
Bob and Maria Brugger 
3220 Ponderosa Road 

Shingle Springs. Ch 95682 
February 4, 2009 

Mrs. Helen Bauman, Chairman 
El Dorado County Board of  Supervisors 
Supervisor, District 2 

SWAN COVE WEDDING GARDENS 
Appeal Hearing, Board of Supervisors 
Special Use Permit SW7-0025 
Tuesday, March 25,2008,2:00prn 

Dear Mrs. Baurnan. 

We are writing to express our intense opposition to the appeal by the owners of Swan Cove Wedding 
Garden Special Use Permit Application (#507-00251 scheduled for the Board of Supervisors agenda 
March 25"', 2008 at 2:00pm. 

The area immediately surrounding and east of the little "burg" of Rescue was intentionally maintained as 
RE-5 in the New General Plan because of2 to 5 - a c r e  parcels, families with animals or people seeking a 
quiet lifest y re. no existing commercial development. slow access to major highways and dangerously 
narrow-winding roads. It negates the very reason we all built here by destroying the quiet, peaceful 
ambience o f  the neighborhood and opening tbe door to rurtber commercial development, 

The proposed use, approximately 1 50fea+l- from the surrounding parcels, would be extremely 
detrimental to the R E-5 zoning of the Rescue Area Plan, There is NO commercial dcvelopn~ent (except 
for three quiet "home occupations" in this zone). from a little past the Shingle Springs Fire House all the 
way North to Green Val ley Road, a distance of three plus miles. The only exception to this is Sogno 
Winery, a 100-1- agricultural-parcel vineyard with tasting room, and accommodations for weddings. The 
proposed commercial wedding gardens, with planned crowds of F 50 to 200 people on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, would destroy the quiet nature of an area in a half-mile radius or more. The wedding held 
there in September, was heard by a l l  the neighbors ~ w o  or three parcels away and ruined our afternoon 
and evening. (Please see the attached Sequence of Events, parcel map oft he area and Petitions.) 

Loud noise, Iarge crowds of strangers, potential fire danger, unsafe ingress-egress, dust, road signs, 
increased traffic with the high probability of alcohol consumption mixed in, all add up to severe negative 
impacts that cannot be mitienfed. This business would datroy our quiet, peaceful neighborhood and 
current lifestyle, and cause possible danger. It does not belong here. We have lived w i t h h i s  ominous 
threat since last May. W e  ask that you surnrnarity deny this appeal with a unanimous vote, uphold the 
Planning Department recommendation, and allow us to continue our lives En peace. 

Bob and Maria ~ r u & &  

Attachments - 4 



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS - GOSZINGlSWAN COVE WEDDTNG GARDENS 

2005 Renel Gosling and Corene Becker create a website for Swan Cove Wedding Gardens. 

2/6/06 Renel Gosling and Corene Becker apply for business license "wedding planning 
and needs'" N N ~ ,  location owned by father, Keith Gosling. 

Planning Dept note: consistent with RE5 as a "home business" 
No more than 4 people at a time and by appointment only. 

A quirk in tlte fax assessors Index of Business Accounts processes the permiffor 
""Weddings and Related Services". 

Wedding gardens are prepared at 3 1 80 Ponderosa Road 
Tell Bntgger and Newberry neighbors it's for granddaughter's wedding in June. 

Gosling sisters participate in Bridal Show and book 4 weddings under business 
name "Swan Cove Wedding Gardens" (do not tell any neighbors) 

Granddaughters wedding. Early in day, sign appears at road, Swan Cove Wedding 
Gardens - call for appointment. During wedding, RenelIl Gosling tells Mrs. Brugger 
they found the DJ at a Bridal Show in January and booked 4 weddings. 

Front neighbors call County Planning and make a complaint a b u t  the wedding business 
in RE5 area of General Plan. Same day, Mrs. Bmgger calls County Planning to 
complain. Speaks to John Desario. She i s  told there is already a complaint file- won't 
take another compIaint. Mr. Besario says a letter w i H  go to the Goslings, They will have 
to get a special use permit to have business weddings and take down their Swan Cove 
business sign. (Nothing was said about tlis not being an acceptable use in this zone.) 

"Courtesy letter" goes to Gosling at 3 1 80 Ponderosa Road. (30 days to respond) 
Question? Was a site visit ever made, and by whom, and did anyone meet with the 
Goslings in person? Was a follow-up letter sent? (Nuthing in the letfer sfaf~d this was 
not an allo~~able use in RE-5.) 

Mrs. Brugger speaks to Mr. Gosling telling of opposition. Mr. Gosling asks 
her to speak to daughters. Daughters refuse. 

Mrs. Brugger calfs code enforcement office again - speaks to Jim Hms. He 
re-states a letter has gone to the Goslings. They have 30 days to respond. 

