
SENATE BILL No. 1349 

Introduced by Senator Cox 
(Coauthor: Assembly Member La Malfa) 

February 20,2008 

h act to amend Section 5600.8 of the Welfare and Tnstitutions Code, 
relating to mental health. 

LEG ISLATlVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

SB 1349, as introduced, Cox. Public social services: local 
reimbursement for mental health services. 

Existing law creates the State Department of Mental Health to oversee 
provision of mental heaIth sesvfces throughout the state. The d e p m e n t  
contracts with cities and counties to provide these services. 

This bill would require that claims for seirnbunement by cities and 
counties for delivery of mental health services be pajd within 90 days 
of submission. If the claim is not paid within the 90-day period, and 
the funds were available to pay the claim, interest will accrue. This 
interest will be pajd from the department's budget, 

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 
Srate-mandated local program: no. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

1 SECTION I .  Section 5600.8 o f  the Welfare and Institutions 
2 Code is amended to read: 
3 5600.8. (a) The department may allocate the funds appropriated 
4 in Schedule (2) of Item 44413- 101 -000 1 of the annual Budget Act, 
5 to county mental health programs that meet programmatic goals 
6 and model: adult system of care programs to the satisfaction of the 
7 department. The department shall audit and monitor the me of  



these funds to ensure they are used solely in support of Adult 
System of Care programming. P f county programs receiving adult 
system of care funding do not comply with p r o p m  and audit 
requirements determined by the department, funding shall be 
redistributed to other counties to implement, expand, or model 
adult systems of care. 

(b) The department may allocate the funds appropriated in 
Schedule (3) of Item 4440- 101 -000 1 of the annuaI Budget Act, t~ 
county mental health programs for Children's System of Care 
programming. These funds shall be utilized by counties only in 
support of a mental health system serving seriously emotjonally 
disturbed children, in accordance with the principles and program 
requirements associated with the system of care model, as set forth 
in Part 4 (commencing wjth Section 5850). The department shall 
audit and monitor the use of these funds to ensure they are used 
solely in support of the Children's System of Care p r o m .  If 
county programs receiving children" system of care funding do 
not comply with program and audit requirements determined by 
the department, h d s  shalI be redjstrjbuted to other counties to 
implement, expand, or model children's 'system of care 
programming. 

(c) ( I )  The Controller shall reimburse any c ig  ccruny, or city 
and county within 90 days after the receipt of a ~imbtrmement 
cr'aim by the departrnenr. 

(2) Beginning on the 91sf day ajier receipr ojrhe reimbursement 
request, interest sha/l accrue or the Pooled Money Investment 
Account rare. The interest shall be paid from the depa~ment 's 
budget. 

(3) J f  suficient funds are unavailable, rhe Contmller shall 
mquest the Director of Finance to include QV mounts necessary 
to satisfi the claim in a request for o d&ciency appropriation. 

(4) Inieresr charges shall nor accrue againsf the department's 
budget for periods where ?he finding to the dqorrmenr is 
insuficient fo pay the claim. 

(5) J f  funding appropriated by the Legislarure for 
reimbursements pursuant to subdivision (a) is dqficieni, the interest 
charges shall not accrue against the department "sdger during 
the time that the finding is dejcien f. 



SB 1349 Senate Bill - History Page I of I 

COMPLETE BILL HISTORY 

BILL NUMBER : S.B. No. 1349 
AUTHOR : COX 
TOPIC : Public social selvices: local reimbursement for mental health 

services. 

TYPE OF B I L L  : 

A c t i v e  
Non-Urgency 
Non-Appropriations 
Majority Vote Required 
Nan-State-Mandated Local Program 
Fieca l  
Non-Tax Levy 

BILL HISTORY 
2 0 0 8  
Maw. 3 set fo r  hearing March 26. 
Feb. 28 TO Com. on HEALTH. 
Feb. 21 From p r i n t .  May be acted upon on or after March 2 2 .  
Feb. 2 0  In t roduced .  Read firss time. To Corn. on RL6. for assignment. To 

pr in t .  

http:/h4rww.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/07-0816i~Vsedsbb1 301 - 1 350kb-I 349-bill - 20080303 - his ... 03R0/2 008 


