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February 18, 2015

Donald C. Rushton, Chief Traffic Operations Branch
California Department of Transportation, District 3
703 B Street

Marysville, CA 95901-0911

Dear Mr. Rushton,

I am writing to you on behalf of El Dorado County (County). The intent of this letter is to express our
opposition to the recent letters from California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) indicating an
intent to increase speed limits on specific sections of State Highways 49 (in the Coloma and Cool
areas) and 193 (in the Georgetown and Kelsey areas) and set forth the reasons therefor. As provided in
California Vehicle Code (CVC) section 22354.5(b), on February 10, 2015 the County held a public
meeting to discuss the proposed increase of the speed limits on sections of State Highways 49 and 193.
As the result of that public meeting where the community expressed significant concerns, the County
respectfully requests that Caltrans retain the current and subsequently does not increase the speed
limits on those sections of State Highways located within the County.

We recognize that the CVC requires an engineering and traffic study be conducted at regular intervals
to prevent “speed traps” and therefore make speed limit violations enforceable. In so doing, CVC
section 627 which defines an “Engineering and Traffic Study” sets forth various factors to be
considered including the prevailing speeds as determined by traffic engineering measurements;
accident records; and highway, traffic and roadside conditions not readily apparent to the driver. This
statute also focuses on the proximity of the speed limit increase to residences and businesses, which is
further addressed below. Additional concerns arise due to the timing of the recent study, as we believe
the study does not reflect an accurate portrayal of average speeds on each section of highway studied.
Of greater concern is the increased safety risk posed to County residents, visitors, children, bicyclists,
and other constituents due to the intended speed limit increases. These safety concerns are addressed
in greater depth below.

To help ensure the safety and wellbeing of County residents and visitors alike, we believe that a
comprehensive analysis of conditions should take place in conjunction with an engineering and traffic
study. Of particular concern are issues as identified below:

e State Highway 49 — Coloma — As indicated through a letter from Mr. Jeremy McReynolds,
Superintendent of Marshall Gold Discovery Park (attached), this stretch of highway is
proximate to the Park which attracts a significant number of school children, pedestrians,
bicyclists and commuters that require access and egress to and from the Park via Highway 49.
Additional concerns arise from increased speed limits that may result in additional traffic



accidents with a corresponding increased risk of damaging historic buildings, and increased
risks for wildlife hit and killed by motorists. This section of highway also has a significant
presence of vehicles parked on the shoulder, where an increased speed limit could pose
additional risks for pedestrians entering and exiting these vehicles.

e State Highway 49 — Cool - Recently the County completed work on a $3.9 million dollar Class
1 bike path project along the west side of this stretch of Highway 49 from Highway 193 to
Northside School (Cave Valley Road). This project recently won a regional award from the
American Society of Civil Engineers A significant portion of this funding is tied to Safe Routes
to School dollars that the County secured to provide school children a safe path to and from
their school(s). Increasing speed limits would most certainly cause an increased risk of school
children and path users being struck by vehicles travelling at greater speeds. This increased
risk directly contradicts the intent of the bike path project and provides an unnecessary
increased risk to any person utilizing the path, commuters on this stretch of highway, and
wildlife.

e State Highway 193 — Georgetown/Kelsey — These areas of State Highway 193 are fairly
heavily travelled with numerous bicyclists traversing the area. The proposed increases occur
very near a Church (Kelsey) and local businesses/a downtown district (Georgetown). Increased
speed limits could pose an additional risk of motor vehicle accidents within or near these
sensitive areas along with further endangering wildlife crossing these highways.

The concerns above are certainly not exhaustive and simply intended to highlight issues that were not
made evident as the result of the Caltrans’ engineering and traffic study. As noted, safety is of
paramount concern for the County, as we expect it is for CalTrans, and for this reason along with
several others the County respectfully requests that Caltrans does not increase speed limits as intended.
If other methods are available to accomplish these goals the County is open to dialogue on such
approaches.

Further, the County believes in maintaining and enhancing a partnership with Caltrans in conducting
studies and roadway improvements projects within County boundaries. To that end, we would like to
assist Caltrans with such efforts by providing input and information at project or study onset to help
make these endeavors more amenable to all parties involved.

Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or
need to continue a dialogue on this subject.

