
EL DORADO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

Meeting of October 24,2006 
AGENDA TITLE: Christmas Valley 1 Erosion Control and Stream Environment Zone Restoration Project (JN 
95 15 1) - California Environmental Quality Act Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration Certification 

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY AND REQUESTED BOARD ACTION: u 

The El Dorado County Department of Transportation recommends your Board of Supervisors: 1) authorize the 
Department to carry out the Christmas Valley 1 Erosion Control and Stream Environment Zone Restoration 
Project; 2) certify that the Mitigated Negative Declaration is adequate for the Project; and, 3) authorize the Director 
of Transportation or his designee to sign the Notice of Determination. All documents related to this Agenda Item 
are available at the El Dorado County Department of Transportation-Tahoe Engineering Division Offices, El 
Dorado County Library in South Lake Tahoe, the California State Clearinghouse and the Public Viewing File. 

DEPARTMENT: Transportation 

CONTACT: Alfied Knotts 

PHONE: 7921 DATE: 9/7/06 
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CAO USE ONLY: f7 
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Funding 
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Budgeted $0.00 
New Funding $0.00 
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Total Funding $0.00 
Change in Net County Cost $0.00 
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Date: 

Attest: Cindy Keck, Board of Supervisors Clerk 
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BOARD ACTIONS: 
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COUNTY OF EL DORADO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

MAINTENANCE DIVISION: RICHARD W. SHEPARD, P.E. MAIN OFFICE: 
2441 Headington Road Director of Transportation 2850 Fairlane Court 
Placewille CA 95667 

Internet Web Site: 
Placerville CA 95667 c) 

Phone: (530) 642-4909 Phone: (530) 621-5900 
Fax: (530) 642-9238 http:llco.el-dorado.ca.usldot Fax: (530) 626-0387 -. -.- , 

-.-/-- 

September 7,2006 

Board of Supervisors 
330 Fair Lane 
Placerville, California 95667 

Title: Christmas Valley I Erosion Control and Stream Environment Zone Restoration 
Project (JN 95151) - California Environmental Quality Act Initial Study and 
Mitigated Negative Declaration Certification 

Meeting Date: October 24, 2006 

District/Supervisor: District VlSupervisor Norma Santiago 

Dear Members of the Board: 

Recommendations: 

The El Dorado County (County) Department of Transportation (Department) 
recommends your Board of Supervisors (Board): 1) authorize the Department to carry 
out the Christmas Valley 1 Erosion Control and Stream Environment Zone (SEZ) 
Restoration Project (Project); 2) certify that the Mitigated Negative Declaration is 
adequate for the Project; and, 3) authorize the Director of Transportation or his 
designee to sign the Notice of Determination. 

Reasons for Recommendations: 

In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), the Department has prepared an Initial Study (IS) and a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) for the Project area (see Figure A). As the lead agency for the 
Project, the County must make a determination as to the significance of the impacts on 
the environment posed by the Project. While minimal impacts to certain resource areas 
were identified in the IS, the County has identified and listed appropriate mitigation 
measures for the respective resource areas and has prepared a MND consistent with 
the CEQA Guidelines. 

The Department has completed the public comment period for the Project. The ISJMND 
was circulated on August 28, 2006 for a 30 day public comment period. The public 
comment period included submittal of the IS and MND to the State Clearinghouse and 
to other appropriate resource agencies for review. While a lead agency has no 
affirmative duty to formally respond to comments under the CEQA Guidelines as part of 
the preparation of a MND, Department staff has prepared responses to all comments 





El Dorado County Board of Supervisors 
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received during the review period. Attached for your reference are the comments 
received and the responses to the comments during the public comment period (see 
Attachment A to this letter), which are also included in the CEQA ISIMND documents. 
A bound copy of the IS, the MND, Mitigation Measures, Mitigation Monitoring Plan, and 
responses to comments are on file with the Board Clerk. 

This Project is identified in the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency's "Environmental 
Improvement Program for the Lake Tahoe Region" and is considered an overall benefit 
to the environment by assisting in attaining environmental thresholds for water quality 
and soil conservation. 

Fiscal Impact: 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this Board item. 

Net County Cost: 

There is no cost to the County General Fund. 

Action to be Taken Followinq Approval: 

Upon approval by your Board, 

1) The Director of Transportation or his designee will sign the Notice of 
Determination; 

2) The Department will record the Notice of Determination with the County 
Clerk/Recorder; and, 

3) The Department will submit a certified copy of the filed Notice of Determination 
with the California Tahoe Conservancy, the Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency. 

~ich'ard W. Shepard, P. E. 
Director of Transportation 

RWS:AK: tw 
Attachments 
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Attachment A 

RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON DRAFT INITIAL STUDYIPROPOSED MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR CHRISTMAS VALLEY 1 EROSION CONTROL AND 
STREAM ENVIRONMENT ZONE RESTORATION PROJECT STATE 
CLEARINGHOUSE # 2006082144 

El Dorado County Department of Transportation received two letters during the public 
comment period from the same citizen who owns a residence in the project area on the 
Draft lnitial Study prepared to support the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Christmas Valley 1 Erosion ControlIStream Environment Zone Restoration Project and 
are included herein as Figure B. This memo includes all of the written comments 
received on the Draft lnitial Study during the public review period. Each comment 
received is followed by a response that is intended to supplement, clarify, or amend 
information provided in the Draft Initial Study, or refer the commenter to the appropriate 
place in the Draft lnitial Study where the requested information can be found. Those 
comments that are not directly related to environmental issues are noted for the record. 

Commenter(s): Larry and Lance Batch, Property Owners 

Response A: The Batch's (commenters) are concerned regarding historical flow of the 
stream on their property located at 3801 Grass Lake Road (APN 036-370-26-1) and 
would like this to be maintained at its' historic levels. EDOT has determined that this 
drainage is within the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Agriculture-United 
States Forest Service and has been removed from the scope of the project will not be 
addressed as part of the Christmas Valley 1 Erosion ControlIStream Environment Zone 
Restoration Project. No further response required. 

Response B: In a separate letter to EDOT staff, the commenters also state that "a curb 
running the downhill length of this driveway may be a better option" rather than the rock 
lined channel currently proposed as part of the project. Due to financial constraints, 
EDOT still proposes to construct a rock lined channel along this portion of the County 
Right-of-way; however, further consideration to this improvement may be given by the 
designer as the project proceeds to final design. In regards to the environmental 
documentation prepared by EDOT, the short term environmental impacts with each 
improvement will be similar in nature and are adequately addressed by appropriate 
mitigation measures currently in the document and will not require the inclusion of 
additional mitigation measures to reduce the impact to a "Less than Significant" level. 
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