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UNITEI> STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs :: . 
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Bureau of Land Management 
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.. · National Park Scr\'icc 
and the 

,UNt:rED STATES D.EPARTl\IENT.OFAGRICULTURE 
.,, .. ;.: .:' .. ,·_ .... . · ' . . ;.'.:', :·;~ :' ;': .· : · ~:-r.·orc~t ' S.:c•:';'i~~'··'. ·· .. ·.·.:·: : ·,. ,;;, ~.·;'. :.:: ·: .~ .~' · 
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NATIONAL GEOCn~APi'I'IC SOCIETY (NGS') " . . . -. .. . . . . ... 

.... i 

. ·-,.,and. Jl~~f?llq~ving:··f:~dqm.t ~~gspcics;;J,~~r~in~\l~r rfJ~ny't~o :H~;i·;Hge.q<;i~(.?r.h~HJwir n<~t}lc~ gr initials: 
UNITED STATES DEPARTi\H:NT OF THE INTERIOR (001) ... <.·. . . , .. 
Bureau offndian Affairs (Bit\) ' ... .. · · :. .· .. ·, · 

Bureau ofLand.ivlanagGmcnt .(l3!-l\'l) .·. . ... . .. , . ·.-~ - .. : ,. ,: , .:·,=-. . · . ·~. , .. . . ·::·-. , • , , . 
. upited stat~~· Fi.si-i .. ;tlh<r .~v'i!~!ifl~. $.·c~·y isc: (F:~~'$.L" .. -.· . ·: .. :· .. :./. ·' :·. :;:: w .•. 
N:itioJi'al Park .Sci·\,ice <Nt>sr -- · ··' · · · ·· ·. · .·:.' .· 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA) 
Forest Service (FS) 

I. PURPOSE 

In 2003. th~, NO~ -.~~I)t~r, Jl.)r)ips~aiml~llc,Ps~tin~llip.n~ ( CSp) .~rca ted. ~he c;pnc~pt or g~qtourispl ..•. 
• ,1. •• ' ., • ', ~ ' • • •• • ~ ·' ·. • ' •': •• 1 .' • • ." J ~ ·· • , ' , ; • • •, ' >' : . · • • • • • f' !> ,· , • • , · • I , • " ' • • ( • • ' ' ' • • · • ·., : • • , I • ,, • 

Gcot<wns.t,n !~ · ~ow~~.s~~.l t.~1·~~,., 1s =~·''~~,<~ o.~~. :~WI .. J>}~s~.a! .~~s, Pr S'ltu.~qc;~s ~h,c gcow~ph~s~·' · fha.n~Flei.~f ~:· . .P:I.~ce. 
in~!uding.it~·.cqVirp(lJncnt, .cult~Jre, ;testheti.c~. ~m~l _ hcri!ng91 .. a~l<! .the, wqU-bcing oC.its rcsiQenls., .: ... 

• , . ·. · :. · :;_: ~: .. . .• • _: . . ·.· ·.· :.- . .... . •\,. .. '. ,.!. • l . ,,• .'- : .. • . ... ~ • : : .~ : - · .· . ... · • .. . · ; ;, , . : ... : ' ··' .. . . ··' . ~ - -· ·· ~ !· ;' 



Geotourism involves the public, communities, tribes, visitors, and landowners in the preservation of 
visitor destinations for future generations, conservation of resources, fostering of respect for local 
cultures and traditions, and development of quality visitor experiences. 

This MOU establishes a framework for the NGS and the agencies to use geotourism principles in 
their collaborative work on tourism issues pertaining to Federal and Indian lands. This MOU will be 
implemented under the guiding principles of geotourism, which encompass conservation, heritage 
preservation, cultural continuation, effective local leadership, and mutual understanding. Geotourism 
can help build a sense of national identity and pride tor America's citizens by stressing what is 
authentic and unique about America's Federal and Indian lands and waters and their associated 
cultures and communities. Applying geotourism to these places can help meet the environmental, 
social, economic, and quality of life needs of Americans and their communities. 

II. AUTHORITY 

1. The Bureau oflndian Affairs has the ·authority to enter into this MOU under 25 U.S.C. § 2 and 
25 u.s.c. § 13. 

2. The Bureau of Land Management has the authority to enter into this MOU pursuant to the Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act, 43 U.S.C. §§ 1701 through 1782. 

3. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service has the authority to enter into this MOU pursuant to 
the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, 16 U.S.C. § 742f et seq.; the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 
16 U.S.C. § 2901 et seq.; the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, 16 U.S.C. § 661; and the National 
Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 668dd through 668ee. 

4. The National Park Service has authority to enter into this MOU pursuant to 16 U.S.C. §§ 1 through 
3, its organic act. 

5. The Forest Service has the authority to enter into this MOU pursuant to. the Organic 
Administration Act of1897, 16 U.S.C. § 551, and the Multiple Use-Sustained Yield Act, 16 U.S.C. 
§ 528 et seq. 

III. THE PARTIES 

1. National Geographic Society 

Founded in 1888, NGS is one of the world's largest nonprofit scientific and educational 
organizations. Its mission is to increase and diffuse geographic knowledge, while promoting 
conservation of the world's cultural and natural resources. The NGS CSD conducts geotourism 
projects that combine the expertise ofCSD, the design capabilities ofNGS maps. and the knowledge 
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.· 

and mvoWem~nHsttO:cat ·people aHo·uri5m d"estiriati~ns t6 facilitate ~fJeetive'stewatdship;·of cultural 
and'natufiifreSOUfCCS:-:i: ··w .::·,;-.. _,. ,, :.-L ·:··.w:.;• f : <· :. : : · ·· ~ .. ~ ·, : :.:rc· :. :.:•: i ·. ~ :. ::<: · _ _..\'; .. :••::·:: ·:.\ •-! <: .··;; : ;, ·, 

_2. Bureau oflndian Affairs . 
~ !: _ ,-: :: ~-;_ · . H ·::..::. -. .:~ :<:~.:: ::. :: : ·- -_- ; :.o:· :·f ~· ; ~ :~'L; .. 

