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CREEKSIDE VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN REDUCED IMPACT ALTERNATIVE - MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Introduction

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines (Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 and 14 CCR 15091[d] and 15097) require
public agencies to “adopt a reporting and monitoring program for the changes made to the project or conditions of project approval, adopted in order to mitigate
or avoid significant effects on the environment.” A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been prepared for the Reduced Impact Alternative
(referred to herein as the “RIA,” “preferred project,” or “project”) because the RIA is recommended for approval over the original proposed project, the
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) identifies significant adverse impacts related to implementation of the RIA, and mitigation measures have been identified to
reduce those impacts. Adoption of the MMRP would occur along with approval of the RIA.

Purpose of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

The MMRP contained herein has been prepared to ensure that all required mitigation measures are implemented and completed in a sufficient manner before and
during project construction and operation. Mitigation measures would be implemented to avoid a potentially significant impact as identified in the EIR. The EIR
presents a detailed set of mitigation measures that will be implemented throughout the lifetime of the project. Mitigation is defined by Section 15370 of the CEQA
Guidelines as a measure that:

= Avoids the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action;

=  Minimizes impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation;

= Rectifies the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment;

= Reduces or eliminates the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the life of the project; or
= Compensates for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments.

The MMRP includes the mitigation measures from the Draft EIR applicable to the RIA, as modified by the Final EIR (see Chapter 2, Changes to the Draft Environmental
Impact Report).

SEPTEMBER 2025

26-0084 Q 1 of 84



GPA20-0001, Z20-0005, SP20-0001, TM20-0002
Creekside Village Specific Plan - Reduced Impact Alternative
Exhibit Q - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Table 1 has been prepared to assist the County of El Dorado (County) and responsible parties in implementing and monitoring compliance with mitigation measures.
The table identifies each mitigation measure; the impact the measure is designed to address, the action required for the measure to be implemented; the
implementation schedule; and the monitoring agency.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

Implementation
Schedule

Impact Mitigation Measure(s)

Impact 3.3-1. The RIA BIO-1: Rare Plant Survey. If more than three years has elapsed since the last protocol- During the El Dorado
preferred project could have | level rare plant survey in April 2022 (i.e., April 2025), a qualified botanist shall conduct a blooming period County Planning
an adverse effect on minimum of two plant surveys during the appropriate blooming period for potentially for potentially and Building
candidate, sensitive, or occurring special-status plant species prior to ground disturbance, in accordance with the | occurring special- | Department or
special-status species. Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant status plant El Dorado
Populations and Natural Communities (CDFW, 3/2018). The purpose of the survey shall species and prior | County
be to delineate and flag populations of special-status plant species for avoidance. to ground Department of
Special-status plant populations identified during the pre-construction survey shall be disturbance Transportation

mapped using a hand-held submeter GPS unit and avoided where possible. The
avoidance plans shall be prepared in coordination with CDFW. Plant individuals or
populations plus a 10-foot buffer shall be temporarily fenced during construction
activities with high-visibility fencing or prominently flagged. If complete avoidance of
populations is infeasible, further measures, as described below, shall be necessary.

If avoidance of special-status plant species is not feasible, a Plan shall be prepared by a

(for roadway
construction)
shall review
survey results
prior to ground
disturbance

qualified botanist prior to implementation. The Plan shall include, at a minimum: Consult with
identification of occupied habitat to be preserved and removed, identification of on-site or CDFW if rare
off-site preservation, restoration, or enhancement locations, a replacement ratio and plant survey is
success standard of 1:1 for acreage impacts, a monitoring program, and adaptive positive

management and remedial measures in the event that the performance standards are
not achieved. The Plan may include a variety of methods, including propagation (including
via seed) and off-site preservation, restoration, or enhancement. If take of a CESA-listed
plant is required, then an Incidental Take Permit from CDFW will be necessary, and all
impacts will be fully mitigated through implementation of avoidance, minimization, and
compensatory mitigation. Compensation shall take the form of preservation,
enhancement, re-habilitation, re-establishment, or creation of habitat suitable for the
CESA-listed plant species in accordance with CDFW mitigation requirements, as required
under project permits. Compensation may occur offsite through purchasing credits at an
approved mitigation bank, purchasing credits from an approved in-lieu fee, and/or by
implementing an onsite or offsite permittee responsible mitigation offset.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1. If a pre-construction survey is required (per
the circumstances described in Mitigation Measure BIO-1), the County Planning and
Building Department shall verify the survey's completion within 7 days of any ground
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

disturbing activities. If grading would occur for implementation of improvements and/or
infrastructure through the County Department of Transportation (DOT), DOT shall verify
the completion of survey prior any ground disturbing activities. This mitigation measure
shall be included as a note on any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

BIO-2: Environmental Awareness Training. Before any work occurs in the project site and Prior to El Dorado

at the beginning of each construction year, including site clearing, grading, and construction County Planning
equipment staging, all construction personnel shall participate in an environmental initiation and at and Building
awareness training provided by a qualified biologist regarding special-status species and | the beginning of Department
sensitive habitats present in the project site. If new construction personnel are added to each shall confirm

the project, they must receive the mandatory training before starting work. As part of the
training, an environmental awareness handout shall be provided to all personnel that
describes and illustrates sensitive resources to be avoided during project construction.
The environmental awareness handout shall be included with any grading permit plans
being reviewed/to be reviewed by the County. This mitigation measure shall be noted on
any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

construction year

implementation
prior to start of
construction

BIO-3: Work Area Delineation and Fencing. Before any site clearing, grading or other Prior to site El Dorado
ground-disturbing activity occurs within the project site, the project applicant shall ensure | clearing, grading, | County Planning
that temporary orange barrier fencing is installed around the project site adjacent to or other ground and Building
sensitive habitat areas to be avoided, as appropriate. Construction personnel and disturbing Department
construction activities shall avoid areas outside the fencing. The exact location of the activities shall confirm
fencing shall be determined by a qualified biologist coordinating with the resident prior to ground
construction contractor, with the goal of protecting sensitive biological habitat and water disturbing
quality. The fencing material shall consist of temporary plastic mesh-type construction activities

fence (Tensor Polygrid or equivalent) installed between the work area and
environmentally sensitive habitat areas (i.e., waters of the U.S., special-status wildlife
habitat, active bird nests), as appropriate. To minimize potential ground disturbance, the
base of the fencing shall not be buried or keyed-in. Installation of the barrier fence shall
occur under the supervision of a qualified biologist. The temporary orange barrier fencing
shall also be installed in @ manner that is consistent with applicable water quality
requirements contained within the project’s Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) or Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP). The fencing shall be shown on any
grading permit plans, building permit plans, and any final construction documents. The
fencing shall be checked regularly by a qualified biologist and maintained until all
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

construction is complete. No construction activity shall be allowed until this condition is
satisfied. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any grading plans and/or
construction plans.

Fencing installed on the project site will cap all top opening or fill the three holes on the
top (e.g., with a bolt and nut), of any u-channel posts, signs, or vertical poles installed
temporarily or permanently throughout the course of the project to prevent the
entrapment of wildlife, especially birds of prey.

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

BIO-4: Northwestern Pond Turtle Avoidance. To minimize adverse impacts on For construction El Dorado
northwestern pond turtles and their habitat from project construction activities occurring activities within County Planning
within suitable habitat (intermittent stream and adjacent uplands), the project applicant suitable habitat: and Building
and/or its contractor(s) shall implement the following measures during construction two (2) Department
activities that require in-water work or ground disturbance within 300 feet of aquatic preconstruction shall review
habitat in uninterrupted upland habitat (or within suitable upland habitat [e.g., annual surveys survey prior to
grassland or valley foothill riparian]) or suitable aquatic habitat to minimize adverse conducted no ground
impacts on northwestern pond turtles and their habitat: more than four disturbing
= A qualified biologist shall be retained to conduct pre-construction visual encounter (Ci)n\g,iﬁlgzg:or to | activities.
surveys of aquatic habitat for northwestern pond turtle occupancy. A minimum of two o .
surveys shall be conducted at least 2 weeks apart during the morning (within 2 hours | T SUrvey is Consult with
of 8:00 a.m.) or mid-afternoon (3:00 to 5:00 p.m.) when northwestern pond turtles p_osmve, conduct | USFWS and .
are typically basking and the first inspection shall be completed no more than 4 visual . . CDFW _regardmg
weeks before construction activities commence. The purpose of the survey is to detection/nesting | potential
identify occupied aquatic habitat features around which further investigations of surveys and relocation and
upland nesting would need to occur in subsequent measures. If no northwestern |mp_lement protection of
pond turtles are detected, implementation of the bullets listed below shall not be avoidance nests and
measures construction

required. If northwestern pond turtle is detected during the surveys, the measures
below shall be implemented.

= (If detected during the pre-construction survey above) Qualified biologists shall
conduct visual detection/nesting surveys of upland areas for northwestern pond
turtle within 160 feet of occupied aquatic habitat in May and June prior to project
construction activities (including site clearing/grading) to mark/flag/protect as many
nests as possible. An exclusion buffer of at least 50 feet around any found
northwestern pond turtle nests shall be created by installing construction fencing or
another obvious barrier that shall not be crossed by construction equipment.

monitoring, if
detected
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method

= (If detected during the pre-construction survey above) To prevent entrapment within
the active work area, the biologist shall monitor any potential dewatering and/or
diversion work to rescue and with necessary handling permits and prior approval from
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and Wildlife will
relocate northwestern pond turtles and other native aquatic wildlife species from to
suitable habitat outside the work area.

= (If detected during the pre-construction survey above) Eggs shall be covered slightly
with dry soil by the biologist and the nest site protected from construction/ predation
(flagging, cage over the spot, etc.). The biological monitor or other responsible on-site
party shall call USFWS (if species is listed under the ESA) and CDFW for further
direction and the eggs shall not be moved unless direction from USFWS (if applicable)
and CDFW to do so is received. If live hatchlings are excavated between August 1
through October 31, a qualified biologist with an appropriate handling permit from
USFWS and CDFW shall transfer the neonates to the source water body nearest the
nest site. If live hatchlings are excavated between November 1 through February 29,
the nestling turtles will not survive outside the nest and must be transferred by a
qualified biologist with a handling permit from USFWS and CDFW to a licensed wildlife
rehabilitator.

= All equipment (e.g., buckets, boots, waders) that has contact with water bodies shall
be sterilized in accordance with the CDFW Aquatic Invasive Species
Disinfection/Decontamination Protocols
(https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=92821) or current guidance.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/ applicant shall be responsible for ensuring

implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-4. Per the circumstances described in

Mitigation Measure BIO-4, the pre-construction survey shall be completed prior to any

ground-disturbing activities. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any Final Map,

grading plans, and construction plans.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

BIO-5: Nesting Bird Avoidance. If site clearing, grading and other construction activities
begin during the nesting season (February 1 to August 31), a qualified biologist (as
approved by California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]) shall conduct a
preconstruction survey for active nests in suitable nesting habitat within 500 feet of the
disturbance area for nesting raptors, including white-tailed kite, and 250 feet for other
nesting birds, including the grasshopper sparrow. The survey shall be conducted by a
qualified biologist no more than 7 days prior to the onset of grading or construction
activities. For the tricolored blackbird, a protocol level survey will be conducted in suitable
nesting and foraging habitat within 0.25 miles of the project work area to the extent the
developer has land rights to access those areas. Tricolored blackbird surveys will be
conducted during the nesting season (March 15 to July 31). For the tricolored blackbird, if
construction is initiated in the project work area during the nesting season, three (3)
surveys shall be conducted within fifteen (15) days prior to the construction activity, with
one of the surveys within three (3) days prior to the start of the construction.

Areas adjacent to the project site that are inaccessible due to private property restrictions
shall be surveyed using binoculars from the nearest vantage point. If no active nests or
breeding colonies are identified during the preconstruction survey, no further mitigation is
necessary. Also, if construction is initiated outside of the nesting season no surveys are
required for activities occurring in previously disturbed and continually active portions of
the project.

If any active nests are observed during the surveys, a qualified biologist shall establish a
suitable avoidance buffer from the active nest, as approved by CDFW. The buffer
distance, to be determined by the qualified biologist, shall typically range from 50 to 300
feet, and shall be determined based on factors such as the species of bird, topographic
features, intensity and extent of the disturbance, timing relative to the nesting cycle, and
anticipated ground disturbance schedule. Limits of construction to avoid active nests
shall be established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other appropriate barriers and
shall be maintained until the chicks have fledged and the nests are no longer active, as
determined by the qualified biologist.

If tricolored blackbird breeding colonies are found, the foraging behavior of the colony
shall also be documented. No work shall begin until COFW has been consulted and
compliance with CESA can be demonstrated.

Prior to
construction
activities during
the nesting
season: For
tricolored
blackbird, 3
surveys between
15 and 3 days
prior to
construction
(March 15 - July
31).

For all other
species, 1 survey
no less than 7
days prior (Feb. 1
- Aug. 31)

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
review survey
prior to any
ground
disturbing
activities

If survey is
positive, consult
with CDFW and
conduct
construction
monitoring as
required

SEPTEMBER 2025

26-0084 Q 7 of 84



GPA20-0001, Z20-0005, SP20-0001, TM20-0002
Creekside Village Specific Plan - Reduced Impact Alternative
Exhibit Q - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

If at any time during the nesting season construction stops for a period of 7 days or
longer, preconstruction surveys shall be conducted prior to construction resuming.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/ applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-5. If a pre-construction survey is required (per
the circumstances described in Mitigation Measure BIO-5), the survey's completion shall
be within 7 days of any ground-disturbing activities (note: timing for tricolored blackbird
above). This mitigation measure shall be noted on any Final Map, grading plans, and
construction plans.

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring

Agency and
Method

BIO-6: Tricolored Blackbird Compensatory Mitigation. If take of tricolored blackbird is
anticipated, then the project applicant will obtain an Incidental Take Permit from CDFW.
Impacts on tricolored blackbird will be “fully mitigated”, including the development of
avoidance, minimization, and compensatory mitigation that shall be roughly proportional
to the extent of the impact. Compensatory mitigation shall take the form of preservation,
enhancement, rehabilitation, re-establishment, or creation of similar habitat in
accordance with the Incidental Take Permit. The project applicant shall provide mitigation
either through the purchase credits from an approved conservation bank or provide
suitable permittee responsible habitat mitigation lands. Compensatory mitigation will be
provided at a ratio of at least 1:1, or as determined appropriate by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) during consultation under CESA during the
Incidental Take Permit process.

= Conservation Bank Credits. Credits shall be purchased at a conservation bank
approved by CDFW for tricolored blackbird with a service area including the project, or
at a conservation bank with a service area not including the project upon further
approval of CDFW. Proof of purchase shall be provided to CDFW and El Dorado
County prior to the issuance of any grading or building permit within 250 feet of the
tricolored blackbird colony location.

= Habitat Mitigation Lands. Permittee responsible compensatory mitigation shall take
the form of preservation, enhancement, re-habilitation, re-establishment, or creation
of suitable tricolored blackbird habitat in accordance with CDFW mitigation
requirements. Compensation may occur onsite or offsite by implementing a habitat
management plan approved by CDFW.

Prior to any
ground disturbing
activities, if
surveys required
by BIO-5
determine take of
tricolored
blackbird would
occur.

CDFW to
approve
conservation
bank credits or
compensatory
mitigation.

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
receive and
confirm CDFW
approval prior to
issuance of
grading permits.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Avoidance. Pre-construction surveys for burrowing owls shall be
conducted by a qualified biologist prior to where clearing, grading or construction
activities are planned within 500 feet of suitable habitat. Areas adjacent to the project
site that are inaccessible due to private property restrictions shall be surveyed using
binoculars from the nearest vantage point. Surveys shall be conducted no more than 30
days and no less than 14 days prior to the commencement of construction activities. If
construction activities are delayed for more than 30 days after the initial preconstruction
surveys, then a new preconstruction survey shall be required. All surveys shall be
conducted in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW,
2012). This mitigation shall be implemented by the project applicant or their contractor.

= |f burrowing owls are discovered on the project site during construction, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) approved biologist shall be notified
immediately. Occupied burrows shall not be disturbed without prior approval from
CDFW, and if necessary, possession of a CDFW Incidental Take Permit may be
required for the species.
= [f active burrows are observed within 500 feet of the project site, an impact

assessment shall be prepared and submitted to the CDFW, in accordance with the
Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW, 2012). If it is determined that
project activities may result in impacts to nesting, occupied, and satellite burrows
and/or burrowing owl habitat, the project applicant shall delay commencement of
construction activities until the biologist determines that the burrowing owls have
fledged and the burrow is no longer occupied. If this is infeasible, because the
burrowing owl is currently a candidate for listing under CESA and afforded all
protections under CESA, the project applicant shall consult with CDFW to obtain an
Incidental Take Permit and develop a detailed mitigation plan such that the habitat
acreage, number of burrows, and burrowing owls impacted are replaced, if it is still a
candidate or has become CESA-listed. The mitigation plan shall be based on the
requirements set forth in Appendix F of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
(CDFW, 2012). No construction can commence until COFW has approved the
mitigation plan. The mitigation prescribed by the mitigation plan shall meet the
following requirements:

- Mitigation lands shall be selected based on comparison of the habitat lost to

the compensatory habitat, including type and structure of habitat, disturbance
levels, potential for conflicts with humans, pets, and other wildlife, density of

Implementation
Schedule

No more than 30
days and no less
than 14 days
prior to the
commencement
of construction
activities

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
review survey.

If survey is
positive, consult
with CDFW and
conduct
construction
monitoring as
required by
CDFW.

If compensatory
mitigation is
required,
provide CDFW-
approved
mitigation plan
prior to issuance
of grading
permits.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Monitoring
Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method
burrowing owls, and relative importance of the habitat to the species range
wide.

- If feasible, mitigation lands shall be provided adjacent or proximate to the site
so that displaced owls can relocate with reduced risk of take. Feasibility of
providing mitigation adjacent or proximate to the RIA preferred project area
depends on availability of sufficient suitable habitat to support displaced owls
that may be preserved in perpetuity.

- If suitable habitat is not available for conservation adjacent or proximate to
the RIA preferred project area, mitigation lands shall be focused on
consolidating and enlarging conservation areas outside of urban and planned
growth areas and within foraging distance of other conservation lands.
Mitigation may be accomplished through purchase of mitigation credits at a
CDFW-approved mitigation bank, if available. If mitigation credits are not
available from an approved bank and mitigation lands are not available
adjacent to other conservation lands, alternative mitigation sites and acreage
shall be determined in consultation with CDFW.

- If mitigation is not available through an approved mitigation bank and will be
completed through permittee-responsible conservation lands, the mitigation
plan shall include mitigation objectives, site selection factors, site
management roles and responsibilities, vegetation management goals,
financial assurances and funding mechanisms, performance standards and
success criteria, monitoring and reporting protocols, and adaptive
management measures. Success shall be based on the number of adult
burrowing owls and pairs using the site and if the numbers are maintained
over time. Measures of success, as suggested in the 2012 Staff Report, shall
include site tenacity, number of adult owls present and reproducing,
colonization by burrowing owls from elsewhere, changes in distribution, and
trends in stressors.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-7. Per the circumstances described in
Mitigation Measure BIO-7, County Planning Services shall verify the pre-construction
survey's completion per the timing described in the first paragraph of Mitigation Measure
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

Mitigation Measure(s)

BIO-7. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any Final Map, grading plans, and
construction plans.

Impact 3.3-2. The RIA BIO-8: Implement mitigation measures BIO-2, BIO-3, and BIO-9. See BIO-2, BIO-3, | See BIO-2, BIO-
preferred project could have and BIO-9. 3, and BIO-9.
an adverse effect on
riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural
community.
Impact 3.3-3. The RIA BIO-9: Wetland Compensatory Mitigation. The project applicant shall demonstrate no net | Prior to El Dorado
preferred project could have | loss of wetlands and other waters of the United States or state. To ensure this, wetland construction County Planning
a substantial adverse effect | mitigation shall be developed as a part of the permitting process. Mitigation shall be activities and Building
on state or federally provided to El Dorado County prior to any construction-related impacts to the existing impacting Department to
protected wetlands through | waters/wetlands. The exact mitigation ratio shall be determined in consultation with the waters/wetlands | verify mitigation
direct removal, filling, applicable permitting agencies, which may include U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), requirements
hydrological interruption, or | California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and/or the Regional Water Quality issued by
other means. Control Board (RWQCB). The amount of mitigation shall be based on the type and value of USACE, CDFW,
the waters/wetlands affected by the project, and shall be determined in consultation with and/or RWQCB
the USACE, RWQCB, and/or CDFW during the regulatory permitting process and shall, at a prior to issuance
minimum, comply with the Habitat Mitigation Summary Table in Policy 7.4.2.8 of the of grading
General Plan. Compensation shall take the form of preservation, enhancement, permits
rehabilitation, reestablishment, or creation of similar habitat in accordance with USACE,
RWQCB and/or CDFW mitigation requirements, as required under project permits.
Compensation may occur offsite through purchasing credits at USACE, CDFW, and/or
RWQCB-approved mitigation banks, purchasing of credits from an approved in-lieu fee
program, and/or by implementing permittee either an onsite or offsite permittee
responsible mitigation offset.
BIO-11: Implement mitigation measures BIO-2 and BIO-3. See BIO-2 and See BIO-2 and
BIO-3. BIO-3.
Impact 3.3-4. The RIA BIO-12: Implement mitigation measures BIO-2, BIO-3, BIO-5, BIO-6. See BIO-2, BIO-3, | See BIO-2, BIO-
preferred project could BIO-5, and BIO-6. | 3, BIO-5, and
interfere with established BIO-6.

migratory wildlife corridors
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Impact

or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites.

Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

Impact 3.3-6. The RIA
preferred project, combined
with other past and
reasonably foreseeable
future projects, could result
in a cumulative impact to
candidate, sensitive, or
special- status plant and
wildlife species.

BIO-13: Implement mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-7.

See BIO-1

through BIO-7.

See BIO-1
through BIO-7.

Impact 3.3-8. The RIA
preferred project, combined
with other past and
reasonably foreseeable
future projects, could result
in a cumulative impact to
state or federally protected
wetlands.

BIO-14: Implement mitigation measure BIO-9.

See BIO-9.

See BIO-9.

