
California Government Code Sections 65920 - 65963.1 

Chapter 4.5. Review and Approval of Development 
Projects 

Article 1. General Provisions 

65920. (a) This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Permit Streamlining 
Act. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the provisions of this chapter shall apply 
to all public agencies to the extent specified in this chapter, except that the time limits 
specified in Division 2 (commencing with Section 66410) of Title 7 shall not be extended 
by operation of this chapter. 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 87. Effective March 1, 1982; Amended by Stats. 1996, Ch. 
799.) 

65921. The Legislature finds and declares that there is a statewide need to ensure clear 
understanding of the specific requirements which must be met in connection with the 
approval of development projects and to expedite decisions on such projects. 
Consequently, the provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to all public agencies, 
including charter cities. 

(Added by Stats. 1977, Ch. 1200.) 

65922. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the following: 

(a) Activities of the State Energy Resources Development and Conservation Commission 
established pursuant to Division 15 (commencing with Section 25000) of the Public 
Resources Code. 

(b) Administrative appeals within a state or local agency or to a state or local agency 

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 87. EJfective March 1, 1982.) 

65922.1. During a year declared by the State Water Resources Control Board or the 
Department of Water Resources to be a critically dry year, or during a drought 
emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 
8550) of Division 1 of Title 2, the time limits established by this chapter shall not apply 
to applications to appropriate water pursuant to Part 2 (commencing with Section 1200) 
of Division 2 of, to petitions for change pursuant to Chapter 10 (commencing with 
Section 1700) of Part 2 of Division 2 of, or to petitions for certification pursuant to 
Section 13 160 of, the Water Code for projects involving the diversion or use of water. 



(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 12 of extraordinary session. Efective October 9, 1991.) 

65922.3. The Office of Permit Assistance is hereby created in the Office of Planning and 
Research. The office succeeds to, and is vested with, all of the duties, purposes, and 
responsibilities required to be performed by the Office of Planning and Research pursuant 
to former Article 6 (commencing with Section 65050) of Chapter 1.5 of Division 1 of 
Title 7 of the Government Code. The office shall develop guidelines to provide technical 
assistance to counties and cities in establishing and operating an expedited development 
permit process. The guidelines shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following 
elements of a local permit process: 

(a) A central contact point with a public agency where all permit applications can be filed 
and information on all permit requirements can be obtained. 

(b) A referral process to (1) refer the applicant to the appropriate functional area for 
resolution of problems and fulfillment of requirements, (2) refer the applicant to cities 
within the county in whose sphere of influence the proposed project lies for review, 
comment, or imposition of condition permits, (3) assign an individual from the local 
government to be responsible for guiding the application through all local permit bodies, 
or (4) include any combination of the above. 

(c) A master permit document which covers permits for all functional areas and which 
could be used for obtaining the approvals of the various functional areas. 

(d) A method of tracking progress on various permit applications, which may include 
identifying a staff person responsible for monitoring permits. 

(e) A determination as to completeness of the master permit document upon its 
submission and a written statement of specific information that is missing, if any. 

(f) Timetables for action on individual permits. 

(g) An expedited appeal process to assure fair treatment to the applicant using existing 
agencies, staffs, commissions or boards, where possible. 

(h) A variety of administrative mechanisms that will describe the least costly approaches 
for implementation in a variety of local circumstances. 

In developing the guidelines, local variations in population rate of growth, types of 
proposed development projects, geography and differences in local government structure 
shall be recognized. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263.) 



65922.5. The guidelines established by the Office of Permit Assistance pursuant to 
Section 65922.3 shall be advisory in nature and in no way shall they constitute a mandate 
upon cities and counties to take any of the actions contained therein. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263.) 

65922.7. Subject to the availability of funds appropriated therefor, the Office of Permit 
Assistance shall provide technical assistance and grants-in-aid to assist counties and cities 
in establishing an expedited permit process pursuant to Section 65922.3. Any city or 
county receiving such a grant shall enact an expedited permit process within 10 months 
of the date of receipt. Nothing in this section or Section 65922.3 shall in any way 
preclude a county or city from establishing an expedited permit process pursuant to a 
procedure established solely by that county or city. If the office has adopted guidelines 
pursuant to Section 65922.3 and a county or city has established an expedited permit 
process pursuant to its own procedures, in all cases the process established by the city or 
county shall prevail over conflicting provisions of the guidelines. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263.) 

65923. The Office of Permit Assistance shall provide information to developers 
explaining the permit approval process at the state and local level. The office shall ensure 
that all state agencies comply with applicable requirements of this chapter. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263.) 

65923.5. (a) The Office of Permit Assistance may call a conference of parties to resolve 
questions or mediate disputes arising from permit applications on any proposed 
development project. 

(b) The office shall assist state and local agencies in an attempt to streamline the permit 
approval process at the state and local level. 

(c) The office shall provide information to developers to assist them in meeting the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, Division 13 (commencing 
with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code. 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263.) 

65923.8. Any state agency which is the lead agency for a development project shall 
inform the applicant for a permit that the Office of Permit Assistance has been created in 
the Office of Planning and Research to assist, and provide information to, developers 
relating to the permit approval process. 

(Added by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1263.) 




































































