Thtdlt/\~'~ ' DOl' agency, is responsible fohhe adininisitatioii ·ahd'riianagement:of;55;7 ·milliorf acres 
.i~·otland;held· in;trusfby thd.United· states for 'American ·Iilaiaris; 'mdian lribesf andi Alaska: Natives;.; 
·-aik'Consultiwiili' tnoes: tin· a goveriuneni~to.:govemiilenfbasis in iis managemeni-"<)r trusf resources . 

. -~ ·.~~- .. ~.. . .:. · .. .. : :~ · - · ·· :· ::· ~-~- ::~ . --.:>l." ['·! :·: , ~: :_ ~- ~- ~: : .• --2 : ~ --. ';: : -~'.: :_ ; f __ ·_. : ::: ~ .<:· : ' j ,• ".: . : :~·-: : = ~·-· -~!: _;;'_; :_· ;· :...--:: :.·.: :: ·~;~ _ :_(' ;_:: ~ '-~ ---

3. Bureau of Land Management 

The BLM, a DOl agency, sustains the health, diversity and prtidubfivity;of llie··public i~ds :ror the 
use ~d enjoyment of present and future generations. 

~-. :~ · ::.? 'i : ; : -: __ :-: .. -~ . .- :·_. ,: ~ .. --~~>:.:. ::;. _\ ··: ··:: ;-~- -.-~.-~ .. ··-: _::;:: ~~~~- :::::: :·; · :. ;;.-.. =_ -·~ ; - · _:: : · \: -~· · .:·. ~.i' :':.; ' ... _ .. \' ; ~-· .":- . ·._;.- : ;; · ~-:;:;. ; · :_, : . · .. ~ 

4. United St~t~Fi$h '@d Wildlife:Service: '; ' .,. :'·:: '·.· ._: ;, ' .·.<· :' _,,·:. ··.:.·:_,., ':, '<- ' ,~-<-' :: i ... ~-- > 

, . ·The' Fws:~ i o'oi-'agertcy;' administers 'the National' Wildlife :Refuge s'ystem·for thin:dnser\i~tiori;~ ·. 
managemeht;:imcf (whenfappropriate) restoraiioh; or-fish,' wildlife; ·and piants··and iheir habitats 'for the 
benefit of present and future generations. 

-~ .- .:_:.!:-: ; .~ :~ .'f: r~i -: : ·;.: ._: -·: :··.J ;_ : ·,;·::_.: : : f~ · ~:: . ;.~:·: ~ : .: ·. ~ ::J ~: :- · ::.~: . . ~:. :: · : : ! : 1 ·: ·-L--· . .-. :::~· ~ i : .:-:~: .;· _ :-\ ~ :· ·:- :_ . ~_ .. _:_::. ~. ~: ·:: : :-:t :!: •. ~.:.: .:.:-: 

5. National Park~Stivice c:,··: ··: .. · .. · ... ·· .· :., ; . 

The'NPS~··a DOl agency, administers the Natiotial Park' System for the enjoylnent'ancfeducation'of 
;; ,: tlib public'arid mahlige5:'prognm1s>designed:to extehd'·thifberiefits;of natural iarid'tiiltural 'resource.: 

conservation and outdoor recreation throughout the United States and the world. NPS tourism :.''' · 
strategy promotes cooperative commun~cations programs with gateway community partners to 
ooucate'thti'public'abO\ifsustainabletourisiri 'e)qieiiences~ .::t . 'c;,', ·:··; ·'·'·'>· .'> -: .: : :':' <! •·. •. 

:· :;·.;";; ·; ·; .. ,.: .;> .. o:·. ·" ~:.~::- :.·,, ! i' .·· :·.', ·:·i .. ·. ~ ; · ::: ;:' ·: . 

6. Forest Service 

The FS, a USDA agency, adrniriisters.the national.forests'and: n·atioiial' grasslandS to' meet America's 
present and future needs for outdoor r:ecreation while protecting the healt~ diversity, and productivity 

:~ ··orthose lands; ·: · ·, : .... · · · '· ; ·_. ;. ,: · ,~ , ::., :: .. : .:~ .- · · .· ' ·'-' ·. ·· '· .. ·, -·.· .. : .. '' . ·' _;_ '::,·:: . · · "' .-_, .. , :-:' ·;::..:· :· ·.' ·: · ,, ~·;· ;· 

1. This MOU builds upon the collaboration of the NGS and the agencies on geotourism projects. 
: ~ . :: · : : · : i • .. ' \ ·. :: -_.. :· ~ : · ·:· ,:!.~ _:: ·._;: · · •.·: . ."· ;_ • ( . . r ·, ·: .. ,~ ·.' .. :: ,"~ --: ~-~. :· . ~· : . _, ·. ~ - ; _; )~ .>::.-:. · -~~- ~ : .. ~ ~- ~ ~ ~ : ' ~;; . : ;-: ; _ J 1._.·::·, ~ =: :,-: •, ;. :· · ·:;~· ~· ·;-

2. Geotourism piincipl~pi'omote sustainable practices'that protect and resp~fnaturai ·babitatS~ ' 
heritage sites. scenic appeal, and local culture. Applying geotourism principles will enhance local 
commiliiitie·s'·' social; en~iionmerital/and ecoh~fuic' quruity 'of life~ ·while 'pfuducing econoitlic•and' 

.: ·sb'Ciat ' iiiceitti~:~, ~~~,~~n5erv~t~~~;,_-~~ot~~~ie~:: ~~ ,t~~~~~~i~~: ::·.:· ;; .. ,::, . '- :. ·:·,:·· '·; · · .. '; '. : .~ ·, ::.:',' .~~;· -:. -,-:;-~-~-~ -·. :c. 
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.. 3. American.J,ndian N.atio~ rep~11ta rjch,and po~e~lherjtage~ C:,O,O,~.~U.t.~~~ ,t~ ,~~,~i~e~~ · . .. 
cultures in America. The NGS and the agencies recognize and respect the sov~r~iJPttY Q.(tribal , 
nations and each tribe's approach to geotourism. · .. · · ·· "'· ·'' · ·· 

4. The work conducted under this MOU will enhance the parties' abiliti~s 'to coll~b~~t~'with local 
. - organj~tions,:tri\)~, ~d co~muvi~i.~ !tl~~ir. promoti~n of.ge,~tol;lrism~ : Th~e CQ~u,ni,y-:b~ed 
tourism;.paJ1~m.hjp~ ,~e gen~.r~lly .i}liti.a~_¢.by_ap ~ll~~~e of,!q~~l in~'ly.ici~als, flll4. prganiz~tjqps ~hat 
rep.~l)tJhe; dijfe~1,1t. fac~~ of geoto~sm, ipcludi~g b;istory,. nature ~d , th~ en"ir<>lll)l~nl •. ~.c~mery, 
culture, and cuisine. These local civic groups are called gootourism' stewardship councils:·. .. . 