Impact 3.3-9. The RIA
preferred project, combined
with other past and
reasonably foreseeable
future projects, would result
in a cumulative impact to
migratory wildlife corridors
or native wildlife nursery
sites.

BIO-15: Implement mitigation measures BIO-5 and BIO-6.

See BIO-5 and
BIO-6.

See BIO-5 and
BIO-6.

Impact 3.4-2. The RIA
preferred project could
cause a substantial adverse

CUL-1: Cultural Resource Awareness Training. Mitigation Measure TCR-1 shall be
implemented and as noted therein, include training on potential archaeological or cultural
resources.

See TCR-1.

See TCR-1.
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change in the significance
of an archaeological
resource.

CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of a Cultural Resource. If unanticipated cultural or
archeological resources are exposed during construction activities, the archaeological
monitor shall be immediately notified and all construction work occurring within 100 feet
of the find shall immediately stop to provide up to 48 hours for the archeologist to
evaluate the significance of the find and determine whether or not additional study is
warranted. Temporary flagging or staking by the archeologist shall be required around the
resource to avoid any disturbance from construction equipment if the archeologist
determines that temporary flagging is necessary to protect the resource. The work
exclusion buffer may be reduced based on the recommendation of the archeologist. If the
unanticipated cultural resource appear to be human remains, Mitigation Measures CUL-4
and TCR-4 shall be implemented.

If the cultural or archeological resource is not determined to be a Tribal Cultural Resource
under Mitigation Measure TCR-3 and is within an Open Space area that was not approved
for grading or other disturbance, preservation in place shall occur, if recommended by the
archeologist. Alternatively, the archeologist may determine that one of the other
treatment strategies identified below is preferred for the particular cultural or
archeological resource, in which case that treatment strategy shall be implemented.

If the cultural or archeological resource is not determined to be a Tribal Cultural Resource
under Mitigation Measure TCR-3 and is within an area planned for residential lots, road
and infrastructure improvements, grading, park improvements, or other development
activity approved as part of the project, the archeologist shall direct whether the
treatment of the cultural or archeological resource is one or more of the following: (1)
recordation of the resource; (2) recovery and reburial in or relocation to an Open Space
preserve area within the Specific Plan; (3) preservation in place through burial if feasible
given the final elevation of the area and intended development; or (4) removal and
preservation. Prior to the relocation, burial, or removal of a cultural or archeological
resource, the archeologist or project applicant shall document the cultural or
archeological resource through pictures that are provided to the County. The photographs
and management strategies recommended by the archaeologist shall remain confidential
and be provided to the County in writing and approved by the El Dorado County Director of
Planning and Building. The project construction contractor shall adhere to the
management strategies approved by the archaeologist and County during all ground
disturbing activities. Ground-disturbing activities may resume once the management
strategies have been implemented to the satisfaction of the archaeologist and County’s
Director of Planning and Building.

Ongoing during
construction
activities

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
be notified of
any potential
find and work
stoppage

Impact 3.4-3. The RIA
preferred project could
potentially damage or

CUL-4: Discovery of Non-Native American Human Remains. If human remains are
discovered during ground-disturbing construction work, all construction within 100 feet of
the remains shall be halted immediately by the project contractor, and the El Dorado

Ongoing during
construction
activities

Notify EI Dorado
County Coroner.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Impact

disturb human remains
during project construction
activities.

Mitigation Measure(s)

County coroner and archaeological monitor shall be notified immediately by the
archeologist. If the remains are found to be non-Native American or the result of a crime
scene, then the procedures in state law and mitigation measure TCR-4 shall be followed.

The County shall be responsible for confirming compliance with Section 5097.98 and
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e) and the resumption of ground-disturbing activities
within 100 feet of the boundaries of the sensitive area defined by the investigation where
the remains were discovered shall not occur until compliance with those standards is
demonstrated in writing by the archeologist.

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

El Dorado
Planning and
Building
Department to
approve
resumption of
work

Impact 3.4-4. The RIA
preferred project, in
combination with past,
present and reasonably
foreseeable future
development, could result
in a cumulative impact on
archeological resources and
human remains.

CUL-5: Implement mitigation measures CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-4.

See CUL-1, CUL-
2, and CUL-4.

See CUL-1, CUL-
2,and CUL-4.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Impact

Impact 3.7-1. The RIA
preferred project could
generate GHG emissions,
either directly or indirectly,
that may have a significant

impact on the environment.

Mitigation Measure(s)

GHG-1: The following requirements shall be noted on project improvement plans, subject
to review and approval by the El Dorado County Planning Services Department:

= The proposed project shall be designed such that the project is built all-electric, and
natural gas infrastructure shall be prohibited onsite; and

= The project shall be constructed to include electric vehicle (EV) ready parking spaces
at the ratio with which the current CalGreen Tier 2 standards require EV Capable
spaces in effect at the time building permits are issued.

If the use of all-electric for any project component(s) (e.g., an appliance) is not
enforceable or commercially feasible at the time of issuance of building permit(s), the
project applicant shall require future residential homebuilders to include pre-wiring in all
residential units and the neighborhood commercial space (if approved as part of the
Creekside Village Specific Plan) to allow for the future retrofit of all natural gas appliances
with all-electric appliances and purchase off-site mitigation credits or forecasted
mitigation units (“FMUs”) (collectively, “GHG credits”) for project-related greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions from the component(s) using natural gas instead of electric. The
emissions from the use of natural gas shall be calculated by a qualified professional
using EI Dorado County Air Quality Management District (EDCAQMD), California Air
Resource Board (CARB), or the EPA-approved emissions models and quantification
methods available and submitted to the County for review and approval, which shall
include third-party review by a qualified consultant of the County’s selection and be
subject to applicant reimbursement of consultant costs.

Any and all GHG credits to off-set for the use of natural gas must be created through a
CARB-approved registry. These registries are currently the American Carbon Registry
(ACR), Climate Action Reserve (CAR), and Verra, although CARB may accredit additional
registries in the future. These registries use robust accounting protocols for all GHG
credits created for their exchange, including the six currently approved CARB protocols.
This mitigation measure specifically requires GHG credits created for the project originate
from a CARB-approved protocol or a protocol that is equal to or more rigorous than CARB
requirements under 17 CCR 95972. The selected protocol must demonstrate that the
GHG emissions reductions are real, permanent, quantifiable, verifiable, enforceable, and
additional. Definitions of these terms from 17 CCR 95802(a) are provided below.

Implementation
Schedule

During project
design

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
review and
approve design
prior to approval
of building
permits.

If GHG credits
are required,
verified credits
must be
provided prior to
the issuance of
the certificate of
occupancy for
the first housing
unit.
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Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method

1. Real: GHG reductions or enhancements result from a demonstrable action or set
of actions and are quantified using appropriate, accurate, and conservative
methodologjes that account for all GHG emissions sources, GHG sinks, and GHG
reservoirs within the [GHG credit] project boundary and account for uncertainty
and the potential for activity-shifting and market-shifting leakage.

2. Additional: GHG reductions or removals that exceed any GHG reduction, or
removals otherwise required by law, regulation, or legally binding mandate, and
that exceed any GHG reductions or removals that would otherwise occur in a
conservative Business as Usual scenario.

3. Permanent: GHG reductions and removal enhancements are not reversible or,
when GHG reductions and GHG-removal enhancements may be reversible,
mechanisms are in place to replace any reversed GHG-emission reductions and
GHG-removal enhancements to ensure that all credited reductions endure for at
least 100 years.

4. Quantifiable: The ability to accurately measure and calculate GHG reductions or
GHG-removal enhancements relative to a project baseline in a reliable and
replicable manner for all GHG emission sources, GHG sinks, or GHG reservoirs
included within the [GHG credit] project boundary, while accounting for
uncertainty. Activity-shifting, and market-shifting leakage.

5. Verifiable: A [GHG credit] project report assertion is well-documented and
transparent such that it lends itself to an objective review by an accredited
verification body.

6. Enforceable: The authority for CARB to hold a particular party liable and take
appropriate action if any of the provisions of this article are violated. Note that
this definition of enforceability is specific to the Cap and-Trade regulation, where
CARB holds enforcement authority, but this measure shall employ GHG credits
from the voluntary market, where CARB has no enforcement authority. Applying
the definition to this mitigation measure means that GHG reductions must be
owned by a single entity and backed by a legal instrument or contract that
defines exclusive ownership.

Geographic Prioritization of GHG Credits
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Mitigation Measure(s)

Monitoring
Implementation | Agency and
Schedule Method

GHG credits from reduction projects in El Dorado County (County) shall be prioritized
before projects in larger geographies (i.e., northern California, California, United States,
and international). The project applicant shall inform brokers of the required geographic
prioritization for the procurement of GHG credits. GHG credits from reduction projects
identified in the County that are of equal or lesser cost compared to the settlement price
of the latest Cap-and-Trade auction must be included in the transaction. GHG credits from
reduction projects outside of the County may be purchased if adequate credits cannot be
found in the County or if they exceed the maximum price identified above. The economic
and geographic analysis undertaken to inform the selection of GHG credits must be
provided by the project applicant to the County as part of the required documentation
discussed below under Plan Implementation and Reporting.

Types of GHG Credits

GHG credits may be in the form of GHG offsets for prior reductions of GHG emissions
verified through protocols or FMUs for future committed GHG emissions meeting
protocols. Because emissions reductions from GHG offsets have already occurred, their
benefits are immediate and can be used to compensate for an equivalent quantity of
project-generated emissions at any time. GHG credits from FMUs must be funded and
implemented within 5 years of project GHG emissions to qualify as a GHG credit under
this measure (i.e., there can only be a maximum of 5 years lag between project emissions
and their real-world reductions through funding a FMU in advance and implementing the
FMU on the ground). Any use of FMUs that result in a time lag between project emissions
and their reduction by GHG credits from FMUs must be compensated through a prorated
surcharge of additional FMUs proportional to the effect of the delay. Because emissions
of CO2 in the atmosphere reach their peak radiative forcing within 10 years, a surcharge
of 10% for every year of lag between project emissions and their reduction through a FMU
shall be added to the GHG credit requirement (i.e., 1.10 FMUs would be required to
mitigate 1 metric ton of project GHG emissions generated in the year prior to funding and
implementation of the FMU).

Verification and Independent Review of GHG Credits

All GHG credits shall be verified by an independent verifier accredited by the ANSI
National Accreditation Board (ANAB) or CARB, or an expert with equivalent qualifications
to the extent necessary to assist with the verification. Following the standards and

SEPTEMBER 2025

26-0084 Q 17 of 84



GPA20-0001, Z20-0005, SP20-0001, TM20-0002
Creekside Village Specific Plan - Reduced Impact Alternative
Exhibit Q - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation

Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

requirements established by the accreditation board (i.e., ANAB or CARB), the verifier
shall certify the following:

= GHG credits conform to a CARB-approved protocol or a protocol that is equal to or
more rigorous than CARB requirements under 17 CCR 95972. Verification of the
latter requires certification that the credits meet or exceed the standards set in 17
CCR 95972.

= GHG credits are real, permanent, quantifiable, verifiable, enforceable, and additional,
as defined in this measure.

= GHG credits are purchased according to the geographic prioritization standard
defined in this measure under Geographic Prioritization of GHG Credits.

Verification of GHG offsets must occur as part of the certification process for compliance
with the accounting protocol. Because FMUs are GHG credits that result from future
projects, additional verification must occur beyond initial certification is required.
Verification for FMUs must include initial certification and independent verification every
5 years over the duration of the FMU generating the GHG credits. The verification shall
examine both the GHG credit realization on the ground and its progress toward delivering
future GHG credits. The project applicant shall retain an independent verifier meeting the
qualifications described above to certify reductions achieved by FMUs are achieved
following completion of the future reduction project.

Impact 3.7-2. The RIA GHG-2: Implement mitigation measure GHG-1. See GHG-1. See GHG-1.
preferred project could

conflict with an applicable

plan, policy, or regulation

adopted for the purpose of

reducing the emissions of

greenhouse gases.

Impact 3.10-1. The RIA NOI-1: Construction Noise Control Measures. To the maximum extent practical, the Prior to and El Dorado
preferred project could following construction-related measures shall be incorporated into on-site and off-site ongoing during County Planning
result in an increase in infrastructure improvement operations: construction and Building
temporary (F:onstructlpn) = Noise-generating infrastructure improvement construction activities shall only occur Departmgnt to
ambient noise levels in verify during

excess of County standards.

between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. on weekends and on federal holidays.

construction.
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Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation

Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

= All noise-producing project equipment and vehicles using internal-combustion
engines shall be equipped with manufacturers-recommended mufflers and be
maintained in good working condition.

= All mobile or fixed noise-producing equipment used on the project site that are
regulated for noise output by a federal, state, or local agency shall comply with such
regulations while in the course of project activity.

= Electrically powered equipment shall be used instead of pneumatic or internal-
combustion-powered equipment, where feasible.

= Material stockpiles and mobile equipment staging, parking, and maintenance areas
shall be located as far as practicable from noise-sensitive uses.

= Nearby residences shall be notified of construction schedules so that arrangements
can be made, if desired, to limit their exposure to short-term increases in ambient
noise levels.

Impact 3.10-2. The RIA
preferred project could
result in an increase in
permanent (operation)
ambient noise levels in

excess of County standards.

NOI-2: Park Activity Noise. Any application submitted for a building and/or grading permit
shall include an acoustical analysis (noise study) that verifies and demonstrates
applicable County noise standards shall be met. The analysis shall be provided to the
County’s Planning and Building Department for review. Solid noise barriers measuring a
minimum of six feet in height (relative to backyard elevation) shall be constructed along
residences proposed adjacent to the north and west sides of Village Park and the north,
south, west and east sides of Neighborhood Park 2. The recommended noise barrier
extension shall either be a solid masonry wall or wood fence. If a wood fence is selected
as a barrier, the fence slats shall overlap by a minimum of two inches and screwed to the
framing rather than nailed. The purpose of the overlapping slats and using screws rather
than nails is to ensure that prolonged exposure to the elements does not result in visible
gaps through the slats which would result in reduced noise barrier effectiveness. The final
barrier design shall be reviewed by a qualified acoustical consultant prior to issuance of
building permits.

Prior to issuance
of building
and/or grading
permits

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
review noise
study and
approve noise
barrier prior to
issuance of
building and/or
grading permits.
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Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

NOI-3: Live or Amplified Music. An acoustic analysis prepared by a qualified acoustic
specialist shall be required prior to discretionary authorization or permit approval by El
Dorado County for any commercial activity featuring live or amplified music, pursuant to
County Code Section 130.37.050.

Prior to
discretionary
authorization or
permit approval

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
incorporate
requirement into
conditions of

approval
Additional Project NOI-4: Exterior Traffic Noise. Any application submitted for building and/or grading permit | During El Dorado
Considerations (Non-CEQA) | shall include an acoustical analysis (noise study) that verifies and demonstrates preparation of County Planning
applicable County noise standards shall be met. The analysis shall be provided to the final site plans and Building
County’s Planning and Building Department for review. To satisfy the General Plan 60 dBA Department to
Lan exterior noise level standard at the backyards of the single-family residential lots verify prior to
proposed nearest to Latrobe Road (within 230 feet from the centerline of Latrobe Road), issuance of

the construction of solid traffic noise barriers ranging from six to nine feet in height shall
be required. Once site plans showing building pad elevations are available, a site-specific
noise study shall be completed by a qualified noise consultant in order to determine the
overall heights of barriers required at those locations.

It is recommended that the traffic noise barriers shall be either a masonry wall, earthen
berm, or combination of the two. Other materials may be acceptable (i.e., wood or wood
composite fence with overlapping slat construction) but shall be reviewed by a qualified
acoustical consultant prior to receiving building permits.

building permits

NOI-5: Interior Traffic Noise. To achieve a greater margin of safety, the upper floor
bedroom windows of the residential lots located north of Village Park adjacent to and
visible from Latrobe Road or within 60 feet from the centerline of Latrobe Road and
visible from Latrobe Road shall be upgraded to have a minimum Sound Transmission
Class Rating of 32. Mechanical ventilation (air conditioning) shall also be provided for all
residences to allow the occupants to close doors and windows to achieve compliance
with the General Plan 45 dBA Lan interior noise level standard.

Project design

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
verify prior to
issuance of
building permits
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Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and
Impact Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method
Impact 3.13-1. The RIA TCR-1: Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR) Awareness Training. The following language shall be | Prior to start of El Dorado
preferred project could noted on project Improvement Plans subject to review and approval by the El Dorado construction County Planning
cause a substantial adverse | County Planning and Building Department: Prior to the initiation of construction, all and Building
change in the significance construction crew members, consultants, and other personnel involved in project Department to
of a tribal cultural resource | implementation shall receive project-specific Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR) Awareness verify
that is listed or eligible for Training. The training may be conducted in coordination with qualified cultural resource compliance prior
listing in the California specialists and representatives from culturally affiliated Native American Tribes. The to start of
Register of Historical training shall emphasize the requirement for confidentiality and culturally appropriate, construction
Resources, or in a local respectful treatment of any finds of significance to culturally affiliated Native American
register of historical Tribes. All personnel required to receive the training shall also be required to sign a form

resources or is a resource that acknowledges receipt of the training, which shall be submitted to the El Dorado
determined by the County to | County Planning and Building Department. As a component of the training, a brochure

be significant. shall be distributed to all personnel associated with the project implementation. At a
minimum the brochure shall discuss the following topics in clear and straightforward
language:

= Field indicators of potential archaeological or tribal cultural resources (i.e., what to
look for, for example: archaeological artifacts, exotic or non-native rock, unusually
large amounts of shell or bone, significant soil color variations, etc.).

= Regulations governing archeological resources and tribal cultural resources.

= Consequences of disregarding or violating laws protecting archeological or tribal
cultural resources.

= Steps to take if a worker encounters a possible resource. The training shall include
project specific guidance for on-site personnel including protocols for resource
avoidance, when to stop work, and who to contact if potential archeological or TCRs
are identified. The training shall also address the stoppage of work if potentially
significant cultural resources are discovered during ground disturbing activities, and
in the case of possible human remains the proper course of action requiring
immediate contact with the County Coroner and the Native American Heritage
Commission.
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Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

TCR-2: Tribal Monitoring. The project applicant or their construction contractor shall
comply with the following measure to assist with identification of any unknown tribal
cultural resources (TCRs) at the earliest possible time during project-related earthmoving
activities. These measures shall be included as notes on the project improvements plans
prior to their approval by the County.

= The project applicant shall contact the United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) (thpo@auburnrancheria.com) at least two weeks
prior to project ground-disturbing activities within the areas identified for monitoring
in the confidential Creekside Village Sites and Creek Monitoring Map prepared by
UAIC and within 200 feet of P-09-000168 (collectively, “Monitoring Area”) to retain
the services of a UAIC Certified Tribal Monitor (“Tribal Monitor”). The duration of the
construction schedule and Tribal Monitoring shall be determined at this time.

= A contracted Tribal Monitor shall monitor the vegetation grubbing, stripping, grading,
trenching, and other ground disturbing activities within the Monitoring Area. All
ground-disturbing activities within such areas shall be subject to Tribal Monitoring
unless otherwise determined unnecessary by UAIC. A contracted UAIC certified Tribal
Monitor shall spot check up to 16 hours per month the ground-disturbing activities
within all other areas of the project site.

= The Tribal Monitor or UAIC Tribal Representatives shall have the authority to direct
that work be temporarily paused, diverted, or slowed within 100 feet of the
immediate impact area if sites, cultural soils, or objects of potential significance are
identified. The temporary pause/diversion shall provide up to 48 hours for UAIC Tribal
Government Representatives to examine the resource.

= If unanticipated TCRs (i.e., sites, features, or artifacts) are exposed during
construction activities, Mitigation Measure TCR-3 shall be implemented.

= To track the implementation of this measure, the Tribal Monitor shall document field-
monitoring activities on a Tribal Monitor log.

= The Tribal Monitor shall wear the appropriate safety equipment while on the
construction site.

= The Tribal Monitor, in consultation with the UAIC THPO and the project applicant, shall
determine a mutual end or reduction to the on-site monitoring if/when construction
activities have a low potential for impacting TCRs.

Minimum two
weeks prior to
start of
construction.
Ongoing during
construction
within the
Monitoring Area.

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department to
verify
compliance prior
to start of
construction
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Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method

= |n the event the Tribal Monitor does not report to the job site at the scheduled time
after receiving 24-hour business day notice, construction activities may proceed
without Tribal Monitoring. At no time, regardless or absence of a Tribal Monitor, shall
suspected TCRs be mishandled or disrespected.

TCR-3: Unanticipated Discovery of a Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR). If unanticipated TCRs | Ongoing during El Dorado

(i.e., sites, features, or artifacts including but not limited to cultural features, construction County Planning
midden/cultural soils, artifacts, exotic rock [non-native], shell, bone, shaped stones, or and Building
ash/charcoal) are exposed during construction activities, all construction work occurring Department to
within 100 feet of the find shall immediately stop to provide up to 48 hours for the Tribal verify

Monitor and/or United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) Tribal Government compliance prior
Representatives to evaluate the significance of the find and determine whether or not to restart of
additional study is warranted. Temporary flagging or staking shall be required around the construction
resource to avoid any disturbance from construction equipment if the Tribal Monitor after a discovery

determines that temporary flagging is necessary to protect the resource. The work
exclusion buffer may be reduced based on the recommendation of the Tribal Monitor. If
the unanticipated TCRs appear to be human remains, Mitigation Measure TCR-4 shall be
implemented.

If the Tribal Monitor or UAIC Tribal Government Representatives determine that the
potential resource appears to be a TCR (as defined by Public Resources Code Section
21074), treatment shall be consistent with the following:

= |fthe TCR is within an Open Space area that was not approved for grading or other
disturbance, preservation in place shall occur, if recommended by the Tribal
Representative. Alternatively, the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) may
determine that one of the other treatment strategies identified below is preferred for
the particular TCR, in which case that treatment strategy shall be implemented.
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Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method

= |f the TCR is within an area planned for residential lots, road and infrastructure
improvements, grading, park improvements, or other development activity approved
as part of the project, the THPO and/or UAIC Tribal Government Representative shall
direct whether the treatment of the TCR is one or more of the following: (1)
recordation of the resource; (2) recovery and reburial in or relocation to an Open
Space preserve area within the Specific Plan, in which case the UAIC Tribal
Government Representatives shall identify the placement of the reburial or relocated
area; (3) preservation in place through burial if feasible given the final elevation of the
area and intended development; or (4) removal and provided to UAIC. Prior to the
relocation, burial, or removal of a TCR, UAIC shall record the resources according to
UAIC Preservation Department Recommendations for Respectful and Accurate
Recordation of Tribal Cultural Resources (TCR) and Cultural Significance/Integrity on
Department of Recreation Form (DPR) 523 Forms.

