
EL DORADO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 
Meeting of September 12,2006 

AGENDA TITLE: Comprehensive Amendment to Cooperative Management Agreement 
for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County 

DEPARTMENT: Development Services/Planning 

CONTACT: Gregory L. FuzISteven D. Hust 

/ Services recommends that the Board of Supervisors: 
1. Approve, subject to a retroactive effective date of July 18, 2006, the comprehensive amendment to the 
Cooperative Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County, which would integrate 
approved Amendment 1 into this comprehensive agreement, substitute references to Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) with Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), except for EID, extend the expiration date 
to July 17,201 1, and update Figure 1 to reflect all lands included in the Pine Hill Preserve through June 26,2006. 
2. Authorize the Chair to execute the Comprehensive Amendment to the Cooperative Management Agreement for 
the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County. 

Financial impact? ( ) Yes ( X) No 
BUDGET SUMMARY: 
Total Est. Cost 

Funding 
Budgeted 
New Funding 
Savings 
Other 

Total Funding 
Change in Net County Cost 
*Explain 

Funding Source: ( ) Gen Fund , ( ) Other 
Other: 
CAO OMice Use Only: 

415's Vote Required ( Yes ( 4 ~ 0  

Change in Policy ( > Yes (Y/N~ 
New Personnel ( )Yes (9% 

CONCURRENCES: 
Risk Management 7 / l g / ~ 6  
county Counsel " //+ex' 
Other 

/ BOARD ACTIONS: 

Noes: 

Abstentions: 

Absent: 

Unanimous O r  

Ayes: 

Date: 

Attest: Cindy Keck, Board of Supervisors Clerk 

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of 
an action taken and entered into the minutes of the 
Board of Supervisors 

Rev. 04/05 I By: 



COUNTY OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
EL DOR4DO httn://www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/devsewices 

PLACERVlLLE OFFICE: LAKE TAHOE OFFICE: EL DORADO HILLS OFFICE: 
2850 FAIRLANE COURT 3368 LAKE TAHOE BLVD, SUITE 302 4950 HILLSDALE CIRCLE. SUITE 100 

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667 SOUTH LAKE TAHOE. CA 96150 EL DORADO HILLS, CA 95762 

(530) 621-5775 (530) 5733330 (916) 9414967 and (530) 621-5582 
(530) 622-1708 Fax (530) 542-9082 Fax (916) 941-0269 Fax 
Counter Hours: 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM Counter Hours: 8-12 PM and 14 PM Counter Hours: 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
bld~dept@co.el-dorado.ca.us tahoebuild~co.eldorado.ca.us bldqdept@co.el-dorado.ca.us 

September 5,2006 

Board of Supervisors 
330 Fair Lane 
Placerville. CA 95667 

Dear Board Members: 

Subject: Comprehensive Amendment to Cooperative Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El 
Dorado County. 

Recommendation: 

Development ServicesIPlanning Services recommends that the Board of Supervisors: 

1. Approve, subject to a retroactive effective date of July 18, 2006, the comprehensive amendment to the 
Cooperative Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County, which would 
integrate approved Amendment 1 into this comprehensive agreement, substitute references to HCP with 
INRMP (except for EID), extend the expiration date to July 17, 201 1 and update Figure 1 to reflect all 
lands included in the Pine Hill Preserve through June 26,2006. 

2. Authorize the Chair to execute the Comprehensive Amendment to the Cooperative management 
Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County. 

Reason for Recommendation: 

The proposed Amendment to the Cooperative Management Agreement was introduced July 18, 2006 (Agenda 
Item No.25) to the Board of Supervisors. The Cooperative Management Agreement was continued by the Board 
of Supervisors in order to allow staff the time to negotiate the substitution of the term HCP for WRMP. This 
has been accomplished and WRMP is used throughout the Cooperative Management Agreement, with the 
exception of EID which will continue to reference HCP. EID's use of HCP does not obligate any other 
participanttsignatory to the CMA to consider the preparation of an HCP. The proposed Agreement includes an 
effective date of July 18, 2006, and therefore requires the Board of Supervisors to consider retroactive approval. 

Two versions are attached of the Comprehensive Amendment to Cooperative Management Agreement: The 
first version is in underline and strikeout format to illustrate the proposed changes, and the second version is the 
final format if approved by the Board. 

Fiscal Impact: 

There is no identifiable fiscal impact associated with this proposal. 