1:.:.·. : .. ·: :· ; ;'. 

• .. :; .... ~ : i~ .t. r .. ; " :! : ~ • :' • :- •. 

• ~:•:";·, " i ,· ~ :.', , ' ,, f ':.!~ , " :, ' , .. ( ~: f ~ j I • 

To the extent authorized by Jaw and consistent with agency management objectives, NGS and the 
agencies agree to apply the following geotourism principles .in iqtplemenJing this MOQ: ·' ... . . 

.• - ' ~ I_ :. •. : ,,,;.,' • .. : .. ~ .:. • .• · :~. ·.; ... : •• -: ~ . :, 

lntegP,ty .ofJ~l.a~e. -J~~spec~ local c;uJ~r~ and ~~~.i,tion, an~ en.~an~e,g~graph,i~~l· ~~~~rt~tyugh 
.. · i~Pn.:>Y.~~en~.;~~~.t ~1di~ti,~ctiye:to ,th~.lo_cale .~d reflect~v.e, ~.qt~ natural ~~d, c.,..l\~ral -h~ryta_g~~ . -, 

. ~ · L.- -, .. ·t:~ . .r : ~! •• ;:.· ;·-~ f· ~. :, .. ·.··· ! .. i ,.. ; · ; . >;· . 

Sustainable Tourism. Anticipate development and consider management practices that sustain 
natural habitats, heritage sites, scenic appeal, and local culture at geotouris~ sit~s:: :: . . . . ~ . 

· ~arket.P.iJJ:er~n~l~~on •. ·,Pro.mo~e the uniqu~,qualities of Cc;lmrn~rliti~ .to ~.nco!lt;age 81:0\~th i~f , 
to~rism Jn~e~: ~~grp~J~ roPSt li~~IY. ,Q_ ~PPt:e.c~~.t~. -respect, .and ,disse~_it:t~te infonn~~Qn abo,_~t those 
quali~ies .. :.·. ·· ~ < .~;?;,·= ·: .' ),~ : } ~-' · l::~_:_~~~~: • . ~ :: t : .. ~~--~ ... )L ~ ~: .... : ;. ~: .. _. ...... ~-;?; ~"! .: .... : . ·.. .· ·.:-:..-~.:..i" /. ;r :: . . : r . -~ - . 

.-_. i :·. ::r_ ;· · . .~':_~·.;.· -:·:,\;~·~c··· \.·· . : ·. _.;: .' .··: ·:.- - . : ;t:..·:·' .. . . · ; · { ;/} · . : : ·:: ':·;·:;_~\ ;···~:·: :,; . ... _, .... ~ . .. . -:1. .-:i:) \:: -· ;;: 

Tourist SatisfaCtion. Strive for an engagi_qg aqd .it:tf9~ati_x~ visitor experience ~ .. 1bat_geotourisl$ 
will impart their positive experience to others. 

Community Investment. Inform communities of how to use geotourism to promo~e 'ilieii -~~~I ·.; 
berj~g~, and. develop_!apprpach~S . ~9 tQ.~rism tpat (o~ter geoto.urism~ . , .··. , · ·. ; ,, _._.: ''. ; 

.. " ~~~~~~;no~s· Kno~i~dge: ·, J~clud~ indigen~us .. k~~~~d~~. -~~it~·re, :~d hist~~ ·i~ -~~~Uri~~; pr.oJ~ts. 

Community Benefit. Foster understanding of the benefits of geotourism, including employment of 
local workers, services, produc.~ •. 'AA<!. S\lppljes in l~"~l t>u!:!iJ!e~ses_,~d ,emp~asis .o~ .th~lu.niquen~s of 
local people and places to enhance their value as tourism destinations. 

P~~~~~tlrin. a~d ·E~ba~c~O:~n~ ~·f ~tl~atlo~· :A~peal. C~~i'd~r ~~ag~~e~t p~~t~~~ ·ih~~ ·~ustain 
natu,rat h.~itats, . h_eri.tage, si,t~, aes~hetic ~p~al; aqd IQc~l. culture ~t . geotour:i~m. sites . ....... , ! ·.::. 

: ~ .. ' . . ~ . . 
·:·:s '~ s ·~··; , ·~ :..{;; . :J;.~ · ·,· ; :t -:.: .:\ . ·:·.~/ ·.• ':··, •. '"t '/ '\.: · -~· .. ' 1 :' · ~ .} · •• ·; .: .: ,· ,:: • - . • i. :: ~-·· : .. ~- · =;: :.· :; ; . 1. :~ 

L.~nd, U~e~ A!l~icip!lt.e d.~~~lop~c;mt ~~ .. c:o11sid~r m~nagement, P,raY.~i.c_es. ,tlla~ address· potenti~l ... ... . 
overdevelopmeilt, loss of open space,_.~~ de~atjOJ1. ~t .geoto.~rj~m .sit~s.,. ~nc,<;m~ge .tan~ ~us~-~~t is 
sensitive to the unique natural and cultural characteristics of geotourism destinations. 
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I~te;:~~~~,Int~~r~~~~~-.': .~;~nn :~~i~~r.;· i·~-~~~~i~~,~~Ys :~b~~~·~~ ~~~~~~~-~:~~~~~~:~l; ' : _. _· .. . :· 
geotoUrism destifuitions. 'Encourage residents·in the vicinity .of:geotourism d,esqna~iop.s. tq .parti~_ip~te 
in developing and disseminating interpretive messages about those destinations. :~ 1 :·•:,, .· 

