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Opinion: EDC wasting money on river committee
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By Larry Weitzman
In case you are wondering, RMAC is the acronym for the River Management Advisory Committee, a committee set up in
the early 1980s by the Board of Supervisors to help advise them on river and nearby land use issues. It is composed of
more than five members who have a vested interest in the river: an outfitter, a commercial rafter, a resident land owner,
two members of State Parks, a business representative, a private boater, and two members at large.

Meetings are attended by a few people. At the one | attended on Aug. 14 about 10 interested people were there, mostly
from the rafting community.

Adam Anderson is the chair and business representative. His connection is ownership of the Villa Florentino, which is
under scrutiny regarding its special use permit because of complaints. A hearing is scheduled shortly in front of the
Planning Commission. Anderson lives somewhere in Placerville, away from the river. | can’t tell you the names of the four
other members in-attendance. Also in attendance were our very competent:Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Laura
Schwartz and Vickie Sanders of Parks and Recreation.

The committee meets about 11 times a year, which creates a huge problem for taxpayers. But first | must describe the
meeting | attended which lasted nearly two and a half hours. My time watching Looney Tunes was better spent, it was so
unproductive (maybe it was a live action Looney Tunes). Not only did not one panel member understand their charge,
they didn’t evern understand their own agenda which consisted of three items. The first one was the approval of the prior
meeting’s erroneous minutes and the approval of the agenda for that night.

I also attended the prior meeting at the Marshall Gold Dlscovery Park Museum, which seemed to operati{ ultra vires. [They
were mostly concerned about the county’s recommendation that RMAC be disbanded.

After listening to Schwartz’s description of the nonfunctioning RMAC, many times not fielding a quorum, not
understanding their duty or “job,” not understanding their purpose, and certainly not understanding the Brown Act or how
to conduct a meeting, it didn’'t take a rocket scientist to see the writing on the wall.

After two and a half hours, the meeting was done and nothing was accomplished but to set another meeting and perhaps
another special meeting before the regularly scheduled meeting. The only thing | learned from the RMAC meeting was
government dysfunction at its worst. But there is more.

Attending this meeting were two very highly paid EDC employees. In fact, their total annual cost to EDC including salary
and all benefits as reported by Transparent California exceeds $400,000. That's an hourly cost of more than $200 an hour
combined. | am not begrudging the fact that they are paid a lot of money. | am sure they work hard; | know Schwartz
does. What | am pointing out is the fact that each of these meetings cost the taxpayer a lot of money.

You can be sure, with prep time, travel time, post mortem time after the meeting and actual meeting time, this meeting
cost you and me at least $1,000 or more for each one of these county dysfunctions. And they do this 11 times a year and
have done so for years. You can do the math, but this RMAC thing is no free ride.

And now there is an outcry that the CAO staff, and Parks and Rec staff has recommended that RMAC be disbanded. Why
did it take this long? To add some gasoline to the fire, RMAC has been nothing more than to protect the interests of the
commercial rafting industry, the concessionaires along the river and other related enterprises. Have they solved any
problems? No. The noise, crime, vandalism, and pollution are as big as ever. Have they ever told the board that it's many
times out of control? Of course not. But they do tell the board what a boon they are to the county. Yeah, sure. So is
Walmart, Big O Tires and every other business in the county, especially the hotels and motels. We get a special 10
percent tax off that tourist industry.

Let's determine what the “industry” really costs the county, sheriff, emergency response, environmental management,
code enforcement, and SUP violations. We need to know the whole nine yards and then the causation needs to pay their
way. Not the taxpayers. Disbanding RMAC is a great start. That alone will save the county over $10,000 a year, more
money that can be used for potholes and senior legal. Now let’s get an accounting of and for everything.