= The applicant shall document the TCR through pictures that remain confidential and
are provided to the Tribal Government Representatives. The photographs and
management strategies recommended by the Tribal Government Representatives or
THPO and carried out by the Tribal Monitor shall remain confidential and be provided
to the County in writing and approved by the El Dorado County Director of Planning
and Building. The project contractor shall adhere to the management strategies
approved by the Tribal Government Representatives or THPO and County. Ground-
disturbing activities may resume once the management strategies have been
implemented to the satisfaction of the Tribal Monitor and County’s Director of
Planning and Building.

= The construction contractor(s) shall provide secure, on-site storage for culturally
sensitive soils or objects that are components of TCRs that are found or recovered
during construction. Only Tribal Government Representatives, THPO, and Tribal
Monitors shall have access to the storage. Storage size shall be determined by the
nature of the TCR and can range from a small lock box to a conex box (shipping
container). A secure (locked), fenced area can also provide adequate on-site storage
if larger amounts of material must be stored.
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Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method
TCR-4: Discovery of Native American Human Remains. If human remains are discovered Ongoing during Notify EI Dorado
during ground-disturbing construction work, all construction within 100 feet of the construction County Coroner.
remains shall be halted immediately, and the EI Dorado County coroner shall be notified El Dorado
immediately. If the remains are found to be non-Native American or the result of a crime Planning and
scene, then the procedures in state law and Mitigation Measure CUL-1 shall be followed. Building
If the remains are determined by the County coroner to be Native American, the Native Department to
American Heritage Commission (NAHC), United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC), and approve.
Wilton Rancheria shall be notified within 24 hours, and the guidelines of the NAHC shall \rl\(laosrlf(mptlon of

be adhered to in the treatment and disposition of the remains. Development activity
within the buffer area shall not resume until the landowner has discussed and conferred,
as prescribed in Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code, with the most likely
descendants regarding their recommendations as provided for in Section 5097.98 to
ensure that the remains are treated with appropriate dignity. As provided for in
subsection 5097.98(a), the descendants shall complete their inspection and make their
recommendation within 48 hours of being granted access to the site. If no likely
descendants are located or recommendations are not made, the applicant shall comply
with Section 5097.98, including but not limited to Section 5097.98(e).

The County shall be responsible for confirming compliance with Section 5097.98 and
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e) and the resumption of ground-disturbing activities
within 100 feet of the boundaries of the sensitive area defined by the investigation where
the remains were discovered shall not occur until compliance with those standards is
demonstrated in writing.
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Monitoring
Implementation | Agency and
Mitigation Measure(s) Schedule Method
TCR-5: Documentation and Relocation of TCRs. TCR P-09-006012 shall be subject to Prior to ground El Dorado
appropriate archaeological and Tribal documentation prior to ground disturbing activity disturbing County Planning
and relocated to a location with identified TCRs that shall not be impacted by grading or activities and Building
other site disturbing activities. Department to
. . — verify prior to
The project applicant shall do the following: start of
= Obtain written United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) Tribal Historic Preservation construction
Officer (THPO) approval prior to flagging P-09-006012 for relocation. Approval shall
include any restrictions or requirements related to the relocation, such as type of
equipment to use, orientation of the TCR, location for the TCR to be moved to, etc.
= Send a Tribal notification and confirm the details for relocation at least 48 hours prior
to any relocation work.
= Provide financial and logistical support for the protection, intact transport, and
relocation of bedrock features or other elements of P-09-006012.
= Update the California Historic Resources Information System Center (CHRIS)
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) forms to reflect the relocation work.
Updates shall be consistent with Tribal preference for documenting TCRs. Tribes shall
have final review authority on the DPR form(s) and shall be copied on submission to
the CHRIS. DPR forms shall be prepared for Tribal review within two weeks of
relocation work being completed and shall be submitted to the CHRIS within two
weeks of Tribal approval.
Impact 3.13-2. The RIA TCR-7: Implement mitigation measures TCR-1 through TCR-4. See TCR-1 See TCR-1
preferred project, in through TCR-4. through TCR-4.

combination with past,
present and reasonably
foreseeable development,
could make a cumulatively
considerable contribution to
a significant cumulative
impact related to tribal
cultural resources, including
Native American human
remains.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Impact

Impact 3.15-2. The RIA
preferred project could
exacerbate wildfire risks
exposing future residents to
potential wildfire hazards.

Mitigation Measure(s)

WEF-1: Construction Fire Prevention Plan. Prior to any ground-disturbing activities,
including site clearing, grading or trenching, the project applicant(s) shall work with the El
Dorado Hills Fire Department to prepare a Construction Fire Prevention Plan to be
provided to all future developers. The plan shall address training of construction
personnel and provide details of fire-suppression procedures and equipment to be used
during construction. Information contained in the plan shall be included as part of project-
related environmental awareness training to occur prior to any ground disturbance. At a
minimum, the plan shall be consistent with the requirements in California Building Code
Chapter 33 and California Fire Code Chapter 33 and shall include the following:

= Procedures for minimizing potential ignition, including, but not limited to, vegetation
clearing, parking requirements/restrictions, idling restrictions, smoking restrictions,
proper use of gas-powered equipment, use of spark arrestors, and hot work
restrictions;

= Work restrictions during Red Flag Warnings and High to Extreme Fire Danger days;

= Specifications for adequate water supply to service construction activities;

= On-site fire awareness coordinator role and responsibility;

= Construction worker training for fire prevention, initial attack firefighting, and fire
reporting;

= Emergency communication, response, and reporting procedures;

= Coordination with local fire agencies to facilitate access through the project site;

= Implement all construction-phase fuel modification components prior to combustible
building materials being delivered to the site;

= Emergency contact information; and

= Demonstrate compliance with applicable plans and policies established by state and
local agencies.

Implementation
Schedule

Prior to ground
disturbing
activities

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

El Dorado Hills
Fire Department
to confirm
compliance prior
to start of
construction

WEF-2: Fire Safe Plan Recommendations. The Fire Safe Plan (FSP) provides customized
measures that address potential fire hazards on the site. The measures are
independently established but shall work together to result in reduced fire threat and
heightened fire protection. These measures shall be established and accepted by the El
Dorado Hills Fire Department prior to the issuance of the first building construction permit
issued by the County. The following measures identified in Section 7.3 of the FSP shall be

Prior to issuance
of the first
building
construction
permit

El Dorado Hills
Fire Department
to verify
compliance prior
to issuance of
grading and/or
building permits
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

Monitoring
Implementation | Agency and
Schedule Method

implemented and shall be included as notes on any Final Map, grading plans, and
construction plans:

= Fencing materials used within 5-feet of all buildings shall be constructed of non-
combustible materials.

= Fencing materials adjacent to non-irrigated open space areas shall be constructed of
non-combustible materials.

= Combustible sheds and other outbuildings shall be kept at least 30 feet from
residential dwellings and other buildings on each parcel.

= The following specific alternative material and construction methods, exceeding the
minimum criteria described in CBC Chapter 7A, shall be implemented within the
project to meet the “Practical Effect” principles (described in CCR Title 14 - section

1276.01) when buildings are located within 30-feet of property lines to reduce the

potential for building-to-building fire spread may include, but are not limited to the

following provisions:

- All spaces between roof decking and the Class A roof covering shall be blocked to
prevent embers from catching and igniting the building; and Eaves shall be boxed
in (soffit-eave design) and protected with ignition resistant or non-combustible
materials; and

- lIgnition resistant building materials, such as stucco, fiber cement wall siding, fire
retardant treated wood, or other approved materials shall be used when
neighboring buildings are within 30-feet; and

- WUI ember and flame-resistant vents, conforming with the requirements of ASTM
E2886, shall be used to protect exterior wall openings when the wall is located
within 30-feet of another building or faces the Wildland Fuel Reduction Zone areas;
and

- The size and number of windows to bedroom rescue window openings and other
essential location shall be limited when the exterior wall is located within 30-feet of
another building. Windows on all sides of buildings shall be constructed of multi-
pane glazing with a minimum of one tempered pane on the exterior side; and

- Exterior doors of buildings shall be constructed of non-combustible or ignition-
resistant material, or shall be constructed of solid core wood compliant with
California Residential Code Section R327.8.3 when located within 30-feet of
another building; and
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

Monitoring

Implementation | Agency and

Method

- Combustible decks that are cantilevered over the natural slope shall be enclosed
to reduce the accumulation of debris and combustible storage items that may be
ignited by fire brands. The construction of combustible decks shall comply with the
building construction requirements found in CBC Section R337; and

- A minimum non-combustible area of 6 vertical inches, measured from the ground
up (at grade) and from any attached horizontal surface like a deck, shall be
provided on the exterior walls of all buildings. Non-combustible materials include
brick, stone, fiber-cement siding, or concrete; and

- Address numbers on each residential building shall be either internally or
externally illuminated.

Wildfire fuel reduction management and defensible space practices for the project

shall follow the requirements identified in Chapter 6 of the FSP.

A Restrictive Covenant shall be filed with the final subdivision map which stipulates

that a Fire Safe Plan has been prepared and wildfire mitigation measures shall be

implemented.

"No Smoking" signs shall be posted at all trail entrances.

At all trail intersections with the roads that have vehicle access there shall be a knock

down bollard or gate with a Knox® padlock, or other approved lock, to allow for the

passage of emergency equipment onto the trail.

A 5-foot defensible space ember-resistant zone (Zone 0O) shall be maintained around

all buildings (including fencing within 5 feet).

A Homeowners Association (HOA), or other acceptable entity, shall be responsible for

maintaining all private emergency vehicle access roads and wildfire fuel reduction

zone provisions described in Chapter 6 of the FSP.

A HOA, or other acceptable entity, shall be responsible for enforcing compliance with

all applicable federal, state and County regulations related to defensible space and

vegetation management.

Reliable on-going sources of funding shall be established and acceptable to the El

Dorado Hills Fire Department prior to the recording of the final map for the project.
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

WF-3: Emergency Preparedness and Evacuation Preparedness. The following measures
identified in Section 7.4 of the Fire Safe Plan (FSP) shall be implemented. The
Homeowner’s Association shall be responsible for providing the following information to
project occupants in consultation with the EI Dorado Hills Fire Department.

= CAL FIRE Ready-Set-Go education materials shall be made available to all new
residents of the project for their use in preparing for an evacuation. Fire Department
and CAL FIRE shall be encouraged to visit the neighborhood annually to discuss this
material and answer questions by the homeowners. See Fire Safe Plan Chapter 8 -
Appendix J for additional details.

= El Dorado County Office of Emergency Services education materials on the “RAVE”
program shall be made available to all new residents of the project for use in
receiving timely notification information regarding the need to evacuate. See Fire
Safe Plan Chapter 8 - Appendix L for additional details.

Ongoing during
project operation

HOA shall
demonstrate
compliance
upon request of
El Dorado Hills
Fire Department

WF-4: Prohibited Plants. A landscape plan shall be submitted to the El Dorado Hills Fire

Prior to issuance

El Dorado Hills

Department for review and approval prior to the issuance of building permits. The of building Fire Department
landscape plan shall include a fire-resistant plant palette consistent with Appendix | of the | permits to verify prior to
Fire Safe Plan and shall not include tress and vegetation identified by the El Dorado Hills issuance of first
Fire Department on its current list of Highly Flammable Trees & Vegetation, which are grading or
plant communities and their associated plant species known to have increased building permit
flammability based on plant physiology (resin content), biological function (flowering,
retention of dead plant material), physical structure (bark thickness, leaf size, branching
patterns), and overall fuel loading, shall be prohibited in the CVSP proposed landscape
plan. The proposed landscape plan shall be consistent with the El Dorado Hills Fire
Department Defensible Space guidelines, the El Dorado County Weed Abatement
guidelines, and the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council. This mitigation measure shall be
included as a note on any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.
Impact 3.15-3. The RIA WF-5: Implement mitigation measures WF-1 and WF-4. See WF-1 and See WF-1 and
preferred project could WF-4. WF-4.

exacerbate fire risk
associated with the
installation and
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Table 1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Impact

maintenance of project-
related infrastructure.

Mitigation Measure(s)

Implementation
Schedule

Monitoring
Agency and
Method

Impact 3.15-4. The RIA
preferred project could
expose future residents or
structures to hazards
associated with post-fire
runoff.

WF-6: Post Fire Activities. Following any on-site wildfire during project build-out in areas
where development may be affected by post-fire risks, a post-fire field assessment shall
be conducted by an engineering geologist or civil engineer, in coordination with the El
Dorado Hills Fire Department, to identify any areas that may be subject to increased risk
of post-fire flooding, landslide or erosion. Any recommendations identified by the
geologist to mitigate such risk shall be provided to the County, El Dorado Hills Fire
Department, and the County Emergency Operations Center for consideration of the work
necessary to allow safe re-entry and/or re-occupation of the affected area.

Following any on-
site wildfire
during project
development and
prior to re-
entry/re-
occupation of the
affected area.

El Dorado
County Planning
and Building
Department and
El Dorado Hills
Fire Department
to verify
compliance after
a wildfire event
prior to re-
occupation

Impact 3.15-6.
Implementation of the RIA
preferred project could
exacerbate wildfire risk to
onsite residents resulting in
a cumulative contribution.

WEF-7: Implement mitigation measures WF-1 through WF-4.

See WF-1
through WF-4.

See WF-1
through WF-4.,
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Creekside Village Specific Plan - Reduced Impact Alternative

CEQA Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding
Considerations

1 Introduction

The County of El Dorado (“County”), as Lead Agency, has prepared an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”)
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), California Public Resources Code Section
21000 et seq., for the Creekside Village Specific Plan (County applications GPA20-0001, Z20-0005, SP20-
0001, TM20-0002). These Findings of Fact (“Findings”) are made pursuant to Public Resources Code
Sections 21081, 21081.5, and 21081.6 and Sections 15091 and 15092 of Title 14, Cal. Code Regs.
15000, et seq. (“CEQA Guidelines”).

As detailed herein, because the Reduced Impact Alternative (“RIA”) analyzed in Chapter 5 of the Draft EIR
is environmentally superior and will avoid most of the significant effects on the environment, the County
has determined, and the applicant has agreed, that the project changes achieved through the RIA should
be implemented. These Findings and the Statement of Overriding Considerations therefore address the
environmental effects associated with the RIA for the Creekside Village Specific Plan (referred to herein as
the “RIA,” “preferred project,” or “project”). For clarity, the proposed project analyzed in the Draft EIR is
different from the RIA and is referred to herein as the “originally proposed project.”

The RIA was developed with input from consulting Tribes to reduce impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources
(“TCRs”) identified during preparation of the Draft EIR as well as changes to reduce other environmental
impacts, including vehicle trips, air pollutants, and GHG emissions. The County requested that the RIA be
analyzed at a more detailed level to help inform County decision makers because it is the land use plan
preferred by the Tribes consulting with the County on the project, the Latrobe School District, and
community members. The Draft EIR analyzed the RIA at the project-specific level so that it could be
recommended by County staff and the Planning Commission and ultimately approved by the Board of
Supervisors instead of the originally proposed project.

Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines states, in part, that:

a) No public agency shall approve or carry out a project for which an EIR has been certified which
identifies one or more significant environmental effects of the project unless the public agency
makes one or more written findings for each of those significant effects, accompanied by a brief
explanation of the rationale for each finding. The possible findings are:

1) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which avoid or
substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the final EIR.
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2) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public
agency and not the agency making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such other
agency or can and should be adopted by such other agency.

3) Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including provision of
employment opportunities for highly trained workers, make infeasible the mitigation measures
or project alternatives identified in the final EIR.

The EIR identified potentially significant effects that could result from implementation. However, with
revisions made through the RIA and the inclusion of certain mitigation measures, approval would reduce
these effects to less-than-significant levels and, with the exception of significant and unavoidable impacts
to aesthetics, there are no other significant impacts that cannot be mitigated to below a level of
significance.

In accordance with Public Resource Code Section 21081 and Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines,
whenever significant impacts cannot be mitigated to below a level of significance, the decision-making
agency is required to balance, as applicable, the benefits of the project against its unavoidable
environmental risks when determining whether to approve the project. If the benefits of a project outweigh
the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, the adverse effects may be considered “acceptable.” In
that case, the decision-making agency may prepare and adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations,
pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines.

Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines state that:

b) CEQA requires the decision-making agency to balance, as applicable, the economic, legal, social,
technological, or other benefits, including region-wide or statewide environmental benefits, of a
proposed project against its unavoidable environmental risks when determining whether to
approve the project. If the specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other benefits including
region-wide or statewide environmental benefits, of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable
adverse environmental effects, the adverse environmental effects may be considered
“acceptable.”

¢) When the lead agency approves a project which will result in the occurrence of significant effects
which are identified in the final EIR but are not avoided or substantially lessened, the agency shall
state in writing the specific reasons to support its action based on the final EIR and/or other
information in the record. The statement of overriding considerations shall be supported by
substantial evidence in the record.

d) If an agency makes a statement of overriding considerations, the statement should be included in
the record of the project approval and should be mentioned in the notice of determination. This
statement does not substitute for, and shall be in addition to, findings required pursuant to Section
15091.

These Findings do not attempt to describe the full analysis of each environmental impact contained in the
EIR. Instead, the Findings provide a summary description of each impact, describe the applicable mitigation
measures identified in the EIR and adopted by the Board of Supervisors, and state the Board of Supervisors’
findings on the significance of each impact after imposition of the adopted mitigation measures,
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accompanied by a brief explanation. Full explanations of these environmental findings and conclusions
can be found in the EIR. These Findings hereby incorporate by reference the discussion and analysis in
those documents supporting the EIR’s determinations regarding mitigation measures and the project’s
impacts and mitigation measures designed to address those impacts. In making these Findings, the Board
of Supervisors ratifies, adopts, and incorporates into these Findings the analysis and explanation in the EIR
and ratifies, adopts, and incorporates in these Findings the determinations and conclusions of the EIR
relating to environmental impacts and mitigation measures.

In accordance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, the County adopts these Findings as part of its
certification of the Final EIR for the RIA preferred project. Pursuant to Section 21082.1(c)(3) of the Public
Resources Code, the County also finds that the Final EIR reflects the County’s independent judgment as
the lead agency for the project. As required by CEQA, the County, in adopting these Findings, also adopts
a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (“MMRP”) for the RIA preferred project. The County finds
that the MMRP, which is incorporated herein by reference and made a part of these Findings, meets the
requirements of Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code by providing for the implementation and
monitoring of measures intended to mitigate potentially significant effects of the preferred project. To the
extent any text of a mitigation measure in the MMRP inadvertently conflicts with the text of a mitigation
measure as restated herein, the MMRP shall control.

1.1 Organization and Format of CEQA Findings of Fact

Section 1 contains a summary description of the Reduced Impact Alternative and background facts relative
to the environmental review process.

Section 2 discusses the CEQA findings of independent judgment. This includes the impacts determined to
have no impact or a less than significant impact, impacts determined to have potentially significant effects
of the project that would be mitigated to a less than significant level with implementation of the identified
mitigation measures, and impacts determined to be significant and unavoidable.

Section 3 identifies the feasibility of the project Alternatives that were studied in the EIR.
Section 4 provides additional CEQA findings and adoption of the MMRP.

Section 5 provides the statement of overriding considerations identifying the specific overriding economic,
legal, social, technological, and other benefits of the RIA preferred project that outweigh significant
unavoidable aesthetic impacts of the RIA preferred project.

Section 6 provides for certification of the EIR with respect to the RIA preferred project.

1.2 Summary of Project Description

The RIA consists of adoption of the Creekside Village Specific Plan for the Reduced Impact Alternative
(“CVSP-RIA”) to develop approximately 208 acres of land with a mix of residential, parks, and open space
land uses (Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 117-010-032 and a portion of APN 117-720-012). The CVSP-
RIA and associated approvals, including a General Plan amendment, rezone, and tentative maps, must be
approved before development can occur. The project site was previously part of the private El Dorado Hills
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Business Park Association and in 2018 the site de-annexed from the El Dorado Hills Business Park Owners
Association. The project site currently has a Research and Development (“R&D”) land use designation and
R&D zoning.

The RIA would develop the same approximately 208 acres of land as the originally proposed project and
would include a mix of residential (conventional and age-restricted) residential units, parks, and open space
land uses. The RIA provides for the development of up to 763 single-family dwelling units, including 614
single-family low density residential units ranging from 4 to 8 dwelling units per acre (du/ac) on
approximately 117 acres and 149 medium-density residential units on 21.3 acres with a density of 5-12
du/ac. A portion of the RIA is proposed to be a gated, age-restricted community that would contain 613
units. The remaining units would include 150 conventional single-family units. Overall, the RIA removes
155 dwelling units as compared to the originally proposed project and redesigns the land plan and
proposed tentative maps to protect certain areas in open space.

The RIA also proposes a 7.5-acre Village Park with 1.6 acres of the park containing a Planned Development
(“PD”) overlay designation that could allow for neighborhood commercial uses to serve the plan area. These
potential commercial uses would require approval of a Conditional Use Permit and a PD. There would be
two additional Neighborhood Parks that will be 4.4 and 2.2 acres in size. The remainder of the project site
would be open space, landscaping, public facilities, and roadway infrastructure. Similar to the originally
proposed project, the RIA would include a coordinated circulation system that provides for efficient
vehicular travel, bikeways, sidewalks, pedestrian pathways, and sufficient space for emergency access and
evacuation.

1.3 Project Objectives

CEQA requires the statement of a project’s objectives to be clearly written so as to define the underlying
purpose of a project in order to permit development of a reasonable range of alternatives and aid the lead
agency in making findings when considering a project for approval. The objectives should describe the
purpose of the project and are intended to assist the lead agency in developing a reasonable range of
alternatives for consideration in the EIR.

The originally proposed project includes the following objectives:

1. Create a residential community with a variety of new single-family homes designed for a range of
buyers of all ages in a desirable location with access to community amenities, employment
opportunities, schools, and entertainment.