Action to be Taken follow in^ A~proval:  



The Board Clerk's Ofice will forward copies of approved agreement to signatories of agreement. 

,' Gregory L'. FG 
' Development Services Director 

GLF: 

cc: US Bureau of Reclamation 
California Department of Fish & Game 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection 
El Dorado Irrigation District 
US Bureau of Land Management 
American River Conservancy 
El Dorado County Water Agency 

(Insert file name) 



Contract #: 
Cooperative Management Agreement For The Pine h i l l  
Preserve El Dorado County 

CONTRACT ROUTING SHEET 
PROCESSING DEPARTMENT: CONTRACTOR: . 
Department: Development Services Name: Pine Hill Preserve 
Dept. Contact: Greg Fuz/ Steve Hust Address: 
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DRAFT FORM 

COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
FOR THE 

PINE HILL PRESERVE, EL DORADO COUNTY 



FOR THE 

INTRODUCTION 

With this agreement three federal and two state agencies, one county government, one 
county aqency, one special district, and a local non-profit conservation group agree to  
pool their resources to conserve eight rare' plant species and the ecosystems that they 
inhabit. Five of these plant species are listed as endangered or threatened under both 
the state and federal Endangered Species Acts. 

The ecosystems to  be conserved occur on a large intrusive igneous body of the rock type 
gabbro in western El Dorado County. The uncommon properties of gabbro are the basis 
of the unusual plant communities that occur around Pine Hill. The geologic formation 
extends from approximately 2 miles south of Highway 50 in Cameron Park to one mile 
north of the South Fork of the American River, near Salmon Falls. Conservation wil l be 
accomplished by the establishment of a preserve system consisting of 7 
different sites. The preserve sites represent the extent of the geologic formation and 
the best remaining examples of the diversity of habitat types that the rare plants 
occupy. 

AGREEMENT 

This Cooperative Management Agreement ("Agreement") i s  made and entered into as of 
I 3n94 July 18. 2006 by and among the U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

(hereinafter referred to as "BLM"), the California Department of Fish and Game 
(referred to  as "DFG"), E l  Dorado County (referred to as "EC"), U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (referred to as "USFWS"), California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(referred to  as "CDF"), E l  Dorado Irrigation District (referred to as "EID"), U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation (referred to  as "BOR"), the American River Conservancy (referred to as 
"ARC"), and the El Dorado County Water Asencv (referred to as "EDCWA"). 

1 Throughout this Agreement, the term "rare" i s  used to mean unusual or 
scarce, and does not refer to "rare" plant species as defined in Fish and 
Game Code section 1901. 



This agreement i s  based on the following representations and statements of purpose: 

PURPOSE 

This Agreement defines the goals, roles and responsibilities of the parties to  this 
agreement ("Parties") for managing and administering all portions of lands currently 
owned by BLM, DFG, EC, USFWS, CDF, EID, BOR, ARC or EDCWA in western E l  Dorado 
County within the boundaries shown on the map titled Figure 1, (hereafter referred to as 
the "Pine Hill Preserve" or the "Preserve"), as of the date of this Agreement, and such 
other lands as the Parties add by amendment to  this Agreement. Lands within the 
Preserve in  which any of the Parties hold or obtain a lesser interest, such as a 
conservation easement, may also be subject to this Agreement, or added by amendment, 
with the recognition that lesser interests in land may be subject to constraints that 
affect the management of such lands. Furthermore, pursuant to this Agreement, the 
Parties intend to develop a detailed Preserve management plan reflecting the goals and 
responsibilities defined herein. 

The Parties that either currently hold tit le or anticipate acquiring t i t le or lesser 
interests, such as conservation easements, to lands within the Preserve, desire to 
coordinate to the fullest extent possible the protection, care, regulation, administration, 
improvement, restoration and management of those lands. The Parties recognize that 
their respective interests in those lands are subject to  different authorities and policies, 
and may be subject to different constraints that affect their management, but that this 
Agreement i s  intended by the Parties to define an administrative process and to 
facilitate cooperation, and consistency among the Parties and their management of the 
Preserve lands to the greatest extent possible. 

AUTHORITY 

This Agreement is entered into under the following authorities of the Parties, among 
others: 

BLM: The Endangered Species Act of 1973, Sec. 2 (c)(l) and Sec. 7. (a)(l). 
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Sec. 307 (b). 

DFG: Fish and Game Code Section 1802. 

