
Advisory Citizens Committee for Orderly Responsible Development 

Helen Baurnann, 
Board of Supervisors, 
330 Fair Lane, Bldg. A, 
Placerville, CA 95667. Dec. 5,2007 

Re: Agenda item #07-1882 LOTH Ball Field - Special Use Permit 

Dear Helen, 

As a member of ACCORD, an organized group of Cameron Estates residents who 
are dedicated to preserving the rural and residential nature of our community, I have 
found it necessary to bring certain matters to your attention. 

In regard to the Light of the Hills Lutheran Church request for a Special Use 
Permit to build a ball field on a five-acre residential parcel (APN 109-161 -3 1) in our 
community, zoned RE-5, we are opposed to such Special Use Permit. Our community has 
long been established as a rural residential community and we do not welcome the 
intrusion of a public ball field, with its accompanying detrimental noise and safety 
factors. 

This matter was brought before the Planning Commission for their approval and 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. The Planning Commission was misled by a 
fortuitous (?) error in the Application as submitted by the LOTH church. This error 
created confusion between the lot the church is built on which is zoned R2-PD and the lot 
the church wants to build the ball field on which is adjacent, but zoned RE-5. The error is 
on the second page (page 2 of 10) of the LOTH church application, first paragraph, third 
line from top, where it states a parcel number that should have been the number of the R2 
PD lot, (APN 109-1 61-01) but the parcel number of the RE-5 lot (1 09- 161 -3 1) was 
substituted, making the Planning Commission think that the lot the Church wishes to 
build the ball field on was one on which the existing zoning gave the church the RIGHT 
to build the ball field. (We understand parks and ball fields are allowed on R2-PD 
zoning.) Also the fact that the LOTH church grouped together the three separate issues of 
the re-zoning of the lot their existing church is built on, the revising of their original 
Special Use Permit and the application for the new Special Use permit on the adjacent lot 
has added greatly to this (perhaps also fortuitous) confusion. 



Due to this error the Planning Commission voted on an erroneous 
understanding. 

Commissioner Tolhurst stated at the Oct. 25 meeting that the existing zoning of 
this lot would give the church the RIGHT to build their ball field, but since the number 
was wrong he was applying the wrong zoning to the lot in question when he made this 
statement. The other Planning Commissioners relied on his statement. This error was 
perpetuated in the final wording, as written by staff, that the Planning Commission relied 
on when they voted on Nov. 8,2007. 

Another matter that should be brought to the attention of the Board of Supervisors 
is the fact that at the Oct. 25 Planning Commission Meeting Commissioner Dave 
Machado made a motion to approve the construction of the ball field with certain 
restrictions. These restrictions included the following: 

1. No lights. 
2. To be used from 9 AM to 6 PM only. 
3. For church use only, no community sports leagues. 
4. Signs to be posted around the property stating that the sports field is "For Church 

Use Onlyy' etc. 

Legal counsel for the Planning Commission stopped the vote on Oct. 25, and 
moved the matter to the consent calendar for the following meeting based on the need to 
go through the entire document (the Special Use Permit Application) and re-word various 
sections to avoid any contradictions that might arise due to the new restrictions. 

The matter was on the consent calendar of the next Planning Commission 
Meeting on Nov. 8" and at 8:30 AM it was voted on and passed 4 to 1 by the Planning 
Commission, with only Walter Matthews dissenting. ACCORD members attended both 
of these Planning Commission Meetings. Several of the members of ACCORD were 
allowed to speak at the first meeting. A smaller delegation of our membership attended 
the Nov. 8" meeting but was not given the opportunity to speak. Although we did wish to 
point out to the Commissioners that they had voted based on a misunderstanding of the 
facts, we were unable to do so and therefore very fivstmted. 

The new wording was not available to us before this second meeting. Also we 
understand that the Planning Commissioners did not re-read the new wording but relied 
on their staff. When we were finally able to obtain a copy of the "Attachment 1 - 
Conditions of Approval" and we read the new wording that staff had prepared for the 
consent calendar it did not reflect the intent of the original motion made by Dave 
Machado. We have brought this to Mr. Machado's attention and he agrees that the new 
wording of the motion, as prepared by staff, ("but not limited to'') does allow 'kiggle 
room" for the church to invite cornunity sports leagues to play their loud games in our 
quiet residential neighborhood on a residential lot. 

Two days after these restrictions were placed on the church by the Planning 
Commission the LOTH church sent a letter to the residents of Cameron Estates stating 



that they intended to bring this great new baII field "to the community." 'fhe letter made 
it apparent that they do not intend to abide by the restrictions the Planning Commission 
recommended. 

To review these facts: 
1. The Planning Commission voted based on a misunderstanding of the facts 

caused by an error in the Special Use Application as submitted by the 
church. 

2. The re-wording by staff (that the Planning Commission did not read but 
voted on) does not reflect their intent. 

3. The church wants to build a public ball field on a residential lot, zoned 
RE-5. 

We find these three issues to be of critical concern to those of us who do not wish 
to have a ball field built in our residential community. Please review the facts as we are 
able to present them to you and please deny this Special Use Permit. 

Signed: 

7- 
Tom Yancey, vice-~hai- 

Mailing address: 
4864 Flying "C" Road, 
Cameron Park, CA 95682 