2. Provide multi-modal connectivity and trails between the adjacent residential communities to the east
and west and allow for development of land uses more compatible with the surrounding residential
communities.

3. Include a range of housing types that will allow current and future EI Dorado Hills employers to
attract and retain employees.

4. Provide housing near existing retail business and services within the El Dorado Hills Business Park
that will generate new customers to support existing retailers and businesses while keeping tax
revenues in El Dorado County.

Creekside Village - Reduced Impact Alternative

October 2025 4
26-0084 Q 35 of 84



GPA20-0001, Z20-0005, SP20-0001, TM20-0002
Creekside Village Specific Plan - Reduced Impact Alternative
Exhibit R - Findings of Fact/Statement of Overriding Considerations

Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations

5. Create a community with a linked system of complete streets, bike paths, sidewalks and trails that
promotes walkability and neighbor interaction.

6. Create a pedestrian network that connects residents to employment and commercial centers,
schools, and recreational facilities inside and outside the new community.

7. Create a community identity by preserving existing natural features (i.e., oak trees and drainage
elements) and integrating those features into the development in a way that enhances the
aesthetic and natural character of the community.

8. Provide parks, open space, and trails as a focal point for the proposed community with a full range
of active and passive recreational uses.

As described in Chapter 5 of the Draft EIR, the RIA preferred project is able to meet the project objectives.
1.4 Environmental Review Process

Notice of Preparation

In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21092 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, the County
issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on November 6, 2020 (State Clearinghouse No. 2020110052), and
the public comment period closed on December 7, 2020. The County held a public scoping meeting on
November 19, 2020, to receive verbal comment on the scope of the EIR. The County received 5 letters
from public agencies and 17 letters from the public. In October 2021, the applicant requested the project
application be placed on hold when an unrelated application for a zoning-consistent warehouse project was
processed by a different applicant. After the zoning-consistent project application was withdrawn, the
applicant requested to resume processing the application on July 19, 2023. Therefore, a second scoping
meeting was held on September 26, 2023, to receive verbal comments regarding the project and scope of
the EIR, and written comments were accepted until October 12, 2023. One letter from the Latrobe School
District and one letter from a member of the public were received during this extended scoping period. The
scoping comments were included as Appendix A to the Draft EIR.

Draft EIR

In accordance with CEQA (Public Resources Code Sections 21000-21177) and the CEQA Guidelines (14
CCR Sections 15000-15387), the County prepared a Draft EIR (which is the subject of these Findings) to
address the potentially significant environmental effects associated with the originally proposed project.
The Draft EIR addresses the following environmental issues at a project-specific level for the originally
proposed project and the RIA preferred project:

e Aesthetics e Greenhouse Gas Emissions

e Air Quality e Hydrology and Water Quality

e Biological Resources e Land Use, Population and Housing
e Cultural Resources e Noise

o Energy e Public Services and Recreation

o Geology and Soils e Transportation
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e Tribal Cultural Resources e Wildlife
e Utilities and Service Systems

The Draft EIR was published for public and agency review on June 20, 2025, for a 60-day public review
period that ended on August 19, 2025. During the public review period, the Draft EIR was accessible online
at https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/Land-Use/Planning-and-Building/Planning-Division. Copies of the
Draft EIR were also available at the County of El Dorado Planning and Building Department and EI Dorado
County, EI Dorado Hills, and Cameron Park public libraries during normal business hours. Eight comment
letters were received in response to the Draft EIR and the Final EIR included and responded to those
comments.

Final EIR

Section 15088 of the CEQA Guidelines requires that the Lead Agency responsible for the preparation of an
EIR evaluate comments on environmental issues and prepare written response addressing each of the
comments. The intent of the Final EIR is to provide a forum to address comments pertaining to the
information and analysis contained within the Draft EIR, and to provide an opportunity for clarifications,
corrections, or revisions to the Draft EIR as needed and as appropriate. The Final EIR assembles in one
document all the environmental information and analysis prepared for the project, including comments on
the Draft EIR and responses to those comments. In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15132, the
Final EIR for the RIA preferred project consists of:

(i) The Draft EIR and subsequent revisions;
(i) Comments received on the Draft EIR;
(iii) A list of the persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR;

(iv) Written responses to significant environmental issues raised during the public review and comment
period and related supporting materials; and

(v) Other information contained in the EIR, including EIR appendices.

The Final EIR was made available for review by commenting agencies in accordance with CEQA
requirements 10 days prior to the public hearing to consider the project and the Final EIR. The Final EIR
was also made available to the public online at https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/Land-Use/Planning-
and-Building/Planning-Division.
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2 CEQA Findings of Independent Judgment

2. Impacts Determined to have No Impact or a Less Than
Significant Impact

The County agrees with the characterization in the EIR with respect to all environmental effects initially
identified to have a “less-than-significant” impact or “no impact” without the need for mitigation and finds
that those have been described accurately in the EIR. The finding of a “no impact,” “less than significant,”
or “less than cumulatively considerable” impact applies to the following in the EIR:

e Impact 3.1-3. The RIA preferred project would not create a new source of substantial light or glare
that would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area.

e Impact 3.1-6. The RIA preferred project would not contribute to a significant cumulative impact
related to light and glare.

e Impact 3.2-1. The RIA preferred project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan.

e Impact 3.2-2. The RIA preferred project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal
or state ambient air quality standard.

e Impact 3.2-3. The RIA preferred project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations.

e Impact 3.2-4. The RIA preferred project would not result in other emissions (such as those leading
to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of people.

e Impact 3.2-5. The RIA preferred project would not result in a cumulatively considerable netincrease
of any criteria pollutant for which the project area is in non-attainment under an applicable federal
or state ambient air quality standard (including the release of emissions that exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors).

e Impact 3.3-5. The RIA preferred project would not conflict with a local policy or ordinance protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance.

e Impact 3.3-7. The RIA preferred project, combined with other past and reasonably foreseeable
future projects, would not result in a cumulative impact to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
communities.

o Impact 3.4-1. The RIA preferred project would not cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource.
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e Impact 3.5-1. The RIA preferred project would not result in potentially significant environmental
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operation.

e Impact 3.5-2. The RIA preferred project would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for
renewable energy or energy efficiency.

e Impact 3.5-3. The RIA preferred project would not result in a cumulatively considerable impact due
to the consumption of electricity, natural gas and petroleum fuels during construction and
operation.

e Impact 3.6-1. The RIA preferred project would not be affected by strong seismic ground shaking
and secondary seismic hazards, including seismic-related ground failure, liquefaction, lateral
spreading, and seismically induced settlement.

e Impact 3.6-2. The RIA preferred project would not be affected by or result in adverse effects
involving landslides.

e Impact 3.6-3. The RIA preferred project would not result in significant soil erosion or loss of topsoil.

e Impact 3.6-4. The RIA preferred project would not be developed on unstable soils that could
become unstable resulting in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction
or collapse.

e Impact 3.6-5. The RIA preferred project would not be located on expansive soils.

e Impact 3.6-6. The RIA preferred project would not destroy a unique paleontological resource or
unique geologic features.

e Impact 3.6-7. The RIA preferred project would not result in a cumulative impact related to loss of
paleontological resources.

e Impact 3.8-1. The RIA preferred project would not violate water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality.

e Impact 3.8-2. The RIA preferred project would not decrease groundwater supplies or interfere with
groundwater recharge that could impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin.

e Impact 3.8-3. The RIA preferred project would not alter the existing drainage pattern of the site
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would: i) result in substantial
erosion or siltation on or off site; ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site; iii) create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or iv) impede or redirect flood flows.

e Impact 3.8-4. The RIA preferred project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a
water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan.
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e Impact 3.8-5. The RIA preferred project combined with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
future projects would not violate any water quality standards or degrade surface or ground water
quality.

e Impact 3.8-6. The RIA preferred project combined with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
future projects would not decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge.

e Impact 3.8-7. The RIA preferred project combined with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
future projects would not contribute to a cumulative impact relating to flooding, drainage capacity,
and erosion.

e Impact 3.9-1. The RIA preferred project would not cause a significant environmental impact due to
a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect.

e Impact 3.9-2. The RIA preferred project would induce unplanned population growth but would not
result in significant adverse effects on the environment.

e Impact 3.10-3. The RIA preferred project would not generate significant on-site or off-site
construction vibration.

e Impact 3.10-4. The RIA preferred project would not increase cumulative traffic noise levels.

e Impact 3.11-1. The RIA preferred project would not result in impacts associated with the
construction of new or expanded fire or police facilities.

e Impact 3.11-2. The RIA preferred project would not result in impacts associated with construction
of new or expanded schools.

e Impact 3.11-3. The RIA preferred project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood or
regional parks, or other recreational facilities requiring the construction of new parks.

e Impact 3.11-4. The RIA preferred project would not result in a cumulatively considerable increase
in demand for fire services, police services, schools, or other public facilities resulting in the need
to construct new facilities.

e Impact 3.11-5. The RIA preferred project would not result in a cumulatively considerable increase
in the use of existing parks or recreational facilities such that substantial deterioration would occur
or new/expanded facilities would be required.

e Impact 3.12-1. The RIA preferred project would not conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or
policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian
facilities.

e Impact 3.12-2. The RIA preferred project would not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.3, subdivision (b).
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e Impact 3.12-3. The RIA preferred project would not substantially increase hazards due to sharp
curves or dangerous intersections or incompatible uses.

e Impact 3.12-4. The RIA preferred project would not result in inadequate emergency access.

e Impact 3.12-5. The RIA preferred project would not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines
section 15064.3(b) under cumulative conditions.

e Impact 3.14-1. The RIA preferred project would not result in environmental impacts from the
construction of new water, wastewater treatment, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities.

e Impact 3.14-2. The RIA preferred project would be adequately served by available water supply
during normal, dry, and multiple dry years.

e Impact 3.14-3. The RIA preferred project would not generate an increase in wastewater demand
that exceeds the capacity of the treatment plant.

e Impact 3.14-4. The RIA preferred project would not generate solid waste in excess of standards, or
capacity of local infrastructure, or impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals.

e Impact 3.14-5. The RIA preferred project would not result in cumulatively considerable impacts
related to construction of water, wastewater, or solid waste facilities or exceed water supply.

e Impact 3.15-1. The RIA preferred project would not impair an adopted emergency response plan
or emergency evacuation plan.

e Impact 3.15-5. Implementation of the RIA preferred project would not contribute to cumulative
impacts on emergency response and evacuation efforts or plans.

2.2 Potentially Significant Impacts Reduced to Less than
Significant with Mitigation Measures

Pursuant to Section 21081(a) of the Public Resources Code and Section 15091(a)(1) of the CEQA
Guidelines, the County finds that, for each of the following potentially significant effects identified in the
Final EIR, changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the RIA preferred project which
mitigate or avoid the identified significant effects on the environment to less than significant levels. These
findings are explained below and are supported by substantial evidence in the record of proceedings.

Biological Resources

Impact 3.3-1. The RIA preferred project could have an adverse effect on candidate, sensitive, or special-
status species.

There are six special-status plant species with moderate potential to occur within the project site: dwarf
downingia, Tuolumne button-celery, Boggs Lake hedge-hyssop, Ahart’'s dwarf rush, legenere, and
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pincushion navarretia. These species typically grow in seasonal wetlands or vernal pools with similar water
regimes. The RIA would impact a slightly greater area of seasonal wetland habitat (0.15 acres more)
compared to the originally proposed project, but this would not change the level of significance. Project-
level and cumulative-level impacts to special-status plant species is a potentially significant and mitigation
measures BIO-1, BIO-2, and BIO-3 would ensure impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.

Four special-status wildlife species have high to moderate potential to occur within the project site:
tricolored blackbird, burrowing owl, grasshopper sparrow, and white-tailed kite. Project-level and
cumulative-level impacts to tricolored blackbird would be potentially significant and mitigation measures
BIO-2, BIO-3, BIO-5, and BIO-6 would ensure impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Project-level and cumulative-level impacts to burrowing owl would be potentially significant and mitigation
measures BIO-2, BIO-3, and BIO-7 would ensure impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.
Project-level and cumulative-level impacts to nesting and migratory birds and birds of prey (including white-
tailed kite and grasshopper sparrow) would remain potentially significant and mitigation measures BIO-2,
BIO-3, and BIO-5 would ensure impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.

The project site contains potentially suitable aquatic habitat for the northwestern pond turtle, particularly
within the intermittent drainage when flooded but it is unlikely for the species to occur, and none have been
observed within this marginally suitable habitat during numerous survey efforts. Nonetheless, project-level
and cumulative-level impacts would be potentially significant and mitigation measures BIO-2, BIO-3, and
BIO-4 would ensure impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-1: Rare Plant Survey. If more than three years has elapsed since the last protocol-level rare
plant survey in April 2022 (i.e., April 2025), a qualified botanist shall conduct a minimum
of two plant surveys during the appropriate blooming period for potentially occurring
special-status plant species prior to ground disturbance, in accordance with the Protocols
for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and
Natural Communities (CDFW, 3/2018). The purpose of the survey shall be to delineate and
flag populations of special-status plant species for avoidance. Special-status plant
populations identified during the pre-construction survey shall be mapped using a hand-
held submeter GPS unit and avoided where possible. The avoidance plans shall be
prepared in coordination with CDFW. Plant individuals or populations plus a 10-foot buffer
shall be temporarily fenced during construction activities with high-visibility fencing or
prominently flagged. If complete avoidance of populations is infeasible, further measures,
as described below, shall be necessary.

If avoidance of special-status plant species is not feasible, a Plan shall be prepared by a
qualified botanist prior to implementation. The Plan shall include, at a minimum:
identification of occupied habitat to be preserved and removed, identification of on-site or
off-site preservation, restoration, or enhancement locations, a replacement ratio and
success standard of 1:1 for acreage impacts, a monitoring program, and adaptive
management and remedial measures in the event that the performance standards are not
achieved. The Plan may include a variety of methods, including propagation (including via
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seed) and off-site preservation, restoration, or enhancement. If take of a CESA-listed plant
is required, then an Incidental Take Permit from CDFW will be necessary, and all impacts
will be fully mitigated through implementation of avoidance, minimization, and
compensatory mitigation. Compensation shall take the form of preservation,
enhancement, re-habilitation, re-establishment, or creation of habitat suitable for the
CESA-listed plant species in accordance with CDFW mitigation requirements, as required
under project permits. Compensation may occur offsite through purchasing credits at an
approved mitigation bank, purchasing credits from an approved in-lieu fee, and/or by
implementing an onsite or offsite permittee responsible mitigation offset.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1. If a pre-construction survey is required (per
the circumstances described in Mitigation Measure BIO-1), the County Planning Division
shall verify the survey's completion within 7 days of any ground disturbing activities. If
grading would occur for implementation of improvements and/or infrastructure through
the County Department of Transportation (DOT), DOT shall verify the completion of survey
prior any ground disturbing activities. This mitigation measure shall be included as a note
on any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

BIO-2: Environmental Awareness Training. Before any work occurs in the project site and at
the beginning of each construction year, including site clearing, grading, and equipment
staging, all construction personnel shall participate in an environmental awareness
training provided by a qualified biologist regarding special-status species and sensitive
habitats present in the project site. If new construction personnel are added to the project,
they must receive the mandatory training before starting work. As part of the training, an
environmental awareness handout shall be provided to all personnel that describes and
illustrates sensitive resources to be avoided during project construction. The
environmental awareness handout shall be included with any grading permit plans being
reviewed/to be reviewed by the County. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any
Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

BIO-3: Work Area Delineation and Fencing. Before any site clearing, grading or other ground-
disturbing activity occurs within the project site, the project applicant shall ensure that
temporary orange barrier fencing is installed around the project site adjacent to sensitive
habitat areas to be avoided, as appropriate. Construction personnel and construction
activities shall avoid areas outside the fencing. The exact location of the fencing shall be
determined by a qualified biologist coordinating with the resident construction contractor,
with the goal of protecting sensitive biological habitat and water quality. The fencing
material shall consist of temporary plastic mesh-type construction fence (Tensor Polygrid
or equivalent) installed between the work area and environmentally sensitive habitat areas
(i.e., waters of the U.S., special-status wildlife habitat, active bird nests), as appropriate. To
minimize potential ground disturbance, the base of the fencing shall not be buried or
keyed-in. Installation of the barrier fence shall occur under the supervision of a qualified
biologist. The temporary orange barrier fencing shall also be installed in a manner that is
consistent with applicable water quality requirements contained within the project’'s
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) or Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP). The
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fencing shall be shown on any grading permit plans, building permit plans, and any final
construction documents. The fencing shall be checked regularly by a qualified biologist and
maintained until all construction is complete. No construction activity shall be allowed until
this condition is satisfied. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any grading plans
and/or construction plans.

BIO-4: Northwestern Pond Turtle Avoidance. To minimize adverse impacts on northwestern
pond turtles and their habitat from project construction activities occurring within suitable
habitat (intermittent stream and adjacent uplands), the project applicant and/or its
contractor(s) shall implement the following measures during construction activities that
require in-water work or ground disturbance within 300 feet of aquatic habitat in
uninterrupted upland habitat (or within suitable upland habitat [e.g., annual grassland or
valley foothill riparian]) or suitable aquatic habitat to minimize adverse impacts on
northwestern pond turtles and their habitat:

= A qualified biologist shall be retained to conduct pre-construction visual encounter
surveys of aquatic habitat for northwestern pond turtle occupancy. A minimum of two
surveys shall be conducted at least 2 weeks apart during the morning (within 2 hours
of 8:00 a.m.) or mid-afternoon (3:00 to 5:00 p.m.) when northwestern pond turtles are
typically basking and the first inspection shall be completed no more than 4 weeks
before construction activities commence. The purpose of the survey is to identify
occupied aquatic habitat features around which further investigations of upland
nesting would need to occur in subsequent measures. If no northwestern pond turtles
are detected, implementation of the bullets listed below shall not be required. If
northwestern pond turtle is detected during the surveys, the measures below shall be
implemented.

= (If detected during the pre-construction survey above) Qualified biologists shall
conduct visual detection/nesting surveys of upland areas for northwestern pond
turtle within 160 feet of occupied aquatic habitat in May and June prior to project
construction activities (including site clearing/grading) to mark/flag/protect as
many nests as possible. An exclusion buffer of at least 50 feet around any found
northwestern pond turtle nests shall be created by installing construction fencing
or another obvious barrier that shall not be crossed by construction equipment.

= (If detected during the pre-construction survey above) To prevent entrapment within
the active work area, the biologist shall monitor any potential dewatering and/or
diversion work to rescue and with necessary handling permits and prior approval from
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and Wildlife will
relocate northwestern pond turtles and other native aquatic wildlife species from to
suitable habitat outside the work area.

= (If detected during the pre-construction survey above) Eggs shall be covered slightly
with dry soil by the biologist and the nest site protected from construction/ predation
(flagging, cage over the spot, etc.). The biological monitor or other responsible on-site
party shall call USFWS (if species is listed under the ESA) and CDFW for further
direction and the eggs shall not be moved unless direction from USFWS (if applicable)
and CDFW to do so is received. If live hatchlings are excavated between August 1
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through October 31, a qualified biologist with an appropriate handling permit from
USFWS and CDFW shall transfer the neonates to the source water body nearest the
nest site. If live hatchlings are excavated between November 1 through February 29,
the nestling turtles will not survive outside the nest and must be transferred by a
qualified biologist with a handling permit from USFWS and CDFW to a licensed wildlife
rehabilitator.

= All equipment (e.g., buckets, boots, waders) that has contact with water bodies shall be
sterilized in  accordance with the CDFW Aquatic Invasive  Species
Disinfection/Decontamination Protocols
(https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=92821) or current guidance.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/ applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-5. Per the circumstances described in
Mitigation Measure BIO-5, the pre-construction survey shall be completed prior to any
ground-disturbing activities. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any Final Map,
grading plans, and construction plans.

BIO-5: Nesting Bird Avoidance. If site clearing, grading and other construction activities begin
during the nesting season (February 1 to August 31), a qualified biologist (as approved by
California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]) shall conduct a preconstruction survey
for active nests in suitable nesting habitat within 500 feet of the disturbance area for
nesting raptors, including white-tailed kite, and 250 feet for other nesting birds, including
the grasshopper sparrow. For the tricolored blackbird, a protocol level survey will be
conducted in suitable nesting and foraging habitat within 0.25 miles of the project work
area to the extent the developer has land rights to access those areas. Tricolored blackbird
surveys will be conducted during the nesting season (March 15 to July 31). If construction
is initiated in the project work area during the nesting season, three (3) surveys shall be
conducted within fifteen (15) days prior to the construction activity, with one of the surveys
within three (3) days prior to the start of the construction.

Areas adjacent to the project site that are inaccessible due to private property restrictions
shall be surveyed using binoculars from the nearest vantage point. The survey shall be
conducted by a qualified biologist no more than 15 days prior to the onset of grading or
construction activities. For tricolored blackbird, three surveys would be conducted, with
one of the surveys within three (3) days prior to the start of construction. If no active nests
or breeding colonies are identified during the preconstruction survey, no further mitigation
is necessary. Also, if construction is initiated outside of the nesting season no surveys are
required for activities occurring in previously disturbed and continually active portions of
the project.

If any active nests are observed during the surveys, a qualified biologist shall establish a
suitable avoidance buffer from the active nest, as approved by CDFW. The buffer distance,
to be determined by the qualified biologist, shall typically range from 50 to 300 feet, and
shall be determined based on factors such as the species of bird, topographic features,
intensity and extent of the disturbance, timing relative to the nesting cycle, and anticipated
ground disturbance schedule. Limits of construction to avoid active nests shall be
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established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other appropriate barriers and shall be
maintained until the chicks have fledged and the nests are no longer active, as determined
by the qualified biologist.

If tricolored blackbird breeding colonies are found, the foraging behavior of the colony shall
also be documented. No work shall begin until COFW has been consulted and compliance
with CESA can be demonstrated.