Mr. Gosling calls Code Enforcement office. Says they are just hrnily weddings. 
Code Enforcement personnel tell him it's OK as long as  for family even though 
there" already a complaint about business weddings. No follow up is done. 

Mrs. Brugger speaks to Mr. Gosling again. He tells her it's too bad. They will 
tell the County the weddings are just for family and they can have as many 
family weddings as they want. He said the planning department told them they can 
have I2 weddings a year and there's nothing the neighbss can do about it - 
the Goslings can do whatever they want. 



7-23-07 Mrs. Brugger goes to Planning Department Ofice - asks someone in the Code 
Enforcement ofice for a copy of the file. She is told she must make the request in 
writing. 

Mrs. Rrugger takes letter of request to Mr. Wasner. She is told the contents of the file 
are conf dential and she can't see them Mrs. Brugger informs the staff of Mr. Gosling's 
statement about lying to the County about weddings, She then talks xo someone in the 
Planning Department. He looks up file and says Mr-Gosling called on July 9'" to say 
there's nothing wrong with what they're doing; but no Special Use Permit has been 
applied for as of that date. This person says the f i l e  is not confidential. 

Mrs. Brugger goes to Sheriffs office to see if they can do anything to stop this business. 
She is told no, they do not cite zoning enforcement problems. The only thing she can do 
is caIi if there is a noise nuisance. 

Mrs. Brugger calls Mr. Wasner a b u t  2 weddings, one in August and one in September. 
Tells of discussion with Mr. Gosling saying they will lie about them and say they're for 
family. Mr. Wasner restates family weddings are OK. If it's a business wedding 
Mss, Brugger should call the dispatch ofice and he will go and cite them. 

Mr. Wasner calls Mr. Gosling abut no business weddings. Ms. Gosling says the 
wedding is for family. Mr. Wasner tells him he will have to prove it. 

Ms. Becker and Ms.Gosling calI the Planning Department to say they are having a 
wedding for their brother on Sunday. They are told tht"s O.K. The same week Gosling 
sisters file an application for Special Use Permit to hold weddings. 

Note t There is no cross-referencing with the code enforcemenifiIe+ 
T/i ey are not told this is not an accepfable use in RE5 zoning. 

Wedding rehearsal at the Gosling site, 

Early in day, Swan Cove wedding sign goes up at mad. 
12:30, wedding party members start arriving - guests arrive a IittIe later. Mrs. 
Rrugges calls dispatch of ice.  Mr. Wasner apologizes for not calIing her to let her know 
both Corene Becker and Renell Gosling called his ofice and said the wedding was for 
their brother su he can't do anything. Mrs. Brugger reminds him it's not for the 
brother, it"s the wedding they said they had booked at the Bridal. Fair in January. Ms. 
Wasner says he will contact them and they will have to show proof the groom is their 
brother 

Mrs. Brugger takes pictures of the guests, parking, and a guest shows her a wedding 
invitation. The groom's name is not that of their brothers, As the bride and groom 
leave they tell Mrs. Brugger they found the site on the internet and it was worth the cost. 

Mrs.Brugger goes to see Mr. Wasner to give information about the wedding. Shows proof 
the name of groom not their brother. Tells him they will lie again abut the wedding they 
will hold in September. Mr. Wasner says there is more bad news. The parties applied for 



a Special Use Permit and Mr. Mauer told the owners it will be OK to hold the planned 
September business wedding. Now they can have weddings for 200, not 1 00. 
Mr. Wasner tells Mrs. Brugger the county process is: 

once a party applies for a SpeciaE Use Permit, they are allowed lo conduct 
business during tlte process lime and the Counly will not cite them. 

NOTE: PLANNING DID NOT CHECK TO SEE IF THERE WAS A CODE ENFORCEMENT 
FILE RELATED TO THIS APPLICATION. THERE IS NO CROSS-REFERENCING 

I BETWEEN THE TWO DEPARTMENTS. 

8-3 0-07 Mrs. Bmgger meets with County Supervisor, Ron Briggs to ask what can be done to gap 
this fiasco. TI&. Briggs says he wf 11 talk to the Planning Director and Code 
Enfo'olcement Oficer and get back to her, 

9-04-07 Mrs. Brugger talks to County Fire Marshall, Chris Matthews a b u t  the potential fire 
hazard of 1 00 cars parking in a mown dry-grass field. She is told the County does 
nothing about that. If there is a f ~ e ,  they will respond and the property owners will Ix 
held accountable. 

9-05-07 Mrs. Brugger talks to Piesre Rivas in the Planning Department to repeat concerns. Mr. 
Rivas says he will refer the matter to Lany Appel, Planning Director. Mr. Appel wiIl call 
Mrs. Brugger. 

