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July 18, 2014 

To: ElDorado County Board of Supervisors 
EDC Clerk to the Board/CAO 

CA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT REQUEST 

P.O.Box598 
Coloma, CA 95613 

(530) 642-1670 
melody.lane@reagan.com 

L/Z 

Pursuant to my rights under the California Public Records Act (Government Code Section 6250 et seq.), I ask to 
obtain copies of the following: 

• Documentation substantiating the total amount of County resources utilized to put out the Camp Lotus 
fire ignited on July 6, 2014. 

If you determine that some but not all of the information is exempt from disclosure and that you intend to 
withhold it, I ask that you provide a signed notification citing the legal authorities on whom you rely. 

To avoid unnecessary costs of duplication, electronic copies are acceptable and may be emailed to 
melodv.lane(a),reagan.com. It is requested that your determination be made within 10 days as stipulated within · 
the California Public Records Act, Government Code 6253(c). 
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Tuesday, August 5, 2014 

HAND DELIVERED 

Robert P. Day,Jr. 
POBox 316 

4000 Twin Ridges Road 
Coloma, California 95613,0316 

ElDorado County Board of Supervisors: 
Supervisor Ron Mikulaco, District 1 
Open, District 2 
Supervisor Brian Veerkamp, District 3 
Supervisor Ron Briggs, District 4 
Supervisor Norma Santiago, District 5 
330 Fair Lane 
Placerville, CA 95667 

RE: El Dorado County Campfire Moratorium 

Dear Ms. Santiago & Messrs: Briggs, Mikulaco, Veerkamp, 

As you may be aware, there was a fire at Camp Lotus Quly 6, 2014) which 
required significant resources to extinguish it. It is my understanding that the 
ignition source of this fire was campfire material. As you may recall the recent 
Rim Fire and the Angora fires were caused by campfires. I'm reasonably certain 
that those who were responsible for starting those fires had no intention of doing 
so. 

California is in the midst of an extreme drought and resulting high fire danger. 
We are simply courting disaster by allowing any campfires during this extremely 
dry period. Campfires are not necessary, as other alternatives are readily available 
for cooking and light (if needed). 

While the campground owners and their operators may have the best of 
intentions with regard to fire safety, it not possible for them to present at all times 
and to monitor the operations of their campgrounds. Let's not forget that "the 
road to hell is paved with good intentions". Many, if not all, of the visitors to 
these campgrounds are from "city" or "suburban" environments where they have 
little if any exposure to campfires, wild land fires and the campground's close 
proximity to areas of dry brush and timber. 



Simply considering this moratorium from a cost/benefit perspective, any benefits 
of allowing campfires during this extremely dry period are easily outweighed by 
the cost of fire fighting and the potential loss of life and property. Such a 
moratorium could be put into effect until we have our first rains at which time the 
ban could be lifted. 

The most important consideration and often conveniently overlooked fact is the 
complete and total lack of any emergency evacuation plan for the Coloma~ Lotus 
area. Both Camp Lotus and The Coloma Resort are accessed by one lane bridges. 
Let us not forget that a house on Carver Road has a Special Use Permit for 
weddings. Can you imagine for a moment the chaos that would occur with a fire 
on the East side of the Mount Murphy bridge with hundreds (yes hundreds!) of 
residents, wedding guests and "campers" attempting to all evacuate at one time? 
As you may recall, Carver Road is a "Dead End" road which only leaves the one 
lane Mt. Murphy Bridge, Bayne Road and Mt Murphy Road for everyone to use as 
exits and for fire and emergency personnel for access. Mt. Murphy Road is a 
single lane road much in need of grading, tum~outs, culverts and related repairs. 
Bayne Road is somewhat better but it has a single lane for most of its length with 
few turn~outs or places to pass. The access to and from Camp Lotus fares only 
slightly better from an access perspective with long "dead end" roads and only one 
other exit. 

I respectfully request the Board immediately move to implement a campfire 
moratorium for the remainder of this camping season until such time sufficient 
rains have come to negate the fire danger. Further, the need for an Emergency 
Evacuation Plan for the Coloma~ Lotus area is long overdue and efforts should be 
undertaken to complete such a plan as soon as possible. 

The risk of wildfire is significant and your actions can make El Dorado County a 
safer place to live, without causing undue hardship to anyone and without 
expending any County resources. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Day 

Bayne Road Neighborhood Group 
Mountain Democrat Editorial Board 
Cal~ Fire 