If at any time during the nesting season construction stops for a period of 7 days or longer,
preconstruction surveys shall be conducted prior to construction resuming.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/ applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-5. If a pre-construction survey is required (per
the circumstances described in Mitigation Measure BIO-5), the survey's completion shall
be within 7 days of any ground-disturbing activities. This mitigation measure shall be noted
on any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

BIO-6: Tricolored Blackbird Compensatory Mitigation. If take of tricolored blackbird is anticipated,
then the project applicant will obtain an Incidental Take Permit from CDFW. Impacts on
tricolored blackbird will be “fully mitigated”, including the development of avoidance,
minimization, and compensatory mitigation that shall be roughly proportional to the extent of
the impact. Compensatory mitigation shall take the form of preservation, enhancement,
rehabilitation, re-establishment, or creation of similar habitat in accordance with the Incidental
Take Permit. The project applicant shall provide mitigation either through the purchase credits
from an approved conservation bank or provide suitable permittee responsible habitat
mitigation lands. Compensatory mitigation will be provided at a ratio of at least 1:1, or as
determined appropriate by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) during
consultation under CESA during the Incidental Take Permit process.

Conservation Bank Credits. Credits shall be purchased at a conservation bank approved by
CDFW for tricolored blackbird with a service area including the project, or at a conservation
bank with a service area not including the project upon further approval of CDFW. Proof of
purchase shall be provided to CDFW and El Dorado County prior to the issuance of any grading
or building permit within 250 feet of the tricolored blackbird colony location.

Habitat Mitigation Lands. Permittee responsible compensatory mitigation shall take the form
of preservation, enhancement, re-habilitation, re-establishment, or creation of suitable
tricolored blackbird habitat in accordance with CDFW mitigation requirements. Compensation
may occur onsite or offsite by implementing a habitat management plan approved by CDFW.

BIO-7: Burrowing Owl Avoidance. Pre-construction surveys for burrowing owls shall be
conducted by a qualified biologist prior to where clearing, grading or construction activities
are planned within 500 feet of suitable habitat. Areas adjacent to the project site that are
inaccessible due to private property restrictions shall be surveyed using binoculars from
the nearest vantage point. Surveys shall be conducted no more than 30 days and no less
than 14 days prior to the commencement of construction activities. If construction
activities are delayed for more than 30 days after the initial preconstruction surveys, then
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a new preconstruction survey shall be required. All surveys shall be conducted in
accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW, 2012). This
mitigation shall be implemented by the project applicant or their contractor.

If burrowing owls are discovered on the project site during construction, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) approved biologist shall be notified immediately.
Occupied burrows shall not be disturbed without prior approval from CDFW, and if
necessary, possession of a CDFW Incidental Take Permit may be requried for the species.

If active burrows are observed within 500 feet of the project site, an impact assessment
shall be prepared and submitted to the CDFW, in accordance with the Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW, 2012). If it is determined that project activities may result
in impacts to nesting, occupied, and satellite burrows and/or burrowing owl habitat, the
project applicant shall delay commencement of construction activities until the biologist
determines that the burrowing owls have fledged and the burrow is no longer occupied. If
this is infeasible, because the burrowing owl is currently a candidate for listing under CESA
and afforded all protections under CESA, the project applicant shall consult with CDFW to
obtain an Incidental Take Pemit and develop a detailed mitigation plan such that the
habitat acreage, number of burrows, and burrowing owls impacted are replaced, if it is still
a candidate or has become CESA-listed. The mitigation plan shall be based on the
requirements set forth in Appendix F of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation
(CDFW, 2012). No construction can commence until CDFW has approved the mitigation
plan. The mitigation prescribed by the mitigation plan shall meet the following
requirements:

- Mitigation lands shall be selected based on comparison of the habitat lost to the
compensatory habitat, including type and structure of habitat, disturbance levels,
potential for conflicts with humans, pets, and other wildlife, density of burrowing
owls, and relative importance of the habitat to the species range wide.

- If feasible, mitigation lands shall be provided adjacent or proximate to the site so
that displaced owls can relocate with reduced risk of take. Feasibility of providing
mitigation adjacent or proximate to the proposed project area depends on
availability of sufficient suitable habitat to support displaced owls that may be
preserved in perpetuity.

- If suitable habitat is not available for conservation adjacent or proximate to the
proposed project area, mitigation lands shall be focused on consolidating and
enlarging conservation areas outside of urban and planned growth areas and
within foraging distance of other conservation lands. Mitigation may be
accomplished through purchase of mitigation credits at a CDFW-approved
mitigation bank, if available. If mitigation credits are not available from an
approved bank and mitigation lands are not available adjacent to other
conservation lands, alternative mitigation sites and acreage shall be determined
in consultation with CDFW.

- If mitigation is not available through an approved mitigation bank and will be
completed through permittee-responsible conservation lands, the mitigation plan
shall include mitigation objectives, site selection factors, site management roles
and responsibilities, vegetation management goals, financial assurances and
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funding mechanisms, performance standards and success criteria, monitoring and
reporting protocols, and adaptive management measures. Success shall be based
on the number of adult burrowing owls and pairs using the site and if the numbers
are maintained over time. Measures of success, as suggested in the 2012 Staff
Report, shall include site tenacity, number of adult owls present and reproducing,
colonization by burrowing owls from elsewhere, changes in distribution, and trends
in stressors.

Timing/Implementation: The developer/applicant shall be responsible for ensuring
implementation of mitigation measure BIO-7. Per the circumstances described in
mitigation measure BIO-7, County Planning Services shall verify the pre-
construction survey's completion per the timing described in the first paragraph of
mitigation measure BIO-7. This mitigation measure shall be noted on any Final
Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

Impact 3.3-2. The RIA preferred project could have an adverse effect on riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community.

Two vegetation communities found within the project site are considered of special concern by CDFW and
should therefore be considered a sensitive natural community under CEQA: northern hardpan vernal pool
and riparian habitat. Because these habitats are considered sensitive biological communities by CDFW
and have substantial value to wildlife, loss would be considered a potentially significant impact.
Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-9 would reduce the project’s impact on vernal pools to less than
significant by providing compensatory mitigation for direct impacts to vernal pool habitat. Compliance with
mitigation measures BIO-2 and BIO-3 would reduce overall impacts to wetland habitats through proper
delineation of work sites, worker environmental training, and implementation of BMPs and reduce potential
impacts to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-8: Implement mitigation measures BIO-2, BIO-3, and BIO-9.

Impact 3.3-3. The RIA preferred project could have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means.

Development of the RIA preferred project would have direct impacts through the removal of 4.741 acres of
aquatic resources, resulting in the loss of potentially jurisdictional wetlands and other waters of the U.S. or
state protected waters/wetlands. The loss of 4.741 acres of wetlands and other waters of the U.S. or state
protected waters/wetlands would result in a potentially significant impact. Mitigation measure BIO-9 would
further reduce the project’s impacts to the intermittent stream (Riverine) beyond such avoidance already
included in the project design. Compliance with mitigation measures BIO-2 and BIO-3 would reduce overall
project impacts to wetland habitats through proper delineation of work sites and worker environmental
training and reduce potential impacts to less than significant.
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Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-9: Wetland Compensatory Mitigation. The project applicant shall demonstrate no
net loss of wetlands and other waters of the United States or state. To ensure this,
wetland mitigation shall be developed as a part of the permitting process.
Mitigation shall be provided to El Dorado County prior to any construction-related
impacts to the existing waters/wetlands. The exact mitigation ratio shall be
determined in consultation with the applicable permitting agencies, which may
include U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW), and/or the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). The
amount of mitigation shall be based on the type and value of the waters/wetlands
affected by the project, and shall be determined in consultation with the USACE,
RWQCB, and/or CDFW during the regulatory permitting process and shall, at a
minimum, comply with the Habitat Mitigation Summary Table in Policy 7.4.2.8 of
the General Plan. Compensation shall take the form of preservation,
enhancement, rehabilitation, reestablishment, or creation of similar habitat in
accordance with USACE, RWQCB and/or CDFW mitigation requirements, as
required under project permits. Compensation may occur offsite through
purchasing credits at USACE, CDFW, and/or RWQCB-approved mitigation banks,
purchasing of credits from an approved in-lieu fee program, and/or by
implementing permittee either an onsite or offsite permittee responsible
mitigation offset.

BIO-11: Implement mitigation measures BIO-2 and BIO-3.

Impact 3.3-4. The RIA preferred project is unlikely to interfere with established migratory wildlife
corridors but could impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites.

A nesting colony of tricolored blackbirds, considered a native wildlife nursery site, is located in a riparian
wetland feature in the western section of the project site. Project grading would remove approximately 0.22
of an acre of riparian wetland habitat suitable for tricolored blackbird nesting. In other portions of the
nesting habitat, the limits of grading would be approximately 15 to over 100 feet away. Human disturbance
and noise from construction activities could potentially cause colony abandonment and death of young or
loss of reproductive success during the nesting season. Disturbance of active nest sites, which could result
in nest abandonment, loss of young, or reduced health and vigor of eggs and/or nestlings, would be
considered a potentially significant impact. Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-5 would reduce
impacts to tricolored blackbird by requiring pre-construction nesting bird surveys and avoidance of occupied
colony sites. Mitigation measure BIO-6 would require that the project applicant provide compensatory
mitigation for direct and indirect impacts to the tricolored blackbird colony on the project site. Finally,
compliance with mitigation measures BIO-2 and BIO-3 would reduce the project’s impact to tricolored
blackbird through proper delineation of work sites, and worker environmental training. Taken together,
implementation of these mitigation measures would reduce potential impacts to tricolored blackbirds to
less than significant.
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Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-12: Implement mitigation measures BIO-2, BIO-3, BIO-5 and BIO-6.

Impact 3.3-6. The RIA preferred project, combined other past and reasonably foreseeable future
projects, could result in a cumulative impact to candidate, sensitive, or special- status
plant and wildlife species.

Prior development along with approved projects throughout the cumulative study area addressed in the EIR
have impacted suitable habitat for special-status species discussed above and a net reduction in habitat
for this species is expected. Implementation and compliance with mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-
7 would ensure the project’s cumulative contribution to biological resource impacts would be reduced to
less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-13: Implement mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-7.

Impact 3.3-8. The RIA preferred project, combined other past and reasonably foreseeable future
projects, could result in a cumulative impact to state or federally protected wetlands.

Other projects in the cumulative study area have impacted or would impact waters of the U.S. and state.
The loss of waters of the U.S. and state is a potentially significant cumulative impact. The project’s
contribution is cumulatively considerable because the incremental effects of the project alone are
significant. The cumulative impact to waters of the U.S. and state, including wetlands, is potentially
significant and compliance with mitigation measure BIO-9 would require compensation of all waters of the
U.S. and state removed by the project to a standard of no net loss. Other cumulative projects would also be
expected to meet this mitigation standard and the mitigation measure reduces the project’s contribution
to this cumulative impact a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-14: Implement mitigation measure BIO-9.

Impact 3.3-9. The RIA preferred project, combined other past and reasonably foreseeable future
projects, could result in a cumulative impact to migratory wildlife corridors or native wildlife
nursery sites.

Neither the project nor the cumulative projects considered in the effects analysis for biological resources
are located in areas designated by the County as Important Biological Corridors (IBC), Priority Conservation
Areas (PCA), or Preserve (EP) overlays on General Plan maps. The cumulative projects are mostly
surrounded by fragmented development and are near or adjacent to major roads, reducing their value as
wildlife movement corridors. The project’s contribution to the loss of tricolored blackbird colonies through
direct impacts to a portion of their habitat as well as introducing ongoing disturbance near an existing
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colony location due to construction and operation of the project is cumulatively considerable because the
incremental effects of the project alone are significant. Compliance with mitigation measure BIO-5 would
detect the presence of tricolored blackbirds through preconstruction surveys, and if found, avoid direct
impacts from construction to individuals and nests. Further, the project would implement mitigation
measure BIO-6 to provide compensatory mitigation for impacts to the tricolored blackbird colony onsite
from project construction and operation. Implementing the mitigation measures reduces the project’s
contribution to this cumulative impact a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

BIO-15: Implement mitigation measures BIO-5 and BIO-6.
Finding

The County finds that the above mitigation measures are feasible and will reduce the potential biological
resources impacts of the project to less-than-significant levels, and are adopted by the County. The County
further finds that mitigation measure BIO-10 included for the originally proposed project is not feasible for
the RIA preferred project because the re-lotting required for the RIA to preserve areas in open space.
Accordingly, the County finds that, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081 (a)(1) and the CEQA
Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1), changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the
project, which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the Final
EIR.

Rationale

As detailed in the Draft EIR and above, the proposed mitigation measures involve pre-construction surveys
prior to vegetation removal or ground-disturbing activities for sensitive species, appropriate measures such
as non-disturbance buffers and/or exclusion, species-specific mitigation, and compensatory mitigation for
impacted habitat and resources. With implementation of the above discussed mitigation measures,
potential impacts to biological resources from the RIA preferred project would be mitigated to less-than-
significant levels.

Cultural Resources

Impact 3.4-2. The RIA preferred project could cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
an archaeological resource.

Seven historic-period archaeological resources were identified on the project site and four within the offsite
improvements area, but all were either ineligible for the National Register of Historic Places or California
Register of Historical Resources or were not evaluated for eligibility. The project would not impact any
known NRHP or CRHR eligible archeological resources; however, due to the presence of resources in the
area it suggests that the project may have the potential to unearth additional unknown archeological
resources resulting in a substantial adverse change in the significance of the resource. The potential loss
of and/or substantial damage to undiscovered archaeological resources is considered a potentially
significant impact. Compliance with mitigation measures CUL-1 and CUL-2 would ensure that potential
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impacts to archaeological resources are appropriately addressed, and impacts would be reduced to less
than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

CUL-1: Cultural Resource Awareness Training. Mitigation Measure TCR-1 shall be
implemented and as noted therein, include training on potential archaeological or
cultural resources.

CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of a Cultural Resource. If unanticipated cultural or
archeological resources are exposed during construction activities, the
archaeological monitor shall be immediately notified and all construction work
occurring within 100 feet of the find shall immediately stop to provide up to 48
hours for the archeologist to evaluate the significance of the find and determine
whether or not additional study is warranted. Temporary flagging or staking by the
archeologist shall be required around the resource to avoid any disturbance from
construction equipment if the archeologist determines that temporary flagging is
necessary to protect the resource. The work exclusion buffer may be reduced
based on the recommendation of the archeologist. If the unanticipated cultural
resource appear to be human remains, Mitigation Measures CUL-4 and TCR-4 shall
be implemented.

If the cultural or archeological resource is not determined to be a Tribal Cultural
Resource under Mitigation Measure TCR-3 and is within an Open Space area that
was not approved for grading or other disturbance, preservation in place shall
occur, if recommended by the archeologist. Alternatively, the archeologist may
determine that one of the other treatment strategies identified below is preferred
for the particular cultural or archeological resource, in which case that treatment
strategy shall be implemented.

If the cultural or archeological resource is not determined to be a Tribal Cultural
Resource under Mitigation Measure TCR-3 and is within an area planned for
residential lots, road and infrastructure improvements, grading, park improvements,
or other development activity approved as part of the project, the archeologist shall
direct whether the treatment of the cultural or archeologjcal resource is one or more
of the following: (1) recordation of the resource; (2) recovery and reburial in or
relocation to an Open Space preserve area within the Specific Plan; (3) preservation
in place through burial if feasible given the final elevation of the area and intended
development; or (4) removal and preservation. Prior to the relocation, burial, or
removal of a cultural or archeologijcal resource, the archeologist or project applicant
shall document the cultural or archeologjcal resource through pictures that are
provided to the County. The photographs and management strategies
recommended by the archaeologist shall remain confidential and be provided to the
County in writing and approved by the ElI Dorado County Director of Planning and
Building. The project construction contractor shall adhere to the management
strategies approved by the archaeologist and County during all ground disturbing
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activities. Ground-disturbing activities may resume once the management strategies
have been implemented to the satisfaction of the archaeologist and County’s
Director of Planning and Building.

Impact 3.4-3. The RIA preferred project could potentially damage or disturb human remains during
project construction activities.

Development of the project site could result in the destruction, damage, or discovery of human remains
during site disturbing construction activities, particularly site clearing, grading, trenching, and excavation.
The project would comply with Section 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code as well as CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.5; however, since ground-disturbing construction activities have the potential to
uncover and potentially impact previously unrecorded human remains, this impact would be considered
potentially significant. Mitigation measure CUL-4 requires that project activities in the vicinity of any
possible human remains be halted, and the County coroner be notified in the event human remains are
discovered and follow the statutory processes. Therefore, mitigation measure would ensure that impacts
to human remains would be reduced to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

CUL-4: Discovery of Non-Native American Human Remains. If human remains are
discovered during ground-disturbing construction work, all construction within 100
feet of the remains shall be halted immediately by the project contractor, and the
El Dorado County coroner and archaeological monitor, and the El Dorado County
coroner shall be notified immediately by the archeologist. If the remains are found
to be non-Native American or the result of a crime scene, then the procedures in
state law and mitigation measure TCR-4 shall be followed.

The County shall be responsible for confirming compliance with Section 5097.98
and CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e) and the resumption of ground-disturbing
activities within 100 feet of the boundaries of the sensitive area defined by the
investigation where the remains were discovered shall not occur until compliance
with those standards is demonstrated in writing by the archeologist.

Impact 3.4-4. The RIA preferred project, in combination with past, present and reasonably foreseeable
future development, could result in a cumulative impact on archeological resources and
human remains.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

CUL-5: Implement mitigation measures CUL-1 through CUL-2.

Although unlikely, there is the potential the RIA preferred project could adversely affect significant cultural
resources, including human remains and archaeological resources that are unique and non-renewable
members of finite classes if discovered during site disturbing activities. In addition, due to the size of the
project site it is reasonable to assume the project’s incremental contribution to the cumulative loss of
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cultural resources is considerable resulting in a potentially significant cumulative impact. Implementation
of project level mitigation measures CUL-1 through CUL-4 would address potential cumulative impacts to
historic-period resources, archaeological resources, and human remains.

Finding

The County finds that the above mitigation measures are feasible and, along with the revisions achieved
through the RIA, will reduce the potential cultural resource-related impacts of the project to a less-than-
significant level and are adopted by the County. Accordingly, the County finds that, pursuant to Public
Resources Code Section 21081 (a)(1) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15091 (a)(1), changes or alterations
have been required in, or incorporated into, the RIA, which avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR. The re-lotting with the RIA preferred project also makes
CUL-3 as stated in the Draft EIR for the originally proposed project unnecessary because the resources are
avoided under the RIA preferred project.

Rationale

The revisions achieved with the RIA and the proposed mitigation measures would protect resources in place
and ensure construction and ground-disturbing activities would halt if previously unknown cultural
resources are unearthed, and such resources would be properly identified, documented, and managed.
With implementation of the RIA preferred project and the mitigation measures, potential impacts to cultural
resources would be mitigated to less-than-significant levels.

Greenhouse Gases

Impact 3.7-1. The RIA preferred project could generate GHG emissions, either directly or indirectly, that
may have a significant impact on the environment.

While construction emissions from the RIA preferred project would not exceed thresholds, operational
emissions would exceed thresholds and be required to implement Tier 1 best management practices or
BMPs (BMP 1 and 2) as detailed in the Draft EIR. Even with the reduction in GHG emissions achieved with
the RIA preferred project, because the project analysis is based on a qualitative BMP-based threshold of
significance, project-level and cumulative-level impacts associated with operational GHG emissions would
be potentially significant and mitigation measures would ensure the impacts are reduced to less than
significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

GHG-1: The following requirements shall be noted on project improvement plans, subject
to review and approval by the El Dorado County Planning Services Department:

= The proposed project shall be designed such that the project is built all-
electric, and natural gas infrastructure shall be prohibited onsite; and

= The project shall be constructed to include electric vehicle (EV) ready parking
spaces at the ratio with which the current CalGreen Tier 2 standards require
EV Capable spaces in effect at the time building permits are issued.
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If the use of all-electric for any project component(s) (e.g., an appliance) is not
enforceable or commercially feasible at the time of issuance of building permit(s),
the project applicant shall require future residential homebuilders to include pre-
wiring in all residential units and the neighborhood commercial space (if approved
as part of the Creekside Village Specific Plan) to allow for the future retrofit of all
natural gas appliances with all-electric appliances and purchase off-site mitigation
credits or forecasted mitigation units (“FMUs”) (collectively, “GHG credits”) for
project-related greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the component(s) using
natural gas instead of electric. The emissions from the use of natural gas shall be
calculated by a qualified professional using El Dorado County Air Quality
Management District (EDCAQMD), California Air Resource Board (CARB), or the
EPA-approved emissions models and quantification methods available and
submitted to the County for review and approval, which shall include third-party
review by a qualified consultant of the County’s selection and be subject to
applicant reimbursement of consultant costs.

Any and all GHG credits to off-set for the use of natural gas must be created
through a CARB-approved registry. These registries are currently the American
Carbon Registry (ACR), Climate Action Reserve (CAR), and Verra, although CARB
may accredit additional registries in the future. These registries use robust
accounting protocols for all GHG credits created for their exchange, including the
six currently approved CARB protocols. This mitigation measure specifically
requires GHG credits created for the project originate from a CARB-approved
protocol or a protocol that is equal to or more rigorous than CARB requirements
under 17 CCR 95972. The selected protocol must demonstrate that the GHG
emissions reductions are real, permanent, quantifiable, verifiable, enforceable,
and additional. Definitions of these terms from 17 CCR 95802(a) are provided
below.

1. Real: GHG reductions or enhancements result from a demonstrable action
or set of actions and are quantified using appropriate, accurate, and
conservative methodologies that account for all GHG emissions sources,
GHG sinks, and GHG reservoirs within the [GHG credit] project boundary
and account for uncertainty and the potential for activity-shifting and
market-shifting leakage.

2. Additional: GHG reductions or removals that exceed any GHG reduction, or
removals otherwise required by law, regulation, or legally binding mandate,
and that exceed any GHG reductions or removals that would otherwise occur
in a conservative Business as Usual scenario.

3. Permanent: GHG reductions and removal enhancements are not
reversible or, when GHG reductions and GHG-removal enhancements may
be reversible, mechanisms are in place to replace any reversed GHG-
emission reductions and GHG-removal enhancements to ensure that all
credited reductions endure for at least 100 years.
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4. Quantifiable: The ability to accurately measure and calculate GHG
reductions or GHG-removal enhancements relative to a project baseline in
a reliable and replicable manner for all GHG emission sources, GHG sinks,
or GHG reservoirs included within the [GHG credit] project boundary, while
accounting for uncertainty. Activity-shifting, and market-shifting leakage.