Mrs. Brugger begins petition form in neighborhood. All neighbors say "You can't have a 
commercial business in RE5 zoning", 

9-05-07 Mrs. Brugger calls Rescue Fire Department to see if anyhing can Ibe done to stop the 
weddings until the process is completed. Captain is to call her back on Thursday. Goes 
back to the Fire Department the next week and is  informed they wilI respond to a fie call 
and hold the people who cause the fire responsibre but cannot stop the business. They 
will review the situation when they are asked to comment on a Special Use Permit. 

September Mrs. Rrugger talks to different people in the Planning Department. She is told she and 
neighbors within a 500" radius will informed of the Planning Commission hearing for the 
Special Use Permit. She is told it could take 6 to 9 months for the hearing to take place. 
Note: The 508" radius only affects the immediate neigh boring parcels in Illis tone. 

Second commercial wedding is held . 100 to 150 people. A rock band with amp1 ified 
music begins around 5 3 0  and is still going at 9:30pm. The amplified noise is heard up to 
one-quarter mile away. There are three complaints to the County SheriK Music stops at 
10:30 pm. and wedding party begins to break up. Last guests leave around 1 I :OQprn. 
Mrs. Brugger contacts Planning Department again. She is told the Special Use Permit is 
in the process and neighbors will have to wait for the Planning Commission hearing. 

NOTE: The Plannine Commission was heard on Thursdav, Februarv 14,2008 
The unanimous vote approved the dcparrment recommendation to: 

I .  declare the use is inconsistent with the RE-5 zoning 
2. return the applicable amount of applicants fee 



PETITTON AGAINST SWAN COVE WEDDING GARDENS 
Renel GosIing'Corene Becker, OwnerlOperators 

3 1 80 PQNDEROSA ROAD 
SHINGLE SPRINGS 

Special Use Permit Application Number # SO - 07 - 25 
Zoning Enforcement File # 18 1 692 

We the undersigned are opposed to the granting of  a Special Use Permit For Swan Cove 
Wedding Gardens operating at 3 180 Pondcrosa Road in our neighborhood. This area is 
zoned For Estate Residential Five-Acre (RE5). Only those operations stared in the zoning 
code should be permitted. A n y  commercial business requiring a Special Use Permit is 
detrimental to our Jives and to the integrity of the General Plan, and must be denied. 

N d M E  ADDRESS 



PETITTON AGAINST SWAN COVE WEDDING GARDENS 
Renel GoslindCorene Beckcr, Qwner/O~rators 

3 180 PONDEROSA ROAD 
SHWGLE SPRINGS 

Special Use Permit Application Number # SO - 07 - 25 
Zoning Enforcement File # 1 8 1692 

We the undersigned are opposed to the granting of a Special Use Permit for Swan Cove 
Wedding Gardens oprating at 3 1 80 Pondetosa Road in our neighborhood. This area is 
zoned Tot Estate Residential Five-Acre (RE5). Only those operations stated in the zoning 
code should be permitted. Any commercial business requiring a Special Use Permit is 
detrimental to our lives and to the integrity of the General Plan, and must be denied, 

ADDRESS A 





PETITION AGAINST SWAN COVE WEDDING GARDENS 
Renell GoslingKorene Beckes, Qwner/Operators 

3 180 PONDEROSA ROAD 
SHINGLE SPRINGS 

Special Use Permit Application# 5 7 - d 625 
Zoninp Enforcement File #I 8 T 692 

We the undersigned are opposed to the granting of a special use permit for 
Swan Cove Wedding Gardens to operate at 3 1 80 Ponderosa Road in our 
neighborhood. This area is zoned for Estate Residential Five-Acre (RE5) and 
only those operations as stated in the zoning code should be permitted. Any 
commercial business requiring a Special Use Permit is detrimental to us and to 
the integrity of the General Plan, and must not be allowed. 

Name Address 
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PETITION AGAINST SWAN COVE WEDDING GARDENS 
Renel GoslingKorene Becker, OwnetlOperatars 

3 1 80 PONDEROSA ROAD 
SHINGLE SPRINGS 

Special Use Permit Application Number # SO - 07 - 25 
Zoning Enforcement File # 1 8 1 692 

We the undersigned are opposed to the granting of a Special Use Permit for Swan Cove 
Wedding Gardens operating at 3 1 80 Ponderosa Road in our neighborhood, This area i s  
zoned for Estate Residential Five-Acre (RE5). Only those operations stated in the zoning 
code should be permitted. Any commercial business requiring a Special Use Permit is 
detrimental to our lives and to the integrity of the Gcneral Plan, and must k denied. 

NAME ADDRESS 


