
   

 PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

The El Dorado County Air Quality Management District (AQMD) is 
accepting applications for the Drive Clean! Incentive Program.  The 

Program provides clean vehicle purchase/lease incentives to residents 
of El Dorado County residents that commute on the High-Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lane sections of Highway 50 for work or school.  For 

additional information, please visit the AQMD website at 
www.edcgov.us/AirQualityManagement/ or contact program staff at 

(530) 621-7501. 
Requirements: 
 

PRE-APPROVAL IS REQUIRED.  Applicants that have not obtained written pre-approval from 
AQMD will not receive the incentive.   

• Applicant must be El Dorado County residents. who commute to work or school on the 
sections of US 50 that have HOV lanes.   

•  

• Applicant must purchase or lease an eligible new vehicle after the official start date of the Drive 
Clean! Incentive Program, May 1, 2014, and prior to exhaustion of allocated incentive funds.   

 

• Vehicles must be on the Air Resources Board’s (ARB) HOV White or Green sticker list of 
eligible vehicles on the date of purchase or lease.  Please refer to the vehicle list for additional 
eligibility information. http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/carpool/carpool.htm 

 

• The purchase or lease agreement must identify the vehicle as "New" to be eligible.   
 

o For floor models or test drive vehicles not previously registered with the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), please contact the AQMD for additional 
information prior to the purchase of the vehicle. 

 

o Lease agreements must be for a minimum 3 years/36 months.  A reduced, prorated 
incentive may be allocated for shorter leases at AQMD discretion. 

 

• The new vehicle must be registered with the DMV within the AQMD boundaries. 
 

• Applicant must insure the new vehicle as required by California State law. 
 

• Applicant must retain ownership of the new vehicle for a minimum of 36 consecutive months 
immediately after the vehicle purchase or for the duration of the lease.   

 
 

Incentive Process: 
 

• Applicant must obtain pre-approval from AQMD by submitting a complete pre-approval 
application to the AQMD.  AQMD will respond with a determination within 5 business days of 
application submittal.   

• Applicant must purchase or lease an eligible new vehicle. 
 

• After the purchase or lease of the new vehicle, applicant applies for an incentive by submitting 
a complete incentive packet to the AQMD.  A list of the required forms and documentation 
for a complete incentive packet is included as part of this document.  A complete incentive 
packet must be submitted for incentive consideration. 

 

• The AQMD will issue an incentive approximately 60 working days following receipt and 
verification of a complete incentive packet, provided allocated funding is available.    
 

• Incentives will be issued pending the availability of funds.  The AQMD does not guarantee the 
availability of incentive funds.   A complete incentive packet must be submitted for 
incentive consideration.       
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INCENTIVE PACKET CHECKLIST 

All applicants must submit a complete incentive packet, including original signed forms where 
indicated, for final incentive approval.  The AQMD reserves the right to request additional information 
or clarification of information provided in this application.  
 
The following documents must be submitted for the incentive packet to be deemed complete: 
□ Original signed and completed Claim Form for payment. 
□ Original initialed, signed and completed Certifications Form. 
□ Original signed and completed IRS Form W-9. 

o Applicants are required to provide their Social Security Number or Employer Identification 
Number to allow the AQMD to issue a 1099 tax form, as required by law. 

□ Copy of the purchase agreement or lease agreement signed by all parties with an itemization of 
credits, discounts, and incentives received, if applicable.  Lease agreements must be at least 3 
years/36 months. 

□ Copy of proof of current insurance for the new vehicle. 
□ Copy of California Driver’s License of applicant. 
□ Copy of temporary or permanent registration for the new vehicle.  The registration 

documentation must indicate that the new vehicle is registered within the AQMD boundaries. 
□ For individuals, copy of a current utility or cable billing statement within the last 3 months, or 

other proof of residency as approved by the AQMD.  A California driver’s license is not an 
acceptable proof of residency. 

□ Evidence of employment or enrollment in school at a location requiring commute from the 
applicant’s residence along the HOV lane sections of Highway 50.  Evidence includes recent 
paystubs, current or future school enrollment or registration, or any other proof as approved by 
the AQMD. 

 
The name of the applicant must match and be consistent on all forms and documentation.  
Additional names on the purchase or lease agreement, insurance, registration and proof of residency 
are acceptable. 
 

Please mail or deliver the complete incentive packet to the following address: 
 

Air Quality Management District 
Attention:  Incentives Programs 

330 Fair Lane 
Placerville, CA 95667 

 
 

FAXED OR EMAILED COPIES OF THE INCENTIVE PACKET WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
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CERTIFICATIONS FORM 
 

Please initial each certification. This form with the original, wet signature must be submitted as part 
of the incentive packet.  
 

By signing this Certification Form and as an incentive recipient of the AQMD Drive Clean! Incentive 
Program, applicant commits to the following:    
 
Initial   ____ Applicant agrees to retain ownership of the new vehicle for a minimum of 36 consecutive 

months immediately after the vehicle purchase or lease date. Applicant must notify the 
AQMD in writing if the applicant intends to sell the vehicle or return the vehicle to a dealer 
within this 36-month period prior to taking any such action.  Resale of the vehicle or return to 
a dealer is allowed within this 36-month period if necessitated by unforeseen or unavoidable 
circumstances and has been given prior approval by the AQMD.  However, resale of the 
program-funded vehicle for financial gain within 36 months is not allowed.  If the vehicle is 
returned or sold within 36 months after the purchase or lease date, the AQMD reserves the 
right to recoup all or a pro-rated amount of the original incentive amount from the applicant 
and/or pursue any other legal actions deemed appropriate.    

 
Initial   ____ Applicant agrees to maintain current registration of the new vehicle within the boundaries of 

the AQMD for a minimum of 36 consecutive months immediately after the vehicle purchase 
or lease date.  The AQMD will periodically check vehicle identification numbers with vehicle 
registrations to ensure that incentive recipients meet this requirement.  If this requirement is 
not met, the AQMD reserves the right to recoup all or a pro-rated amount of the original 
incentive amount from the applicant.  

 
Initial   ____ Applicant agrees to maintain insurance for the new vehicle as required by the California State 

law for a minimum of 36 consecutive months immediately after the vehicle purchase or lease 
date. 

 
Initial   ____ Applicant authorizes the AQMD to periodically confirm the new vehicle’s registration and 

other pertinent information utilizing the AQMD’s computerized connection to the California 
DMV registration database. 

 
Initial   ____ Applicant agrees to submit annual reports to the AQMD, on a form provided by the AQMD, 

for three (3) consecutive years which shall commence approximately one year from the 
purchase or lease date of the new vehicle.  Annual reports will require documentation of 
mileage, and general comments on the new vehicle’s performance and any related 
maintenance issues.  

  Reports are due by (month/day)                                       every year ending in (year)                     . 
 
I hereby certify that all information provided in the incentive packet, including any attachments, are true 
and correct and by signing this Form, I will comply with all program requirements.  
 

Printed Name of Vehicle Owner: 
 
Signature of Vehicle Owner: 
 

Date: 
 

 
By signing, I validate the issuance of this incentive in accordance with the AQMD Drive Clean! Incentive 
Program. 
 

Signature:   Date: ___________________ 
 Dave Johnston, Air Pollution Control Officer 
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