5. Verifiable: A [GHG credit] project report assertion is well-documented and
transparent such that it lends itself to an objective review by an accredited
verification body.

6. Enforceable: The authority for CARB to hold a particular party liable and
take appropriate action if any of the provisions of this article are violated.
Note that this definition of enforceability is specific to the Cap and-Trade
regulation, where CARB holds enforcement authority, but this measure
shall employ GHG credits from the voluntary market, where CARB has no
enforcement authority. Applying the definition to this mitigation measure
means that GHG reductions must be owned by a single entity and backed
by a legal instrument or contract that defines exclusive ownership.

Geographic Prioritization of GHG Credits

GHG credits from reduction projects in EI Dorado County (County) shall be
prioritized before projects in larger geographies (i.e., northern California,
California, United States, and international). The project applicant shall inform
brokers of the required geographic prioritization for the procurement of GHG
credits. GHG credits from reduction projects identified in the County that are of
equal or lesser cost compared to the settlement price of the latest Cap-and-Trade
auction must be included in the transaction. GHG credits from reduction projects
outside of the County may be purchased if adequate credits cannot be found in
the County or if they exceed the maximum price identified above. The economic
and geographic analysis undertaken to inform the selection of GHG credits must
be provided by the project applicant to the County as part of the required
documentation discussed below under Plan Implementation and Reporting.

Types of GHG Credits

GHG credits may be in the form of GHG offsets for prior reductions of GHG
emissions verified through protocols or FMUs for future committed GHG emissions
meeting protocols. Because emissions reductions from GHG offsets have already
occurred, their benefits are immediate and can be used to compensate for an
equivalent quantity of project-generated emissions at any time. GHG credits from
FMUs must be funded and implemented within 5 years of project GHG emissions
to qualify as a GHG credit under this measure (i.e., there can only be a maximum
of 5 years lag between project emissions and their real-world reductions through
funding a FMU in advance and implementing the FMU on the ground). Any use of
FMUs that result in a time lag between project emissions and their reduction by
GHG credits from FMUs must be compensated through a prorated surcharge of
additional FMUs proportional to the effect of the delay. Because emissions of CO2
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in the atmosphere reach their peak radiative forcing within 10 years, a surcharge
of 10% for every year of lag between project emissions and their reduction through
a FMU shall be added to the GHG credit requirement (i.e., 1.10 FMUs would be
required to mitigate 1 metric ton of project GHG emissions generated in the year
prior to funding and implementation of the FMU).

Verification and Independent Review of GHG Credits

All GHG credits shall be verified by an independent verifier accredited by the ANSI
National Accreditation Board (ANAB) or CARB, or an expert with equivalent
qualifications to the extent necessary to assist with the verification. Following the
standards and requirements established by the accreditation board (i.e., ANAB or
CARB), the verifier shall certify the following.

=  GHG credits conform to a CARB-approved protocol or a protocol that is equal
to or more rigorous than CARB requirements under 17 CCR 95972.
Verification of the latter requires certification that the credits meet or exceed
the standards set in 17 CCR 95972.

= GHG credits are real, permanent, quantifiable, verifiable, enforceable, and
additional, as defined in this measure.

= GHG credits are purchased according to the geographic prioritization
standard defined in this measure under Geographic Prioritization of GHG
Credits.

Verification of GHG offsets must occur as part of the certification process for
compliance with the accounting protocol. Because FMUs are GHG credits that
result from future projects, additional verification must occur beyond initial
certification is required. Verification for FMUs must include initial certification and
independent verification every 5 years over the duration of the FMU generating the
GHG credits. The verification shall examine both the GHG credit realization on the
ground and its progress toward delivering future GHG credits. The project applicant
shall retain an independent verifier meeting the qualifications described above to
certify reductions achieved by FMUs are achieved following completion of the
future reduction project.

Impact 3.7-2. The RIA preferred project would not conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases.

As detailed in the Draft EIR, implementation of mitigation measure GHG-1 would ensure the RIA preferred
project would not conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
GHG emissions. Compliance with this mitigation measure would reduce the impact to a less-than-significant
level by not including natural gas, incorporation of EV parking spaces, and with the purchase of carbon
offset credits, if necessary.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:
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GHG-2: Implement mitigation measure GHG-1.
Finding

The County finds that the above mitigation measures are feasible, will reduce the potential greenhouse
gas-related impact of the project to a less-than-significant level, and is adopted by the County. Accordingly,
the County finds that, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081(a)(1) and the CEQA Guidelines
Section 15091 (a)(1), changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the preferred
project, which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the Final
EIR.

Rationale

Consistent with the thresholds adopted and described in the Draft EIR, the proposed mitigation measure
would ensure Tier 1 best management practices or BMPs (BMP 1 and 2) are implemented, and project-
level and cumulative-level impacts associated with operational GHG emissions would be reduced to less
than significant.

Noise

Impact 3.10-1. The RIA preferred project could result in an increase in temporary (construction) ambient
noise levels in excess of County standards.

The RIA would include use of construction equipment such as forklifts, backhoes, graders and pavers and
these construction noise impacts would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measure
NOI-1 would ensure these impacts remain less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

NOI-1: Construction Noise Control Measures. To the maximum extent practical, the
following construction-related measures shall be incorporated into on-site and off-
site infrastructure improvement operations:

¢ Noise-generating infrastructure improvement construction activities shall
only occur between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on weekends and on federal holidays.

e All noise-producing project equipment and vehicles using internal-
combustion engines shall be equipped with manufacturers-
recommended mufflers and be maintained in good working condition.

e All mobile or fixed noise-producing equipment used on the project site that
are regulated for noise output by a federal, state, or local agency shall
comply with such regulations while in the course of project activity.

e Material stockpiles and mobile equipment staging, parking, and
maintenance areas shall be located as far as practicable from noise-
sensitive uses.

e Nearby residences shall be notified of construction schedules so that
arrangements can be made, if desired, to limit their exposure to short-term
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increases in ambient noise levels.

Impact 3.10-2. The RIA preferred project could result in an increase in permanent (operation) ambient
noise levels in excess of County standards.

Sources of noise from the operations of the project were individually analyzed and most sources were found
to be less than significant as described in the Draft EIR. Predicted park activity, however, could exceed the
County’s General Plan nighttime noise standards and potential live music if the limited commercial uses
allowed under the CVSP-RIA would require future analysis to confirm compliance with County standards.
Due to these potentially significant impacts related to operational noise, mitigation measures NOI-2 and
NOI-3 would ensure that the park uses and any potential future use including live music will comply with
the County’s standards and the impact would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

NOI-2: Park Activity Noise. Any application submitted for a building and/or grading
permit shall include an acoustical analysis (noise study) that verifies and
demonstrates applicable County noise standards shall be met. The analysis shall
be provided to the County’s Planning and Building Department for review. Solid
noise barriers measuring a minimum of six feet in height (relative to backyard
elevation) shall be constructed along residences proposed adjacent to the north
and west sides of Village Park and the north, south, west and east sides of
Neighborhood Park 2. The recommended noise barrier extension shall either be a
solid masonry wall or wood fence. If a wood fence is selected as a barrier, the fence
slats shall overlap by a minimum of two inches and screwed to the framing rather
than nailed. The purpose of the overlapping slats and using screws rather than
nails is to ensure that prolonged exposure to the elements does not result in visible
gaps through the slats which would result in reduced noise barrier effectiveness.
The final barrier design shall be reviewed by a qualified acoustical consultant prior
to issuance of building permits.

NOI-3: Live or Amplified Music. An acoustic analysis prepared by a qualified acoustic
specialist shall be required prior to discretionary authorization or permit approval
by ElI Dorado County for any commercial activity featuring live or amplified music,
pursuant to County Code Section 130.37.050.

Finding

The County finds that the above mitigation measures are feasible, will reduce the potential construction
and operational noise impacts of the project to a less-than-significant level, and is adopted by the County.
Accordingly, the County finds that, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081 (a)(1) and the CEQA
Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1), changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the
preferred project, which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in
the Final EIR.

Creekside Village - Reduced Impact Alternative
October 2025 28

26-0084 Q 59 of 84




GPA20-0001, Z20-0005, SP20-0001, TM20-0002
Creekside Village Specific Plan - Reduced Impact Alternative
Exhibit R - Findings of Fact/Statement of Overriding Considerations

Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations

Rationale

Consistent with the thresholds adopted and described in the Draft EIR, the proposed mitigation measures
will ensure that construction and operational noise comply with County standards and the impacts would
be reduced to less than significant.

Tribal Cultural Resources

Impact 3.13-1. The RIA preferred project could cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
a tribal cultural resource that is listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources or is a resource
determined by the County to be significant.

Government to government consultation initiated by the County, acting in good faith and after a reasonable
effort, has resulted in the identification of four TCRs within the project site. The consulting Tribes have
expressed the importance of certain TCRs to remain in their current location and thus the RIA was
developed with substantial input from consulting Tribes to accomplish this objective. This alternative would
preserve open space in areas containing known TCRs (P-09-006004, P-09-006011, and P-09-00157). With
concurrence from the Tribes, P-09-006012 would be relocated to a location within the open space preserve
around P-09-006011 and P-09-00157. As such, the RIA would avoid the significant and unavoidable
impacts to known TCRs that would occur under the originally proposed project.

Development of the project site still has the potential to unearth or disturb additional unknown or
unanticipated TCRs or Native American human remains during construction activities and mitigation
measures TCR-1, TCR-2, TCR-3, and TCR-4 would ensure that any impacts to additional unknown or
unanticipated TCRs will be reduced to less than significant. As compared to the mitigation in the Draft EIR
for the originally proposed project, mitigation measure TCR-5, which requires documentation and relocation
of identified TCRs within an area of potential ground disturbance as identified by the grading plan, would
be applicable only to P-09-006012 because the RIA has redesigned the project to preserve all other TCRs
on place without disturbance.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

TCR-1: Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR) Awareness Training. The following language
shall be noted on project Improvement Plans subject to review and approval by the
El Dorado County Planning and Building Department: Prior to the initiation of
construction, all construction crew members, consultants, and other personnel
involved in project implementation shall receive project-specific Tribal Cultural
Resource (TCR) Awareness Training. The training may be conducted in
coordination with qualified cultural resource specialists and representatives from
culturally affiliated Native American Tribes. The training shall emphasize the
requirement for confidentiality and culturally appropriate, respectful treatment of
any finds of significance to culturally affiliated Native American Tribes. All
personnel required to receive the training shall also be required to sign a form that
acknowledges receipt of the training, which shall be submitted to the El Dorado
County Planning and Building Department. As a component of the training, a
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brochure shall be distributed to all personnel associated with the project
implementation. At a minimum the brochure shall discuss the following topics in
clear and straightforward language:

e Field indicators of potential archaeological or tribal cultural resources (i.e.,
what to look for, for example: archaeological artifacts, exotic or non-native
rock, unusually large amounts of shell or bone, significant soil color
variations, etc.).

e Regulations governing archeological resources and tribal cultural
resources.

e Consequences of disregarding or violating laws protecting archeological or
tribal cultural resources.

e Steps to take if a worker encounters a possible resource. The training shall
include project specific guidance for on-site personnel including protocols for
resource avoidance, when to stop work, and who to contact if potential
archeological or TCRs are identified. The training shall also address the
stoppage of work if potentially significant cultural resources are discovered
during ground disturbing activities, and in the case of possible human
remains the proper course of action requiring immediate contact with the
County Coroner and the Native American Heritage Commission.

TCR-2: Tribal Monitoring. The project applicant or their construction contractor shall
comply with the following measure to assist with identification of any unknown
tribal cultural resources (TCRs) at the earliest possible time during project-related
earthmoving activities. These measures shall be included as notes on the project
improvements plans prior to their approval by the County.

e The project applicant shall contact the United Auburn Indian Community
(UAIC) Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO)
(thpo@auburnrancheria.com) at least two weeks prior to project ground-
disturbing activities within the areas identified for monitoring in the
confidential Creekside Village Sites and Creek Monitoring Map prepared
by UAIC and within 200 feet of P-09-000168 (collectively, “Monitoring
Area”) to retain the services of a UAIC Certified Tribal Monitor (“Tribal
Monitor”). The duration of the construction schedule and Tribal Monitoring
shall be determined at this time.

e A contracted Tribal Monitor shall monitor the vegetation grubbing,
stripping, grading, trenching, and other ground disturbing activities within
the Monitoring Area. All ground-disturbing activities within such areas shall
be subject to Tribal Monitoring unless otherwise determined unnecessary
by UAIC. A contracted UAIC certified Tribal Monitor shall spot check up to
16 hours per month the ground-disturbing activities within all other areas
of the project site.

e The Tribal Monitor or UAIC Tribal Representatives shall have the authority to
direct that work be temporarily paused, diverted, or slowed within 100 feet of
the immediate impact area if sites, cultural soils, or objects of potential
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significance are identified. The temporary pause/diversion shall provide up to
48 hours for UAIC Tribal Government Representatives to examine the
resource.

e [f unanticipated TCRs (i.e., sites, features, or artifacts) are exposed during
construction activities, Mitigation Measure TCR-3 shall be implemented.

e To track the implementation of this measure, the Tribal Monitor shall
document field-monitoring activities on a Tribal Monitor log.

e The Tribal Monitor shall wear the appropriate safety equipment while on
the construction site.

e The Tribal Monitor, in consultation with the UAIC THPO and the project
applicant, shall determine a mutual end or reduction to the on-site
monitoring if/when construction activities have a low potential for
impacting TCRs.

e |n the event the Tribal Monitor does not report to the job site at the
scheduled time after receiving 24-hour business day notice, construction
activities may proceed without Tribal Monitoring. At no time, regardless or
absence of a Tribal Monitor, shall suspected TCRs be mishandled or
disrespected.

TCR-3: Unanticipated Discovery of a Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR). If unanticipated
TCRs (i.e., sites, features, or artifacts including but not limited to cultural features,
midden/cultural soils, artifacts, exotic rock [non-native], shell, bone, shaped
stones, or ash/charcoal) are exposed during construction activities, all
construction work occurring within 100 feet of the find shall immediately stop to
provide up to 48 hours for the Tribal Monitor and/or United Auburn Indian
Community (UAIC) Tribal Government Representatives to evaluate the significance
of the find and determine whether or not additional study is warranted. Temporary
flagging or staking shall be required around the resource to avoid any disturbance
from construction equipment if the Tribal Monitor determines that temporary
flagging is necessary to protect the resource. The work exclusion buffer may be
reduced based on the recommendation of the Tribal Monitor. If the unanticipated
TCRs appear to be human remains, Mitigation Measure TCR-4 shall be
implemented.

If the Tribal Monitor or UAIC Tribal Government Representatives determine that the
potential resource appears to be a TCR (as defined by Public Resources Code
Section 21074), treatment shall be consistent with the following;:

e |fthe TCR is within an Open Space area that was not approved for grading
or other disturbance, preservation in place shall occur, if recommended
by the Tribal Representative. Alternatively, the Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer (THPO) may determine that one of the other treatment strategies
identified below is preferred for the particular TCR, in which case that
treatment strategy shall be implemented.

e |If the TCR is within an area planned for residential lots, road and
infrastructure improvements, grading, park improvements, or other
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development activity approved as part of the project, the THPO and/or
UAIC Tribal Government Representative shall direct whether the treatment
of the TCR is one or more of the following: (1) recordation of the resource;
(2) recovery and reburial in or relocation to an Open Space preserve area
within the Specific Plan, in which case the UAIC Tribal Government
Representatives shall identify the placement of the reburial or relocated
area; (3) preservation in place through burial if feasible given the final
elevation of the area and intended development; or (4) removal and
provided to UAIC. Prior to the relocation, burial, or removal of a TCR, UAIC
shall record the resources according to UAIC Preservation Department
Recommendations for Respectful and Accurate Recordation of Tribal
Cultural Resources (TCR) and Cultural Significance/Integrity on
Department of Recreation Form (DPR) 523 Forms.

e The applicant shall document the TCR through pictures that remain
confidential and are provided to the Tribal Government Representatives.
The photographs and management strategies recommended by the Tribal
Government Representatives or THPO and carried out by the Tribal
Monitor shall remain confidential and be provided to the County in writing
and approved by the El Dorado County Director of Planning and Building.
The project contractor shall adhere to the management strategies
approved by the Tribal Government Representatives or THPO and County.
Ground-disturbing activities may resume once the management strategies
have been implemented to the satisfaction of the Tribal Monitor and
County’s Director of Planning and Building.

e The construction contractor(s) shall provide secure, on-site storage for
culturally sensitive soils or objects that are components of TCRs that are
found or recovered during construction. Only Tribal Government
Representatives, THPO, and Tribal Monitors shall have access to the
storage. Storage size shall be determined by the nature of the TCR and
can range from a small lock box to a conex box (shipping container). A
secure (locked), fenced area can also provide adequate on-site storage if
larger amounts of material must be stored.

TCR-4: Discovery of Native American Human Remains. If human remains are
discovered during ground-disturbing construction work, all construction within 100
feet of the remains shall be halted immediately, and the El Dorado County coroner
shall be notified immediately. If the remains are found to be non-Native American
or the result of a crime scene, then the procedures in state law and Mitigation
Measure CUL-1 shall be followed.

If the remains are determined by the County coroner to be Native American, the
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), United Auburn Indian Community
(UAIC), and Wilton Rancheria shall be notified within 24 hours, and the guidelines
of the NAHC shall be adhered to in the treatment and disposition of the remains.
Development activity within the buffer area shall not resume until the landowner
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TCR-5:

Impact 3.13-2.

has discussed and conferred, as prescribed in Section 5097.98 of the Public
Resources Code, with the most likely descendants regarding their
recommendations as provided for in Section 5097.98 to ensure that the remains
are treated with appropriate dignity. As provided for in subsection 5097.98(a), the
descendants shall complete their inspection and make their recommendation
within 48 hours of being granted access to the site. If no likely descendants are
located or recommendations are not made, the applicant shall comply with Section
5097.98, including but not limited to Section 5097.98(e).

The County shall be responsible for confirming compliance with Section 5097.98
and CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e) and the resumption of ground-disturbing
activities within 100 feet of the boundaries of the sensitive area defined by the
investigation where the remains were discovered shall not occur until compliance
with those standards is demonstrated in writing.

Documentation and Relocation of TCRs. TCR P-09-006012 shall be subject to
appropriate archaeological and Tribal documentation prior to ground disturbing
activity and relocated to a location with identified TCRs that shall not be impacted
by grading or other site disturbing activities.

The project applicant shall do the following:

e Obtain written United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer (THPO) approval prior to flagging P-09-006012 for
relocation. Approval shall include any restrictions or requirements related
to the relocation, such as type of equipment to use, orientation of the TCR,
location for the TCR to be moved to, etc.

e Send a Tribal notification and confirm the details for relocation at least 48
hours prior to any relocation work.

e Provide financial and logistical support for the protection, intact transport,
and relocation of bedrock features or other elements of P-09-006012.

e Update the California Historic Resources Information System Center
(CHRIS) Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) forms to reflect the
relocation work. Updates shall be consistent with Tribal preference for
documenting TCRs. Tribes shall have final review authority on the DPR
form(s) and shall be copied on submission to the CHRIS. DPR forms shall
be prepared for Tribal review within two weeks of relocation work being
completed and shall be submitted to the CHRIS within two weeks of Tribal
approval.

The RIA preferred project, in combination with past, present and reasonably foreseeable
development, could make a cumulatively considerable contribution to a significant
cumulative impact related to tribal cultural resources, including Native American human
remains.
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Even with avoidance of the TCRs and the Tribes’ concurrence in the relocation of P-09-006012,
development of the project site still has the potential to unearth or disturb additional unknown or
unanticipated TCRs or Native American human remains during construction activities and this potential,
along with the cumulative potential with assumed development, could be cumulatively significant. With
mitigation measures TCR-1, TCR-2, TCR-3, and TCR-4, however, the contribution to cumulative impact would
be reduced to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

TCR-7: Implement mitigation measures TCR-1 through TCR-4.
Finding

The County finds that the revisions to the project achieved through the RIA developed in consultation and
coordination with the Tribes, as well as the above mitigation measures, are feasible, will reduce the
potential impacts to TCRs to a less-than-significant level, and are adopted by the County. Accordingly, the
County finds that, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081(a)(1) and the CEQA Guidelines
Section 15091 (a)(1), changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the preferred
project, which avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the Final
EIR.

Rationale

Consistent with the thresholds adopted and described in the Draft EIR, the revisions achieved with the RIA
in coordination with the Tribes and the mitigation measures will ensure that TCRs are preserved in place
as requested by the Tribes and that impacts to TCRs would be reduced to less than significant. The
mitigation measures would require tribal monitoring and implementation of a Cultural Resources
Management and Unanticipated Discovery Plan if any unanticipated TCRs and/or archaeological resources
are encountered during construction activities and establishes the proper procedures if human remains
are discovered. Additionally, relocation of P-09-006012 would be subject to appropriate archaeological and
Tribal documentation, monitoring, and best practice standards.

Closing of AB 52 and SB 18 Consultations

For the originally proposed project, mitigation measure TCR-6 was added at the request of the Tribes and
provided: “If the RIA is not selected, project approval shall be contingent upon revisions to the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) to address impacts to TCRs associated with the [originally]
proposed project through continued tribal consultation. The contingent project approval shall return to the
Board of Supervisors for final approval in conjunction with adoption of the revised MMRP. Consideration of
TCR avoidance, minimization, rectification, reduction, and compensation shall be based on Tribal
consultation. Further measures may include redesign of the site plan to remove lots, capping (or covering)
TCRs in place, or providing compensation for the loss of TCRs to avoid or minimize impacts.” Consistent
with the intent of TCR-6 for the originally proposed project, consultations with the Tribes under Assembly
Bill (“AB”) 52 and Senate Bill (“SB”) 18 were kept open through the Planning Commission recommendation
and Board of Supervisors’ decision. With certification of the EIR for the RIA preferred project, the Board of
Supervisors finds that mutual agreement was reached in good faith with the Tribes and, consistent with
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Public Resources Code section 21080.3.2(b)(1), consultations under AB 52 and SB 18 with the United
Auburn Indian Community, Wilton Rancheria, and Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians are closed
concurrent with certification of the EIR for the RIA preferred project.