Ev&Ju·atioii~ .. n6velop' aproeessfor·(waluating·g~tourismptoj~ts.: •.c :::!.=':-·.: ':~:: .,:: ,_ .. ,, .. " . .:: 

VI
·::: .·:--s; c,·:: ·o·. · ·-~~:·0; .F-~ - -~o- -~·:·. ::·~ . :.· : .. ;·,i:.:_: ._;:;. .::, __ ;;.;' .. ,:'. ·, :: .. · ·· ~ ·.::':· , : :::,· ·~';':·:_., ; ': ' :;, _. :._ .','_· ,,_. _:·_ .. _'·:··.<· _,.:~ --~ -· ... ~,:_.-. ·, ':·,..· . " ·:.: . ~ : · ._,_,_ "· 

. : ·-~ -:· . . : . .· .. -:~:.:·; : . . 
. ::: :. 'i• . ~ •· •. ·· ·; : . . · : :·:,· .• . . ~.- . ~ • •• ' . -· ·. . - • • • ' 

.. ' _ . .. · .;· ·:' J.'' :. ·: .. ::':· ·.···'· · · • ,,.. ' ~ :' : ·. · .. ~ . :.' ·~! . ; · ~ ·· · r ~ .. • · ·, . ;:}. ? ; :: · . . .;:;· .. ~ :;' : ·: ... · . . ; .. : :::·.: .}. - ~.: :: .{}_ , "·.· ~ ;:; :t:.;·J ·., ·i· 

· To·the ·ex.tent"authorized by -law: and consistent with-agency ·management Ql>Jectlv~, NJJS. ~d:llt~, : 
agencies agree to: · 

~ - ~ :.:< .. i:.::_ (_.-; _~; . · , :: ~ : 1 :.~ ·: ·~ · · .; ::·~;. ·. _. : ·:}l: "l: :::.: ·.:.: . . : ; ~ l. d ~.'t:' :: (; · ~· ·:::!·· : _:: .. > '·! :~· · =. ~ ~ .. , 
1. Geoto~Hsni'De5tinations~and Community Support,, ;_,: : :; ·,,,. .. ~,~:> .. .'·; \ ,~·:: ::•:; :\,J~;, ·:; ~,~ : ~.<~, ,; · 

· ... ·rti ' : : , ~: h:·~: ·::: . . ::· .. ..:-:~ ·.-. ~ 

a. Raise public and community awareness of the role and benefits of geotourism in conserving sites 
and attraCtioiiS'ori Federahmd Ihdimi lands. > .:. ·. ·.::;:·;:, . i;·: ~ , : ' :'.· ' ::: ·:' ' .·, · . ·_. , : ,:· ·:- · ·< 'C ·· .. . ,. 

b. Encourage_ the public, communities, tribes, and visitors to beco~~ ... f~;~l~~~ .kt ~~~~~~i~g;.. ·. :' · · 
geotourism 'sft~: .·· :· ·., ,: .·.·: ,·_·;. , :'· · ·,• '·· ··· : :.·. ·, <:>,:. ; , :_. ... :·: .. -.. ~ _.: -,.., .·.:-.: '· _:.- .: ..-:-· .... : ..... -.. ~ ! : :· .·. : , - :-.. ,·:: .. 

c. Work with locill iildividuais ·and organizations that represent th~_ qiffereot ~ew.of geQtpuri~m to 
create geotourism stewardship councils. · · · ' ' · .. .. · .. · ·' 

d. Provide information to geotourism stewardship councils an<!J~~-.I?.~~~i-~.r~,g~p_g_gc:o~P~l:lf-.(~91 J . 
attractions on Federal and Indian lands. N • ... . .. .. • • • -· · · · • • • • • • 

i ~ :: · : >·:·· .. :,:··: :.:~ -:~ · .: . .' . .. . . .. ' 
. ·-~: ·· . · __ ;::::·-~.- :: ... ;i_ .: : .. .-. ::~ -~ ; .: : .. _: ~=-. :·) _: :~!:) :- -;·: ... ~. ! .:· :~ -·~-~r~ ~ ~ - ~ ::;:.:··.!·; ,·: ·: : ; _~ ~ : -.-~~~~; ~·; ·-.. :::.:- .. ~---:· :·:.:: ~,-. .. · 

e. Provide educational and technical assistance ·and. research r~gardb~g geq~oUJ:i~n:t ... tp .• g~t9'Uii~~ , 
stewardship councils and work with them to promote geotourism. · · · · · · ·· 

·,.!•"•. ! > ; : ·\ .: -~~; : .. : ~ :· · ::' : ~ , I ', ~.:. • • ;• • ;' ::: : ' ·(, 
1

: ' : : : ~ ~· .:: :-_. it: , • . ".:. ·.' :> :.: ~ . .: . ~~: .: , • ! ~~. • , >:··. _:·..,~.': ~ ~ • :1.:~ : ~.', : 

f. Develop: educational and visitor :servic~ programs tha.t promo.te geo_t9prism 'p.rl!l_~ipj~ ~n, ·~~e~l 
and Indian lands. ·· 
. . . :-·: ~ . . . . . ·.. . ' . ,. . 
; .· ~- . . . , . : .. • 1. _,_;· .. -- . ,: ·:·- . . :_::: ... . ~ d •• ~ : • •• •• • • _; <;.:. :: . ,; ~ ·::.~ ~. : :~ · ::-· .. : ·:··.:: . ,. , '.; . :·: .· ~ .. :. : · ->;: ·: .':" · '; ,· ··:r.:: , ;~ -< ! 

g. Jointly develop materials and programs that foster C!-unmuni~y. tt1JJal; :and;vis~tor: ~w~qe,$~ 9fand 
commitment to the conservation of natural and cultural resources thiOugh goototirisrii oii Fedim!hnd 
Indian lands. ·· ,. :' ,. · ..... ... . -· .... ~ .. , ,~ ... : '., , ·..... · ·:-;· : · : .· ., ... , .- .: ... . ··= .. -~ . ... , · . . ·. ··.·.·,· .. · · .. 

