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In September 2016, the world’s best gold 
panners will descend upon El Dorado County 

and reignite a California gold rush for one week. 
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In 2014, the World Champion panned all the 
gold from a 3 gallon bucket of gravel in only 

55 seconds… 
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We are inviting  
that guy  

and more than 650 of his fellow competitors  
and their families from around the world to  

El Dorado County in 2016. 
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In 1998… 
532 competitors from 22 different countries came to historic  
Coloma, California to participate in this competition. 
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16 years later, 25 countries participate.  
The competition has become a yearly ritual as 

well as a vacation for participants. 
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Attendance History 

2013 
Italy 
336 competitors 

2011 
Poland 
449 competitors 

2012 
South Africa 
492 competitors 

2010 
Czech Republic 
404 competitors 

1998 
United States 
532 competitors 

2009 
Italy 
692 competitors 
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Opening Day 
The event spans 7 days, 
beginning with an opening 
parade and festivities.  

The Placerville Downtown 
Association is excited to  
host this parade! 

How does the event work? 
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Days 2-6 the Competition Runs 
5 primary categories compete across 30 panning stations:  
Men’s, Women’s, Veteran’s, Junior’s and National Teams 
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Multiple heats within each 
category determine the top three 
winners. 
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On the final day, a closing ceremony features a  
traditional handing off of the event to a city official  
of the next hosting country. 
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Tourism, Food, Fun, Drink, History 
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Community Opportunity 
$2.3 million is a conservative estimated economic benefit that 
this event is poised to bring. This is based on an equation from 
the El Dorado County Visitors Authority.    
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Community Support: We are grateful for all the volunteer 
hours and support from the community in our planning 
stages.  
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A BIG Thank you to our  
Event Partners to Date 

!   El Dorado County 

!   El Dorado County 
Visitors Authority 

!   City of Placerville 

!   Placerville Downtown 
Association 

!   El Dorado County 
Museum Foundation on 
behalf of the El Dorado 
County Museum 

!   Apple Hill Growers 
Association 

!   Placerville Hardware 

!   Gold Bug Park 

!   United States Gold 
Panning Assoc, Inc. 

!   California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies 
(will be running an event 
concurrently at fairgrounds) 
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However We Need Many  
Sponsors to Succeed 

!   Money from major sponsors to help pay for: 
!   Fairgrounds 
!   Busses to get guests to every corner of our 

county 
!   Supplies for Panning Stations 
!   Daily Entertainment 
!   Equipment to support the event 
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Success looks like… 

! Hosting this event again in 3-5 years. It will be 
bigger and better as word gets around about 
our beautiful El Dorado County and quality 
event venue. 
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Success looks like… 

! Hosting this event again in 3-5 years. It will be 
bigger and better as word gets around about 
our beautiful El Dorado County and quality 
event venue. 

! High volume of tourism for that week and 
surrounding weeks with guests extending their 
stays because El Dorado County is amazing. 
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Success looks like… 

! Hosting this event again in 3-5 years. It will be 
bigger and better as word gets around about 
our beautiful El Dorado County and quality 
event venue. 

! High volume of tourism for that week and 
surrounding weeks with guests extending their 
stays because El Dorado County is amazing. 

! A new “Gold Week” tradition to build on that 
could become an annual event for the county. 
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How we tell 
the world… 
Our Facebook page has 
almost 600 likes from all 
over the world. 
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Website 
Our website tracks visitors 
from all over the world. We 
have over 7,000 visits from 
58 countries so far.  
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Brochures 
Brochures are being 
distributed at events in 
Europe and locally at gem 
shows and panning events. 

Hello Gold Panners!

Eureka! A new gold rush in Calfiornia welcomes 

the 2016 World Gold Panning Championships to 

Placerville, California, USA.

We are excited to invite you to join us in this  

historic Gold Rush town, just a few kilometers 

from where it all started in 1848 along the 

American River in Coloma.

Imagine panning native sand and gravel to find 

the placer gold, in record time, to become the 

World Champion. It’s a gold panners dream.

Our community members, historical societies 

and family-run businesses are getting ready  

and are excited to share with you the many  

wonderful opportunities in our county including:

• Local Gold Excursions

• Hiking, Biking & White Water Rafting

• Historic Downtown Shopping & Dining

• Historic Mine Tours & Museums

• Over 70 Family-run Farms & Wineries

• Local Family-Owned Restaurants

• The Golden Chain Highway 49

• Lake Tahoe

Pack your bags, your pans, and head to  

California for this new gold rush! Someone  

will be named the Champion. It could be you 

and your team.

To get a preview of all this area has to offer, 

please visit: http://visit-eldorado.com

Competition Gold Panning

Imagine panning native sand and gravel to find 

placer gold in record time! It’s a gold panner’s 

dream to win a GOLD, SILVER or BRONZE 

medal in a World Championship Competition.

Panners from over 25 countries will be compet-

ing in divisions that include: Children, Juniors, 

Beginners, Men, Women, Veterans, Steel Pan, 2, 

3 and 5-person teams and 5-person National 

Teams. 

TIME PLUS ACCURACY: 30 competitors at a 

time will each have a bucket with 20 kg of  

gravel that has been salted with 5-12 tiny pieces 

of gold. Only the head judge will know the 

amount of gold in each heat. Each person’s time 

will be recorded and a 3 minute penalty added 

for each piece missed.

The competitors in each heat with the best time 

will keep advancing through quarter finals and 

semi finals until day 5 (Sunday) where the top 

30 in each division will compete in the finals to 

determine the best in the world. 

SO pack your bags and your gold pans and 

head to California for the new and exciting 

GOLD RUSH.

For complete rules and gold pan sizes visit 

ELDORADOGOLD2016.com and click on  

competition rules.

Preliminary Information  

2016 World Gold Panning Championships 

Placerville, California 

United States of America

YOU ARE INVITED

www.eldoradogold2016.com

El Dorado Gold 2016

www.eldoradogold2016.com

Tri-Fold-Brochure_local.indd   1

2/22/15   11:21 AM
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Event Organizers 
!   Rich Mason ‘Uncle Fuzzy’ 

U.S. Gold Panning Assoc. 

!   Janine D’Agostini 
Event Coordinator 

!   Kara Adema 
Event & Marketing 
Coordinator 

 

!   Laura Clark 
Sponsorship Coordinator 

!   Charlie Ferris 
Webmaster 

!   Fred Ott 
CFMS & Site Coordinator 
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Thank you. 
www.eldoradogold2016.com 
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