EC: The authority of the County's participation is: California Constitution 
article XI, section7, which provides, "A county or city may make and 



enforce within its limits all local, police, sanitary, and other ordinances 
and regulations not in conflict with general laws." 

USFWS: Endangered Species Act, as amended. 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended. 

CDF: Authority: California Code of Regulations, Section 4126 - State 
Responsibility Areas for Fire Protection. The CDF has the direct protection 
responsibility for the purpose of preventing and suppression of fires that 
occur within E l  Dorado County encompassed by the Pine Hill Preserve. 

EID: The authority for the E l  Dorado Irrigation District i s  California Water Code, 
Division 11 (Irrigation District Law), 20500 et. seq. 

BOR: The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 e t  seq., 
and section 3406(b)(1) of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act 
(CVPIA), Title XXXlV of P.L. 102-575, October 30, 1992. 

ARC: As a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) public benefit conservation organization, the 
American River Conservancyf s stated mission includes participation in the 
conservation and recovery of listed species. 

EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Aqencv is California Water Code 
Appendix, Chapter 96, E l  Dorado County Water Aqency Act. 

THEREFORE, the Parties mutually agree as follows: 

1. APPLICATION OF THIS AGREEMENT - This Agreement applies to the administration and 
management of the following lands: 

A. All Preserve lands to which any Party holds fee t i t le as of the date of this 
Agreement (shown in Fig. 1). 

B. Other lands in the vicinity, i f  fee tit le i s  acquired in the future and the 
acquiring party or parties and all Parties to this Agreement agree, by written amendment 
hereto substituting a new Figure 1, to have such other lands administered and managed 
in accordance with terms of this Agreement. 

C. Other lands in the vicinity, i f  a lesser interest than fee title, such as a 



conservation easement, i s  acquired in the future for the purpose of rare plant 
preservation, the terms of the lesser interest permit the administration and management 
of such lands in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, and the acquiring party or 
parties and all Parties to this Agreement agree, by written amendment hereto 
substituting a new Figure 1, to make such lands subject to this Agreement. 

D. If a Party or Parties to this Agreement acquire in the future a lesser interest in 
other lands in the vicinity for the purpose of rare plant preservation, but the terms of 
that lesser interest do not permit the administration of such lands in accordance with the 
terms of this Agreement, each Party agrees that such lands shall be managed, to the 
extent possible, in coordination, cooperation, and consistently with the terms of this 
Agreement and the activities of the other Parties. 

2. GOALS 

A. The primary goal of the Pine Hill Preserve: 

The primary goal of the Pine Hill Preserve, in accordance with the Preserve's mission, is 
the preservation in perpetuity of the rare plant species and plant communities of the 
western E l  Dorado County gabbro formation. The unusual properties of the rock of this 
geologic formation and the Rescue series soils that have developed there, have given rise 
to a unique vegetation with at least three endemic species. Five species occurring at the 
Preserve are listed as endangered or threatened under both the state and federal 
Endangered Species Acts: 

Calysteqia stebbinsii Stebbinsr morning glory 
Ceanothus roderickii Roderickr s ceanothus 
Fremontodendron decumbens Pine Hill flannelbush 
Galium californicum ssp. sierrae E l  Dorado bedstraw 
Packera %wAe layneae Laynef s butterweed 

Two other species are listed on the California Native Plant Societyr s List 1 B, indicating 
that they are "plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhereff: 

Chloroqalum qrandiflorum Red Hills soaproot 
Wyethia reticulata E l  Dorado mule ears 

An eighth species i s  listed on the California Native Plant Societyr s List 3, their review l i s t  
for plants for which there i s  presently insufficient information to determine conservation 
status. 



Helianthemum suffrutescens Bisbee Peak rush rose 

A QMfl recovery plan for six of these species (the five state and federally listed species, 
and Wvethia reticulata) has been issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (\\&ea# 
Recovery Plan for Gabbro Soil plants of the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills"). The 
Preserve i s  a primary feature of the recovery plan. 

The plant communities that the Preserve is designed to protect include at least nineteen 
additional species that are either endemic to, or characteristic of, gabbroic or serpentine 
soils. 

B. The secondary goals of the Preserve are: 

(a) Promote research to  find management techniques that achieve the 
primary management goal. Because these plants and plant communities evolved in a 
dynamic ecosystem that involved periodic fire among other disturbances, effective 
management to preserve this ecosystem will require intervention by managers. To 
optimize that intervention, research evaluating the impacts of different management 
strategies will be fostered. Additional areas of research that are relevant to successful 
management of the Preserve are described in the draft Recovery plan. 