# : :.~ . :..· ; '" ; : ; ~-: ·.-: •• '. 

h. Develop and track geotourism projects on Federal and Indian lands. 
·_:··.-.-:-.:: .. ·.:·· .. ->·::- _: _:·::_:; __ · .~· ·/;~ -:; _ ·. ~- --~= : ·:,; .... : _; .·;;-::.·''-_. . · ) ; -~-: . . · ... ... ~ : .:-.:-- ... 

·. 2; · Voltndeei'ing; Public Sernce,-and:Collaboration. With Other: Entities . :: . . •·•. <.' _:,: :r .. : :;:.-c , 

a. E~courage the involvement of youth by developing age-ap~~~1~t~-.. ~~·t~~ri~'p~~~:th~t · 
·enoouriige'active:outdoorexperiences:::_,_ · ;; . ... :: . ;: :· ::, , ... ,._,. : ·.~ ;.: :;·-' · > ·' :.<::: ... ; . . _ ;;. __ , :;- !/ :: 
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b. Incorporate geotourism principles into programs for volunteer and other public service events and 
days of national recognition, such: asNat~onal P.ubJic Lands Pay;·Nationlll Fishing and Boati1,1g .. 

· 'Week,.·National Trails Day,~ Winter Trails Day, Great,Outd.oors Month, ~d Wonderfui'Ou~do.or ··' -~ 
World. · :. · ·\ _., :'.· -.. .· ·_,_,>.. ··-~ ·,·, ·: .; , ,, ... ··, .. '··. · .... , .· · · 

•· •.• _;·· . ' •• ; !,, 

c. Promote the understanding and~appli~atioil of:geo,tourism principles jn:rel_at~p~ships ~it~ .~~~~l, _: 
State, tribal, and other Federal entities, such as the National Association of Counties, Western State 
Governors Association, American Indian Alaskan Native Tourism Association, Western -State .. , i 

Tourism Policy Council, Southeast Tourism Policy Council, America's By\vays Resource Center, 
Travel InduStry of Americ~ Advisory. Council on Historic =Preservatiol;l, anc;l. ,c;:ll,~be~ _~f. commer~e. 

d. Apply geotourism principles at the community, State, tribal, regional, and national l~~el~:i~ '. . 
planning, establishing, maintaining, and p~mo_ti~8. 9ti~~-~o~ r~r~~i~l} '1~~t9.r.-~o~o~uniti.es ~n·· · . . 
Federal and Indian lands. ·-- ·· · .. .. 

·- ~ ·-~·· ... ~·- = ·'····,':·~· : _r .. ·.:~: ... -,, ·; . . :•: . :, .;,·.·.r·: . !!' 

e. Identify opportunities to work with universities, cooperative. exteri~i9n :fllcilities,_,aJ1d other 
research facilities on geotourism. 

-!i ,':).~ :;~. ··,t . • :- .~ .. i: ..... : .· ... ~. ~ : :· ·-\ ~:~:· :} ; 
• \ • -. ! • ' ~ • _,; : . .. • ' ·-~ : ~ • 

f. As appropriate, engage other agencies in DOl and USDA in implementing this MQ.U . .. ,. :c.: 1 . . 

g. 'Edutate appropriil:te! sttiff about geotourism .. and:how to apply:it in ~_it; programs-. ... , .·, ,; ., , , .. , 

• !' ~ ::• • ~ : ·~ l .,; :; • ' •' o' I ' ' .. t, , , • ~ .: : \.' ~ j• , 

a. Emphasize the importance of natural and cu1tural assets in indu~~~:~i~i~~~ i~ return i~' ~, ... . ;:, 
coilimuriiiy·orregion·that"applies·geo_tourism principles: . :·, '· .. , .. ,_.· ... :.,,j:. '·.<: · ... :·:· '-· .· . 

•• ~:.;· :··)' ; ''• • .. :- •'·· • • ·; ..... J . . ; • • i ~" ! ~ -~ _ ,: ••. · ... ~. ij..:' • . ~ . 

b. Encourage the design and retention of recreational facilities that are consistent with applicable law 
arid. policy,:geotoiirism· prineiples;-art<hhe g<>ids·oflocal geotourism . stew~$hip councils.~:; 

. c •.. Share the parties' research and social science capabilities to measure social, env{~n~~~~i, ~ 
. ee()nomi~ ·benefits• from th_e aj>plication·of,geotourism princip!es· ,.• : . ·,, .... ··. " .: -.-:, . . . ' . 

.. - ·:, . . . -. . ·· .. :. ·;~· i:' · ' .. . :· ·;. ·; · · . .:·~ ·: £~ ....... ···.~J .', 1.\ '•. ;: : .• ·~· · · . • . • :~~· ... '~ .• • ·': _:_ ...... ~~- . 
.. ' . . . . ' ~· ~ 

d. Encourage funding of projects that promote application of geotourism principles. . · ..... , . , .~~~:.: 

~ - · · . ~ .: . ·: fG. ·. ·.~ ·~ .• ~ . . ;·:-;··"! ·;· ... · ·:. f•,:. ·.,·. 
•• .•.•• • 1 

VII. GEOTOURISM WORKING GROUP AND PRINCIPAL CONTACTS 

1. NGS and the agencies\vill.joiritly;~~bli~h·~e:G~to~rt$~: \Y~~tqng .Gr.o~p an~ .Vt:ill ind~vidu.~ly 
appoint a representative to that group. .. ·· · .. · ---- · · · .... 

_{·-~ ~ .. ;: :,·( ·:', . : .. :"-_·: ~ · . . : .. 0:'''',: · .. ; ~ ;.': '•'. -: -_;. ·~ - ;._ · . .. . .: '; ··.-::~ .. :.· 

2. The following will be the principal contacts for their respective agencies and N.GS, as ~ell _as, ~e 
Geotourism Working Group. · 
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. .:·:· 

Director, Center for Sustainable Destinations 
National'Cieographic SoeietY: : .'!: ··::·:· ·:.·. ·:::·'. :, ·' .. ·>. :.'.:: . · .:I ·· ., , . · . ': .. _, :" ~ · .- .,...; :< ~-' :/.: ,, .L-; -:' ..... .... .... _ _. ~ .. :i ·; 

-'H4S ,,m. ·stteet:-N~W/ ; f' ::r;, __ ; , ~ ~_ : :>, .- _., .. : ~ .. ; L·:.-. :i;· ::~, . · -.··--.-·:;·_;,<:> . . _.;:, ···<-"·,,_,., _,, . ·< .. ... .,,_1;;: ,_,_ ·. 