Larry Weitzman is a resident of Rescue.
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Melody Lane

From: Melody Lane <melody.lane@reagan.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:16 PM
To: 'Donald Ashton'; Michael Ranalli; shiva.frentzen@edcgov.us; Jim Mitrisin

(jim.mitrisin@edcgov.us); Roger Trout (roger.trout@edcgov.us); Vern R Pierson; Bob
Cosley (robert.cosley@edcgov.us)

Cc: James Williams (james.williams@edcgov.us); jvegna@edcgov.us; jeff.hansen@edcgov.us;
brian.shinault@edcgov.us; gary.miller@edcgov.us; 'charlene.tim@edcgov.us’;
brian.veerkamp@edcgov.us; john.hidahi@edcgov.us; sue.novasel@edcgov.us;
‘bosfive@edcgov.us’; bosfour@edcgov.us; 'bosone@edcgov.us'; ‘bosthree@edcgov.us’;
‘bostwo@edcgov.us'

Subject: Email communications with local government

On the last few occasions that I have attempted to submit materials to the Planning Commission or the BOS, the
emails have bounced back as “undeliverable.”

Yesterday I tried four times to submit material evidence to the Planning Commission concerning the 8/24/17
agenda item #4 — Villa Florentina SUP Revocation. Each time the email bounced back as

“undeliverable.” Despite a few phone calls, I still don’t know whether the Planning Commission materials sent
from my Gmail account were received and posted as requested to Legistar.

As you are well aware, I’ve experienced the same problem with Sheriff D’ Agostini who, in violation of his
Constitutional Oaths of Office, has totally blocked my ability to communicate electronically with EDSO

staff. In fact, | had to set up a special Gmail account just to communicate with Deputy Bernie Brown who was
assigned to investigate the identity theft, hacking of my Facebook and computer, not to mention the
proliferation of porn and liberal spam that I was inundated with. After I submitted substantiating evidence to
Deputy Brown, the Sheriff then blocked my Gmail account as well as adopting a passive-aggressive attitude
toward me.

Although suspects were identified and interviewed by Deputy Brown, including American River Conservancy
member Mike Bean who requested his attorney be present, there never was any follow up on the identity
theft/hacking investigation. I was informed the investigation was handed over to the IT Forensics division of
the District Attorney’s office; however Vern Pierson and Bob Cosley have remained equally
uncommunicative.

Meanwhile I was informed by Reagan.com IT Support today that the problem communicating with local
government is on your end. Below is a partial transcript:

Felix D.: According to our server we are not the ones preventing the communication. The limitation is on
their end.

Melody Lane: Meaning the government is prohibiting the communication?

Felix D.: Correct.

Melody Lane: Uh-oh. That's not good.

Felix D.: It would be best to contact their support and let them know the emails are not being delivered
due to their server.

Melody Lane: Can you email a transcript of this communication? This has tremendous legal implications.
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Den’t forget who you work for. You are either part of the problem or part of the solution, so in the interest of

government transparency and accountability, please ensure the above issues are immediately addressed and
properly resolved.

etody Lane

Founder — Compass2Truth

“There is no compromise when it comes to corruption. You have to fight it.” ~ A. K. Antony ~
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Melody Lane

From: Melody Lane <melody.lane@reagan.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 5:07 PM
To: jvegna@edcgov.us; James Williams (james.williams@edcgov.us);

brian.shinault@edcgov.us; gary.miller@edcgov.us; jeff.hansen@edcgov.us; Jim Mitrisin
(jim.mitrisin@edcgov.us); ‘charlene.tim@edcgov.us'

Cc: brian.veerkamp@edcgov.us; Michael Ranalli; shiva.frentzen@edcgov.us;
sue.novasel@edcgov.us; john.hidahl@edcgov.us; 'Donald Ashton’; Roger Trout
(roger.trout@edcgov.us); Jim Mitrisin (jim.mitrisin@edcgov.us);
‘charlene.tim@edcgov.us’; edc.cob@edcgov.us

Subject: RE: 8/24/17 Planning Commission Agenda Item #4 - Villa Florentina SUP

Attachments: 8-24-17 Planning Villa Florentina SUP Revocation.doc

This is the 4™ re-send, this time as a smaller document. Stay tuned.

