Community transparency, community policing,
and the power of the false narrative

District Attorney



DA P10 Consulting Contract

* EDC public survey asked for more transparency and communication
from LE — letting taxpayers know what we do.

* Need for extreme confidentiality — for other departments P1O gives up
too much info. (Consequence of mistake - criminals go free, victims
rights violated) And, Early drafts contain sensitive info.

* Pub def [ other agencies using same PIO? Conflict. On occasion we are
prosecuting/investigating other agencies represented by county PIO...
For instance Brown act, and Phillip Garrido - represented by PD.

* Need for all hours availability.

* It's a team consisting of 2 investigators, one secretary and 2 attorneys
that aggregate and gather information



DA P10 Consulting Contract

* Protection of public and victims... re updates on most wanted...
tips for cold cases, and resolution of criminal cases (not just up to
arrest).

* Protection of elder and scam victims by outreach.

* Impact on citizens and victims of consequential changes in criminal
aw in California.

* PIO consultant good for clearer message and coalescing various
information sources into outreach to community.

Sheriff has one for same reasons.



Cutting edge - Pioneer of tech

* 2"d prosecutor’s office to be paperless in court (arguably 15
* Now, there are numerous DA's offices in the state

* 36,605+ cases are paperless

El Dorado County District Attorney

Gabriel©




Cutting edge - Pioneer of tech

» 15t prosecutors office to use sUAV’s to create virtual crime scenes
* 3sUAV's in fleet




Power of a false narrative on the
Internet

Known as the “Ferguson effect,” the phenomenon appears connected to the events in August
of 2014, in Ferguson, Missouri.

The effect is a product of a false narrative repeated over and over again without any official
response.

In Ferguson, a police officer shot and killed Michael Brown after a reported strong arm robbery

By August 11, 2014, The New Yorker's, Amy Davidson had posted an article highlighting
protesters with their hands in the air chanting, "Don't shoot me."

The article laments the shooting of an "eighteen year old running away from the officer, not
towards him."

1/

That same day the Wall Street Journal posted a story commencing with "Hands up don't shoot.

Also on August 11, Time magazine posted a similar narrative characterizing Brown as a "gentle
glant."



False Narrative Proven Wrong

* Autopsy results and bullet trajectory, skin from Brown'’s palm on the outside of
the SUV door as well as Brown’s DNA on the inside of the driver’s door
corroborate Wilson’s account that during the strug/c};\le, Brown used his right
hand to grab and attempt to control Wilson’s gun. According to three
autopsies, Brown sustained a close range gunshot wound to the fleshy portion
of his right hand at the base of his right thumb. Soot from the muzzle of the

un found embedded in the tissue of this wound coupled with indicia of
thermal change from the heat of the muzzle indicate that Brown’s hand was
within inches of the muzzle of Wilson’s gun when it was fired. The location of
the recovered bullet in the side panel of the driver’s door, just above Wilson’s
lap, also corroborates Wilson’s account of the struggle over the gun and when
the gun was fired, as do witness accounts that Wilson fired at least one shot
from inside the SUV

US DOJ report on the shooting of Michael Brown Mar 4t 201
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/doj_report_on_shooting_of_michael_brown_1.pdf



Power of a false narrative reaches El Dorado County




Social media accounts of the King Fire

* [t was an accident

* That guy is a hero, why are the cops after him?
* Cal Fire started it, they were negligent

aried the




Stuck in the middle (65042 views)
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Klng fire (9,419 Views)
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2017 Outreach.

Wanted Post and Video Views

2017 Cold Case posts and video views
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167,759 people reached 340,803 people reached



Outreach
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ElDorado Mugshot
11/10/2015

We would like your help finding JOSHUA STEWART HOLETS who has been

| arrested for 16 violations including POSSESSION OF NARCOTICS, DRIVING

UNDER THE INFLUENCE and MULTIPLE PROBATION VIOLATIONS.

JOSHUA STEWART HOLETS has 3 outstanding warrants totaling $400,000

for domestic violence, failure to appear, possession of narcotics and |

driving on a suspended license.

JOSHUA STEWART HOLETS is a 32 yoar old WHITE MALE adult, 5 FEET 10
INCHES tall, weighs 165 POUNDS with BROWN HAIR and BROWN EYES,

JOSHUA STEWART HOLETS has lived on Johnson Creek Rd., Garden Valley
and Deer Ravine Trail, Cool but he could be anywhere.

lfOOL!TS is aware he is wanted, so use caution and do not approach. If you

| see JOSHUA STEWART HOLETS, call 911, If you have information regarding

_his whereabouts, please contact Investigator James Applegate at 530-306-
y . . N . ¥ 3

ElDorado Mugshot
11/10/2015

Less than 24 hours later




State wide DA Facebook

Followers
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County wide Social Media

Followers

Animal Control DA Sheriff







Blog

57,953 average views per month



District Attorney’s PIO

 Contract with PIO is a small investment with monumental impact.

* Dual use of County PIO creates problems of conflict, message,
availability, confidentiality.

* Message from DA is needed to give victims and citizens updates on
crimes that go beyond the arrest.

* Message from DA needed for shifting laws in California —impact
sentencing, victims, and citizens safety.

* Post Ferguson —the need to communicate timely and effectively
has never been greater.



