Recycled Content in Paving
Materials
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Purpose/Overview

Purpose:

Regulations:
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State Regulations
Assembly Bill 2355

Public Resources Code 42704.5

16-0963 A3 of 9




Caltrans Standard Specifications

Current Caltrans standards require local
agencies to use recycled materials in
pavement, base, subbase, or pervious
backfill according to Public Resources

Code 42700

2015 Caltrans standards state use of up to
25% recycled content in the top lift of
asphalt and up to 40% in the lower lifts
by January 1,2017
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Problems

Caltrans issued a memorandum dated June 22,
2016 that states the use of recycled materials in
paving materials over 15% 1is showing premature
failure of the pavement

This memo also states the use of recycled materials
greater than 15% in paving materials will require
further mix design testing in the form of blending
charts
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Transportation’s Standards

Current standards cap the use of recycled
content in paving materials at 15%.

The use of any recycled content in shoulder
backing is not currently allowed.

Currently follow Caltrans standards for the
use of recycled base, subbase, and pervious
backfill materials.

Project track records demonstrates

anticipated performance and life cycle is
being met.
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Examples
The following projects all used 15% RAP:
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Recommendations

State regulations allow local agencies to
adopt their own standards by approval of the
governing body and does not require the use
of any recycled materials.

Authorize the CDA to cap the recycled

content at 15% for paving materials and 0%
for shoulder backing.

Authorize CDA Director to allow use of up to
25% recycled content once Transportation
experts, staff, and Caltrans determines why
there is premature failure of pavement or
when performing work on a State maintained
road.
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Questions & Discussion
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