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TITLE 1. GENERAL [100- 7914] (Title 1 enacted by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134. ) 

DIVISION 4. PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES [1000- 3599] (Division 4 enacted by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134. ) 

CHAPTER 4. Resignations and Vacancies [1750 -1782] (Chapter 4 enacted by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134.) 

ARTICLE 2. Vacancies [1770 -1782] (Article 2 added by Stats. 1943, Ch. 134. ) 

1780. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a vacancy in any elective office on the governing board of a 

special district, other than those specified in Section 1781, shall be filled pursuant to this section . 

(b) The district shall notify the county elections official of the vacancy no later than 15 days after either the date 

on which the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later. 

(c) The remaining members of the district board may fill the vacancy either by appointment pursuant to 

subdivision (d) or by calling an election pursuant to subdivision (e). 

(d) (1) The remaining members of the district board shall make the appointment pursuant to this subdivision 

within 60 days after either the date on which the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of 

the vacancy, whichever is later. The district shall post a notice of the vacancy in three or more conspicuous places 

in the district at least 15 days before the district board makes the appointment. The district shall notify the county 

elections official of the appointment no later than 15 days after the appointment. 

(2) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office and at least 130 days prior to the next general district 

election, the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall hold office until the next general district election that is 

scheduled 130 or more days after the date the district board is notified of the vacancy, and thereafter until the 

person who is elected at that election to fill the vacancy has been qualified . The person elected to fill the vacancy 

shall hold office for the unexpired balance of the term of office. 

(3) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office, but less than 130 days prior to the next general 

district election, or if the vacancy occurs in the second half of a term of office, the person appointed to fill the 

vacancy shall fill the balance of the unexpired term of office. 

(e) (1) In lieu of making an appointment the remaining members of the board may within 60 days of the date the 

district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, call an election to 
fill the vacancy . 

(2) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 

Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is 130 or more days after the 

date the district board calls the election . 

(f) (1) If the vacancy is not filled by the district board by appointment, or if the district board has not called for an 

election within 60 days of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, 

whichever is later, then the city council of the city in which the district is wholly located, or if the district is not 

wholly located within a city, the board of supervisors of the county representing the larger portion of the district 

area in which the election to fill the vacancy will be held, may appoint a person to fill the vacancy within 90 days 

of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, or 

the city council or board of supervisors may order the district to call an election to fill the vacancy. 

(2) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 

Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is 130 or more days after the 

date the city council or board of supervisors calls the election . 

(g) (1) If within 90 days of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the 

vacancy, whichever is later, the remaining members of the district board or the appropriate board of supervisors 

or city council have not filled the vacancy and no election has been called for, then the district board shall call an 

election to fill the vacancy . 
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(2) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 

Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is 130 or more days after the 

date the district board calls the election. 

(h) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section , if the number of remaining members of the district 

board falls below a quorum, then at the request of the district secretary or a remaining member of the district 

board, the appropriate board of supervisors or the city council shall promptly appoint a person to fill the vacancy, 

or may call an election to fill the vacancy. 

(2) The board of supervisors or the city council shall only fill enough vacancies by appointment or by election to 

provide the district board with a quorum. 

(3) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office and at least 130 days prior to the next general district 

election, the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall hold the office until the next general district election that is 

scheduled 130 or more days after the date the district board is notified of the vacancy, and thereafter until the 

person who is elected at that election to f ill the vacancy has been qualified. The person elected to fill the vacancy 

shall hold office for the unexpired balance of the term of office. 

(4) If the vacancy occurs in the first half of a term of office, but less than 130 days prior to the next general 

district election, or if the vacancy occurs in the second half of a term of office, the person appointed to fill the 
vacancy shall fill the balance of the unexpired term of office. 

(5) The election called pursuant to this subdivision shall be held on the next established election date provided in 

Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1000) of Division 1 of the Elections Code that is held 130 or more days after 

the date the city council or board of supervisors calls the election . 

(Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 343, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 2008.) 
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