Washington,D.C. 20036-4688 : [·_.; :!::: ;: ,: :.:·; :<·:, · · ·,>~ , .=.r·· ·· · -::· ~ :: · ;_._ :-- .·· ., .. , · : .. ;_ . . ... , ·.r;,-'..< :·. 

(tcJ) 202-828-6671 (fax) 202-429-5712 
;, :,· . .. :: ' · . -,; : ~ . ';_.;·.:- ..... -.. , :·.:. ,., •.,._. •.. , .- ·::·-> .• -~ -:;.,: .:;•··~··· : · ·: .. .. . r:.-. ·· :;-.-:c:-:;.c .. ·· ·: ::). · '- ·;;- .-. .... :,·, ,_. , .. ,_.: :-· ; .-. ;, ,.ex •; , · .. 

Director,NationalLandscapeConservationSystemaild-Coinmt.mityPartnersllips_, ,, ·. ,~ , ., , , ,., __ ; .. · .. · .:· ' ~·~ :: 
Bureau of Land Management 

· .. ·~ . 
_(tel) 202-208~35.16 (fax) 202~606-3156 - .. ,.:, .- .. , . ·. · .... : , .. · :. .. . ,_ . . ,,, , . ... , .... · ... . . .. · ... . : . . •: · :::-.. . 

1 
.. 

.. , . } 

~ : :,_;. ~ : 
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 3251 

t-:W~a~sh-:in;.....,gt:;:.;co~n;;.;;,~D~.C~ • ..:..;.2~0~2~40~;;..;'-0,-----------------------.,. ____ ....,_ .. ....-:-~., :-<:>;·; ··:-.: 

(teJ) 202-208-5333 •. (fax)202-208.~3.082 . .. . - ::. , .. ,' • ' , ...... : • • • I • • ' • ~ ' ' ' . . . . ·. ... : ' ~ .• 

•.. • . -: : ~ .: . • . . : . . : • . ·. • : _: . ; := . ;. . : . . t 
Deputy Bureau Director;. Indian Services ; .. . .' . .. _ . _ 
BureauoflndianAff8irs : : .~ ~ -- -... . : .~ ·.-.: -~- - : ·.~ - ~ ~ __ ........ #, .. · ~ ~ · •·· · 

, : ,;. " • • f ' ,: : . • . • .• I ', • • ' i ,• .. -. - : ; • ! '. ,• • ~;": ' • ,., , 

1849.CStreet,N~W.,MS4160. ,_·- . .... .. ... .. ... .. · . , , ,, :. ·.-. ··' ·;·- · .. . _, _,, ... :' :· .- . , ~)'.' 

Washington n;c~ 20240 . . .. . . ., 
(tel}2ot.:st3.:764o '(rur2o2-2os.;6334· · · ... ·. 

Associate Di~ctor, Partnerships and Visitor Experience 
NationatPai'kSeivice .. -: ... ... , · · ·'" ' '· ' · ·~ , ., __ :. ·. - ~ · .. · . ... · . . : .. : · <··~;· _ .. · ... . · ' :\ : -~ ·.- . , ; ; ... ;_,;•· .: i' · : 
'l20fEye Street. NW. ··•: ··"' ·.· .. ,. , ... .... , ' _ ._-_.,,_ ~ ::, •: .. >· : .. ' · :::; ·?_"·' ··;:r ;;F:·:•: . . ....-:_ .. , _ ::. _ .. _. :·. ,: ' '.;·_,.-, , ,· . ~ _.- · ;,- .. ,, ,·: :_,·:· · :.<· - : : .~ =1 :-· 

. Washington~·o:c ... -20240 .,: .. > · .' · ' ' .' ·-:: .. :. :: •• c'.< : ' ·.: -: .-.: : ;::. ' ·' ' • .. .!" : '. : . , ·' · :;;' i ,:.')"L'"': : ·· . : . ' ··>. ·. .: .. ·,_;. .. .-·. ;.::. 
_(tel) 202.:.20B-4829:Cf&Xl 2o2.::2t9:.2273·· . · :'"'' . ·.··.,_ .... ,~.· · .-. ,_,: -:, .. , , -:: :;: ... r: .. ;. ·_, ·:·-_,,., __ . -:; .:-:- , ,:.~· -: : ·c:j : ·.; · : . _., . . . ,,_ -, .:: 

Director, R~tion. Heritage, and Volunteer Resources Staff 
U.S.- ForeSt' Set-Vic({·· .. •:,:.: -: .. . :· : : :~. :-; :._, ;: ·.::-: ; : .. ::: ' .. :.: :-·' ·:.,. · .- · :-.·.· ··- · .... ··· ' · · -. : .. !,' .';' :·. :· :, '· :.:: · .'/. i.o 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 1125 . ~, ··.:: . 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1125 

· .-:: £-.lf: ::,: ·.~ ~ ·-. ;: ~: . : :~ # ~_ > :: < } :: ~ ~ .. . ; ·!.:." .: :';: 

3. The members of the Geotourism Working Group will: 
· ... ·,: ··:: r:. · ~ - - : :. ·~· .. ::f. · ~· r· : :~; ~ · :· -· '· : ~· . :; ·:;- :_ :: ~ ·,,.,_·} ,:_ ~: :·: .·: 

a. Jointly coordinate projects uncl~r. thi.s MOU; ,;, , ,, ;:;:. = : • . · . . . 

b. Annually report on the accomplishments of the Geotourism Wo~ki~~'Gr~up ·i~ ~h~ p~iJ~:cihhis 
-MOl),· :an· d ·: :. : : , · ,, ~_:-:_; _ .. _,,_:·· .:_,·, ... ,- .. , , · .. --.-... --. · .. ~ .. · .. · · . · · , ... · · .· • ·. -· , · · 

