
ROLE OF COUNTY COUNSEL 
• County Counsel acts as legal counsel to the Public Guardian in all 

conservatorship proceedings: 
• Advises the Public Guardian in all aspects of pre-petition proceedings 

(e.g. investigations) 
• Prepares petitions for LPS and Probate Conservatorships 
• Prepares petitions for instructions or authority in existing 

conservatorships (e.g. instructions for placement of conservatee; 
authority to sell or abandon property; authority to resolve claims; 
authority to make payments) 

• Prepares and files annual and periodic accountings on all 
conservatorships 

• Appears on behalf of the Public Guardian at trials and all court 
hearings on any of the above matters 

• Litigates claims or lawsuits on behalf of conservatees (e.g. personal 
injury lawsuits; recovery of funds lost to elder abuse) 

• Appears in criminal court matters on behalf of the Public Guardian 
(upon referral of the court) where it appears that a defendant is a 
conservatee or potential conservatee 
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INCREASING LEGAL COMPLEXITY OF CONSERVATORSHIP 
CASES NOT REFLECTED IN RAW CASE NUMBERS   
• Increase in the number of trials (both court and jury trials).  In 2010, 

County Counsel’s Office completed 5 conservatorship trials; in 2011 this 
tripled to 15 trials; in 2012 there are 11 trials either completed or set 
already, which is a rate of 16 trials for the year.   More than half of the 
trials are jury trials, which are much more time consuming than court 
trials. 
 

• Increase in the number of appeals.  In the past decade, we can recall 
one appeal from a trial court ruling in a conservatorship case.  In the 
past year, we already have 4 appeals pending.   Responding to an appeal 
can involve more work than the underlying case. 
 

• Increase in the number of civil court referrals.   More often than in the 
past, a court presiding over a private conservatorship case will appoint 
the Public Guardian to act as temporary conservator during the trial.  
This occurs without advance warning, and requires the Public Guardian 
and County Counsel’s Office to suddenly have to familiarize themselves 
with ongoing, contentious private litigation which might have been 
pending for years, in which each party is accusing the other of 
misdeeds, and to respond according to the existing abbreviated trial 
schedule.    
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INCREASING LEGAL COMPLEXITY OF CONSERVATORSHIP CASES 
NOT REFLECTED IN RAW CASE NUMBERS CONTINUED… 

• Increase in the number of criminal court referrals.  More often than in 
the past, a court presiding over a criminal case with a mental health 
issue will order the Public Guardian and County Counsel to become 
involved in the criminal case, with the idea that an LPS conservatorship 
might provide an alternative to conviction and incarceration.  This 
involves having to appear several times in the criminal case, suddenly 
having to become familiar with a previously unknown situation, and 
often filing a separate civil LPS conservatorship petition. 
 

• Increase in the number of cases involving ancillary matters.  For 
example, more often than in the past, the funds of the proposed 
conservatee are in a trust.  Appointment of the Public Guardian as 
conservator does not automatically give access to the funds in the trust.  
Therefore in an increasing number of cases, there has to be a separate 
ancillary action filed to obtain adequate funding from the trust to 
support the conservatee.  It is estimated that about 30%-40% of present 
conservatorship cases actually involve 2 cases: the conservatorship case 
and the trust case.  
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TOTAL COURT MATTERS  HANDLED BY 
COUNTY COUNSEL 
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POLICY OPTIONS 
• No change 

 
• Fund additional resources for County Counsel 
 
 

 
  
  Position Additions Requested with 

Addenda 

Class Title Allocated Filled Proposed New 
Allocation 

Approximate 
Additional Cost 

Deputy County 
Counsel  

5.0 4.0 +1.0 6.0 $152,094 

Legal Secretary I/II 3.0 3.0 +1.0 4.0 $   65,164 

$217,258* 

*The requested increase in Net County Cost overall is approximately $217,258 for a full Fiscal Year.  

12-1442 A 5 of 9



 
COUNTY COUNSEL 

STAFF ASSIGNMENTS 
NOVEMBER 27, 2012 

 
 
ED KNAPP – COUNTY COUNSEL TRISH BECK – PRINCIPAL ASS’T. COUNTY COUNSEL 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
- Brown Act 
- 1090/Conflicts 
- Planning Items (Ed/Paula) 
Bond Screening Committee - Mello Roos Bonds 
Casino Matters 
Rubicon Trail – Water Board 
Mining Issues 
 
INDIGENT DEFENSE PANEL - Attorneys (Contracts) 
GRAND JURY 
 
HPAC (requires delegation in writing) 
 
GABBRO SOILS 
 
LAW LIBRARY – Board of Trustees (Board Appt) 

DOT  
- Advisory; West Slope; Projects (EWV issues, bid, permits, public 

works contract documents, construction. 
- Special Projects (Diss. of Connector, etc.); Special Litigation 

(STATA) 
 
COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS, JPAs 
 
OUTSIDE LITIGATION 
- Other Tort (Jon) 
- Miscellaneous (bankruptcy, writs, contracts, etc) 
 
AUDITOR/CONTROLLER  
 
PUBLIC HEALTH  
- EMS/AMBULANCE – advisory, contracts, Administrative Hearings 
- (EMTS) licensing, contract negotiations 
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JUDITH KERR  
SR. DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL 

