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THE NEED: VICKI’S STORY 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Commercial sexual exploitation (CSE) is the sexual abuse of children and youth 
through the exchange of sex or sexual acts for drugs, food, shelter, protection, 
other basics of life, and/or money. Sexual exploitation includes: 

 Involving children and youth in creating pornography. 

 Involving children and youth in creating sexually explicit websites.  

A child identified as a victim of CSE is considered a commercially sexually 

exploited child (CSEC).   CSEC are often victims of: 

 Domestic Human Trafficking 

 Modern Day Slavery 
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THE SCOPE 

Commercially Sexually Exploited Children  

National Statistics 
The Justice Department estimates that each year at least 200,000 children are trafficked for 
sex in the U.S., The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) estimates that as many as 300,000 
children are at risk of becoming victims of CSE in the United States.  

Approximately 83 percent of confirmed sex trafficking victims in this country are United States 
citizens, and 40 percent of cases involve children. 
There are 399,546 Foster Youth in the United States: 
 96,809 in California 
 428 in El Dorado County 

There are 494,131 Juvenile Probation Youth in the United States: 
 118,058 in California  
 375 in El Dorado County 

Human trafficking, which includes  commercial sexual exploitation (CSE), is a $32 billion per 
year worldwide industry.   After drug trafficking and counterfeiting, it is the world’s most 
profitable criminal activity.  
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services , Administration for Children, Youth and Families (ACYF), Guidance to States and Services on  Addressing Human Trafficking of Children and Youth in  

the United States (2014) 

Child Welfare Information Gateway. Available online at https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/foster.cfm 

National Center for Juvenile Justice. (2013). National Juvenile Court Data Archive: Juvenile court case records 1985-2010  
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THE SCOPE 

CSEC in California  

Within the United States, California has emerged as a magnet for commercial sexual 
exploitation (“CSE”) of children (“CSEC”). The FBI has determined that three of the nation’s 
thirteen High Intensity Child Prostitution areas are located in California: the San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, and San Diego metropolitan areas.  

 Attorney General Kamala Harris stated that “Human trafficking is big business in 
California and is a high profit criminal industry that has expanded across the 
globe.” 
 A report conducted by the California Child Welfare Council found that anywhere 

from 50 percent to 80 percent of the victims of commercial sexual exploitation, 
including child sex trafficking, are, or were formerly, involved with child welfare. 
 A survey conducted by the Los Angeles Probation Department revealed that 59 

percent of the 174 juveniles arrested on prostitution-related charges in the County 
were in the foster care system and victims were often recruited by sex traffickers 
and pimps from group homes.  

 

Kate Walker, California Child Welfare Council, Ending The Commercial Sexual Exploitation Of Children: A Call For Multi-System Collaboration In California (2013) 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services , Administration for Children, Youth and Families (ACYF), Guidance to States and Services on  Addressing Human Trafficking of Children and Youth in 
the United States (2014) 
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THE SCOPE 

CSEC in El Dorado County 
 

2010 – 2012 
 Identified Child Welfare Services CSEC Cases: 3 

 
2013 – Present 

 Identified Child Welfare Services and Probation CSEC 
Cases: 15  
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THE SCOPE 

Barriers 

 Technology 

 Computers and the internet (social media sites, bulletin boards, adult 

classifieds, escort web sites, file sharing, the deep web) 

 Mobile Devices (texting, email, Twitter, Snapchat, KIK) 

 Data Collection and Sharing (Attorney General’s CSEC Roundtable, Thorn) 

 Thorn drives technology innovation to fight the sexual exploitation of children. 

The Thorn Technology Task Force is comprised of more than 20 leading 

technology companies (Goggle, Microsoft, Twitter, Yahoo) that lend their 

knowledge, time and resources.  

 Funding and Specialized Training 

 Changing the Conversation 

7 14-0499 A 7 of 21



THE SCOPE 

Thousands of sites, networks, and forums offer  
i l legal child pornography and information about child  
sexual exploitation. 

MOST U.S. CHILD 
SEX TRAFFICKING 
RANSACTIONS  
OCCUR ONLINE. 
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THE SCOPE 

Thousands of sites, networks, and forums offer  
i l legal child pornography and information about child  
sexual exploitation. 

MOST U.S. CHILD 
SEX TRAFFICKING 
TRANSACTIONS  
OCCUR ONLINE. 
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CSEC IN THE MEDIA AND THE SACRAMENTO HUB 

10 

Sacramento is a 
central hub for sex 

trafficking. 
 

 Centrally located 
between Stockton, 
the Bay Area, and 
Reno. 

 Major freeways 
intersect in 
Sacramento 
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CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE COUNCIL 

The Child Welfare Council was created by the California Legislature to serve as an advisory 
body to improve the collaboration and processes of the multiple agencies, programs and courts 
that serve children and youth in California’s child welfare and foster care systems.  

