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TO: Planning Commission Agenda of: January 14, 2016 

 

FROM: Lillian MacLeod 

 Principal Planner 

 

DATE: December 14, 2015 

 

RE: Dixon Ranch (A11-0006/Z11-0008/PD11-0006/TM11-1505/DA14-0001); 

Mitigation Measure HYD-1 Revision 

 

 

During incorporation of public review comments on the draft EIR, revisions were proposed to 

Mitigation Measure HYD-1 that would require the project to comply with the State Water 

Resources Control Board Order No. 2013-0001 DWQ effective July 1, 2013 

(“Order”). However, under Section E.12.c of the Order (Regulated Projects) “Discretionary 

projects that have been deemed complete prior to the second year of the effective date of this 

Order are not subject to the Post-Construction Standards herein.”   

 

The Dixon Ranch project was deemed complete on April 23, 2013, prior to the effective date of 

the Order. As such, staff recommends that the proposed revisions in the Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program and final EIR be revised again to reflect the language that was originally 

circulated with the Draft EIR.  The language in the Draft EIR is sufficient to mitigate the project 

impacts under CEQA, and would require that the project comply with the El Dorado County 

West Slope Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP), which was the controlling regulatory 

document in place at the time the project application was deemed complete. The proposed 

revisions consistent with the Draft EIR are indicated by strikeout/underline text, as follows:   

 

“Impact HYD-1: The construction period and operation period of the project could result 

in degradation of water quality in Green Spring Creek and downstream receiving waters 

by reducing the quality of stormwater runoff and increasing erosion/sedimentation. 

 

Mitigation Measure HYD-1: Implementation of the following two-part mitigation measure 

would reduce construction- and operation-period impacts to water quality to a less-than 

significant level: 

 

HYD-1a: Consistent with the requirements of the statewide Construction General Permit, the 

project applicant shall prepare and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

designed to reduce potential adverse impacts to surface water quality during the project 

construction period. The SWPPP shall be designed to address the following objectives: (1) all 
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pollutants and their sources, including sources of sediment associated with construction, 

construction site erosion and all other activities associated with construction activity are 

controlled; (2) where not otherwise required to be under a Regional Water Board permit, all non-

stormwater discharges are identified and either eliminated, controlled, or treated; (3) site Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) are effective and result in the reduction or elimination of 

pollutants in stormwater discharges and authorized non-stormwater discharges from construction 

activity; and (4) stabilization BMPs installed to reduce or eliminate pollutants after construction 

are completed.  

 

The SWPPP shall be prepared by a Qualified SWPPP Developer. The SWPPP shall include the 

minimum BMPs required for the identified Risk Level.  as well as the County’s West Slope 

Erosion and Sediment Control Requirements for active construction and site stabilization. BMP 

implementation shall be consistent with the BMP requirements in the most recent version of the 

California Stormwater Quality Association Stormwater Best Management Handbook-

Construction or the Caltrans Stormwater Quality Handbook Construction Site BMPs Manual. as 

well as the County’s Erosion and Sediment Control requirements.  

 

The SWPPP shall include a construction site monitoring program that identifies requirements for 

dry weather visual observations of pollutants at all discharge locations, and as appropriate, 

depending on the project Risk Level, sampling of site effluent and receiving waters. A Qualified 

SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) shall perform or supervise all inspection, maintenance, repair, and 

sampling activities. Although the QSP may delegate any or all of these activities to a trained 

employee, the QSP shall ensure that all tasks are adequately completed. 

 

In addition to the SWPPP requirement, the project shall fully comply with El Dorado County’s 

SWMP Storm Water Ordinance (Ordinance No. 5022), Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control 

Ordinance (Chapter 15110.14), Design and Improvement Standards Manual, and Drainage 

Manual. 

 

HYD-1b: The project sponsor shall fully comply with the requirements of the most current Phase 

II General Permit, as implemented by the El Dorado County West Slope Storm Water Program, 

Storm Water Ordinance (Ordinance No. 5022) through the SWMP, Grading, Erosion and 

Sediment Control Ordinance (Chapter 15110.14), Design and Improvement Standards Manual, 

Drainage Manual, and General Plan Goal 7.3. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, 

designing BMPs into project features and operations to reduce potential impacts to surface water 

quality and to manage changes in the timing and quantity of runoff associated with development 

of the project site. The BMPs shall include Site Design/Low Impact Development (LID) 

measures, such as minimizing disturbed areas and impervious cover and then infiltrating, storing, 

detaining, retaining, evapotranspiring, and/or biotreating stormwater runoff close to its source, to 

the maximum extent practicable. Hydromodification Management will also be included in the 

project design.  It should be noted that because the project site is characterized by shallow 

bedrock and low permeability soils, some LID measures, such as those that rely on infiltration, 

are not likely to be feasible at the project site.  Funding for the maintenance of all BMPs for the 

life of the proposed project shall be specified  the responsibility of the Home Owner’s 

Association (HOA) (as the County will not assume maintenance responsibilities for BMPs within 

private developments). The project sponsor shall establish a stormwater system operation and 

maintenance plan that specifies a regular inspection schedule of stormwater treatment facilities in 
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accordance with the most current Phase II General Permit. The HOA shall be responsible for 

long term maintenance of the stormwater system, including monitoring and reporting in 

accordance with the Phase II General Permit. The plan and subsequent reports documenting the 

inspections and remedial actions shall be submitted to the County for review and approval. 

Maintenance Monitoring, Inspection and Reporting documents required by the plan or the 

SWRCB shall be submitted to County or SWRCB on demand.” 

 

 

The revisions to the Final EIR, and specifically Mitigation Measure HYD-1a and HYD-1b, 

described in this memorandum are being made by the County to amplify and clarify material in 

the Final EIR subsequent to its publication and circulation. None of the changes or clarifications 

described in this memorandum constitutes significant new information added to the Final EIR, 

and the changes or clarifications presented do not result in any new significant environmental 

impacts, any substantial increase in the severity of previously identified environmental impacts, 

or the efficacy and feasibility of Mitigation Measures HYD-1a and HYD-1b to reduce significant 

impacts to a less-than-significant level. 
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