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Support for a resolution fiom the Board of Supervisors to amend the current penalty for 
violations of Vehicle Code section 22507.8(a) and section 22507.8(b) from the current 
$275 penalty to an increase to $450 (total penalty). The proposed increase would be 
consistent with the City of South Lake Tahoe's fine structure and ensure an effective 
enforcement tool for sheriffs deputies and California Highway Patrol officers patrolling 
the unincorporated areas of El Dorado County. 

Details: 

Based on information brought forth to the Board of Supervisors by the Tahoe Area 
Coordinating Council for the Disabled, a review of the structuring of parking fines and 
penalties for violations of California Vehicle Code sections 22507,8(a) and 22507.8(b) 
was examined. These sections are commonly known as unauthorized parking in 
designated disabled person parking spaces and obstructing, blocking or barring access to 
those parking spaces. 

As can be expected, one of the goals of law enforcement is to obtain voluntary public 
compliance to government regulations. Voluntary compliance best addresses the needs 
of the social contract and promotes harmony in the community. Of specific concern to 
the group was the perception that persons with legally recognized disabilities, and who 
have obtained permitted disabled placards for parking in designated areas, were 
experiencing challenges to their l a h l  opportunity for preferred parking. In attempting 
to remedy the situation an analysis of scope of authority and historical enforcement of 
current application was addressed. 

The California Vehicle code grants authority for cities and counties to adopt an ordinance 
or resolution to establish civil penalties for violations of parking statutes. This authority 
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can be found in the language of code section 40203.5(a) & (b). These sections state the 
following: 

(a) "Xhe schedule of parking penalties for parking violations and late payment 
penahies shall be established by the governing body of the jurisdiction where 
the notice of violation is issued. To the extent possible, issuing agencies 
within the same county shall standardize parking penalties '1 

(3) "Parking penalties under this article shall be collected as civilpenalties", 

While the County of El Dorado has no obligation to increase the penalty for violations of 
the disabled parking laws, some consideration should be addressed to the concerns of the 
affected community members and visitors. Additionally, since the City of South Lake 
Tahoe has already increased their parking penalty for violating Vehicle Code section 
22507.8, some measure of consistency within the county is the "spirit of the law" as 
stated in section 40203.5(a). 

In reviewing recent El Dorado County Sheriffs Office statistics: 
29 citations were issued for violation of Vehicle Code section 22507.8 in calendar 
year 2006 and, 
9 citations have been issued between January and April 2007. 

While issuing of parking citation may not be a high priority in the average deputy 
sheriffs workday, the number of citations issued over the past 16 months indicates some 
validation to the concerns of the disabled. 

Recommendation: 

Support an amendment to the current parking fee structure allowing for an increase in 
penalty for violations of California Vehicle Code sections 22507.8(a) and 22507.8(b). A 
structured increase in the penalty can be expected to have a significant effect as a 
deterrent to the average driver. The current penalty is set at $275. An increase to $450 
would place El Dorado County in a comparable position with the City of South Lake 
Tahoe and could be appropriate to the level that near future re-visiting of this issue will 
not be necessary. A fee structure increase coupled with a pro-active response from the 
Sheriffs Office should be sufficient to address the needs of the disabled and promote 
voluntary compliance by the non-disabled driver. 

While there will be some initial fiscal impact to the County in educating the public of the 
change in penalty, no one should reasonably expect that all violators will cease their 
unlawfbl behavior. Some necessary spending of revenue will need to occur in signage 
changes for public parking areas. A suggestion may be worth considering regarding 
taking a portion of the increased penalty and utilizing it specifically for those fiscal 
needs. The Auditor's Office may have a format in place for such a process. 



Attachments: 

1. Copy of City of South Lake Tahoe Resolution #2006-74. 
2. Copy of City of South Lake Tahoe Police Department Staff Report by Sergeant Brian 

Williams. 
3. Copies of El Dorado County SherifTs Parking Citation Reports for calendar years 

2006 and 2007. 

Respectfblly submitted, 

Lt. Les -hvell, L84 



RESOLUTION NO 
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF EL DORADO 

RESOLUTION OF THE EL DORADO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ESTABLISHING A 
REVISED PENALTY SCHEDULE FOR VIOLATIONS OF VEHICLE CODE SECTION 22507.8 

(PARKING IN SPACES DESIGNATED FOR DISABLED PERSONS) 

WHEREAS, Section 22507.8 of the Vehicle Code generally prohibits any person from parking any 
vehicle in a stall or space designated for disabled persons and disabled veterans unless the vehicle displays 
either a special identification license plate or a distinguishing placard; and 

WHEREAS, Section 42001.13 of the Vehicle Code requires that a person convicted of violating 
Section 22507.8 be punished by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00); and 

WHEREAS, Section 40203.5 of the Vehicle Code requires that the schedule for parking penalties be 
established by the governing body of the jurisdiction and that such penalties shall, to the extent possible, be 
standardized throughout the county; and 

WHEREAS, the County's current penalty for violations of Section 22507.8 of the Vehicle Code is 
$275.00, as established by El Dorado County Resolution No. 331-93, and the City of South Lake Tahoe's 
current penalty for violations of Section 22507.8 of the Vehicle Code is $450.00, as established by City of 
South Lake Tahoe Resolution No. 2006-74; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to align the penalty for violations of Section 22507.8 of the Vehicle 
Code with that imposed by the City of South Lake Tahoe and also desires to increase the deterrent effect of 
the penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby RESOLVED as follows: Pursuant to Sections 42001.13 and 
40203.5 of the Vehicle Code, the fine imposed for violations of Section 22507.8 of the Vehicle Code 
(parking in spaces designated for disabled persons) is hereby increased to $450.00 per violation. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors o f  the County of El Dorado at a regular meeting of said Board, held the 23rd day o f  October, 
2007, by the following vote o f  sad Board: 

Ayes: 
Attest: 
Cindy Keck Noes: 
Clerk of the Board o f  Supervisors Absent: 

By: 
Deputy Clerk Chairman, Board o f  Supervisors 

I CERTIFY THAT: 
THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT IS A CORRECT COPY OF THE ORIGINAL ON FILE IN THIS OFFICE. 

DATE: A'ITEST: CINDY KECK, Clerk o f  the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado, State of California 

BY 
Deputy Clerk 






