Sm

Brian K. Veerkamp, Chair
El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
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February 9, 2015

El Dorado Céunty Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Ln.
Placerville CA 95667

Dear Board of Supervisors,

California State Parks understands the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) performed a traffic and engineering study of the speed limits and speed

zones along State Highway 49 through Coloma, including the portion of the Highway

that passes through Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park which is owned and
managed by State Parks. Caltrans is recommending an increase to the speed limits
along Highway 49 as it passes through the park unit: from 35 mph to 40 mph in the
northern portion of the park unit (PM 23.99 to PM 23.4) and from 25 mphto 30 mph - -
along Main Street in the center of the park unit (PM 23.48 to PM 22.82). State Parks "+ - .
disagrees with the proposed speed limit increases for those highway segments that -
pass through the park. -

We believe there are other factors that need to be considered for this highway speed
zone evaluation than speed traveled currently. Reasons for concern and additional
evaluation needed are:

e Up to 1200 school children and pedestrians a day crossing Highway 49.
Approximately 80,000 school children and 400,000 visitors total visit the park unlt
annually. These visitors are exploring historic features and attractions within the
park unit on both sides of Highway 49.

e There are inadequate road shoulders for safe pedestrian and bike travel and
there are no traffic control devices for cross walks on Highway 49. Having no
traffic control devices makes it difficult for pedestrians to judge when to safely
cross Highway 49. .

o Increasing speed through park is not consistent with Marshall Gold Discovery
State Historic Park General Plan. The Plan identified traffic impacts from
Highway 49 as a key concern to the park unit including the impact of traffic
vibration on historic structures, pedestrian and visitor safety and the visitor
experience in the historic core of the park unit. The Plan recommended options
to reduce traffic impacts, with the long term vision of eliminating traffic along Main
Street and restoring the street to its historic appearance by means of a future
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bypass road and re-route of Highway 489. Increasing speed through the park unit
will serve to increase traffic impacts, not lessen them.

e Coloma should be considered a residential business district with 25 mph speed
limit or less. The area is marked by Coloma Town population signs, 5 businesses
including a post office and 10 residences on the highway.

o Higher speeds through the park unit could affect the preservation of historic
structures, not only due to increased vibration, but increased risk of vehicles
running into buildings causing greater damage. This happened at Coloma
Sehool House when a truck was unable to'make the corner and went into the
building.

o Higher speed limits diminish the historic park experlence with vehicles traveling
at hlgher speeds creating added vehicle and wind noise.

¢ Increased speed limit may increase number of wildlife hit and killed attempting to
cross the Highway. We already see significant deer deaths in this area due to
vehicle strikes.

o The relative lack of past traffic accidents fnd icates the safe speed through town
has been working effectively, increasing speed could increase traffic accidents.

State Parks believes that reduced speed limits though the park unit and/or other traffic
calming measures should be considered to reduce traffic impacts. State Parks would . -
like to-work with the County and Caltrans in identifying and implementing such
measures.

It is State Parks opinion that the current speed surveys do not adequately evaluate all of
these concerns to determine the appropriate speed for safe travel and protection of park
resources. Attached excerpts from the park unit General Plan regarding traffic
circulation and Highway 49 and the last known traffic survey from 1984 designating the
current speed limits. Please contact me if you have further questions or concerns (530)
622-3027. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jeremy McReynolds
Superintendent
Marshall Gold Discovery SHP

Cc  Donald C. Rushton, Chief Traffic Operations Branch
California Department of Transportation, District 3
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Qireulation
State Highway 49

Traffic .oix Highway 4§ through Golomals Main Strebt. is an irersaslig major threat fo the
hisjorie enyironment, the Strudturel stebility of fitarby buildingsy and visitor safety.
Visjfor gnd nonvigitor sutomobild traffic through the park's historie -ares i5. compoynded

by the feequent. fiow of logping: toiidks’ and other heavy equipment. Thesa vehicles not

only ereste vibritions Whieh can serfously weaken strugtures -aleng the street; but offen

triivél af high$peeds, endangering visitorsafety.

Traific s :pavfieularly hazardous Because park facflities are loddted -on both sidés of
Hignway 9. Bedguse nedrhy irges shade their eavs ang the highway is clese 1o day-use

areas, visitors ‘park slorig the .shoulders. of Zhe higfiwky. -They: often erass the road

without using:either of the tiwo existing.erasswalks.

“To. eliminate ‘these: Traffie groblems and’ restore {ain Sireet to. jis historie. appedrarice,
the devélopment of alternative transportation routes-will be fecessary. Two distifictly
diffefent concepls have previously beep proposed: {1)a realigniient of Highivay 49, and
(2)g Colvmz bypassiroady - ' '

& ‘proposed route: for ® realignfiienit 6f Highwiy29 fromh Placerville to Golome was
ddopted by the. Celifornia. Highway Comimission in-1964. This route would eliminate o
:significdiit Amoimt ¢f nonvisiter traffic through the park. Wowever; to eliminzte gl
-véhidles from Maih Stebet, the <¢onsfructlon of an additiopsl bypess romd will he
Tieaessary,. .