Wildfire

Impact 3.15-2. The RIA preferred project could exacerbate wildfire risks exposing future residents to
potential wildfire hazards.

The project site is located within a WUI, which is identified as a zone of transition between wildland
(undeveloped/unoccupied/“natural” land) and urban development and primarily within a Moderate Fire
Hazard Safety Zone. Construction and operation of the project within the WUl would increase human
activities and potential ignition sources, which may increase the chances of a wildfire and spread of wildfire
which could exacerbate wildfire risks by increasing the number of people and structures exposed to risk of
loss, injury, or death due to wildfire. Construction activities could also exacerbate wildfire risks due to the
use of flammable materials, tools, and equipment capable of generating a spark and igniting a wildfire.
Due to periodic weather conditions, use of vehicles and equipment with the potential to ignite a fire, and
availability of fuel sources, operations and maintenance activities could result in a potentially significant
impact associated with exacerbating wildfire risk. Implementation of mitigation measures WF-1 through
WF-4, combined with regulatory requirements, would reduce potential impacts related to exacerbating
wildfire risks and exposing project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

WE-1: Construction Fire Prevention Plan. Prior to any ground-disturbing activities,
including site clearing, grading or trenching, the project applicant(s) shall work with
the El Dorado Hills Fire Department to prepare a Construction Fire Prevention Plan
to be provided to all future developers. The plan shall address training of
construction personnel and provide details of fire-suppression procedures and
equipment to be used during construction. Information contained in the plan shall
be included as part of project-related environmental awareness training to occur
prior to any ground disturbance. At a minimum, the plan shall be consistent with
the requirements in California Building Code Chapter 33 and California Fire Code
Chapter 33 and shall include the following:

e Procedures for minimizing potential ignition, including, but not limited to,
vegetation clearing, parking requirements/restrictions, idling restrictions,
smoking restrictions, proper use of gas-powered equipment, use of spark
arrestors, and hot work restrictions;

e Work restrictions during Red Flag Warnings and High to Extreme Fire
Danger days;

e Specifications for adequate water supply to service construction activities;

e On-site fire awareness coordinator role and responsibility;

e Construction worker training for fire prevention, initial attack firefighting,
and fire reporting;
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e Emergency communication, response, and reporting procedures;

e Coordination with local fire agencies to facilitate access through the
project site;

o Implement all construction-phase fuel modification components prior to
combustible building materials being delivered to the site;

e Emergency contact information; and

e Demonstrate compliance with applicable plans and policies established
by state and local agencies.

WE-2: Fire Safe Plan Recommendations. The Fire Safe Plan (FSP) provides customized
measures that address potential fire hazards on the site. The measures are
independently established but shall work together to result in reduced fire threat
and heightened fire protection. These measures shall be established and accepted
by the El Dorado Hills Fire Department prior to the issuance of the first building
construction permit issued by the County. The following measures identified in
Section 7.3 of the FSP shall be implemented and shall be included as notes on
any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans:

e Fencing materials used within 5-feet of all buildings shall be
constructed of non-combustible materials.

e Fencing materials adjacent to non-irrigated open space areas shall be
constructed of non-combustible materials.

e Combusible sheds and other outbuildings shall be kept at least 30 feet
from residential dwellings and other buildings on each parcel.

e The following specific alternative material and construction methods,
exceeding the minimum criteria described in CBC Chapter 7A, shall be
implemented within the project to meet the “Practical Effect” principles
(described in CCR Title 14 - section 1276.01) when buildings are located
within 30-feet of property lines to reduce the potential for building-to-
building fire spread may include, but are not limited to the following
provisions:

- All spaces between roof decking and the Class A roof covering shall be
blocked to prevent embers from catching and igniting the building;
and Eaves shall be boxed in (soffit-eave design) and protected with
ignition resistant or non-combustible materials; and

- Ignition resistant building materials, such as stucco, fiber cement wall
siding, fire retardant treated wood, or other approved materials shall
be used when neighboring buildings are within 30-feet; and

- WUl ember and flame-resistant vents, conforming with the
requirements of ASTM E2886, shall be used to protect exterior wall
openings when the wall is located within 30-feet of another building
or faces the Wildland Fuel Reduction Zone areas; and

- The size and number of windows to bedroom rescue window openings
and other essential location shall be limited when the exterior wall is
located within 30-feet of another building. Windows on all sides of
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buildings shall be constructed of multi-pane glazing with a minimum
of one tempered pane on the exterior side; and

- Exterior doors of buildings shall be constructed of non-combustible or
ignition-resistant material, or shall be constructed of solid core wood
compliant with California Residential Code Section R327.8.3 when
located within 30-feet of another building; and

- Combustible decks that are cantilevered over the natural slope shall
be enclosed to reduce the accumulation of debris and combustible
storage items that may be ignited by fire brands. The construction of
combustible decks shall comply with the building construction
requirements found in CBC Section R337; and

- A minimum non-combustible area of 6 vertical inches, measured from
the ground up (at grade) and from any attached horizontal surface like
a deck, shall be provided on the exterior walls of all buildings. Non-
combustible materials include brick, stone, fiber-cement siding, or
concrete; and

- Address numbers on each residential building shall be either
internally or externally illuminated.

o Wildfire fuel reduction management and defensible space practices for
the project shall follow the requirements identified in Chapter 6 of the FSP.

e A Restrictive Covenant shall be filed with the final subdivision map which
stipulates that a Fire Safe Plan has been prepared and wildfire mitigation
measures shall be implemented.

e "No Smoking" signs shall be posted at all trail entrances.

e Atalltrail intersections with the roads that have vehicle access there shall
be a knock down bollard or gate with a Knox® padlock, or other approved
lock, to allow for the passage of emergency equipment onto the trail.

e A bH-foot defensible space ember-resistant zone (Zone 0) shall be
maintained around all buildings (including fencing within 5 feet).

e A Homeowners Association (HOA), or other acceptable entity, shall be
responsible for maintaining all private emergency vehicle access roads
and wildfire fuel reduction zone provisions described in Chapter 6 of the
FSP.

o A HOA, or other acceptable entity, shall be responsible for enforcing
compliance with all applicable federal, state and County regulations
related to defensible space and vegetation management.

e Reliable on-going sources of funding shall be established and acceptable
to the El Dorado Hills Fire Department prior to the recording of the final
map for the project.

WE-3: Emergency Preparedness and Evacuation Preparedness. The following
measures identified in Section 7.4 of the Fire Safe Plan (FSP) shall be
implemented. The Homeowner’s Association shall be responsible for providing the
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following information to project occupants in consultation with the EI Dorado Hills
Fire Department.

o CAL FIRE Ready-Set-Go education materials shall be made available to all
new residents of the project for their use in preparing for an evacuation.
Fire Department and CAL FIRE shall be encouraged to visit the
neighborhood annually to discuss this material and answer questions by
the homeowners. See Fire Safe Plan Chapter 8 - Appendix J for additional
details.

e El Dorado County Office of Emergency Services education materials on
the “RAVE” program shall be made available to all new residents of the
project for use in receiving timely notification information regarding the
need to evacuate. See Fire Safe Plan Chapter 8 - Appendix L for
additional details.

WEF-4: Prohibited Plants. A landscape plan shall be submitted to the El Dorado Hills Fire
Department for review and approval prior to the issuance of building permits. The
landscape plan shall include a fire-resistant plant palette consistent with Appendix
| of the Fire Safe Plan and shall not include tress and vegetation identified by the
El Dorado Hills Fire Department on its current list of Highly Flammable Trees &
Vegetation, which are plant communities and their associated plant species known
to have increased flammability based on plant physiology (resin content),
biological function (flowering, retention of dead plant material), physical structure
(bark thickness, leaf size, branching patterns), and overall fuel loading, shall be
prohibited in the CVSP proposed landscape plan. The proposed landscape plan
shall be consistent with the ElI Dorado Hills Fire Department Defensible Space
guidelines, the El Dorado County Weed Abatement guidelines, and the El Dorado
County Fire Safe Council. This mitigation measure shall be included as a note on
any Final Map, grading plans, and construction plans.

Impact 3.15-3. The RIA preferred project could exacerbate fire risk associated with the installation and
maintenance of project-related infrastructure.

The installation and maintenance of roads and utilities to serve the project would introduce new potential
sources of ignition as a result of construction activities. Construction associated with installing on-site
roads and utilities and ongoing maintenance of this infrastructure could increase the potential for wildfire
due to the use of a variety of heavy and light duty equipment that could result in sparks potentially igniting
a fire and thus potentially significant risk. Compliance with mitigation measures WF-1 and WF-2 would
ensure the proper guidelines are followed during construction to reduce the risk of an accidental fire to less
than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

WE-5: Implement mitigation measures WF-1 and WF-4.
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Impact 3.15-4. The RIA preferred project could expose future residents or structures to hazards
associated with post-fire runoff.

In the event of a wildfire as project build-out is occurring there could be areas not yet developed where
post-fire conditions could result in substantial erosion which could affect developed areas exposing people
or structures to significant risks. Implementation of mitigation measure WF-6 would ensure potential
impacts associated with post-fire flooding, runoff, or slope instability are evaluated and addressed through
the use of erosion control techniques, reseeding grasses, and tree removal, if required, to ensure any
potential impacts would be reduced to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

WE-6: Post Fire Activities. Following any on-site wildfire during project build-out in areas
where development may be affected by post-fire risks, a post-fire field assessment
shall be conducted by an engineering geologist or civil engineer, in coordination with
the El Dorado Hills Fire Department, to identify any areas that may be subject to
increased risk of post-fire flooding, landslide or erosion. Any recommendations
identified by the geologist to mitigate such risk shall be provided to the County, El
Dorado Hills Fire Department, and the County Emergency Operations Center for
consideration of the work necessary to allow safe re-entry and/or re-occupation of the
affected area.

Impact 3.15-6. Implementation of the RIA preferred project could exacerbate wildfire risk to onsite
residents resulting in a cumulative contribution.

Buildout of the project within the WUI would increase human activities and potential ignition sources, which
may increase the chances of a wildfire and spread of wildfire and increase the number of people and
structures exposed to risk of loss, injury, or death. When considered in combination with other projects
within the County within WUI areas, the project’s contribution to wildfire risk could be cumulatively
considerable but would be reduced to less-than cumulatively considerable with mitigation.

Mitigation Measures as enforced and implemented consistent with the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program incorporated by reference herein:

WE-7: Implement mitigation measures WF-1 through WF-4.
Finding

The County finds that the above mitigation measures are feasible, will reduce the potential wildfire impacts
to a less-than-significant level, and are adopted by the County. Accordingly, the County finds that, pursuant
to Public Resources Code Section 21081(a)(1) and the CEQA Guidelines Section 15091 (a)(1), changes or
alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the preferred project, which avoid or substantially
lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR.

Rationale
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Implementation of mitigation measures WF-1 through WF-5, combined with regulatory requirements, would
reduce potential impacts related to exacerbating wildfire risks and exposing project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire to less than significant.

2.3 Significant Impacts that Remains Significant and
Unavoidable

The EIR identifies significant aesthetic impacts associated with the RIA that could not be eliminated or
reduced to a less-than-significant level by mitigations imposed by the County. The County’s conclusions
with respect to the preferred project’s significant and unavoidable and cumulatively considerable aesthetic
impacts are set forth in the EIR, which analysis is incorporated herein by this reference and summarized
below.

Public Resources Code section 21002 provides that “public agencies should not approve projects as
proposed if there are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available which would
substantially lessen the significant environmental effects of such projects.” CEQA defines “feasible” as
“capable of being accomplished in a successful manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into
account economic, environmental, social, legal, and technological factors.” (Pub. Resources Code section
21061.1; see also CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(f)(1) [determining the feasibility of alternatives]).

Aesthetics
Impact 3.1-1.  The RIA preferred project would cause a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista.

The County’s General Plan designates Point 18 spanning Latrobe Road from White Rock Road south to the
County line as a scenic viewpoint. This viewpoint offers panoramic views of rolling hills in the middle ground
and occasional vistas of the Sacramento Valley in the background. Development of the project would result
in significant and unavoidable impacts to this scenic vista, visual character, and quality of public views of
the project site. Public views of the site currently show undeveloped grassland dotted with rock outcrops,
shrubs, seasonal drainages, and a small grove of blue oak trees atop a hill. Buildout of the RIA would
substantially alter public views of the site and a portion of the scenic vista viewable from Latrobe Road.
New development would replace existing views of the broad foothills along Latrobe Road with foreground
views of new housing and other structures such as solid noise barriers. As compared to the originally
proposed project, the RIA preferred project would have less of an impact on scenic views because most of
the homes would be single-story to accommodate the active adult community, fewer homes would be
constructed, and an open space preserve at a higher elevation would be preserved.

The CVSP-RIA minimizes changes to site topography to blend new development into natural landforms to
the extent feasible by maintaining the property profile that generally slopes away from Latrobe Road. The
site also reduces elevation more than 100 feet to the west away from the Latrobe Road viewing area
proposed to slope 590 feet to 480 feet. The development minimizes visual intrusion on the natural
landforms through site sensitive design. The project includes the preservation of the highpoint of the site,
a hillside at 650 feet in the southeast corner of the site. The preservation of the highpoint of the site would
also incorporate a public trail and access and thereby provide access to a public viewpoint of the
surrounding area that is not available today. The CVSP-RIA would preserve and protect some valuable
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natural features of the site including oak trees, hillsides, and ephemeral drainages, which would provide a
level of visual continuity for viewers traveling along Latrobe Road. The CVSP-RIA also requires consistency
with the County Design Guidelines that were adopted to reduce impacts to aesthetics. The project would
also be subject to site plan review by the County to ensure conformance with development standards,
including setbacks, landscaping, and lighting standards, and enforcement of the County Community Design
Guidelines through the CC&Rs for residential uses and a Design Review permit for commercial uses
consistent with Policy 2.6.1.3. The RIA also includes 44.4 acres of open space preserve and buffer,
particularly along the proposed road that traverses east to west across the project site as well as along the
project site’s boundaries. Open space buffer would be visible from Latrobe Road.

Although the CVSP-RIA incorporates the project components described above, buildout of the project site
would nonetheless replace existing views of the broad foothills along Latrobe Road with foreground views
of new housing, potential commercial buildings, and other structures such as solid noise barriers. Given
the topography of the site, however, many of these features would be at a lower elevation than Latrobe
Road and building rooflines generally would not affect views of the hill on-site. Depending on the vantage
point, some buildings and structures could act as a barrier to views of the hillsides available both on-site
and farther in the distance. While this would replace views of the unique natural landscape with foreground
views typical of a modern-day suburban residential development, the project site has been anticipated to
develop since the early 1980s and the project site could be developed with taller and larger buildings under
its current R&D zoning. The General Plan EIR identified the scenic views and vistas at the project site along
Latrobe Road and found that the aesthetic impacts to those scenic views and vistas would be significant
with anticipated buildout under the General Plan. When compared to the existing undeveloped property,
the project would permanently impact the aesthetic value of a portion of the existing scenic vista as seen
from this segment of Latrobe Road. Nonetheless, even though reduced, any development of the vacant
land would have a significant impact to scenic vistas, visual character, and quality of public views of the
site.

Finding

The CVSP-RIA reduces the intensity of the development and has been designed to minimize aesthetic
impacts and preserve open space areas and the project will comply with all County standards adopted to
minimize impacts to the scenic vista. The County cannot identify additional mitigations that could be
imposed to further reduce the impacts to aesthetics. While the project site has been anticipated to develop
since the 1980s, when compared to its existing undeveloped condition, there are no feasible mitigation
measures that would reduce this impact to less-than-significant levels because any development of
buildings and structures within this site would interfere with the view of an existing scenic vista as seen
from Latrobe Road. The County therefore finds that there are no feasible mitigation measures that could
be imposed and the RIA preferred project will have a significant and unavoidable impact to a scenic vista.

Impact 3.1-2. The RIA preferred project would substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality
of public views of the site and its surroundings.

Although the project would adhere to all relevant plans and policies regarding visual resources and site
design as detailed in the Draft EIR and above, development of the project site would nonetheless alter the
existing undisturbed and undeveloped visual character and quality of public views of the project site. The
magnitude of this change would be partially ameliorated through the design measures described under
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Impact 3.1-1 above and in the Draft EIR, but changes to the project site would be permanent, and views of
the project site would no longer be of undeveloped land. As currently zoned, however, the project site is
part of the Community Region and was not anticipated or intended to remain open space. As discussed
above, the project site has been presumed to develop with more intense uses since the 1980s with
approval of the El Dorado Hills Business Park. While anticipated for development, this change would
nonetheless constitute a substantial degradation to the current visual character and quality of public views
of the site.

Finding

The CVSP-RIA reduces the intensity of the development, has been designed to minimize aesthetic impacts
and preserve open space areas, and the project will comply with all County standards adopted to minimize
impacts to aesthetics. The County cannot identify additional mitigations that could be imposed to further
reduce the impacts to public views. There are no feasible mitigation measures that would reduce this
impact to a less-than-significant level because any development of buildings and structures within this site
would change the nature of the site from undeveloped grassland to a suburban residential development.

Impact 3.1-4. The RIA preferred project would contribute to a significant cumulative impact related to
scenic vistas.

As discussed above and in the Draft EIR, the RIA preferred project would replace existing views of the rolling
terrain and broad foothills along Latrobe Road with foreground views of new housing, potential commercial
buildings, and other structures such as solid noise barriers. The project would be subject to site plan review
by the County to ensure consistency with development standards and design standards consistent with the
County Community Design Guidelines and the development and design standards. The standards would
also be enforced through the CVSP HOA for residential uses and through the County of ElI Dorado via a
Design Review permit for commercial uses consistent with Policy 2.6.1.3. The General Plan EIR also
recognized that buildout under the General Plan, including anticipated building of the project site with R&D
uses, would impact the existing visual character or quality of the area. Considering the size and location of
the project within the viewing area of an important scenic viewpoint, the Draft EIR presumes that the RIA
preferred project would result in a significant cumulative impact to the scenic vista.

Finding

Consistent with the finding in the General Plan EIR that buildout under the General Plan, including
anticipated development of the project site with R&D uses, would impact the existing visual character or
quality of the area, the County finds that there are no mitigation measures that could reduce this impact to
less than significant and that any development of the vacant project site, including the RIA, would result in
a significant contribution to the cumulative impact that would remain significant and unavoidable.

Impact 3.1-5. The RIA preferred project would contribute to a significant cumulative impact related to visual
character and quality of public views

Although the RIA preferred project would be subject to site plan review by the County to ensure consistency
with development standards and design standards, development of the project would nonetheless
contribute to the permanent cumulative loss of public views of undeveloped landscapes and there is no
feasible mitigation to reduce the project’s contribution to less than considerable.
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Finding

Consistent with the finding in the General Plan EIR that buildout under the General Plan, including
anticipated building of the project site with R&D uses, would impact the existing visual character or quality
of the area, the County finds that there are no mitigation measures that could reduce this impact to less
than significant and that any development of the vacant project site, including the RIA, would result in a
significant contribution to the cumulative impact that would remain significant and unavoidable.

3 Findings Regarding Alternatives

Section 15126.6(a) of the CEQA Guidelines requires the discussion of “a reasonable range of alternatives
to a project, or the location of a project, which would feasibly attain most of the basic objectives of the
project but would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project and evaluate the
comparative merits of the alternatives.” The review of project alternatives is guided primarily by the need
to substantially reduce significant and unavoidable impacts associated with the project, while still achieving
the basic objectives of the project.

Decision-makers can approve an alternative to the project as proposed because they have “the flexibility
to implement that portion of a project which satisfies their environmental concerns.” (Dusek v.
Redevelopment Agency (1985) 173 Cal.App.3d 1029, 1041.) “The CEQA reporting process is not designed
to freeze the ultimate proposal in the precise mold of the initial project; indeed, new and unforeseen
insights may emerge during investigation, evoking revision of the original proposal. (County of Inyo v. City
of Los Angeles (1977) 71 Cal.App.3d 185, 199.) “The whole point of requiring evaluation of alternatives
in the DEIR is to allow thoughtful consideration and public participation regarding other options that may
be less harmful to the environment.” (South of Market Community Action Network v. City and County of
San Francisco (2019) 33 Cal.App.5th 321, 335-336.) “CEQA does not handcuff decisionmakers . ... The
action approved need not be a blanket approval of the entire project initially described in the EIR. If that
were the case, the informational value of the document would be sacrificed.” (Dusek v. Redevelopment
Agency, supra, 173 Cal.App.3d at 1041.)

Here, the Board of Supervisors finds that the development of the Reduce Impact Alternative in coordination
with the Tribes fulfilled the purpose of CEQA in identifying revisions that could substantially reduce
environmental impacts and, while the RIA provides a reduced economic return from a development
perspective, it achieves most of the project objectives while significantly reducing environmental impacts
and addressing concerns of the Tribes, the Latrobe School District, and community. With the alternatives
analyzed in the Draft EIR, the Board of Supervisors therefore finds that a good faith effort was made to
analyze a range of potentially feasible alternatives consistent with the requirements and goals of CEQA,
even when the alternatives might impede the attainment of some of the project objectives and might be
more costly (CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(b)).

With respect to the three alternatives analyzed, the Board of Supervisors specifically finds as follows:
1. Alternative 1: No Project/No Development Alternative

As required by the CEQA Guidelines, an EIR’s alternatives analysis must include consideration of the No
Project Alternative. The “No Project” analysis discusses the existing conditions as well as what would
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reasonably be expected to occur in the foreseeable future if the project was not approved (Cal. Code Regs.
tit. 14, § 15126.6 (e)(2) and (3)(A)).

The No Project/No Development Alternative would produce no development or changes on the project site
because the site would remain in its current condition, effectively eliminating those project- and cumulative-
level impacts discussed in the EIR. Under the No Project/No Development Alternative, the project site would
not be rezoned and it would retain its existing R&D land use designation and zoning.

Finding

The County rejects the No Project Alternative as undesirable as it would not achieve any of the basic project
objectives. Maintaining the site as undeveloped would also be inconsistent with the County General Plan
because the project site is included in the EI Dorado Hills Community Region.