Child Welfare Council  Initiatives: 

 Placement: Establish safe and secure emergency and transitional placements for CSEC 

victims. 

 Identification: Implement cross-system screening tools to identify CSEC and those at risk. 

 Training: Mandate training for all professionals working with youth in child-serving systems. 

 Data: Develop protocols and strategies to coordinate, collect and share data across 

systems. 
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THE FYHT TASK FORCE 

The Foster Youth and Human Trafficking Task Force 
(FYHT) 

 

First Identified CSEC in El Dorado County: May 2010 

First Task Force Planning Meeting: November 2013 

First FYHT Case Staffing: November 2013 

Task Force Members must have a strong working knowledge of their individual 
disciplines, to include the policy & procedures of their departments, the laws and 

regulations that govern their profession;  

and 

THE ABSOLUTE DESIRE TO SERVE ON THE TASK FORCE. 
 

 

12 14-0499 A 12 of 21



THE FYHT TASK FORCE 
 Agency Representation:  Who’s at 

the Table? 
 El Dorado County 

Health & Human 

Services Agency 

 Child Welfare 

Services (CWS) 

 Public Health 

 Mental Health 

 El Dorado County 

Probation  

 El Dorado County 

Office of Education 

 

 El Dorado 
County Sheriff’s 
Office 

 El Dorado 
County District 
Attorney’s 
Office 

 El Dorado 
County Counsel  

 Placerville 
Police 
Department 
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FYHT: A MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM (MDT)  

Chief Brian Richart –  County Probation 

 CSEC youth transition between the 

delinquency and dependency courts. 

 Our agencies share the responsibility to provide 

treatment and services to the children and 

families of El Dorado County. 

 The FYHT MDT has resulted in increased 

collaboration between HHSA and County 

Probation. 

 These collaborative efforts will improve the 

immediate and long term outcomes for the 

children and families we serve. 

 

Paula Frantz – County Counsel 

 MDT  

 Functions, Process, and 

Confidentiality 

 Lessons Learned 

 The roles of the FYHT Task Force and 

the Child Protection Unit (CPU) 
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FYHT: LAW ENFORCEMENT  

 District  Attorney’s Office 

 LT. Kim Nida – Placerville Police Department 

 Detective Netashia Gallagher – El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office – West Slope 

 Detective Paul Kuhn – El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office – South Lake Tahoe 
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THE FYHT TASK FORCE: TOOLS FOR COLLABORATION 

California Department of Justice Missing 
Persons Form (CJIS 8568) This is the tool that has 

opened the doors of 

communication between 

Child Welfare Services 

and Law Enforcement for 

the identification and 

treatment of CSEC 

victims. 
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THE FYHT TASK FORCE: TOOLS FOR COLLABORATION 

FYHT BOLO 

The FYHT Bulletin was created by El Dorado 

County Health and Human Services Agency as a 

tool to be distributed to law enforcement and our 

task force partners.  This BOLO gives a face to 

the victim, changes the conversation, and invests 

everyone in the safety of the child. 
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THE FYHT TASK FORCE: INITIATIVES, EMERGING PRACTICES AND NEEDS 

 

 HHSA  and FYHT work in collaboration with the El Dorado County Child Abuse Prevention 
Council (CAPC).  CAPC sponsors the mandated reporter training in El Dorado County, and 
we are working with the Council to include CSEC and Human Trafficking as part of the 
required training curriculum for mandated reporters. 

 The FYHT Task Force is one of a handful of CSEC task forces in California.  The FYHT 
Task Force has been identified by CWDA and the State Attorney General’s Office as a 
promising and innovative task force model. 

 SB1193 makes it a requirement for specified businesses (i.e. establishments with a license 
to sell alcohol for off-site consumption, airports, hospital emergency rooms, etc.) to post 
notices advertising telephone tip lines for members of the public and victims of human 
trafficking.  We will need collaborative support to implement this state law and potentially a 
similar local ordinance to include a wider range of business establishments.  

 Local Needs: 

 Community Involvement 
 Care Providers 
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BAY AREA H.E.A.T. COALITION 2 FREEDOM 

Below is a list of counties who have 
partnered with the Alameda County District 
Attorney's BAHC 2 Freedom Initiative. 

 El Dorado County 

 Marin County 

 San Francisco County 

 San Mateo County 

 Santa Barbara County 

 Santa Clara County 

 Stanislaus County  

 Los Angeles County 

 

SB 1139 Poster 
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KRISTI: ONE SURVIVOR’S STORY 
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CSEC WORD CLOUD: SOUND LIKE ANYONE YOU KNOW? 
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