
EL DORADO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AGENDA TRANSMITTAL 

Meeting of November 14,2006 
I 
AGENDA TITLE: Presentation by Placer County Project Manager, Brett Storey, on Biomass and Fuels 
Reduction for Fire Prevention 

DEPARTMENT: Board of Supervisors CAO USE ONLY 
I 

1 CONTACT: Supervisor Norma Santiago I PHONE: 621-6577 1 
-- - -  

DEPARTMENT SUMMARY AND REQUESTED BOARD ACTION: 

Placer County has begun to develop a program to reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfires and 
promote the utilization of woody biomass. An outline of how they have started, why it is important and 
where they see this leading to assist in protecting the communities in Placer County along with a listing 
of current projects undeway with projected demonstrations and time lines will be presented. 

No Action Required. 

- ----- 

CAO RECOMMENDATION: 

Financial impact? ( ) Yes ( ) No I Funding Source: ( ) Gen Fund ( ) Other 

BUDGET SUMMARY: 
Total Est. Cost $ 
Funding 

Budgeted $ 
New Funding $ 
Savings* $ 
Other $ 

Total Funding Available '$ 
Change in Net County Cost $ 

* Explain 

CAO Office Use Onlv: 
4\5's Vote Reqd. ( yes( No 
Change in Policy ( yes ( )No 
New Personnel ( yes( No 
CONCURRENCES: 

Risk Management 
County Counsel 
Other 

BOARD ACTIONS: 

Vote: Unanimous Or 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Abstentions: 

Absent: 
Rev. 7/96 j:\agenda\win96 

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of an 
action taken and entered into the minutes of the Board 
of Supervisors. 

Date: 

Attest: CINDY KECK, Board of  Supervisors Clerk 

By: 







Placer County 
Wildfire Protection/Biomass 

Concerns 

Current Tools not adequate to address scope of the problem 
- More tons (BDT) on the ground that can currently be treated annually 

by traditional methods (2% - 10% treated) 
- Growth of forest (4% added each year) 
- Even with more treatment, what can we do with the biomass ? 

Need to Increase Biomass utilization 
- Desire to Add potential new tools 

Change in Land Management Treatments (support USFS) 
Bio-energy (heat, electricity, fuel) 
Bio-based products 

- Challenges 
Air Quality regulations 
Economics 
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Biomass Emission / Economic Process Model 
A 

Relative Emissions Reduction 

+ \ Possible OffsetslCredits? 
Prescribed In-Forest Burn .. -- .- - .-.. .<a 

(Real, Quantifiable, Surplus, - --- - .y Enforceable, Permanent) 
Emissions from fuel- n 

processing plant 

\ 
Benefits of Biomass Use 

burning 

JEnergy production 
JReduces air emissions 
JDisplaces need for fossil fuel usage 
JReduces Greenhouse gas burden JBio Refinery 
JReduces landfill burden JCoGen 

JGasifier 
'-, 

JProbable Water Quality Enhancements 
b\ --.2- 4t(&ikely forest health improvements & 

recreation preservation JLurnbermill 
?educe Public Heath Burdens from Smoke JOther 
'robable lower future fire suppression costs 

I . / 
Products 

Biomass/Forest 
q r r  1 i JEnergy Products 

Fuel Loads JFuel (liquid, gas) q+ JElectricity 
FP, JHeat 
&+ JLumberProducts 

Biomass harvest TL itT 
$7 

Catastrophic Wildfire 
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Biomass 
Getting Started 

- Funding 
Secure Rural Schools & Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
- Title Ill 

- Placer County began in 2005, then increased in 2006 

Federal, State, Local 
- Grants available 
- Agency collaboration key to long term 
- Elected officials 

- Commitment 
Biomass Policy Team 
Program Manager 
Staff 
County on-going funding required 
Interagency invaluable 
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2006 Tahoe Basin 01, 
Biomass Removal Program 

Granlibakken & Chinquapin 
Private & Federal Funding 



2006 Tahoe Basin 0- 
iomass Removal Program 

Granlibakken & Chinquapin 
Private & Federal Funding 

Price of working together: 





Projected Placer County 
Wildfire Protection/Biomass Projects 

Wildfire Protection 
- Full time Fire Mitigation Coordinator 
- Mechanical mastication funding 
- More Shaded fuel breaksllncreased Forest Thinning 
- Increased biomass removal programslequipment 

Biomass Utilization 
- Air quality regulation/measures development 
- Heatinglelectrical County facility in Tahoe 
- Bio fuel fermentation (UC Davis) research at Cabin Creek 
- Biomass to alcohol program at Valley MRF site 
- Viable High School heating facility 

Tahoe Stewardship Program 