. - . , J I , .,, : .. :.l !( .. ~ .. ·; .. _ · .' ; · i . ,, : · . · .-: ·, .:: · ·,· ,. , _-f .',o~ .. . ·· .. -..:: : ~· :)~ ·~ : ·~~;~ ~- · 

-~~ · : · .. ~ .. ;,:_ .. :;; ; -. . _:: ~- -- ~ = . .. :: :: ·;~ ~- ;~ _- _. · -: ;.• . ..... ~ : f:~: .- . .; ·:_ ... : · - : . · ~·· ,· . . \ ' ·· : ... _. ·· .. 
c. Participate in scheduled meetings and conference calls involving the Geotourism Workirig Group, 
including meetings to propose and discuss projects that may be conducted under this MOU. 
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VIII. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS . . -.. . . _.,. . .. -·. .. . ··-·- .. . . .. ~- .. ~-. - - ... ~ ... 
__ . . . ... ... _ .... ~ ~- - ... . . ... _ __ . 1:··,- ;: ._1 ~-:·· · • • : 'f· ... =;· .f. ~ :)·.~, .. ..... : .·:·. ·-':; .. .... ·: · ·-·r 

1. The pal1i~ wit~ han.dle !heir: o~n activi~ies_ and use their owli res(nii'ces~: iriclud_i~g)~¢;~~peq(jittire i 
of their own ~nd$, i~ pu~uJ~g lh~ .o~j_ectiVC?S e!l~itle~t~~ in-this MOO:·. Each .party wUJ c~ -out jts 
separate ac_tivities.in a coo_rdinat~ an_4m,u!ua_l!y ben_efidalrrumrier~ -- - --:~;;:: ·, . t·' ·_·:·!.---. .. , .. _ ·::;_::· . ;;-· 

.. - .. ··- . · .. f .:· ; --~·:·~-- :~--~:;\::· ·: ~--: ': ·;·-:,. ... .. _ ... ;.:·:..-- •' : . --.... ~ 

2. 1n impie~~~ting-thi~_Moil •. ·~~h .~g~~cy-~jt_~~ oP.eiC!~i~g~un~~-r}ts_o~~-~aws~_ reguiall~n~. ~ci -
policies, subject to the availability_:oJappr9pr.iaJed fun~·-.::. · -.·:_.. -r . ... 1-: ·: ·_;.,: .,,;·< ,.,:. · _, .. :: .::.-::·· • . . .. .. . . .. .. ... .. 

····· . .. ... -· . . . .. -- . . . .., .. ,_. . -· ... . __ :::_ )''): ·: .:~.=:~'.~ ·~ :·::..=.:\ ~ { .. ' l .• : ;; •• 

3. Nothing in--this MOU authorizes any of the. parties to obligate or. ttwl.sf~ (l!n(j~ .. Speci-f!~ -Pf9j~cts : 
or activities that-involve-the transfer of funds, . services,.or.property:among the p.ai.ties -·r:e_il~jre ,;: ~- : .? ; . 
execution of separate agreements and are contingent upon the availab.i.Iity_o_fapprQp_riat~ funds .. __ 
These activities must be -independently.authorized by .-·Statute ... • .This 'MOU:$1o~ n<>t provic;J~ t~~t ~ ·- ;; ·· · 
authority. Negotiation, execution, and administration of.these agreements~must comply~wi_th·'all..,-· ·' 

applicable law.- - -_ _ . - :. · .. _____ ·: __ -- -· -.. . .. --- ._ ~ ~- .... :.~.~-.. _.::~~-~.:·:,;:t.·--.- ,:=:.-:;:.~;:.;· -~;?_:.::.~ 
4. Unless·otherwise·agreed to in writing, NGS·will maintain - owri~rshlp·~a copyright itfahy ·•_:: .: :_:-. ·_ 
products. materials. or projects· it-creates under this MOU;-and granqp the.agencies of this MOU a .. 
paid-up~ · non exclusive; irrevocabJe. worldwide license-to such'Uenis;to· reproo~ce~ diStribute eopies~ .' 
perfonn: or display publicly by ·or on behalf of the Government Further:,._u.se .of..eather·Nas·' _':: : ·' _' 
trademarks, including the name, "National-Geographic,'' the Yellow Border:,I~~go;-and other Nos::~ 
trademarks and'sei'Vice mm-ks by the agencies or NGS's·use of~>; ~geJ1c~-~~esi:seais,: ~~~ols~-_.-,: . : 
characters, and 'marks wilroe negotiat~d · and documented in separate agreements/· ·: ... • . .; :-. · .. '· . :. : .i 

s. Other· than the agenCies' supPOit of geotourism pri~cipJes:.riothin~-~;ffii~ -~QJ/~~ii~.t..it~tes_.9t.-::: -. 
shall be.inierpreied to implfan ·endorsement by th~ -uruted States·ofany produc(~rY.i.~ •. o~opi}¥.o_h' 
ofNGS:·· Other than supporting geoiourisnl'"t>rinciples ·under this MOU~· the ~genCies ~ill. :n~t end9rs~ 
or give the appearance of endorsing ari"y'product, service, or opinion ~~>f:NGS i·ij )~pl~.ril~.~ing (his .·-. : MOU. - . .. . .. . - ·- ...... --- - :.;. · .... ~: ... --' :: .. · :·:- ,_ .. , , , , . 