(b) Accommodate and facilitate educational activities including teaching, 
interpretation, and research that are appropriate to the Preserve and compatible with 
the Preserver s primary goal. 

(c) Institute a firelfuels management program with three objectives: 

(1) Vegetation management to promote the viability of the rare plant 
species of the Preserve, in a manner consistent with objective (2). 

(2) Protection of adjacent properties and structures from the threat 
of wildfire. 

(3) Education of the public about fuels management and prescribed 
fire. 

(d) Provide low impact recreational opportunities that are appropriate to  
the Preserve and compatible with the Preserve's primary and other secondary goals. 



3. COMMON 
responsibilities, 
knowledge, the 

RESPONSIBILITIES - In accordance with their respective rights, 
and authority, and in applying their respective expertise, skills and 
Parties shall do the following: 

A. Management Plan: Develop and adopt a phased management plan for the 
Preserve, which may provide'for separate specific management plans to be drawn up in  
the future for individual units within the Preserve. The Management Plan wil l be 
consistent with and in furtherance of, the provisions of this Agreement. The 
Management Plan will: 

(a) detail management activities including habitat management, fuels 
management, infrastructure construction and management; 

(b) describe public use; 

(c) identify threats to the special status plants within the Preserve and 
management actions to eliminate or minimize those threats; 

(d) set goals and establish a mechanism to promote research needed to  
inform management; 

(e) establish monitoring objectives; 
(f) define specific activities to  be undertaken and funded by each Party on 

an annual basis to accomplish Preserve goals; 

(g) define the rules governing all activities to take place on the Preserve; 

(h) provide for the development of annual work plans described in 
Paragraph 7 below, to carry out provisions of the Management Plan. 

Management of the Preserve will adapt to information from research and the 
monitoring of outcomes of ongoing management. The Management Plan wil l be written 
to allow for flexibility in  response to  the accumulation of new information. 

The target date for adoption of the Management Plan is December 1, 2006 A&& 
4+€@2. The Parties agree to meet andlor delegate responsibilities in this regard as 
needed to develop the Management Plan. 

B. Research: Promote, develop, screen, review, and approve or disapprove 



research projects (in consultation with all agencies affected by such projects) that would 
affect the ecosystems of the Preserve. Promote research that addresses issues critical 
to Preserve management through funding (when possible), the pursuit of grants, and 
outreach to educational institutions. 

C. Public Awareness: Enhance public awareness of the species and plant 
communities of the Pine Hill gabbro formation through on-site and off-site 
interpretation. Use the example of the Pine Hill formation to enhance public knowledge 
of broader ecological issues such as ecosystem processes, the role of fire in ecosystems, 
and biodiversity. Focus on-site public interpretation at the Cameron Park Unit. 

D. Law Enforcement: Cooperate in the enforcement of laws, rules and 
regulations consistent with their respective statutory and regulatory authorities by 
coordinating staff responsibilities and working with local, state and federal law 
enforcement officials. 

E. Resource Protection: Conduct their respective programs and otherwise 
exercise their authority and carry out their responsibilities on the Preserve in a manner 
intended to protect the natural resources of the Preserve. 

4. MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT ADMINISTRATORS - To carry out this Agreement and to 
ensure the coordinated management of the Preserve, the Parties agree to each designate 
an administrative representative for this Agreement. Moreover, all Parties will be given 
a minimum of 30 days notice of any changes in designated representatives. 

Designated representatives shall not have authority to make binding funding 
commitments on behalf of their Party. On all other issues, designated representatives 
shall have only the authority expressly granted in written instructions provided by their 
Party to each other Party. 

5. MEETINGS - Following the development and adoption of the Management Plan, the 
designated representatives of all Parties shall meet at least semi-annually. At least one 
meeting per year will be dedicated to the development and approval of annual work plans 
for Preserve management. Other meetings will be scheduled on an \\as neededu basis. 
The Preserve Manager (as defined in Paragraph 8 below) shall convene meetings of the 
Parties and shall preside at all such meetings. 

6. COOPERATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS - The Parties agree to coordinate policy 
decisions jointly. The cooperative administration process shall not be construed, 
however, to prohibit or restrain any Party from conducting its own business or internal 
planning on the portions of the Preserve which they own in fee title. 