PAULA FRANTZ 
SR. DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL 

MIKE CICCOZZI 
SR. DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL 

CPS – Appeals and Writs 
PUBLIC GUARDIAN – Appeals and Writs 
 
SHERIFF 
- HR, POBR, Sheriff, Pitchess 
- Jail, Bail Proceedings, Habeas Writs 
- General Advise, Contracts 
 
HR 
- Employment/Risk – Public Records, 

Subpoenas 
- Special Projects 
- Labor Relations/Unfair Labor 

Practices/HR/PERB 
- HIPPA 

 
ELECTIONS 
MENTAL HEALTH 
BOE – Represent Board of Equalization 
TAX COLLECTOR – Advisory, Bankruptcy 
RECORDER/CLERK 
FAIR  
VETERANS 
LIBRARY 
 
CHARTER COMMISSION 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
- CURRENT PLANNING  

o Crossings, DDRC, Marble Valley, 
Serrano Golf Course – “West 
EDH”, Dixon Ranch 

- AGRICULTURE - DEPARTMENT & 
COMMISSION 

- BOS Planning Items 
- River Management 
- PLANNING COMMISSION  
- LONG RANGE PLANNING 

o Medical Marijuana,  
o Sign Ordinance 

- GENERAL PLAN - Oaks, BIO, Amendments 
 
HR 
- Labor Negotiations - MOU’s, PERS, 

Resolutions, Salary & Benefit Resos 
- Labor Relations - Design of Units; 

Class/Comp studies; Benefit contracts; 
benefits issues; leave issues  

- Medical Leave/Disability – FLSA, ADA, 
FMLA (Leave Laws) 

- Discrimination – EEOC/DFEH/Discipline 
Discrimination 

- Workers’ Compensation 
 
OUTSIDE LITIGATION 
- Land Use 
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
PROBATION  
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
- ENV MGMT – Meyers Landfill 
 
ASSESSOR 
BOE – Represent Assessor 
ANIMAL SVCS  
 
MENTAL HEALTH – Riese Hearings 
 
HR - Labor Relations - grievances (group) 
CIVIL SERVICE – State Personnel Board. 
DISCIPLINE 
- advising depts. on individual grievances; 

discipline actions. 
- Human Svcs. – Advising on discipline for 

Merit System employees 
 
OUTSIDE LITIGATION  
- Sheriff 
- HR/Risk 
 
SHERIFF - HR – Discipline Grievances 
 
PG/LPS – Backup 
 
HR/RISK – Not otherwise assigned 
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TERI MONTEROSSO – DEPUTY 
COUNTY COUNSEL 

SCOTT STARR – DEPUTY  
COUNTY COUNSEL 

LESLEY GOMES – DEPUTY 
COUNTY COUNSEL 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN  
- APS, PG, LPS 
- Meetings  
- Elder Protection Unit 
- Elder Conservatorships 
- Criminal/MH Conservatorships 
 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR 

CPS – Tahoe 
PG – Tahoe 
 
CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES 

CPS – West Slope 
 
 

 
DAVID LIVINGSTON – DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL KAY ANN MARKHAM – DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
- CURRENT PLANNING – BLHSP, PFFP 
- SURVEYOR  
- BUILDING  
- LONG RANGE PLANNING  

o Rails to Trails, Tahoe Regional Plan; Meyers Community 
Plan. 

- CODE ENFORCEMENT – Advise 
- CAO – Fire Fees Issues 
- DOT – Environmental Documents for Projects 
 
DOT  
- Storm Water Permit; drainage, Impact Fees (CIP); construction 

claims/litigation 
- RCD - Tahoe Projects; Environmental issues, bids permits, R/W, 

contracts, construction – advisory 
- Special Districts 
 
IT – ERP Team 
AUDITOR/SLT RDA Dissolution 

CAO/DOT FACILITIES – Maintenance Issues, contracts 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
- AQMD / ENV. MGMT – advisory; contracts; facilities/PW – solid 

waste franchises 
- LONG RANGE PLANNING 

o GPA/ZONING Design Manual 
o Gabbro Soils/Endangered Species 
o Parks 

- PLANNING/Human Services – Affordable Housing 
 
CEMETARIES 
AIRPORTS 
PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTS 
IT – Contracts 
 
AMBULANCE (shared with Trish) 
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               COUNTY COUNSEL              (1) 
            | 
 

               CHIEF ASS’T. COUNTY COUNSEL              (1) 
           | 

          PRINCIPAL ASS’T. COUNTY COUNSEL                    (1) 
[CAO Functional Group] 

General Government – Primary 
Health/Human Services – Primary 

           | 
 

Senior Deputy County 
Counsel 

[CAO Functional Group] 
Land Use – Primary 

General Government – back up 

Senior Deputy County 
Counsel 

[CAO Functional Group] 
Law & Justice – Primary 

Land Use – back up 

Senior Deputy County         (3)                          
           Counsel 
       [CAO Functional Group] 
   Health/Human Svcs - back up 
       Law & Justice – back up 

          
 
Deputy County 

Counsel 
Deputy County 

Counsel 
Deputy County 

Counsel 
Deputy County 

Counsel 
Deputy County      (5) 
      Counsel 
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