‘The "G
Regp

tion fo and from aread heab tHé pirk. Al
i & fiture hypass road to relieve the
in¢rease in both ‘visitor and nonvisitor

an thcregsing mdjor threat £o, tha historic eavirortient

Y ey
Trdffee on Colomals M
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Thig plan recotiifnénds that a Culonie bypass road be ‘devaloped fo satisty the following
‘goals and-objectives for the park: - )

A1) Reduce the linpact of mofor vehicles in the park, &pecifically, in: the Zone of-
Primpry Culturel Interest :
(a) Tiprove the existing ¢ircuwlation system and visitor eontrol throughout the: park

(3} Improye access «fo the park and private lands, for their fufure. ma{lagemen‘f:

Drotection, and development
{4y Erhance the visftor's experfence and the visual quality'of the historic Afeas .

:
i

{6) Provids sdditiendl protection fof environmental, tcorentiondl, and culfursl resouress:

i Colorma s e «
Potentisl youtes for the Goloma, bypass road sre identified ori ‘the map titled "Poteptisl -
Oirculation Routes.* The alignment for Roijte A" would Fequiid ciossing the Hver at. .
two. pojuits, a5 an extension of Sacramento Strect and .as a colinéstion fo Highwaydd at  _°
the parkls north boundary, Houte"B*would éliminate ‘the north bridge drossing, Yeduiting
fraffic to continue further around the rivers. This map:infends only fo show the dondgept
for potentidl siredtafion routes, and:eamnot propoge these or eny other specific routes
Sutkide existing state. ownetship, Sines thix road would elthor:be n.state or county-route,
effopts forits eonstrudtion must be covedingted with the Department of Transportation,
El‘Ddr.;add County, the Stafs Transportation Commission, and other related publie
agenctes, " 3 5 .

LY
-

‘This plan considers the possibility thét this ¥oud ‘may not be. buil€ in the hear futuie and
peoposes that "ne parking zones". be. established aléng Maln Street as' a témporay
‘megsure. to help elimingte the curremt -problems -of -visitor saféty and: resqurcd
‘protection, Parking should’be prohibited on the. narrow ghoulders of Highwsi 49 nenr: 1he
museum -ghd plonic ares. A restricted time.zone woild hé :péquited near the post offiee
until this-sérvice -Is discontinued. Although this plan recommends that 1o parking ba
allayed gutside designated parking eress, temporary parkipg could be slléwed fif arsas
‘Where ilie shoulders of the Toad -arg -exceptionally wides he long-range proposil 45 #6
elifinite wll ‘vehicle traffic and restore Wain:Steeet to simulate its historie appearance
* -dirifg the gold vush:period; | ) -

“
B

.
]

i
1

“County. arid Prrk Resds Fu

,
z

With tlie :exception of Highway-49, Monument Road (State Highway 153), and: the park:
-voad from Marshallls Motiunient to High Street; #11 yonds Borderihg the park are owned = . __
and muintained: by HLDGFalo County: -On complétion of the soguisition program (see . .
Potential Park Additions, p. B3, thres of ‘thesa rouds — Mt Murphy Road;, High. Sireet, and
Churgh Street - will be:in the park. '

Although traffic. conirdl .along, these roads is. adequate niow, incréasing visitdr attenidatics.
‘may sotn méake. more’ regulation. of street parking'and dutomobile acaess hecessary, If
‘traffie ingreases: .o g point where it interferes with pedestriait. cireultifivh,, thst through
traffic may- bt inated on High Streel and Church Sfreet. Oncé the Colomsa bypass
roud s, omiplated, fhe segment:of M{.Murphy Read from Carver Road td Mdin Stesst
should be.restricted to'pedestrian, service, and nonmotorized vehicle.use.

- o .
(M N oem  Bey

Traffic will ‘be éliminated on the park road from Mavshall's Montiment %o High Strect:
Thisiroute will be;used for pedestrian gnd:service frafiic only.

52

15-0185 Public Comment
BOS Rcvd 2-9-15




[P} SR

N . E y

= N - (

STATE OF CAUFQRNIA=TRARSPORTATION AGENGY . v - v A "GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN,. Gavemer

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSF’ORTAT[ON
DISTRICT 8
PO, BOK 911; MARYSVILLE 95001

Yelephona (916) TU1-4362

Juge @, 1984

GB—EDJFQ .
Colomd
- Speed Zone

M, Kir‘b‘y Mcrgan ’ o
‘Marshall Gold Disqax?er'y Area > : L
B.U. Box R6% :

Goloma, OA 95613 -

 Degr PTr Mar‘gan s s

Aﬁtaohed For {our information and files is a oopy of the 1ategt. Speed Zone
© Survey thr’ough Goloma.