A. Changes: Major policy or other changes to this Agreement will be made by 
amendment as herein provided in Paragraph 18 below. Changes that require amendment 
to this Agreement include, without limitation: 

(a) Amendment of Figure 1 to incorporate into the Preserve property to 
which any Party acquires fee tit le or a lesser interest after the date of this Agreement. 

(b) Addition of new parties to this Agreement and amendment of Figure 1 to 
incorporate such new Party1 s property in the Preserve, provided the new party signs the 
provisions of this Agreement as so amended. 

B. Project Planning and Implementation : The Parties agree to cooperate in 
project planning and implementation, to the extent possible, consistent with each 
Partyr s statutory and regulatory responsibilities. Because the appropriate regulatory 
agencies with responsibility for the protection of rare species and plant communities at 
the county, state, and federal levels are all Parties to this Agreement, there i s  the 
potential for an efficient process that complies with all relevant regulatory statutes such 
as the California Endangered Species Act, Federal Endangered Species Act, California 
Environmental Quality Act, and National Environmental Policy Act. 

The Parties will keep one another informed of major new developments as they occur. 
Activities recommended for discussion and cooperation include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

(a) Any action that might have a significant positive or adverse impact, 
directly or indirectly, upon any of the five plants listed as endangered or threatened 
under the state and federal Endangered Species Acts, listed in Section 2.A. of this 
A~reement. 

(b) Actions that have an impact on public access and public use of Preserve 
lands. 

(c) Development of conceptual designs for facilities, infrastructure, 
management or restoration at the Preserve. New or additional management needs, roles 
and responsibilities will be incorporated into the Management Plan on an annual basis. 

(d) Development of strategies to fund or raise funds for the management of 
properties within the Preserve. In connection with each identified funding source, a 
lead Party shall be designated to prepare applications to that funding source and to 
administer funds. 



(e) Review of mitigation project proposals and/or opportunities that might 
affect any or all Preserve lands. 

(f) Review of applications for any permits or approvals required to carry 
out the provisions of this Agreement or of the Management Plan. Nothing in this 
provision shall be deemed to supersede the statutory or regulatory authority of any party 
to make decisions with regard to permits or approvals. 

C. Reports: A l l  Parties will cooperate in the preparation of an Annual Work Plan 
and report of activities and accomplishments coordinated by the Preserve Manager. 

D. Unanticipated Action; Meetings; Informal Notice: Every Party shall be given 
the opportunity to review and comment on any major new action proposed to be 
undertaken by any of the Parties on the Preserve that i s  not explicitly provided for in the 
Management Plan or an Annual Work Plan. If this review and comment cannot be 
accomplished at a regular meeting of the Parties, the Party proposing the action shall 
give written or oral notice of the proposed action to the administrative representatives 
of the other Parties at least 30 days before taking the proposed action. For actions that 
may impact state or federally listed species, the time frames for notification to the 
regulatory agencies remain those specified by law and regulation. 

E. Emergencies: The procedure specified in Subparagraph D above does not apply 
to any emergency in which there exists, or i s  believed to exist, a threatened or actual 
loss of habitat values, structures or facilities on the Preserve or on adjacent lands, or a 
threat to public or employee safety on the Preserve or on adjacent lands. In the event 
of such an emergency, the Party best situated to respond may take such action as is 
consistent with the goals of, and the protection provided by, this Agreement and the 
Management Plan. The responding Party shall give notice thereof to the other Parties by 
any practicable means as soon as possible, before, during or after initiating response to 
the emergency. 

7. ANNUAL WORK PLAN - When the Management Plan i s  completed, the Parties shall 
adopt Annual Work Plans setting forth the particular activities needed to carry out the 
Management Plan. The Annual Work Plan may also assign nonrecurring responsibility to 
one or more of the Parties accepting responsibility for carrying out particular activities. 
Subject to available funding, responsible Parties shall provide the resources and staffing 
necessary to complete the tasks they have agreed to accomplish under the Annual Work 
Plan. 



8. PRESERVE MANAGER - A Preserve Manager will be chosen who has primary 
responsibility for the oversight of the Parties' activities which affect vegetation, wildlife 
and other natural resource values on the Preserve. This position will be responsible for 
coordinating and administering all activities on the Preserve, including burning, 
ecological restoration, research, monitoring, and public use. The Preserve Manager will 
be responsible for convening and presiding at meetings of administrative representatives. 
The Preserve Manager will coordinate the preparation of the Management Plan and 
amendments to the Management Plan, as well as Annual Work Plans and annual reports. 

