increase in complaints in

2025.

• New and changing unpermitted
vendor types.

• Unpermitted food operations are
creating a significant health, safety,
and economic impact

• Today’s Focus: Mobile Vendors,
Interagency Coordination, and
Enforcement.
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Legislative 
Changes 

SB 946 (2018)
 Safe Sidewalk Vending Act 

SB 972 (2023)
Compact Mobile Food Operations 

SB 635 (2025)
Street Vendor Protection Act / Food 

Vendors & Facilities Enforcement 
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Impacts

Risk of foodborne illness to 
customers.

Loss of revenue at permitted 
restaurants near unpermitted 
vendor locations.

Traffic hazards – Roadside 
operation at night.
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Types of Violations

01
• Operating without a

valid health permit.

02
• Unsafe food

temperatures

• No handwashing

• No restrooms

• Unknown food
source

03
• No business license

• Operating in right-
of way

• No license plate
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Investigation Process

01
• Complaint is submitted

• New complaint
created.

02
• Site visit is conducted.

• Closure notice issued
and food/equipment
impounded if
unpermitted vendor
found operating.

03
• Follow up site visit

conducted if no
unpermitted vendors
located.

• Property owner
notified if closure
notice issued.
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Hazards: 
Inadequate 
Sanitation

26-0131 E 7 of 30



Hazards:
Unsafe Food

• Undercooked meat

• Unknown food source.

• Food prepared in dirt lot.

• Pictured:  Pork El Pastor Meat
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Hazard:  
Unknown Food 
Source
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El Pastor Pork Hazards

Cross-contamination: Raw meat 
juices on food served to customers.

Bacterial hazards: Salmonella Parasites:  Pork tapeworm Contamination: Unapproved 
utensils from hardware stores and 

heavy metals from makeshift 
utensils.
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Hazards: 
Roadside Safety
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Hazards:
Cut Fruit Vendors
No handwashing.

No dishwashing.

No restrooms.

No mechanical refrigeration.

Unknown food source.
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New Vendor 
Type:
Full Outdoor 
Restaurants
Cooking, storing, and serving 
potentially hazardous foods.

Unenclosed cooking area.

High risk of foodborne illness.

Large crowds of customers.

Fire hazards.

Drywall tools used for food 
preparation.

Advertised on Facebook groups 
such as El Dorado County Chat.
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Mobile Vendors
Entire operation transported within a 
van.  

Home-made equipment.
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Vendor Complaints by Month
May 2023 – December 2025
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2025 Fiscal Impact

115 Staff Hours
$ 11,640 

Approximate 
Overtime Cost 

$25,332
Estimated Total 

Fiscal impact
68 Complaints

$13,692 
EMD permit 
revenue lost

Additional revenue 
lost for no 

business license or 
sales tax
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West Slope - Complaints by Location
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South Lake Tahoe – Complaints by Location
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EMD Laws & Capabilities
Laws
◦ California Retail Food Code
◦ EDC Ordinance Code Chapter 8.05 “Environmental Health Permit”

Enforcement Options
◦ Immediate closure
◦ Impoundment of food & equipment
◦ Fines $25 - $1000 per violation
◦ Referral to District Attorney
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Customer Conversations
1. Did not know the vendor was unpermitted.

2. No other restaurants open at that time.

3. Food prices were lower than sit down restaurants.

4. Enjoyed buying "street food".

5. Convenient location.
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Property Owner 
Coordination

• Education

• Explain Impacts of Vendor Activity

• Answer Owner Questions

• Develop Joint Solutions
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Taskforce El Dorado County Agencies

Department of Agriculture

Environmental Management Department
Department of Transportation

El Dorado Sheriff's Office

Code Enforcement
External Agencies

City of Placerville PD

City of Placerville Code Enforcement
South Lake Tahoe Code Enforcement

Department of 
Agriculture

Environmental 
Management

Sheriff’s Office 

Department of 
Transportation

Code 
Enforcement 

City of 
Placerville PD

City of 
Placerville Code 

Enforcement

City of South 
Lakee Tahoe 

Code 
Enforcement

26-0131 E 22 of 30



Inter-Agency 
Coordination

• Agriculture Department

• EDC Code Enforcement

• EDC Sheriff

• City of Placerville

• City of South Lake Tahoe
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Online Complaint Portal 
Unpermitted Food Vendor Reporting 2025/26 | Engage El Dorado
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https://engageeldorado.us.engagementhq.com/unpermitted-food-vendor-reporting/places/unpermitted-food-vendor-reporting-2025


City of 
Placerville 
Christmas 
Parade

• City of Placerville Police
Department coordination

• 10+ unpermitted vendors
identified and prevented from
selling food.
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2025 Christmas 
Parade
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EDC Sheriff’s 
Office 
Coordination

• Civil Standby for safety

• Assist answering questions from
onlookers

• Support EMD closures of
unpermitted food facilities

• Daytime/Weekend/Evening support
as needed.
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Success Stories
• Out of County Permitted Vendors
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Keeping 
Residents and 
Visitors Safe

“I’m glad you are out here.  Last year my friend bought food 
from one of these vendors and was sick!”

“I thought that these vendors had permits to sell food.”
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Questions

26-0131 E 30 of 30


	Unpermitted Vendors: A Growing Public Health and Safety Risk
	Introduction
	Legislative Changes 
	Impacts
	Types of Violations
	Investigation Process
	Hazards: Inadequate Sanitation
	Hazards:�Unsafe Food
	Hazard:  �Unknown Food Source
	El Pastor Pork Hazards
	Hazards: Roadside Safety
	Hazards:�Cut Fruit Vendors
	New Vendor Type:�Full Outdoor Restaurants
	Mobile Vendors
	Vendor Complaints by Month�May 2023 – December 2025
	2025 Fiscal Impact 
	West Slope - Complaints by Location
	South Lake Tahoe – Complaints by Location
	EMD Laws & Capabilities
	Customer Conversations
	Property Owner Coordination
	Taskforce
	Inter-Agency Coordination
	Online Complaint Portal 
	City of Placerville Christmas Parade
	2025 Christmas Parade
	EDC Sheriff’s Office Coordination
	Success Stories
	Keeping Residents and Visitors Safe
	Questions



