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What Is Adoption?

> Adoption Is a legal process which
permanently gives parental rights to
adoptive parents.
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Adoption is a legal process which permanently gives parental rights to adoptive parents.  Adoption means taking a child into your home as a permanent family member.  It means caring for and guiding children through their growing years and giving them the love and understanding they need to develop their full potential.




Types of Adoption

> There are four types of adeption In
California for children under 18 years of
age.
o Agency
o Independent Adoption
o Inter-Country
o Step-parent
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There are four types of Adoption in California for children under 18 years of age:



Agency: Children who are placed for adoption by the licensed public or private adoption agency that has custody of the child as the result of either parent(s) voluntarily relinquishing their legal rights the agency or involuntary termination of parents’ legal rights by the court.



Independent Adoption: Parent(s) place directly with prospective adoptive parent(s) for the purpose of adoption.  Only the CDSS district offices and delegated counties provide services under the Independent Adoption Program.



Intercountry:  Adoption of foreign-born children for whom federal law makes a special immigration visa available.  Intercountry adoption may be finalized in the child’s native country or in California.



Stepparent Adoption:  Stepparents may adoption the children of their spouses.  Protocols vary in each county.






El Dorado County IS Licensed

> El Dorado County Department of Human
Services Is a licensed County (Public)
Adoption Agency!

> In the State ofi California, there are 28

Counties that are licensed to provide their
own adoption services.
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In the State of California,  there  are  28 counties that are licensed to provide their own adoption services.  El Dorado County is one of those counties. 



This allows us the opportunity to begin to plan for children sooner as is required by law called Concurrent Planning.  We don’t have to wait for the State Adoption worker, who has many county assignments, to come to our office to begin planning.  


About the Children

> Foster children of all ages are in the
child welfare system awaiting
permanent homes.

> Parental rights o these children have
been terminated by court order.

~ The goall is to find a “forever family”
for the child.
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The county selects permanent homes in which to make an adoptive placement. 

Potential adoptive parents are informed of special needs or significant problems which the child may have encountered. 

Information provided by the child's caseworker depicts the child and describes the adjustments and challenges the child will have to overcome once placed with an adoptive family.

- If a child is available and we don’t have an identified family, the Dept uses adoption exchanges to match children such as monthly meetings in Sacramento where we meet with other counties and licensed adoption agencies in attempts to match families and children. We also use secured websites to post pictures of our children.  These website are only available to licensed agencies that have access and reason to be on these sites, they are not available to the general public for viewing.

**Discuss child’s role in agreeing to being adopted; challenges associated with sibling adoptions


The 366.26 Process: Planning for
the Permanent Plan for the Child

The Adoption Social Worker assesses
Four Permanent Plans
(Permanent to Least Permanent Plan)

Legal Legal

: Guardianship Guardianship Long Term
Adoptio :
prion w/o with Foster Care
Dependency Dependency
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Forever Families

> How do we find families for the children

who are needing “forever families”?
o If a child is already living with a relative or
foster family who wants to adopt, the

Department will refer the family to an adoption
agency for home study.
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-When families have decided to adopt, they are required to have an approved adoptive home study done by an adoption agency.




The Adoption Home Study

> The laws of every State and the District of
Columbia reguire all' prospective adoptive
parents (no matter how they intend to adopt) to
participate in a heme study.

> Three purpeses

. to educate and prepare the adoptive family for
adoption,

. 10 gather infoermation about the prospective parents
that will help a social worker mateh the family with a
child whose needs they can meet, and

. 1o evaluate the fithess of the adoptive family.
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The laws of every State and the District of Columbia require all prospective adoptive parents (no matter how they intend to adopt) to participate in a home study. 



Three purposes: to educate and prepare the adoptive family for adoption, to gather information about the prospective parents that will help a social worker match the family with a child whose needs they can meet, and to evaluate the fitness of the adoptive family.