9. BLM' S PARTICIPATION - BLM manages substantial portions of the Salmon Falls and 
Cameron Park units of the Preserve, as well as the core properties of the Martel Creek 
and Penny Lane satellite preserve units, and 40 acres in the Pine Hill unit. BLM lands in  
the Preserve support five plant species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act 
of 1973. As a federal agency, BLM is  mandated to further the purposes of the 
Endangered Species Act. Purposes of the act include the conservation of listed species, 
and the recovery of those species. Subject to the availability of appropriated funds and 
compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, BLM agrees to implement the 
following tasks: 

A. Management planning - Provide botanical and fire expertise for the planning 
process. Provide botanist to participate in inventory and monitoring of rare plant 
populations. 

B. Fuels management - Provide heavy equipment services for mechanical fuels 
treatments and for preparations for burning. Provide a fire specialist and equipment for 
prescribed burns. 

C. Special management designation - Designate the BLM lands included in the 
Preserve an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 

D. Research - Participate in setting priorities, designing and evaluating proposed 
research to address issues critical to Preserve management. Pursue funding 
opportunities available to federal agencies to promote research that furthers Preserve 
goals. 

E. General management approach - Exercise its authority under Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act as manager of federally owned lands to  preserve, protect 
and manage the unique natural ecosystems of the Preserve. Focus management on the 
conservation and recovery of the five species listed under the federal and state 
endangered species acts. 



10. DFG's PARTICIPATION - The DFG manages portions of the Salmon Falls and Pine Hill 
units of the Preserve. These lands are known collectively as the Pine Hill Ecological 
Reserve (PHER). The lands were purchased or transferred to  the State for the purpose of 
conserving the plant species that are the subject of this Management Plan. A 
management plan exists for the PHER lands that i s  compatible with the goals of this 
Agreement. Access to PHER (other than law enforcement officers, fire agencies, and 
DFG employees in the performance of their duties) requires written permission from DFG. 
Subject to the availability of appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and 

statutory requirements, DFG agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Oversight - Retain oversight authority of management activities on the PHER 
conducted by the Preserve Manager (defined in Section 8 of this Agreement). Only 
activities approved in writing by DFG may be conducted on PHER. 

B. Management - Conduct, in  i t s  discretion, management activities on the PHER 
for the conservation and enhancement of the rare plant species that are consistent with 
the Agreement, the overall Management Plan and Annual Work Plans. DFG wil l  
coordinate management efforts with the Preserve Manager and the Management 
Agreement Administrators (defined in Section 4 of this Agreement). 

C. PHER - Finalize a draft update to the PHER management plan and ensure that 
it i s  compatible with this Agreement and the overall Management Plan. 

D. Consultation - Provide consultation regarding compliance of Preserve activities 
with the California Environmental Quality Act and the California Endangered Species Act. 

E. Resource Protection - Participate with other signatory agencies in  
patrollresource protection, land management, research and interpretive activities 
throughout the Preserve to the extent feasible for available staff. 

F. Funding - Participate with other signatory agencies in the development of 
proposals to  obtain funds to complete the Preserve and implement the Management Plan. 

G. Availability of Funds - Participation in this agreement shall not exceed that 
allowed by appropriated State funds, nor shall the DFG be required to provide for any 
costs at such time that the DFG i s  no longer a party to this Agreement. 

11. ECrs PARTICIPATION - E l  Dorado County shall exercise i t s  authority via 
implementation of the adopted goals and policies of the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance with the intent of furthering the purposes of the Preserve. Subject to  the 



availability of funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, EC 
agrees to implement, at minimum, the following tasks: 

A. Preserve Designation - Maintain the existing Ecological Preserve designation 
as an overlay on the General Plan Land Use Maps which delineates the five Pine Hill 
Ecological Preserve units. 

B. Development Standards - Include in the Countyr s Zoning Ordinance additional 
development standards applicable to parcels of land which are affected by the Ecological 
Preserve overlay. 

C. Acquisition and Management - Participate in land and/or conservation easement 
acquisition and management in  a manner consistent with the implementation strategies 
associated with the five Pine Hill Preserve units as included in the background report of 
the General Plan. 

D. Funding - Fund a reasonable share of the total land acquisition cost and 
operations and maintenance cost as needed to implement the Pine Hill Preserve as 
authorized by adopted ordinances and fee resolutions. 

