
R 
Engineering News-Record 

Building Cost Index History-As of December 2016 

Like 0 j Send Tweet Share I 0 G+ Share 25 

HOW ENR BUILDS THE INDEX: 68.38 hours of skilled labor at the 20-city average of bricklayers, 

carpenters and structural ironworkers rates, plus 25 cwt of standard structural steel shapes at the mill 

price prior to 1996 and the fabricated 20-city price from 1996, plus 1.128 tons of portland cement at the 

20-city price, plus 1,088 board ft of 2 x 4 lumber at the 20-city price. 

View the ANNUAL AVERAGE For ENR'S BUILDING COST INDEX. 

ENR'S BUILDING COST INDEX HISTORY (1915-2016) 
- -- - - - ---

I YEAR I JAN 
I 

!MAR i MAY !JUN I FEB APR JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC AVG. 1 
I 

--- -·----- ---- -- - - -
I 

2016 5561 5588 5605 5632 5637 5636 5659 5669 5657 l 5681 5690 5722 5645 __ [__ -l-----'- - -- -
I I 

I 5518 I 

2015 5497 5488 5487 5501 5490 5507 5510 5514 ' 5541 : 5543 I 5563 5574 
-- - - - --- -

2014 I 5324 5321 I 5336 5357 5370 ' 5375 5383 5390 5409 5442 5468 5480 5387 
- - - . -

2013 5226 5246 5249 5257 5272 5286 5281 5277 5285 5308 5317 5326 5278 

2012 5120 5122 5144 5150 5167 5170 5184 5204 5195 5204 5213 5210 5174 

2011 4969 5007 5010 5028 5035 5059 5074 5091 I 5098 5104 5113 5115 I 5058 

2010 4800 4812 4811 4817 4858 4888 4910 4905 4910 4947 4968 4970 4883 

2009 4782 4765 4767 4761 4773 4771 4762 4768 4764 4762 4757 4795 I 4769 

2008 4557 4556 4571 4574 4599 4640 4723 4733 4827 4867 4847 4797 4691 

2007 4432 4432 4411 4416 4475 4471 4493 4512 4533 4535 4558 4556 4485 

2006 4335 4337 4330 4335 4331 4340 4356 4359 4375 4431 4462 4441 4369  
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YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC AVG. 

2005 4112 4116 4127 4168 4189 4195 4197 4210 4242 4265 4312 4329 4205 

2004 3767 3802 3859 3908 3956 3996 4013 4027 4102 4129 4128 4123 3984 

2003 3648 3655 3649 3652 3660 3677 3683 3712 3717 3745 3765 3757 3693 

2002 3581 3581 3597 3583 3612 3624 3652 3648 3655 3651 3654 3640 3623 

2001 3545 3536 3541 3541 3547 3572 3625 3605 3597 3602 3596 3577 3574 
r -
1 
2000 3503 I 3523 3536 3534 3558 3553 3545 3546 3539 3547 3541 3548 3539 

11999 

!~998 

I 
3425 I 3417 3411 3421 3422 13433 3460 3474 I 3504 ! 3505 3498 3497 3456 

3363 3372 3368 3375 3374 3379 3382 3391 3414 3423 3424 3419 3391 

333; --1 ;3~3 3323 3364 3377 3396 I ~392 3385 3378 3372 3350 3370 3364 
I 

1997 

1996 3127 3131 3135 3148 3161 3178 3190 I 3223 , 3246 3284 3304 3311 3203 

1995 3112 3111 3103 3100 3096 3095 3114 3121 3109 3117 3131 3128 3112 

1994 i 3071 3106 3116 3127 3125 3115 3107 3109 3116 I 3116 3109 3110 1 3111 

1993 2886 2886 2915 2976 3071 3066 3038 3014 3009 3016 3029 3046 2996 

1992 2784 2775 2799 2809 2828 2838 2845 2854 2857 2867 2873 2875 2834 

1991 2720 2716 2715 : 2709 2723 2733 2757 2792 2785 2786 2791 2784 2751 

1990 2664 2668 2673 2676 2691 2715 2716 2716 2730 2728 2730 2720 2702 
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ENR's 20-city average cost indexes, \vages and material prices. Historical 
data and details for ENR's 20 cities can be found at ENR.com/economics 
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CONSTRUCTION COST 10870.06 +0.5% +4.1% BUILDING COST 5901 .86 +0.6% +3.7% 

COMMON LABOR 22992.91 +0.2% +3.7% SKILLED LABOR 10195.99 +0.3% +2.7% 

WAGE S/HR. 44.11 +0.2% +3.7% WAGE $/HR. 56.40 +0.3% +2.7% 

The Construction Cost Index's annual escalation 
rate rose to 4 .1% from 3 .7% last month, as the 
monthly labor cost component increased 0.5%. 

The Building Cost Index's annual escalation rate 
rose to 3.7%, whi le the monthly component 
increased to 0.6%. 

Material 
Cost Index 
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1913=100 INDEX VALUE MONTH YEAR 

MATERIALS COST 3264,63 +0,7% +3,7% 

CEMENTS/TON 113.99 0.0% +3.9% 

STEELS/CWT 51.54 0.0% +3.7% 

LUMBER S/MBF 579.18 +1,2% +11 .7% 

The MCI increased 0.7% this month, with an annual 
escalation rate of 3.7%. 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////ll//ll////////////////////// 
Inflation's Pulse Year-to-year and monthly percent changes for ENR's cost indexes 
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SOURCE: ENR 

Cost Index Review 
CONSTRUCTION BUILDING SKILLED WAGES COMMON WAGES 

BASE YEAR 1913 1967 1913 1967 1913 1967 1913 1967 

2016 Oct. 10434.56 971 .41 5681 .63 840.98 9927.94 975.29 22172.53 1071 .59 

Nov. 10442.61 972.16 5690.35 842.27 9927.94 975.29 22172.53 1071.59 

Dec. 10530.94 980.38 5722.81 847.08 10011.37 983.44 22394.25 1082.33 

Jan. 10542.01 981.42 5733.88 848.78 10011 .37 983.44 22394.25 1082.33 

Feb. 10558.63 982.96 5742.06 849.93 10021.37 983.58 22416.64 1083.48 

Mar. 10667.39 993.09 5789.41 856.94 10021.37 983.66 22530.96 1089.02 

April 10678.15 994.09 5801.76 858.77 10061.45 984.14 22530.96 1089.02 

2017 May 10692.17 995.39 5815.76 938.89 10061.45 984.14 22530.96 1089.02 

June 10702.81 996.38 5826.40 862.41 10061.02 984.14 22530.96 1089.02 

July 10789.41 1004.45 5844.30 865.06 10090.19 987.07 22783.30 1101.31 

Aug. 10826.31 1009.30 5862.24 867.72 10132.56 991.25 22904.05 1107.20 

Sept. 10822.92 1007.57 5872.80 869.28 10157.89 993.70 22926.95 1104.64 

Oct. 10817.11 1007.03 5866.92 . 868.41 10168.05 994.52 22949.87 1105.04 

Nov. 10870.06 1011.95 5901 .86 873.58 10195.99r 1001.27 22992.91r 1110.36 
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