'Thia Burvny 18 to be repeatcdf Within bhe next: year to assess tha offechs of’ the
lgbest changes, as well as ko gauge fhe ;lmpaot of radar enforcemanb in the
at‘ea. 3

" This Traffic.and Engineering Sur'vay‘ eaﬁisf‘ias the requxremehb fov a five—year
ohiegk: where radar is used For enf‘oroement

Yebry truly yours, , -

T R, ‘GREEN
Distriet Director of Transportation

By :

R. W, Nelﬁon, Chief
Traffie Opcrabions Branch A

Abtach,

WARSHALL GorLn:
JON (61984
DISCOVERY en -
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ORDER DEGREASING 55-MILE SPEED LIMIYT OF STATE JHIghway

The Department of Transporbafion, pursuant to the provigions of
Seation 22354 of the Vshicle Code, having determined, upon the bagis of an
Engingaring :and Traffio Survey, bhal, a speed of 55 miles per hour ig more fhan
ia reasonable and mafe upon the portdowr of ‘State highway hereinafter desortbed,
and that the speed limit hérelhafter dpeoified lower tha b5 miles per hour is.
appropriate £ fasilitate tiro orderly movement of traffi¢ end is reasonable and
gaf'e therson; Jit. 1s soqordingly .

ORDERED; bhat & speod limib of 25 miles per hour be and the sano iy
hereby determingd und declzied on ahd for Stabe Highway Route QB-"‘ED-—JJQ;;

begiuning ab PM 22.82, w point approximately 250-feet mouth of the Junation
" 153/49 end exbiending north to PM, 23,48, a point approxinately 4,450 feet. south

of Marshall (Grade Road, a tatal disbande of approximately 0,65 wiley.

‘LT IS FURTHER ORDERED that appropriats &ghs glving notice 6f the sadd

fpded 1imib end that said spoed Timik shall be effective upon bhe placendnt of
Buofr gigns, : =

. This order is made pursugnl fo ourréht delegations of aubhority From
Bhe Diredtor -of Trensportation, through the Chlef Englineer to the underdigned
Diredtor of Transportation, .

vebet__ T 50 -£F

Pl Distrigt Direotor of \Iyansportation
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ORDER DECREASING 55-MELR SPEED LIMIT ON STATE HIGHVAY

Thé Departmst. 5f Transporkation, purswand: to the provisions of
Beotion 22354 of the Vehlele Lode, having determined, uponh the basis of an
Enginédring and Traf¥ie Survey, that a speed of 55 miles per hour 3§ Moré thain
1s peasonable and safe upon thg porbion of State highway hereinafter desoribed,
and. tha¥ the speed limit hereinafber speeified Yower bhan 55 mlies per hour ig
appropriste to facilibabe the orderly movement of traffic &nd is readonable and
gafe therear; 1t is Hdoordingly

ORDERED, that a speed limly 61 35 milés per hawr be ahd fha dpme 1y
hereby deteérmined and devlared on and for State Highway Route 03-ED-UQ,
beginnipg ab PM 29.:48, a polnt approiimately 4,450 feeb south of Marshall Grade
Road and extending north to PH. 23,99, the south end of BR. 35.21, @ tobul
distenaé of approaximabely 0,51 miles.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that appropriate signs giving notice of the maid
#pedd Iimit and thab sald speed limit shall be effeotive upon bthe placement of
such 8igns.

This order is made pursuant to. ourrent delegations -of aubhority from
the Dirgctor of Transportation, through the Chief Engineer to the lihdersigned
Director of Transportatioh.

Dated & = 30 = £

'fzﬁkﬁ¢rtﬁ

-~ . ’ :' .,
! “ We R, GREEN
: 4% Disbriet Director of Teafisportation
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ORDER -DECREASING 55-MILE: SPEED LIMIT ON STATE RIGHWAY

The Deparbingrity of Transportation, pureugnt bo bhe provisions of
Seoblon 22354 of the Vehiole :Coye; huving determined, upot thé Lasis 6f an
Epglneering and Traffio Survey, bhat a Spead of 55 miles por hour is more thHah
s reagonable ang sare upon the porticn of Stabe highuay hereinaiter desoribed, g
and that the speed 1init hereiheftér speoified lower than 55 mils# per hour is
appropriate To facllibabe the orderdy movement of traffio and is reasonable and
safe thereony it ig aodordingly

ORDERER;, bhab @ speed 1imit of 45 miley per kour he and bhe same is
fereby debermined and deolarsd on and for State Highway Roube 03-EDdig,
beginning &b PM 23.99, the south end o BR, 2521, and axbending Horth to
PM. 2U.80, a point approkximabely 600-fest rmorth of Marshell Grade Road, n total
distanoe of approximetely 0,67 hmiles. i

IT I8 FURTHER ORDERED that sppropriate sigita pleing hotloe of the sald
spaed limit and that sald speed limit shell be erfeotive upon the placemant of
sueh. gigns. .

This Grder 13 made.piirsuant to glrrent delégations of authority from

‘the Director of' Transportation, through the Chief Enpineer %o bhe Undersigned.
Directdr of Tranmsportation,

Dibed_  J 30 - FHF

W B, G
Distrdo

$as
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