
United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Off~ce 

2800 C o t t a ~ e  Way, Room \V-2605 
Sacramento, ~al i fornia 95825-1 846 

En Reply Refer To: 
87420-2008-TA-1115-2 

Mi. Alan Ehrgott 
American River Conswvancy 
P.O. Box 562 
Coloma, California 9561 3 

Subject: High Priority Land Acquisitions for the Protection of Five Listed Plants 
Found on Gabbro Soils, EI Dorado County, California 

Dear Mr. Ehrgott: 

On April 8,2008, the Amen'can River Conservancy (Consmancy) met with tbe U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Senice (Service) to prioritize potential land acquisitions for the long-term protection of 
the endangered Stebbins'morning glory (Calysregia s~ebbinsii), Pine Hill ceonothus (Ceanothus 
r~d~n'ckiu, Pine W i 11 flannelbush (Fremonlodendron decurn bens), El Dorado bed straw (Galilrm 
culr)fomicum ssp. Sierrae), threatened La y e ' s  butterweed (Puckera layneae), California rare 
species El Dorado mules ears (Wyelhia reticulare) and Red Hills soap root (Chlorognlum 
grand~lorum), and California sensitive species Bisbee Peak msh-rose(Helianfhemum 
sufsmtescens), plants found on gabbro-derived soils in westem El Dorade County. During this 
meeting we discussed several properties, that if ownm were wiIling sellers and the Conservancy 
secured suficient funds, would complement the Iands already preserved, add to the number of 
protected plant populations, and would move us closer to reaching goals defined in the Senice's 
2002 Recovev Plan for Ga bbro Soil Plants ofthe Central Sierro Nevada Foothiil's. 

At this pojnt in time, two acqvjsitions sank  in the Service's highest priority level, the Weiner 
Property ( I  67 acres, k3EN 070-01 1-1 8) and the Camage Hill Properties (four 5-acres parcels, 
APNs 070-261 -77,070-26 I -79,070-26 1 -80,070-241 -8 1). The Senice has based our 
prioritization on the following factors: 1) sellers are willing; 2) the number of species h o w  to 
occur on the parcels (5 of the 8 species); 3 )  the sizes and densities of these populations; 4) these 
parcels contain populations of El Dorado bedstmw or Stebbinshoming glory or both -- species 
which are underrepresented in the current Pine Hill Preserve (Preserve) lands; 5 )  the Iocations of 
the parcels with respect to the Cameron Park Unit of the Preserve; and 6 )  adding these parcels to 
the Preserve will likely improve management options for the existing protected Iands. 
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Mr. Man Ehgott 
American River Conservancy 
P.O. Box 562 
Colomn, California 9561 3 

Subject: High Priority Land Acquisitions for the Protection of Five Listed Plants 
Found on Gabbro Soils, El Dorada County, California 

Dear Mr. Ehrgott: 

On April 8,2008, the American River Consmancy (Conservancy) met with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service) to prioritize potential land acquisitions for the long-term protection of 
the endangered S tebbins*morning gIory (Calysregia stebbinsii), Pine Hill ceonothus (Ceanorhus 
ruderickii), Pine Hill flannel bush (Fremonfodenclron decum bens), ET D o d o  bed straw (Golium 
c~lvorninrm ssp. Siewae), threatened La y e ' s  butterwed (Packera lapeae), Cali fomia rare 
species El Dorade mules ears (Wyerhia rerialate) and Red Hills soap root (Chlorogalum 
grand~yorum), and California sensitive species Bisbee Peak rush-rose(He2ianthemum 
suflmiescens), plants found on gabbro-derived soils in western El Dorado County. During this 
meeting we discussed several properties, hat  if owners were willing sellers and the Conservancy 
secured suficient funds, would complement the lands already presewed, add to the number of 
protected plant populations, and would move us closer to reaching goals defined in the Service's 
2002 Recove7y Plan for Go bbro Soil Plants ofthe Cen~al  Sierra Nevada Foothills. 

At this point in time, two acquisitions rank in the Service" highest priority level, the Weiner 
Property (1 67 acres, APN 070-01 1-1 8) and the Caniage Hill Properties (four 5-acres parcels, 
APNs 070-261 -77,070-26 1-79,070-26 1-80,070-261-8 1). The Service has based our 
prioritization on the following factors: 1) sellers are willing; 2) the number of species h o w n  to 
occur on the parcels (5 of the 8 species); 3) the sizes and densities of these populations; 4) t h e  
parcels contain populations of El Dorado bedstraw or Stebbins' morning glov or both -- species 
which are underrepresented in the current Pine Hi31 Preserve preserve) lands; 5) the locations of 
the parcels with respect to the Cameron Park Unit of the Preserve; and 6) adding these parcels to 
the Preserve will likely improve management options for the existing protected lands. 


