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1 February 2007

Mr. Ken Teague
4871 Rainbow Trail
Pollock Pines, CA 95726

Phone: 5307 644-0201

Sabject; Analysis of General Pian Policy 7.3.3.4 regarding Construction at 4871 Rainbow Trail, Ef
Darado County, €A,

Dear Mr. Teague:

This letter evalustes construction of 2 carport and adjacent concrete pad for consistency with El Dorndo
County Genoral Plan Policy 7.3 3.4 and the Interim Intecpeetive Guidelines (adopted 22 June 2006} for
setbacks from riparian areas and wetlands, [ undersiand the County has requested this informalion as
part of the building permit application process. [ visited the site on 30 January 2007. The potential for
the site to provide habitat for special-status species associated with wetlands, streams, or other aquatic
{eatures was considered, A completed County Site Assessment Form is in Attachment Al

The .5, Geological Survey Sly Park quad map indicates thare i3 an intermittant channe| near the home
in question. The pictures in Attachment C demonstrate that the feature in question Is not an intermittent
channel. There is a linear depression locared north of the existing carport and concrete pad that is the
feature of interest, The linear depression does not drain a large enough erea (o result in the presence of
an Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM). The U.S. Army Corpe of Enginzers uses the presence of an
OHWM to determine the boundary of channels thar tre jurisdictional pnder the Federal Clean Warer Act,
The County’s definitions regarding sreams i the Intarim Interpretive Guidslines are based on the
comcept of an OHWM. There is no prevalence of kydrophytic or riparian vegetation within 50 fi of the
construction, hence the ares is not & wetland, Since no OHWRY i present, and the area is not a wetland,
federal and state laws protecting creeks, wetlands, and riparien arcas do not apply.

Our review indicates the County's Interim Interpretive Guidelines nlso do not apply in this instance, sjoce
by definition they apply only to setbacks from streams, wetlends, or other water features. The linear
depression does become an ephemeral stream greater than 50 from the construction area, om the soyth
side of a driveway serving the home. However, the County 30 ft sethack requirement applies to
wmtefmittent streams, not ephemersl ones. The Interim Interpretive Guidelings defines “intermitient
gtream” aa:

“A stream thet normally flows for at lease thizty days after the lest major rain of the
season and is dry the remalader of the vear, nos inchiding manmade dreinaze.
IrteymiTent streams do not inchude ephzmeral witeregurses.”

The lnterim Interpretive Guidelines do 0ot require setbacks from sphemeral streams. Review of the
photographs in Attachment C indicates that if water flows through the ares in question, it is only during
large precipriation events, and cemainly not “thirty deys after the last major min of the season™. Even if
the area in question were considered an ephemeral steam, which it is not, such z feature is not subjecr m
sethacks under General Plan Policy 7.3.3.4.
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Conelusions
¢ County setbacks under Policy 7.3.3.4 do not apply because there are no wetlands, intermittent or
perennial streams, or other warer festurss within 50 of the concrets pad and carport.

= The construction has had no impact on regional special-status species associated with aquatic
habitata.

= Al the nearsst point the linear depression is npproximately 12 ft from the concrete pad and 31 fr
from the carport.

*  No federal or siate permits concerning wetlands or watess are Necessary.
Please contact me with any guestions.
Yours truly,
DRAFT

Adem Forbes, M.S,
Botanist/ Biologist

Atachment &, Site Assessment Form
Attachment B,  Resume of Adam Foches
Attachment C.  Pholographs
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SITE ASSESSMENT FORM

Project Biologist & Contact ﬁfﬁm Fﬂ};ﬂi J}’(un#r! Fnrj,n;.np;ﬁ.f

q'g?f f#inérw‘ T:‘AE:‘

Infarmation:

ia;tﬂch quatifications) GgngoHedls Tae. (G18)31 7 -728] »r YT7 2703
) 042-290-3¢

Addrass: =

General Plan Dasignation: !

Nedium Pessity Lesidentinl

Zoning; } 5.’-‘5!{!’" r‘,;,’y Twa Iﬁfri_ fj,ﬁ iﬂ"fﬂ?‘f-f‘

Project Dascription:
raui::h &'ﬂvmmjn (ﬂ nE T -rfgﬁ’ Ca m{.ﬂff ani
_(fn( rdle ;?Hf’.