E. General Plan Compliance - Use i t s  discretionary review powers to ensure 
project compliance with applicable objectives and policies of the General Plan in a 
manner consistent with the Goals of this Cooperative Management Agreement. 

F. Technical Support - Provide technical support in the form of staff expertise 
and/or GIs mapping. 

G. Management - Participate in setting priorities, evaluating proposed research 
necessary to address matters critical to Preserve management. 

H.UTDINRMP- Strive t include the provisions of the Pine Hill 
~reserve~anagement Plan Z Y ' D a s a component of the Integrated 
Natural Resources Manasement Plan as authorized by the Board of Supervisors pursuant 
to General Plan policy 7.4.2.8. 

12. USFWSf s PARTICIPATION - USFWS does not own or manage any lands within the 
Preserve but i s  responsible for administering the federal Endangered Species Act. USFWS 
(Service) will participate in the implementation of the Recovery Plan for Gabbro Soil 
Plants of the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills, which includes the five listed plant species 
found in the Preserve and E l  Dorado mule-ears. Subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, 



USFWS agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Technical Advice - Provide technical advice on implementation of all aspects of 
the recovery plan 

B. Management Committee - Serve on the Preserve management committee 

C. Research - Work with the other signatory agencies to  set research priorities 
and to design andlor evaluate proposed research relevant to  Preserve management or 
biology of the species covered in this agreement 

D. Funding - Pursue funding opportunities available to federal agencies to  
further Preserve goals and work with other signatory agencies i n  development of 
proposals to  obtain funds to complete and manage the Preserve 

E. Public Awareness - Work with the other signatory agencies to  enhance public 
awareness of the species and plant communities of the Pine Hill gabbro formation, the 
Preserve, and the recovery plan. 

F. ESA Compliance - Provide technical advice or consultation necessary under 
section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act with regard to Preserve activities. 

G. W INRMP- Participate in the lnteqrated 
Natural Resource Manaqement Plan process in E l  Dorado County. 

13. CDFr s PARTICIPATION - The CDF owns a portion of the Pine Hill Unit of the Preserve 
(approximately 80 acres) and agrees to manage the portion of the Preserve to protect 
and enhance rare plant species located on this parcel. Subject to  the availability of 
appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, CDF 
agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Management planning - Review and approve all fire management projects prior 
to initiation of projects. CDF will evaluate impacts of fire related projects to adjacent 
properties as they relate to fire protection. 

B. Fuels Management - Coordinate all fire related management activities through 
the Vegetation Management Program Coordinator. Through the Vegetation Management 
Program (VMP), CDF will provide prescribed fire expertise and equipment for prescribed 
fire projects. The VMP Coordinator, under the direction of the Pre-Fire Division and 
Operations Division in the Amadorl E l  Dorado Ranger Unit, will determine to what extent 



CDF resources wil l be activated or deployed. 

14. EIDf s PARTICIPATION - The District has water main easements within the boundaries 
of the Cameron Park unit of the Pine Hill Preserve. The District has committed to access 
and maintenance of these easements to minimize the impacts on plants and habitat. 
These easements facilitate access to the preserve for fire management responsibilities. 
Subject to the availability of funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory 
requirements, EID agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. HCP- Participation in the development of a County Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) that will include the provisions of the Pine Hill Preserve Management Plan, when 
authorized by the E l  Dorado Irrigation District Board of Directors. 

15. BORf s PARTICIPATION - The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) acquired 29.23 
acres of land for the construction of Folsom Dam & Reservoir (T. 1 1 N., R.9E., Section 31, 
MDBM). This parcel i s  located within the boundary of the Salmon Falls unit of the Pine 
Hill Preserve. Under the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA), Reclamation 
and Fish and Wildlife Service have contributed $1.5 million dollars for land acquisitions 
for the Pine Hill Preserve. California State Parks and Recreation (Parks) i s  Reclamationf s 
managing partner for the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area. Reclamation will 
coordinate with Parks in managing Reclamation lands within the Pine Hill Preserve in 
accordance with the approved Management Plan. 

