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Mission Statement
The mission of the El Dorado County Public Defender’s Office is to 

provide quality legal representation for those people appointed to us 
who cannot afford private counsel.

The Public Defender’s office provides competent, effective, and ethical 
legal services in a compassionate and professional manner, providing 

constitutional balance to the El Dorado County legal system. 
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Organizational Chart
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Teri Monterosso
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(1 FTE)

Investigator I/II 
(2 FTE)

Investigative 
Assistant
(1 FTE)

Executive Assistant
(1 FTE)

Legal Secretary I/II 
(2 FTE West Slope) 

(1 FTE SLT)

Sr. Office Assistant
(.5 FTE West Slope)

(1 FTE SLT)

Supervising Deputy 
Public Defender

(1 FTE SLT)

Deputy Public 
Defender I-IV
(2 FTE SLT)

Assistant Public 
Defender 

West Slope Office

Deputy Public 
Defender I-IV 
(10 FTE, 1 FTE 
Limited Term)

Program Assistant 
(1 FTE Limited Term)

Paralegal I/II 
(1 FTE, 1 FTE Limited 

Term)
Total FTE: 28.5 (25 filled, 3.5 vacancies)
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What do we do?
We provide legal representation to people accused of 
crimes who can’t afford a private attorney, as well as 
clients in “specialty courts,” juvenile clients, and civil 
clients in conservatorship cases, family support 
contempt cases, and PHF hearings.

We are appointed by order of the El Dorado Superior 
Court: 

Juvenile Clients
Civil Clients (conservatees, family 
support contempt clients, PHF 
hearings)

Felonies and misdemeanors
Behavioral Health Court
Mental Health Court
Veteran’s Court
Misdemeanor Diversion
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$109.32 

$21.75 
$15.28 

$5.71 $2.70 

Sheriff Probation D.A. P.D. A.P.D

Sheriff Probation D.A. P.D. A.P.D

Public Defender Total Operating Appropriations: $5,714,591

Law & Justice FY 22/23 
TOTALS *dollar amount in millions

*

*
**

*
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$63.29 

$12.42 $10.94 

$4.81 $2.68 

Sheriff Probation D.A. P.D. A.P.D

Sheriff Probation D.A. P.D. A.P.D

*

*

Public Defender Net County Cost: $4,814,840

Net County Cost per
Law & Justice department *dollar amount in millions

*

*

*
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Public Safety Sales 
Tax, $501,637 , 

56%

Grants, $372,114 , 
41%

Charges for 
Services, 

$20,000 , 2%

AB109, $6,000 , 
1%

Public Safety Sales Tax Grants Charges for Services AB109

Revenue Sources

Based upon FY 2022-23 Budget
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Service and Performance Indicators
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Role in the Strategic Plan
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Upcoming Policy 
and Programmatic 
Changes

Continuing changes in the law
• Increased workloads
• Increased ethical duties

Vacancies and recruitment
• COVID-related vacancies
• Shortage of applicants

Technology challenges
• Body Worn Cameras
• Case management system
• Integrating court system
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