
Vacant Building Ordinance DRAFT 
09.02.600 Maintenance of Vacant Buildings. 
The Board of Supervisors finds as follows: 
A. When the owner of a vacant building fails to actively maintain and manage the building, the 
building can become a major cause of blight in both residential and nonresidential neighborhoods. 
Vacant buildings that are boarded, substandard, or unkempt discourage economic development and 
retard appreciation of property values. 
B. It is a responsibility of property ownership to prevent owned property from becoming a burden to 
the neighborhood and community and a threat to the public health, safety, or welfare. 
C. Vacant properties owned by banks, mortgage companies, and other investors present a & & l l e n g ~  
to County Code Enforcement staff when trying to contact the person who is responsible for a*e m a  
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Vacant Building: For the purposes of this chapter, the term "vacant building" means a building2hat3s --' - 
unoccupied, or occupied by unauthorized persons for any amount of time. - . . 
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Boarding: For the purposes of this chapter, "boarding" shall mean the covering of all entry points per 
County standards, including all open doors and windows, with plywood or other materials for the 
purpose of preventing entry into the building by persons or animals. 

09.02.620 Vacant building penalty. 
No owner shall allow a building designed for human use or occupancy to be a vacant building without 
active maintenance for more than thirty (30) calendar days, unless one of the following applies: 
A. The building is the subject of an active building permit for repair or rehabilitation and the owner is 
progressing diligently to complete the repair or rehabilitation. 
B. The building meets all codes, is ready for occupancy, and is: 

1. Actively being offered for sale, lease, or rent, or 
2. Is actively being maintained and monitored by the owner, as defined in section 09.02.630 of this 

section. 
Violations of this section are considered a misdemeanor violation per section 09.02.050 of this 
chapter. 

09.02.630 Maintenance and Monitoring of Vacant Buildings. 
Active maintenance and monitoring of the building shall include all of the following: 
A. Maintenance of landscaping and plant materials in good condition as required by CA Health & 
Safety Code sections 17920.3 (h) and 0). 
B. Maintenance of the exterior of the building in good condition as required by CA Health & Safety 
Code section 17920.3 (g). 
C. Regular removal of all exterior trash, debris, graffiti, stagnant water, combustible materials, and 
similar materials or conditions that constitute fire, health, or safety hazards. 
D. Prevention of criminal activity on the premises, including but not limited to illegal occupancy. 
E. Prevention of any condition recognized in law or in equity as constituting a public nuisance. 
F. Maintenance of owners current contact information in the Code Enforcement Unit case file. 

Once proceedings have been commenced pursuant to this chapter to declare a property to be a 
public nuisance under this subsection, no such property shall be deemed to be in compliance with this 
chapter solely because such property thereafter becomes occupied or changes ownership. 