- ... .- . -····- -· ... ~-
~ • . . . ---~ · ... . _ . : .):i:.· =· .: • ~ :. .• ··.: , ; ..... ~ ;:.? .. :~ )::~ .• •. ~ : ·· .< : . r:1· :·~~~: ~ ~~~~ . . ~ _:; .. :·~ ~ ... ·: 

6. Nothhtg ~ .. this _MQ(l is in.~en~~- to alter: limi~~ --or expail~ th~: agencies'· statutory;~~ ~~l~t~tr~ ·: 
authority. ·:." i. ·! ·:: _ ~>~- ::..--~ ·:: __ ., ,~ _.i .. ;:: · ~! : .-::·.;: ;· 

1. Thi~ MOU i~--~o· way r~trict!t~h~ agen(:i~ 9r NPS rrOn:t __ partic~patin~ ·i.~~i~·ila.._actifi~~~'~ith
1

'.-
. '• - .. .. ·- ·-· . ... • ' ...... . ---- . . ,. . . 

other public or private agencies, organizati~ns, and individuals . 
. !···i! . ':· .. ·' ' ·.·· -: : _ .. t!,;'•_•;r.,·~~:. ·~': 

8. This MOU is not intended to and does not create any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity;by a: party against-the United -StateS, its· 
agencies, its officers, or any person. 
i !~ .,. ~~ ~- . : .. -.f~ .: · ;r:: ~! ·: .... -.; : · _:··. ; ·~:~;· .· ._: .·!,::· • , ·.·.·.-.:· .< r. •. , ... : !,·.:,_ .1 \

6 
,. · ~t. ::· -~ :··· -:- : :1~ ·.;. '{ ·~ \i. ·. '· 

9. In accordance with the Byrd Anti-Lobbying Statute, 18 U.S.C. 431, no member of or.delegate .. to 
Congress ms,y benefit from this MOU either directly or indirectly. 

'! ': . ~ ,, ;., ..... \ · ~ ·:·.-. ,~ "-· ,i( ··· . . ·.-: . : . • ':. -:. '· ! . .... : :"_. - . :·: . .. ,l : : ;; ;:: ~~~;;: -: : .. : ... ~.!". - ~ : •• ··. ·:.: J 
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10. Any infonnation furnished to the agencies under this MOU is subject to the Freedom of 
lnfonnation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. · 

11. Other Federal agencies may be added to this MOU with the written concurrence of alJ the parties. 

12. This MOU takes effect on the date it is fully executed and will expire ten years from its effective 
date; it may be extended or amended upon written agreement of all the agencies and NGS. Either the 
Federal agencies collectively or NGS may tenninate this MOU after 60 days written notice. Any 
agency may terminate its participation in the MOU after 60 days written notice to other parties. 
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: ;•·:: ~ I j 

" ( o ~; I \o' . .. ., :. ~ .. ·. : . . . ;:· . . ··:· : : ;' . ..··; . ( 

.. · ~ :: L:·t· ~· .... ~ .. ~ . ~~ ) · r ~:: :_,·. · ~ 
IX. 

...... . ,.,.! ,..;,i:· .;: :J .. · .. /!. d ,, . . . ·:, ... , . ~·.; ., ') /.P. 1 u ?-
. : · ~. . . .~ .: , · DATE . 

i,: I ~~·: , ·~ • .:• 

. / Jk>.' ' 
~DATE 

Secretary, U.S. Department of th~ Interior 

MARK E. ·REY I 
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and the Environm~.;nt. . .S. Department of Agriculture 

• l 
D1\TE 

II.~#« 
Director. United Stat~ · 1d Wildlife Service 

-~-Og 
DATE 

DATE 

)() 



I give you permission to copy and print for presentation. 
Tyler D. Rupert 

Letter of support for The Sustainable Tahoe Expo 2013 

Date: 1/21/2014 

Hunga Ma Heshshe, Customary Washoe greeting ... translation, 'It is good to see you'. 

Let me start by introducing myself. My name is Tyler D. Rupert. I am a Washoe Tribal 
member, founder of the Washoe Growers Association and a Washoe Community Council 
Representative from the Carson Indian Colony located in Carson City Nevada. I attended and 
volunteered my expertise as a sound reinforcement technician. I supplied the public address 
sound equipment and technical support as well as temporary Master of Ceremonies. In 
attendance with me was my wife and daughters one of which is the current "Miss Washoe" 
Maggie Rupert. With two of my daughters Casey and Regina tended the craft booth that 
demonstrated and sold items created and constructed by my wife and daughters. 

During the 2013 Expo we participated in the day's activities and interacted with the attendees 
and staff. My Daughter, Miss Washoe, Maggie Rupert interacted with the public and staff as a 
representative of the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California. Answering questions related to 
the culture of the Washoe Tribe and the relationship. She also was interviewed by different 
media groups involved in the region. 

Sustainable Tahoe Expo 2013 was a valuable and advantageous experience with a high level 
of pride to be able to convey the Washoe culture and the history of the Washoe people's 
relationship with the Lake of our origination as well as our aboriginal homeland. We took part 
in ceremonies that have been long forgotten and once prohibited by law. To walk freely on the 
beach and speak with others about our people, cultures, and dreams of a better Tahoe. Of how 
the future could be, if we all worked together as one to heal the waters and safeguard the Lake 
and region for the future generations of all people with emphasis on the sustainability of the 
precious resources that we are blessed with. On how we could build a better local economy 
through Gee-tourism, local history and the Tahoe culture of the present by looking back to the 
past, to build a better more cohesive relationship to the Lake Tahoe region and each other's 
cultures. 



As a Washoe Tribal member I am greatly concerned with the sustainability and preservation 
of our aboriginal homeland for generations to come. I say this not only for the Washoe but, for 
all of mankind. We all know that we cannot turn back the clock or restore any that is lost. Thus 
lays the importance of Sustainability. The Sustainable Tahoe Organization is at the forefront of 
this fight leading the work that needs to be done and I am proud to fight and work alongside of 
them, to raise awareness of the value of Sustainability. 

As a Washoe Tribal Representative it is my duty to be involved in every action to protect, 
sustain and improve the very existence and status of the Lake Tahoe Basin, the Washoe's place 
of origination and aboriginal homeland. To strive to return to the Lake once again, to be a part 
of its life and be a part of ours one day, even if it is for one day at a time. 

At this time I would like to thank the Sustainable Tahoe Organization for allowing us to be a 
part of the Sustainable Tahoe Expo 2013 and look forward to the 2014 Expo with more Washoe 
Tribal sanctioned participation. I also would like to say that I am honored to be part of such an 
incredibly visionary event and to be able to work with everyone involved in this venture. Most 
importantly I want to thank you, the El Dorado County Supervisors for supporting and being 
involved in the sustainability of our Nation's most important natural resource, Lake Tahoe. 

Me leegee gabagee (Washoe farewell... translation ... 'see you sometime in the future') 

Thank you, 

Washoe Tribal Member #1080 
Founder of the Washoe Growers Association 
Carson Indian Colony Community Council Member 