Rationale

The General Plan provides that, with inclusion in the El Dorado Hills Community Region, the project site is
a location where “future higher density growth and urban/suburban like activities are anticipated and/or
will be directed.” (General Plan Land Use Element p. 9.) Objective 2.1.1 of the Land Use Element
establishes that the Community Regions establishes the “urban limit line” and areas within a Community
Region will provide opportunities for “continued population growth and economic expansion.” (General
Plan Land Use Element p. 9.) Policy 2.1.1.2 further provides that Community Regions are “for the highest
intensity of self-sustaining compact urban-type development or suburban type development within the
County based on the municipal spheres of influence, availability of infrastructure, public services, major
transportation corridors and travel patterns, the location of major topographic patterns and features, and
the ability to provide and maintain appropriate transitions at Community Region boundaries.” The County
has also anticipated development of the project site since at least the 1980s. As no development would
occur under this alternative, the No Project Alternative would also fail to meet any of the project objectives.

2. Alternative 2: Zoning Consistent Alternative

The Zoning Consistent Alternative assumes development of the site that adheres to the current zoning
designation of R&D. This alternative assumes no zoning change requests and that land uses on the property
would align with the allowable uses within the R&D zone. Allowable uses in the R&D zone include light
manufacturing, research and laboratory services, warehouses, corporate offices, and other similar uses.
Under this alternative it is assumed a total of over two million square feet of warehouse and office uses
would be developed on approximately 176 acres. The Zoning Consistent Alternative anticipates
approximately half of the building square footage than a prior warehouse project proposed for the site,
which the County determined reflects the height of existing buildings in the adjacent ElI Dorado Hills
Business Park. The remaining approximately 32 acres would be developed with internal roads or left in
open space.

It should be noted that, under the existing R&D zoning, certain uses are allowed “by right” and thus would
not require discretionary approval triggering CEQA review. These uses are identified as permitted in Table
130.23.020 of the County Zoning Code and include, for example, light manufacturing, research and
laboratory services, wholesale storage and distribution, and professional and medical offices. For the
purposes of the analysis in the EIR, it is assumed CEQA review could be required and CEQA mitigation
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measures could be imposed. If the site was developed with by-right uses, however, then only ministerial
approvals would be required (e.g., grading permits and building permits) which may be exempt from further
CEQA review.

Finding

The County rejects the Zoning Consistent Alternative as undesirable as it would likely have increased
environmental impacts as compared to the originally proposed project and the RIA preferred project and
would leave the potential for “by right” uses that may not protect or mitigate impacts to sensitive resources
through the CEQA process.

Rationale

Table 5-13 of the Draft EIR summarizes that the Zoning Consistent Alternative is likely to result in greater
impacts than the originally proposed project and RIA preferred project with respect to Air Quality, Biological
Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hydrology and Water Quality, Noise, and
Wildfire. While allowing development consistent with current zoning, because existing zoning allows a
significant number of R&D uses “by right,” CEQA review may not be required for future development
proposals that only require ministerial permits, such as building and grading permits. While permitting
certain uses without a discretionary approval can expedite development and reduce costs during the
application process and thereby encourage economic development of the El Dorado Hills Business Park, it
significantly reduces stakeholder and community input during development review and minimizes the
County’s ability to impose mitigation measures through CEQA. The Zoning Consistent alternative would
also fail to meet project objectives 1-6 because no residential uses are proposed and connectivity between
existing adjacent residential communities would not be achieved. This alternative may partially satisfy
objective 7 because it could preserve existing natural features, but this would not contribute to community
identity, nor would these features be integrated into development to the same extent as originally proposed
project or the RIA preferred project. This alternative could also partially satisfy objective 8 because open
space land would be retained; however, no parks or trails would be provided, nor would recreational uses
be encouraged. Overall, the Zoning Consistent Alternative would likely have greater impacts to the
environment, would not meet most of the project objectives, and would not provide the Tribe and
community with certainty on the future land uses of and protection of resources at the project site.

3. Alternative 3: Reduced Impact Alternative

As detailed in the Draft EIR and these Findings, the RIA is considered the environmentally superior
alternative because it would result in reduced impacts to most of the resource areas evaluated, including
Energy, GHGs, Population and Housing, Noise, Public Services and Recreation, Transportation, and Utilities
and Service Systems, and would avoid the significant and unavoidable impacts identified for the originally
proposed project under Air Quality and Tribal Cultural Resources. With Alternative 3, only impacts to
aesthetics would remain significant and unavoidable, which would occur with any development of the
project site and is consistent with impacts assumed under anticipated buildout of the General Plan.

The EIR also analyzed the RIA at a project-specific level so that it could be selected instead of the originally
proposed project. The applicant has also agreed to request approval of the RIA. The Board of Supervisors
therefore selects the RIA as the preferred project, and the Findings herein identify the RIA as the project for
which the EIR is certified.
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4 General CEQA Findings

4.1 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Based on the entire record before the County and having considered the potentially significant impacts of
the project, the County hereby determines that all feasible mitigation within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of the County has been adopted to reduce or avoid the potentially significant impacts identified
in the Final EIR. The feasible mitigation measures are discussed above and are set forth in the MMRP.
Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code requires the County to adopt a monitoring or compliance
program regarding the changes in the project and mitigation measures imposed to lessen or avoid
significant effects on the environment. The MMRP for the RIA preferred project is hereby adopted by the
County because it fulfills the CEQA mitigation monitoring requirements: The MMRP is designed to ensure
compliance with the changes in the project and mitigation measures imposed on the project during project
implementation; and measures to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment are fully
enforceable through conditions of approval, permit conditions, agreements or other measures.

4.2 CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and 15092 Findings

Prior to approval of the project, the EIR must be certified pursuant to Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines.
When a certified Final EIR identifies one or more significant environmental impacts, the approving agency
must make one or more of the following findings, accompanied by a brief explanation of the rationale for
each finding:

1. Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which mitigate or
avoid the significant effects on the environment;

2. Those changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public
agency and such changes have been adopted by such other agency, or can and should be
adopted by such other agency; and

3. Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including considerations
for the provision of employment opportunities for highly-trained workers, make infeasible the
mitigation measures or alternatives identified in the Final EIR.

Section 15092 of the CEQA Guidelines states that after consideration of a Final EIR, and in conjunction
with making the Section 15091 findings identified above, the lead agency may decide whether to approve
the project. A project that would result in a significant environmental impact can be approved only if the
agency has eliminated or substantially lessened all significant effects on the environment where feasible.

These Findings satisfy the requirements of Sections 15091 and 15092 of the CEQA Guidelines. In doing
s0, they disclose the final disposition of the potentially significant impacts identified in the Final EIR and
the reasons for adopting the RIA preferred project.
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4.3 Findings Regarding Growth-Inducing Impacts

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(d) requires an EIR to evaluate the potential growth-inducing impacts of
a project, which was analyzed in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIR. Consistent with that analysis, given that the
surrounding project area is already served by existing roads and utilities, the Board of Supervisors finds
that the project would not result in indirect population growth and would not provide vehicular access to an
area presently lacking such access or extending utilities into an area not currently served by such utilities.

4.4 County Independent Judgment

The Final EIR for the RIA preferred project reflects the independent judgment of the County in accordance
with Public Resources Code 21082.1(c)(3). The ElI Dorado County Board of Supervisors, as the decision-
making body of the lead agency, has received, reviewed, and considered the information in the Final EIR,
as well as any and all other information in the record. The County hereby makes findings pursuant to and
in accordance with Sections 21081, 21081.5, and 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code.

The Board of Supervisors further finds that the evidence in the record constitutes substantial evidence to
support the determinations made in the Findings, that the facts stated in this document and in the Findings
are true and accurate representation and are supported by substantial evidence in the record, including
testimony received at the public hearing, the staff presentations, staff reports and all materials in the record
of proceedings and the project files. The Board of Supervisors also finds that to the extent other evidence
was presented that is contrary to the determinations made herein or in the Findings, such evidence was
nevertheless considered, weighed and determined to be either lacking in credibility or insufficient in weight
to detract from the determinations made herein or in the Findings such that the Board of Supervisors
reached these findings after due consideration of all evidence presented to it.

4.5 Reliance on Record

Each and all of the findings and determinations contained herein are based on substantial evidence, both
oral and written, contained in the administrative record relating to the project.

Record of Proceedings

In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21167.6(e), the record of proceedings for the County
decision on the project includes the following documents:

e The NOP for the project and all other public notices issued in conjunction with the project;

e All comments submitted by agencies or members of the public during the comment period on the
NOP;

e The Draft EIR for the project and all appendices;

o All comments submitted by agencies or members of the public during the comment period on the
Draft EIR;
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e The Final EIR for the project, including comments received on the Draft EIR, responses to those
comments, and appendices;

e Documents cited or referenced in the Draft EIR and Final EIR;
e The MMRP for the project;

e Allfindings and resolutions adopted by the County in connection with the project and all documents
cited or referred to therein;

e All reports, studies, memoranda, maps, or other planning documents relating to the project
prepared in compliance with the requirements of CEQA and with respect to the County’s action on
the project;

e All documents submitted by other public agencies or members of the public in connection with the
project, up through the close of the final public hearing;

e Any minutes and/or verbatim transcripts of all information sessions, public meetings, and public
hearings held in connection with the project;

e Any documentary or other evidence submitted at such information sessions, public meetings, and
public hearings;

e Anyand all resolutions adopted by the County regarding the project, and all staff reports, analyses,
and summaries related to the adoption of those resolutions;

e Matters of common knowledge, including, but not limited to federal, state, and local laws and
regulations;

e Any documents expressly cited in these findings and any documents incorporated by reference, in
addition to those cited above;

o Any other written materials relevant to the County's compliance with CEQA or its decision on the
merits of the project, including any documents or portions thereof, that were released for public
review, relied upon in the environmental documents prepared for the project, or included in the
County non-privileged retained files for the EIR or project;

e Any other materials required for the record of proceedings by Public Resources Code Section
21167.6(e); and

e The Notice of Determination.

The County intends that only those documents relating to the project and its compliance with CEQA and
prepared, owned, used, or retained by the County and listed above shall comprise the administrative record
for the project.

Custodian of Records
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The custodian of the documents or other material that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the
County’s decision is based is identified as follows:

County of El Dorado Planning and Building Department
2850 Fairlane Court
Placerville, California 95667

Recirculation Not Required

CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5 provides the criteria that a lead agency is to consider when deciding
whether it is required to recirculate an EIR. Recirculation is required when “significant new information” is
added to the EIR after public notice of the availability of the Draft EIR is given, but before certification.
(CEQA Guidelines, Section 15088.5(a).) “Significant new information,” as defined in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15088.5(a), means information added to an EIR that changes the EIR so as to deprive the public
of a meaningful opportunity to comment on a “substantial adverse environmental effect” or a “feasible way
to mitigate or avoid such an effect (including a feasible project alternative) that the project’s proponents
have declined to implement.”

An example of significant new information provided by the CEQA Guidelines is a disclosure showing that a
“new significant environmental impact would result from the project or from a new mitigation measure
proposed to be implemented;” that a “substantial increase in the severity of an environmental impact would
result unless mitigation measures are adopted to reduce the impact to a level of insignificance;” or that a
“feasible project alternative or mitigation measure considerably different from others previously analyzed
would clearly lessen the significant environmental impacts of the project, but the project’s proponents
decline to adopt it” (CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5(a)(1)-(3)).

Recirculation is not required where “the new information added to the EIR merely clarifies or amplifies or
makes insignificant modifications in an adequate EIR” (CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5(b)). Recirculation
also is not required simply because new information is added to the EIR — indeed, new information is
oftentimes added given CEQA’s public/agency comment and response process and CEQA’s post-Draft EIR
circulation requirement of proposed responses to comments submitted by public agencies.

In this legal context, the County finds that recirculation of the Draft EIR prior to certification is not required.
In addition to providing responses to comments, the Final EIR includes revisions to expand upon
information presented in the Draft EIR; explain or enhance the evidentiary basis for the Draft EIR’s findings;
update information; and to make clarifications, amplifications, updates, or helpful revisions to the Draft
EIR. The Final EIR’s revisions, clarifications and/or updates do not result in any new significant impacts or
increase the severity of a previously identified significant impact.

In sum, the Final EIR demonstrates that the project will not result in any new significant impacts or increase
the severity of a significant impact, as compared to the analysis presented in the Draft EIR. The changes
reflected in the Final EIR also do not indicate that meaningful public review of the Draft EIR was precluded
in the first instance. Accordingly, recirculation of the EIR is not required as revisions to the EIR are not
significant as defined in Section 15088.5 of the CEQA Guidelines.
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5 Statement of Overriding Considerations

When a proposed project results in significant, unavoidable adverse impacts, CEQA requires the decision-
making body of the Lead Agency to weigh the benefit of the proposed project against such environmental
impacts in determining whether or not to approve the proposed project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15043).
In making this determination, the Lead Agency is guided by CEQA Guidelines Section 15093, which states:

e CEQA requires the decision-making agency to balance, as applicable, the economic, legal,
social, technological, or other benefits of a proposed project against its unavoidable
environmental risks when determining whether to approve the project. If the specific economic,
legal, social, technological, or other benefits of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable
adverse environmental effects, the adverse environmental effects may be considered
“acceptable.”

e When the Lead Agency approves a project that will result in the occurrence of significant
effects, which are identified in the Final EIR but are not avoided or substantially lessened, the
agency shall state in writing the specific reasons to support its action based on the Final EIR
and/or other information in the record. The Statement of Overriding Considerations shall be
supported by substantial evidence in the record.

e If an agency makes a Statement of Overriding Considerations, the statement should be
included in the record of the project approval and should be mentioned in the notice of
determination. This statement does not substitute for, and shall be in addition to, findings
required pursuant to Section 15091.

In addition, Public Resources Code Section 21081(b) requires that when a public agency finds that
economic, legal, social, technological, or other reasons make infeasible the mitigation measures or
alternatives identified in the EIR and the project thereby continues to have significant unavoidable adverse
impacts, the public agency must also find that specific overriding economic, legal, social, technological, or
other benefits of the project outweigh those significant unavoidable impacts of the Project.

Significant and Unavoidable Impacts of the Project

As explained and supported by substantial evidence set forth in the EIR, the studies and other documents
referenced therein, and these Findings, despite consideration of all feasible mitigation, the project will have
significant and unavoidable aesthetics impacts at the project level and cumulative level related to a
substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista and substantial degradation to the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings as described in more detail in Section 2.3 above.

Finding

The Board of Supervisors finds and determines in approving the RIA preferred project that the EIR has
considered the identified means of lessening or avoiding the project’s significant effects and that to the
extent any significant direct or indirect environmental effect remains unavoidable or not mitigated to below
a level of significance after mitigation, such impact is at an acceptable level in light of the social, legal,
economic, environmental, technological, and other project benefits discussed below, and such benefits
override, outweigh, and make “acceptable” the remaining environmental impacts of the project (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15092(b)). The following benefits and considerations, taken together or individually,
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outweigh such significant and unavoidable adverse environmental impacts and will provide the following
benefits to the County, surrounding community, Tribes, and the Latrobe School District:

1. Direct population growth within a Community Region consistent with the General Plan to preserve
rural areas within the County.

The project site is within the El Dorado Hills Community Region and thus the General Plan identifies the
project site as a location where “future higher density growth and urban/suburban like activities are
anticipated and/or will be directed.” (General Plan Land Use Element p. 9.) In identifying Community
Regions, the General Plan establishes a mechanism to accommodate anticipated future growth while
preserving more rural areas of the County. To achieve this balance, Objective 2.1.1 of the Land Use Element
establishes that the Community Regions as the “urban limit line” and provides that areas within a
Community Region will provide opportunities for “continued population growth and economic expansion.”
(General Plan Land Use Element p. 9.) Policy 2.1.1.2 further provides that Community Regions are “for
the highest intensity of self-sustaining compact urban-type development or suburban type development
within the County based on the municipal spheres of influence, availability of infrastructure, public services,
major transportation corridors and travel patterns, the location of major topographic patterns and features,
and the ability to provide and maintain appropriate transitions at Community Region boundaries.” The
County has also anticipated development of the project site since at least the 1980s.

2. Protect sensitive Tribal Cultural Resources in perpetuity.

The RIA preferred project was developed after consultation and collaboration with Tribes and includes the
requirement through the Open Space Preserves to protect valuable TCRs in place as requested by the
Tribes. Without approval of the RIA preferred project, these TCRs could be impacted with a future
development project that does not include the same protections. Given the breadth of R&D uses allowed
“by right” under the Zoning Code, the protection of these TCRs is not guaranteed.

3. Provide a net fiscal surplus to the County General Fund and County Road Fund.

The Fiscal Impact Analysis (FIA) prepared for the project identifies the projected costs of providing services
to the project and the projected revenues collected from the project and concludes that the project will
have a net positive fiscal impact on the County. Specifically, the FIA estimates the RIA would result in a net
fiscal surplus of approximately $877,641 annually at buildout to the County’s General Fund (i.e.
development generated revenues will exceed estimate expenditures for the RIA). This provides an annual
surplus of $1,150 per dwelling unit for the life of the project. The FIA also estimates the RIA would result
in a net fiscal surplus of about $220,281 annually for the County’s Road Fund at buildout, which is an
annual surplus of $289 per dwelling unit for the life of the project.

4. Allow for residential development that is more consistent with market demands than the existing
R&D zoning while still retaining substantial R&D opportunities within the remaining EDH Business
Park vacant land and existing commercial buildings with vacancies.

The EDH Business Park has suffered from an extremely slow rate of absorption as compared to other
business park locations within the Sacramento region as detailed in a staff report from County staff to the
Board of Supervisors in 2016. While the County has undertaken efforts to encourage the success of the
EDH Business Park, including adopting objective design standards and providing for many uses “by right”
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with only building and grading permits, those efforts have not significantly increased the rate of absorption.
Between 1982 to 2025, only 330 acres of the total available 832 acres have been developed, which
provided an average absorption of 7.5 acres per year. In the last 10 years, only 37 acres have been
developed, which was only 3.7 acres per year. With this current rate of absorption, it would take an
additional 70 years for buildout of the EDH Business Park. Even on developed acres, the EDH Business
Park has a high vacancy rate, with approximately 20.3% of the existing office and commercial buildings
vacant. With the project site de-annexed from the EDH Business Park Association and at the most remote
end of the EDH Business Park, it is the most appropriate of the vacant EDH Business Park land to change
from R&D zoning to residential zoning. Moreover, given the size of the project site and the declining
demand for campus-like office settings and high vacancy rates in business parks in the surrounding areas,
the types of R&D uses that the market would most likely support at the project site are expected to be the
types of warehouse and distribution projects that present more significant community conflicts and
opposition.

5. Provide certainty of future land uses and ensure land compatible with the existing residential
communities directly adjacent to the project site.

While originally included as part of the EDH Business Park, the areas surrounding the project site have
been predominantly developed with residential communities, and community members have expressed
growing concerns about the potential conflicts with continued development of R&D uses in close proximity
to existing residential homes, especially R&D uses requiring substantial use of trucks. Members of the
community have also indicated that development of a residential community will be a more compatible use
with the existing residential communities. While the project will have an impact to the scenic vista and
public views, the views of new homes will be more consistent with the surrounding residential communities
than large R&D buildings that can be built to 50 feet tall.

6. Reduce vehicle trips generated from the project site below the vehicle trips assumed for the project
site in the County travel demand model.

Given that development of the project site has been planned and anticipated since at least the 1980s, the
County’s travel demand model has anticipated trips generating from the project site. The RIA preferred
project would generate only 4,147 new daily vehicle trips, as compared to 10,040 new trips under the
originally proposed project or 6,186 new trips with the Active Adult Option of the originally proposed project.
The RIA preferred project will also result in substantially less trips generated from the project site than the
County has assumed in the travel demand model through 2040. Overall, the RIA preferred project will
generate less traffic than the County has assumed for the project site and, while not a CEQA environmental
impact, will cause less congestion on County roads.

7. Provide new housing opportunities for active adults and families.

The project will provide new homeownership opportunities with a mix of densities consistent with the
surrounding residential communities. While the RIA preferred project will predominantly provide an active
adult community, existing residents in conventional single-family homes who no longer have children living
at home may choose to relocate to the project site and thereby open inventory of existing conventional
homes in the surrounding community to new families with children. The RIA preferred project will also
provide 150 conventional units available to all ages and families.
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8. Provide a comprehensive publicly accessible trail network with connectivity to existing trails in the
surrounding communities.

The Project would include a publicly accessible trail system that would include linkages to adjacent off-site
trail networks and open space areas that would expand and provide connections to existing trail facilities.
The project will also provide a new 7.5-acre Village Park that will be available to the public.

9. Approve a development voluntarily revised through stakeholder and community outreach.

County Code section 130.51.100 requires a public outreach plan for projects, reflecting the County’s
commitment to ensure transparency and opportunities for community and stakeholder feedback during
processing of entitlement applications. As reflected in numerous comments from the El Dorado Hills Area
Planning Advisory Committee in its comments on the Draft EIR and the project public outreach plan
submitted to the County, the applicant has demonstrated a commitment to stakeholder and community
outreach and, through the RIA, has made revisions to the project in response to such feedback. Most
significantly, the RIA addresses concerns from Tribes to protect TCRs, concerns from the Latrobe School
District to decrease student generation without reducing school funding, concerns from the community
about the compatibility of uses, and concerns from the community about increased traffic on Latrobe Road.
These revisions through the RIA and the applicant’s public outreach efforts are likely reflective of the
minimal comments received on the Draft EIR.

Conclusion: CEQA requires a public agency to balance the benefits of a project against its significant and
unavoidable adverse impacts in determining whether to approve the project. As discussed more fully above,
the RIA preferred project would result in significant and unavoidable aesthetic impacts. The Board of
Supervisors finds that these aesthetic impacts are at an acceptable level in light of each of the project
benefits described above. The Board of Supervisors further finds that these aesthetic impacts would occur
with any development of the project site and development of the project site is anticipated and consistent
with the General Plan. The RIA preferred project also reflects a commitment on behalf of the applicant to
make concessions and revisions to reduce impacts to the environment to the maximum extent feasible and
address concerns of stakeholders, including the Tribes, the school district, and community members.

6 Certification of the Final Environmental Impact
Report

The County certifies that the Final EIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA and the CEQA
Guidelines, that the EIR was presented to the County, and that the County reviewed and considered the
information contained therein before approving the RIA preferred project, and that the EIR reflects the
independent judgment and analysis of the County (CEQA Guidelines Section 15090).
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