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VIA FACSIMILE
AND FIRST CLASS MAIL
Tom Dougherty
Associate Planner
I3} Dorado County Planning Services
2850 Fairlane Count
Placerville, CA 95667

Re;  Draft Initial Environmental Cheeklist
Miticated Negative Declaration

Dear Mr. Dougherty:

The Mother Lode Union School District appreciates the opportunity to review and
comment upon the above-referenced documqnts (collectively “1EC/MND™). Please be advised
that the District has significant concerns regarding multiple uspects of the project. In addition,
the District believes the analysis and disclosgres included do not adequately suppon El Dorado
County Planning Services' (EDCPS) conclusion that the project could not have a significant
effect on the environment. It is the District's position that a comprchensive environmental
impact report (“ETR™) is appropriate to folly Myu and dctcrmine the potential environinental
impacts of the project. '

Because of the project’s close proximity to two schools, inchuling the District’s
Charlcs Brown Elementary School, the District has an obligation to its students and the public o
ensure any impacts from the project on its students, staff, fucilities, und learning cavironment are
thoroughly evaluated and mitigated. An clementary school is a particularly sensitive use and, as
such, potential impacts must receive the utmost scrutiny.

‘The District submits the following cnnzlmcnts and reyuests that they be fully addressed by
the EDCPS. The District expressly reserves its right {0 make further comments and/or expand on
the below comments in the future.

I General Standard For Adopti i In Licu IR:

Courts subject negative declarationé to considcrablc scrutiny because they act W
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torminate the cavironmental revicw process. EIRs, on the other hand, receive greater defercnce.
A ncgative declaration is only appropriate w#cn there is no substantial evidenee in light of the
wholé record that an impact may ocewr. In other words, an EIR is requircd if substantial
cvidenoe in the record supports a fair argumcn:l that the project may result in a significant impact.
Under CEQA. “substantial ¢vidence™ includes fact, a reasonahle assumplion predicated upon
fisct, or expert opinion supported by fact. Trnc MND does not constitute substantial evidence
adequate to defeat a fair argument that the project may have a signilicant effect on the
environment, Accordingly, an FIR should |bc preparcd before the project is considercd for
approval, ' :

II. Air Quality:

Jt is the Distric’s opinion that tﬁe mitigation mcasures associated with project
construction impacts on air quality would n t be adcquate W protect the students and stall of
Charles Brown School. Given jts close proximity to the project site, the Charles Brown Schowl
should be considered a scnsitive reccptor 10 ir pollutants, including fugitive dust. The District
would like to know the specific measures (0 be taken to control fugitive dust coming trom the
project site. Also, what assurance can he prolmded to the District that dust from the project site
will not create  nuisance on Charles Brown School? A mitigation measure is necessary to
address the safety of children and staff of Charles Brown School. This should include
restrictions on grading during times that schdol is in scssion. Dlease note that if therc arc any
visible plumes of dust coming off the project sitc that impact the Schaol. the City will be notified
by the District, with a request to abatc this DUISALCS.

What forms of air monitoring will th¢ project include during grading, and then during
oporation of the project? Will any procedure be implemented 10 wam the public of potential
hazards with respect 10 air quality during cor#lnwtinn or operation of the projcct? Finally, the
1EC/MND should include a comprehensive| discussion of the health risks associated with
exposure o particulate emissions, with application to the project.

M. Transportation/T raffic:

‘The IEC/MND bricfly discusses read improvements near and adjecent to the Charles
Brown School, but does not address traffic impacts on the Charles Brown School resulting from
the proposed project or any measures to reduge these impacts. How will traflic patterns in the
area he impacted hy the project? Will construction impact cxisting roads or intersections?

There exists at least one other project (Jongordon) being considered north of the current
project that will impact the samc resources ag the current project. Other projects, especially in
conjunction with the current project. will icreate additional road congestion.  Thus, the
cumulative impact must be considered.
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Due to the lack of discussion of 'lmifﬁc impacts on the Charles Brown School, a fair
argument exists that the cumulative impacts of this and other projects will lower relevant levels
of service near the school, creating a significant impact.

IV.  Aesthetics:

With respect to light and glare, the TEC/MND presumes that any potential impacts can be
mitigated by including “design features, namely directional shiclding for street lighting, parking
lot lighting, and ather significant lighting sources, that could reduce the effects from nighttime
lighting.” However, the recommended mitig}ation mcasurcs are inudequate becausc they fail to
include a mitigation study. A mitigation study should be conducted to allow dccision makers to
know the truc extent of the potontial project li'.ght and glare impacts.

V. Noise:

The scction pertaining to noise does pot sullicienty discuss potential localized impacts.
For example, what impact may be expected al the Charles Brown School? In wddition, the level
of noisc associatcd with cotistruction may disturh the Chatlcs Brown School’s learning
cnvironment. How eflectively has the projection for construction avise addressed the ncarby
school environment? This potential impact .thould be cvaluated. The District requests that the
school schedule be taken into account when construction activitics ure planned.

V1.  Utilities And Sorviee Systems:

The District is concerned about any utilities that may be constructed within or adjacent v
the Project that potentially could create & pro ilem for the District. Title 5 of the California Code
of Regulations requires that schools not be lkmmd within 1500 feet of a high-prcssure natural
gas line (30 inches or greater) or a 50 kV clectric line. A high-pressure water linc would also be
problematic. The IEC/MND should address the kinds und size, if any, of the new wtilities
planned as part of the project. :

Vi, Conclusion:

The District is concerncd that approvil of the project may result in significant impacts
which are not cvaluated or mitigated by the proposed CEQA documents. ‘There is inadequatc
evidence in the administrative record suppn'ping a finding that the project will not result in
significant e(fects on the environment. Without appropriate analysis and mitigation measuscs, an
EIR must be preparcd before the project can be approved.
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The District looks forward to rccciw‘ging a rosponse to these comments. The District
rescrves its right to supploment these comments and provide additional comments in the future.

Very truly yours,

ATKINSON, ANDELSON, LOYA,
RUUD & ROMO

4 C~ = 7™ ~&
By
Pablo A. Tagre
PAL/drs
cc: Shunda Hahn, Superintendent
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