Alternative Setback Requested;

_Mﬂé le L, 588 ##ﬁfﬁt{ fg #f-f'

Would the project, ut the proposed aiternative sethack,
diractly or indirectly have the potential to cause any Impact, YES NG
conflict with, or disturbanoe fa:

8) Riparian Vegetation?

b) Craeks or Streams7

d} Movamant of Wildiife and/or Any Wildiffe Migration
Corridar?

Spacias?

X
_ , X
¢] Wellands or Lakes? ! X’
X
X

) Any Candidate, Listed or Special Status Plant or Animal 1

f) Are all applicable Best Management Practices Incorporated
inta the praject? (atfach Bi4es)
|

g) Was altarnative setback raguest subject to prior County
| appraval? (If yas, provids Temtative Map # and environmental
docutants)

X

|
Gonelusions: &, 5 atfarled |28 er Frr Corther distves on.

I affirm thal afl of the information contained in (il dpcument Is rue and correct the bast of my knowieige
and f acknowledye and agres that any materis! misinformation in this documant can resuit in the azaial g
revecatfan of any permiis or County appeavals far thi project,

Biologist: Data:

AppilcantiOwnar: Date:

Required Aniachments; 1) Biologist Qualifications; 2} Bite Photos; 3] Praject BMPs

FBd
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SYCAM OR E ENVIRONMENTAL CaNSULTANTS, INC,

8355 Riverside Bivd. Suits €. Sacramerte, CA 05334

216/ 427-0703 Faw/ 427.2175
RESUME
Adam C, Farbes, M.S.
Senior Botanist/ Blojogist
EDITCA FION
New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM M S. Range Science, emphrsis on plant systamatics, 1999
Homboldr State University, Arcata, CA B.5. Rangeland Resources Science, 1997
CERTIFICA TION PERMITS
Wetlands Dielinsadon Course, 2000 — Wetlands Training Instinne.
EXPERIENCE

Mr. Forlies has over seven vears experience conducting biclogical studies for the public end private sactor, As g
bownisy biologhst with Sycamare Envimnmenal, Mr. Forbes conducts plant and wildlifs Surveys, conducts
Jurisdictional delineations, preperes and edits FEPOITS, serves £s assistant project manager, and conducts informal
cansultations with regulatory dgency perzonnel, Respemaibilities also inclods asslsting with proposal preparation ang
marketing oetivities, Mr, Forbes provides wschnical suppant for wetlang delineations, blalogical resource evalustions,
mitigation plans, and other documents used in the CEQA/NEPA pracess.
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Inlerprefive Guidelinas for Palicy 7.3.3.4
Adopted June 22, 2008
e Wil Page 2 of 15

wsor_projects where the Counfy allows an exception to wetland and riparian
;"’ﬂlﬁg, development in or immediately adjacent to such features shall be

- g e s
ARRte O planned so that impacls on the resources are minimized. If avoidance and

minimization are not feasible, the County shall make findings, based on
documentation provided by the project proponant, that aveidance and
minimization are infeasible.

DEFINITIONS

Enhance: Toimprove existing conditions by increasing the quantity or quality of uses ar
features identified as desirable.

Environment: The physical conditions which exist within the area which may be
alfected by a proposed project, including land, air, water, mineral, flora, fauna, noise
and objects of historic or aesthetic significance.

Habilat: The physical location or type of environment in which an arganism or biological
population lives or can be found.

Intermittant Stream: A stream that normally flows for at least thirty days after the last
major rain of the season and is dry the remainder of the year, not including manmade
drainage. Intermittent streams do not include ephemeral watercourses.

Lake: Any natural or manmade body that impounds water year round under normal
conditions. In identifying the high water mark on manmade lakes controlled by dams,
the maximum spillway elevation will be used.

Natural Communities: A general term for an assemblage of naturally-oceurring planis
and animals coexisling together in a common area hat is relatively undisturbed and un-
fragmented and that is self-perpetuating. These communities are generally comprised
of a variely of plant and animal species lhat have evolved together over time in a
specilic location or region as a result of complex interactions among climate, soils,
hydrology, topography, fire, vegelation, wildlife. and human interaction.

Natural State: The condition existing prior to development, modification, or disturbance.

Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM): The line on the shore in non-tidal areas
established by the fluctuations of water and indicated by physical characleristics such
as a clear, natural line impressed on the bank, shelving, changes in the characier of
soil, destruction of terrestrial vegetation, the presence of litter and debris, or other
appropriate means that consider the characteristics of the surrounding area.

Perennial Stream or River: Any watercourse that is either shawn on the USGS 7.5
minute topographic guadrangle map series as a solid blue line or under normal
conditions flows year round.
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