From: Melody Lane [mailto:melody.lane@reagan.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 4:48 PM

To: jvegna@edcgov.us; James Williams (james.williams@edcgov.us); brian.shinault@edcgov.us; gary.miller@edcgov.us;
jeff.hansen@edcgov.us; Jim Mitrisin (jim.mitrisin@edcgov.us); 'charlene.tim@edcgov.us'

Cc: brian.veerkamp@edcgov.us; Michael Ranalli; shiva.frentzen@edcgov.us; sue.novasel@edcgov.us;
john.hidahl@edcgov.us; 'Donald Ashton’; Roger Trout (roger.trout@edcgov.us); Jim Mitrisin (iim.mitrisin@edcgov.us);
‘charlene.tim@edcgov.us'; edc.cob@edcgov.us

Subject: RE: 8/24/17 Planning Commission Agenda Item #4 - Villa Florentina SUP

This message keeps bouncing. Please confirm receipt.

Thanks!

From: Melody Lane [mailto:melody.lane@reagan.com]

Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 4:11 PM

To: jvegna@edcgov.us; James Williams (james.williams@edcgov.us); brian.shinault@edcgov.us; gary.miller@edcgov.us;
jeff.hansen@edcgov.us

Cc: brian.veerkamp@edcgov.us; Michael Ranalli; shiva.frentzen@edcgov.us; sue.novasel@edcgov.us;
john.hidahl@edcgov.us; 'Donald Ashton'; Roger Trout (roger.trout@edcgov.us); Jim Mitrisin (jim.mitrisin@edcgov.us);
‘charlene.tim@edcgov.us'; edc.cob@edcgov.us

Subject: RE: 8/24/17 Planning Commission Agenda Item #4 - Villa Florentina SUP

Jim Mitrisin, Char Tim:

The original email sent at 4 PM today may not have gone through. Please confirm this 2™ mailing was received
and properly posted to Legistar.

Thank you.

Melody Lane

Founder — Compass2Truth

Any act by any public officer either supports and upholds the Constitution, or opposes and violates it.
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From: Melody Lane [mailto:melody.lane@reagan.com]

Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 4:00 PM

To: jvegna@edcgov.us; James Williams (james.williams@edcgov.us); brian.shinault@edcgov.us; gary.miller@edcgov.us;
jeff.hansen@edcgov.us

Cc: brian.veerkamp@edcgov.us; Michael Ranalli; shiva.frenizen@edcgov.us; sue.novasel@edcgov.us;
john.hidahl@edcgov.us; 'Donald Ashton'; Roger Trout (roger.trout@edcgov.us); Jim Mitrisin (jim.mitrisin@edcgov.us);
‘charlene.tim@edcgov.us'; edc.cob@edcgov.us

Subject: 8/24/17 Planning Commissiocn Agenda Item #4 - Villa Florentina SUP

Please ensure the attached evidence is posted to Legistar and the 8/24/17 Planning Commission Agenda Item #4
— Villa Florentina SUP:

4, 17-0278 Hearing to consider Special Use Permit $10-0009/Villa Florentina Bed & Breakfast to determine if there is
substantial evidence that the Special Events conducted on the site are not in compliance with the Conditions of Approval
and determine if a hearing should be set to modify or revoke the Special Use Permit on property identified by Assessor’s
Parcel Number 006-132-28, consisting of 3.57 acres, in the Coloma area; and staff recommending the Planning
Commission take the following actions: 1) Find that there is substantial evidence that the Special Events conducted on
the site are not in compliance with the Conditions of Approval for Special Use Permit S10-0009; and 2) Direct staff to set
a hearing to modify or revoke Special Use Permit $10-0009. (Supervisorial District 4) (cont. 3/23/17, item #5)

Melody Lane

Founder — Compass2Truth

Any act by any public officer either supports and upholds the Constitution, or opposes and violates it.
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