
The BOSTWOlPVlEDC 
Sent by: Brenda J 
BaileyIPVlE DC 

To Cynthia C JohnsonlPV/EDC@TCP 

ec 

bcc 

Subject Fw: Code Enforcement Unit staffing 

CJ- 
This is related to Hem #52. 

Brenda 

- Forwarded by Brenda J BaileylPVIEDC on 0511 912008 02:42 PM - 
James J WassnerIWEDC 

0511 612008 12:04 PM To The BOSONUPV/EDC@TC.P, The 
BOSTWO/FV/EDC@TCP, The BOSTHREEIPVIEDC@TCP, 
The BOSFOURIPV/EDC@TCP, The 
BOSFIVEISLT/EDC@TCP 

cc David A StorerlPVIEDC@TCP, Larry S 
LohrnanPV/EDC@TCP 

Subject Code Enforcement Unit s t a f h g 5  

Board Members, 

The email in italics below was sent to you in February when during budget talks we first discussed the 
possibility of eliminating the Code Enforcement Unit. The issues below still stand true. 4 have recently 
been advised that an item will come before you next Tuesday advocating reducing the Code Enforcement 
Unit staff down to myself and a Development Technician. This would place us back where we were 5 
years ago, except that we now open an average of 40 cases per month instead of only 20. 

I propose we keep myself and two Development Technicians in the Unit, as they do the bulk of the 
important work by answering contacts from the public from both complainants and property owners, 
updating case files in our computer system, and sending the many letters we are requird to send during 
the course of a Code Enforcement case. Though our ability to visit sites would be drastically reduced, we 
would try and keep up with responding to the public, opening cases and notifying property owners of 
violations at a reduced but possibly acceptable level. Cases are prioritized by their danger to the public 
and we will always address the most dangerous. 

Again, I do not envy your job of attempting to balance the budget in these tough times. 

Jim Wassner 
Operations Supervisor 

Development Sew ices 
Code Enforcement Unit 
(530) 62 I -6539 

James J WassnedPVlEDC 

(21 1 9108) 
I recently saw the Code EnrOrmment Unri' mentioned in newspaper articles as a podble p/ace to cut 
funds in these times of tough budget decisions. Constmcfctrbn wifhout a permit and trailer occupancy 



without a permit comprke 75% dour case load Many ofyour constiiuenk may fee/ that fhese are not 
irnpoflant issues, but many of these cases are more !ban they seem at first glance. 

Last week / testified before the Grand Jury regarding the case of Calvin HamYck, a 9 month old boy who 
drowned in a Sga//on bucket that was being used to wfch water from a leaking roof Calvin. his 3 year old 
sister, and his parents lived in an unpermitfed stmcfure that lacked most of the basic requirements for a 
dwe//ing, in addition lo the lack of  a building permit. We do not know how many horribe am'denfs have 
been averled by Code En fommen?'s evoJvement pre venting the use of unsafe mod stoves or hestem, 
unsafe eleclncal wiring, gas p@ing, or unsar'e c o n s t ~ l o n .  We were too late for CaJvin, as we did not fmd 
out about his living conditions until wl/ed in by the Sheriffs Ofice just after the accident. ( Update, the 
Grand Jury has recently decided to indict Calvin's parents in his death.) 

Cast Friday I was a? a h u m  in Georgetown with bulb the SbennWs Offim and an APS worker in a case ?hat 
is all Too farnilia~: P w p / e  living in a frailer on the propew and in the e / W s  home have a//eged/y been 
"borrowing" money from the oldergenlleman to the point where he will now probabEy loose his home to 
~reclosu~e. Cases of frailer occupancy wjthout permit oRen involve much more sinister issues than just a 
fami/v who is down on their Iuck, /looking for af~rdab/e b h ~ ~ i n ~ .  

The Code Enforcement Unit has recently received addittuna/ casetoad regarding grading m1houtpe~t 
and erosion control k u e s  tbal are required to be enforced under the County's SWlMPpennit m7h the CA 
State Water Qualip Control Board We took forwrd to addifonat cases being generated regarding noise 
issues, oak tree removal, and other issues once the General Plan is adopted into ordinance. The Zoning 
ordinance is now being updated fo meet the General Plan requirements, which wry/ undoubtedly increase 
our work load as well. This is in addition to recenl proactive issues such as vacant bwifdings, Ranch 
Marketing issues and s@n issues, in addition to our current a s e  backlog. 

1 do not envy yourjob of balancing the budget in these tough times. I /#k forward to d~sussi#g the 
imporlanm of Code Enforcement to the Counw's health, we/&=, andquaiiv of life before importanf 
budge3 decisions are made. 


