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Subject: Comments associated with the Oak Woodland Management Plan 4 

Public Resources Code 4291 (Defensible Space) 
Public Resources Code 4290 (Fire Safe Regulations) 

On August 2oth and August 29", 2007 1 met with Monique Wilber, Senior Planner, to discuss CAL FIRE'S 
concerns with the Oak Woodland Management Plan (OWMP) being proposed for adoption by the 
County of El Dorado. Ms. Wilber was very receptive to our concerns and asked for written comments as 
well as additional information on Public Resources Code 4291. 

Through the Public Review process, CAL FlRE would like to ensure that there are no conflicts between 
a landowners' responsibility under California State Law to maintain defensible space around a building 
or structure and the OWMP. PRC Section 4291 requires 100 feet of defensible space (or to the property 
line, whichever is nearer) around all buildings and structures. Under State Law, an insurance company 
that insures a building or structure can require the owner to maintain a fire break greater than 100 feet. 

The following comments have been reviewed and approved by the El Dorado County Fire Prevention 
Officer's Association: 

1. Section I. Purpose, Goals, and Obiectives should clearly state that Policy 7.4.4.4 does not apply 
to the area surrounding a building or structure pursuant to PRC 4291 and Title 14 CCR 1299, 
Defensible Space. In addition, the Mitigation measures under Option A and Option B should 
not apply within this zone. However, it is CAL FIRE'S recommendation that retention of single 
specimens of native oak trees within 100 feet of a building or structure should count as Oak 
Woodland Canopy retention under the plan. This may encourage landowners and developers 
to retain Oak canopy that is consistent with PRC 4291 without penalizing them if removal is 
warranted for purposes of defensible space. 

2. Section I. Purpose. Goals, and Obiectives; B. OWMP Goals: the CEQA analysis needs to 
identify and either avoid or mitigate the OWMP's effects on wildland fires. 

3. Section V. Mitiqation Standards for the Loss of Oak Woodlands; A. California Oak Woodlands 
Conservation Law Requirements: Under this section the OWMP states: 

CONSERVATION IS WISE-KEEP CALIFORNIA GREEN AND GOLDEN 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE ENERGY. FOR TIPS AND INFORMATION, VISIT "FLEX YOUR POWER" AT WWW.CA.GOV. 