The home study process can be a source of anxiety for some prospective parents, who may fear they will not be "approved." It may be helpful to remember agencies are not looking for perfect parents. Rather, they are looking for real parents to parent real children. With accurate information about the process, prospective parents can face the home study experience with confidence and the excitement that should accompany the prospect of welcoming a child into the family.




Elements of the Home Study.

> Training

> Interviews

> Home Visit

> Health Statement

> Income Statement

> Background Checks

> Autebiographical Statements
> References
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Training

Many agencies require trainings for prospective adoptive parents prior to or during the home study process. Trainings help prospective parents better understand the needs of children waiting and help families decide what type of child or children they could parent most effectively.

Interviews

All family members will be interviewed about their thoughts and feelings about the adoption.

Home Visit

Home visits primarily serve to ensure the home meets State licensing standards. The agency will generally require the worker to see all areas of the house or apartment, including where the children will sleep, the basement, and the back yard. He or she will be looking for how the family plans to accommodate a new family member (or members, if they are planning to adopt a sibling group).

Health Statements

Most agencies require prospective adoptive parents to have some form of physical exam. 

Income Statements

You do not have to be rich to adopt; you just have to show you can manage your finances responsibly and adequately. 

Background Checks

Most states require criminal and child abuse record clearances for all adoptive and foster parent applicants.

Autobiographical Statement

Many adoption agencies ask prospective adoptive parents to write an autobiographical statement.  This is the story of their life.

References

Three or four individuals that know the applicants very well.


The Home Study Report

> Education/employment

> Relationships

> Daily Life

> Parenting

> Neighborhood

> Religion

> Feelings/Readiness for Adoption
> Approval or Recommendation
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Home study reports often are used to "introduce" the family to other agencies or adoption exchanges (services that list children waiting for families) to assist in matching the family with a waiting child.



In general, home study reports include the above-mentioned health and income statements, background checks, and references as well as the following types of information:






Common Questions about the
Home Study
> On average, the home study process
takes three to six months to complete.

> Agencies conducting domestic adoptions
of children from foster care do not charge
a fee for the home study.
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Adoption Assistance Program
(AAP)

> Federal subsidies were created by
Congress through Public Law 96-272 — the
Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare
Act of 1980.

> These subsidies help to encourage the
adoption of special needs children and
remove the financial disincentives for
families to adopt.
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Federal subsidies were created by Congress (through Public Law 96-272 - the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980) to encourage the adoption of special needs children and remove the financial disincentives for families to adopt.



Recognizing that adoptive parents often experience financial difficulty meeting the special needs of children who formerly were placed in California’s foster care system, the State Legislature created the Adoption Assistance Program (AAP).  In creating the program, the Legislature intended to benefit children in foster care by providing the security and stability of a permanent home through adoption. Children may receive a federally funded subsidy under Title IV-E or a state-funded subsidy per state guidelines.


El' Dorado County AAP

> We currently have 370 AAP cases

> This means we have 370 families that we
provide post adoption services to.
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Adoptions Finalizead
In El' Dorade County

> In 2007, we finalized 46 adoptions.
> In 2008, we finalized 53 adoptions.
> In 2009, we finalized 34 adoptions.

> Currently we have 150 children who are In
permanent placement. This means there are no
identified permanent families for these children.
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Due to our staffing limitations, we only 2 full time adoption workers, we refer our families to adoption agencies to have their home studies completed. 



Our staff focus their time on completing the mandates of writing Judicial reviews, conducting monthly visits with children and families, searching to match children with prospective adoptive families, case management services, and finalizing adoptions.



The goal of the Department is to work with our older teens to help them identify older adults who are important to them and who could possibly provide them with permanent family as they transition into young adulthood.




Private Adoption Agency
Reimbursement Program (PAARP)

> Provides one-time compensation to private
adoption agencies for the cost of adoptive
parent recruitment, home studies and for
facilitating the adoptions of special needs
children.
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Funding for the PAARP is reimbursed from Federal and State general funds to the private agencies.
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