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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Children and Families Commission was established with the passage of Proposition 10 in 1998. First 5 El Dorado Commission operates under local ordinance providing guidance for membership, funding and evaluation.  

Funding for the Commission is generated by a $.50 tax on each pack of cigarettes and allocated to counties based upon birth rates. This is a declining revenue source in anticipation that folks will quit smoking.  The annual allocation for the Commission in 1998 was $1.7 million and is currently $1.2 million.  In the next five years it is expected to reach $1 million. 

The Proposition was developed in response to the abundance of research about the importance of the first 5 years of life. Research show a child’s brain develops most dramatically during first five years of life.  Funding must be used to support families with children 0 through 5 years of age. The Commission’s Mission is to develop an early childhood system to support the vision that all children enter school ready to learn.  
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Key Messages: 
The first 5 years of a child’s development is critical.  
 

Entering school ready to learn sets a course for future success. 
 

Early childhood investments benefit everyone in our community's 
diverse population.  
 

El Dorado County has the information and tools for all children to 
enter school ready to learn.    
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parents are their child’s first teacher.  Ninety (90%) of a child’s brain develops by the age of five, before they enter school.  

A number of factors influence early brain development. These important factors include: daily experiences, parent responsiveness, nutrition, physical activity, genetics, and love. 

Parents are their child’s first teacher.

Parents can support their child’s readiness for school by attending all well child visits, monitoring their child’s development and reading on a daily basis.  

If a child is cared for outside of the home, choose a high quality provider who engages your child in a safe, nurturing environment.  

Connect with your community.
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Children who are ready for school score higher on third grade reading 
tests, a predictor of high school graduation rates. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First 5 El Dorado Commission collaborates with the El Dorado County Office of Education and other partners to maximize resources and community funding:

Children’s Health Initiative
Best Beginnings
Together We Grow
High 5 for Quality
Ready to Read @ Your Library
Community Strengthening
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For every dollar spent on early 
investments in young children, at 
least $4-$9 is saved in juvenile justice, 
remedial and special education. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Investments in young children benefit the community.  

For every dollar spent on early investments in young children, at least $4-$9 is saved in juvenile justice, remedial and special education.  

Although the Commission invests in families with children 0 through five years of age, we can’t do it alone.  

Our partnerships stretch community funding to make our services accessible for all families.  

One partnership example is that of the Commission, the County Office of Education and Education Administrators.  

In years past, we have brought ECE and Kinder teachers together in semi-annual articulation meetings to come together on a definition of “readiness” and discuss transition strategies.  





First 5 El Dorado Commission 
El Dorado County has the information and tools for all 
children to enter school ready to learn.  

 
 

www.first5eldorado.com     (530) 622-5787                                                      Growing Children, One by One… 

Healthy Caring Growing Learning Connected 

In Fall 2013, 80% of children in El Dorado 
County were ready for school. 
 
 Targeted Outreach 
 District Level Plans 
 Annual Evaluation 
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Presentation Notes
In the past three years, that collaboration has grown to include a “school readiness” screen for all kindergartener students referred to as the KSEP, Kindergarten Student Entrance Profile (see tool in packet).

Readiness in the County has increased over the last three years, from 75% to 80% of children in El Dorado County entered school ready to learn.  

Although that number is high, there are still 20% of children that could use some help in developing the skills to help them get ready for school. 

The Commission is working with our funded partners to:
Identify key school districts:  Tahoe and Placerville Union
Provide targeted outreach: Health, Development and Literacy
Annually assess the progress for children in those communities.

This process is new for FY 14-15 and is the basis of a funding request for mental health services act funding to include wellness partners.
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Inform:  Learning begins at birth 
Parents are their child’s first teacher 
Promote school readiness: health, literacy, child care, family 
supports. 
 

Engage:  Facilitate early childhood discussions 
Encourage early childhood collaborations 
 

Support: Consider impacts of decisions on early learning 
 Identify county level early childhood leads 
 Assess investments in early childhood services 
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Presentation Notes
Share information in your community: 	
	Talk about the importance of brain development and the opportunity of the first 5 years.
Talk about the important role parents play as their child’s first teacher
School readiness is defined as health, literacy, child care, family supports.�
In your District: 	
	Convene the community around early childhood issues
Promote collaborations that support early childhood investments

Acknowledge the Return on Investment:
	Ask if your decisions are good for children and families in your community.
	Develop early childhood leadership within county government (health, library, human services)
	Consider the county’s financial commitment  to young children in budget development
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our children will grow to teach others.
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Kathleen Guerrero, Managing Director 
kguerrero@edcoe.org 
 
Andrea Powers, Program Coordinator 
apowers@edcoe.org  
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