16. ARCf s PARTICIPATION - The American River Conservancy has provided fund-raising, 
acquisition and educational services towards the purchase of substantial portions of the 
Salmon Falls and Cameron Park units of the Pine Hill Preserve. Within the organizationf s 
fiscal and personnel constraints, the American River Conservancy hereby agrees to 
provide additional assistance as follows: 

A. Management and acquisition funding - Provide fund-raising expertise in habitat 
acquisition and management funding. 

B. Volunteer Labor in Preserve management - Provide volunteer support in the 
management of Preserve lands. 

C. Public education - Provide public education services such as guided field trips, 
traveling displays, public workshops and written materials. 

16a. EDCWA'S PARTICIPATION - The E l  Dorado County Water Aqencv wil l maintain 
active participation at Pine Hill Preserve Management meetinqs. The Water Aqency 
will continue to offer support in the protection, care and manaqement of the Pine 

14 



Hill Preserve lands. 

17. REDUCED FUNDING - The Parties shall endeavor to obtain funds for carrying out as 
many provisions of this Agreement as feasible. However, the unavailability or reduced 
availability of funding from any one of the Parties shall not operate to  suspend or 
terminate this Agreement. Whenever possible, the Parties shall reduce the scope of 
activities to adapt to changes in available funding, rather than terminate or suspend an 
activity. The parties recognize that the performance of each other Party under this 
Agreement may, from time to time, be unavoidably curtailed due to lack of funding. 
Funds shall be deemed available, i f  in the sole discretion of each of the respective 
Parties, they determine that funds are available. If activities must be suspended or 
terminated, priority shall be given to continuing habitat management. 

18. AMENDMENT PROCESS - This Agreement may be amended, as necessary or 
desirable, by a written amendment approved by all of the Parties. 

A. Any Party may propose an amendment by providing a written copy of the 
proposed amendment to the other Parties. No amendment shall become effective unless 
and until it has been approved in writing by all of the Parties. 

B. Any oral or written understanding that i s  not incorporated in this Agreement by 
amendment shall be without force or effect to modify the terms hereof or thereof or be 
utilized for the purpose of interpreting any provision hereof or thereof. 

19. APPLICABILITY OF STATE AND FEDERAL LAW - Notwithstanding any other provision 
herein, this Agreement is subject to, and shall not be interpreted to be inconsistent 
with, any requirement of the federal Endangered Species Act (1 6 U.S.C. Section 1531 et  
seq.) or any other applicable state or federal law or regulation. 

20. LIABILITY - To the extent permitted by State law, including but not limited to 
Government Code section 895 et seq., and to the extent applicable, by Government 
Code section 14662.5, each non-federal Party to this Agreement shall defend, hold 
harmless, and release each and every other Party from any and all claims, losses, 
damages, and liability for damages of every name, kind and description, including 
attorneysf fees and costs incurred, brought for, or on account of, injuries to  or death of 
any person, including but not limited to workers, other Partiesf employees, and the 
public, or damage to property, or any economic or consequential losses, which are 
claimed to or in any way arise out of or are connected with the services, operations, or 
performance hereunder of the releasing Party, its officers, agents, employees, or 
independent contractors, regardless of the existence or degree of fault or negligence on 
the part of any Party, i t s  officers, agents, employees, or independent contractors, 



except for the sole or active negligence of another Party, or as expressly prohibited by 
statute. Further, each non-federal Party that is named in a legal action with any other 
Party, i t s  officers, agents, employees, or independent contractors based on allegations 
of such a claim, loss, damage or liability for damages shall cooperate in the defense of 
the other Party, i t s  officers, agents, employees, and independent contractors, to the 
extent permitted by law and to the extent such cooperation does not interfere with the 
Partyf s own defense. As used throughout this paragraph, "officers" includes, but i s  not 
limited to, any person who is a member of a Party's governing body or who exercises 
executive responsibility. 

The federal parties to this Agreement will cooperate, to the extent allowed by law, in 
the submission of claims pursuant to the Federal Tort Claims Act, against the United 
States or a third party for personal injury or property damage resulting from the 
negligent act or omission of any employee of the United States in the course of his or her 
employment arising under this Agreement. The federal parties to this Agreement wil l 
hold harmless the other parties to this Agreement, their respective officers, agents, and 
employees from and against any and all claims, demands, losses, damages, causes of 
action, suits, and liabilities of every kind for injury to or death of a person or for loss of 
or damage to any property, resulting from any negligent act or omission of any employee 
of the United States in the course of his employment under this Agreement. Upon 
request, and subject to the Department of Justicer s responsibilities in the conduct of 
litigation, and to the extent the interests of the United States are not impeded or 
adversely affected, the federal parties agree to provide appropriate support to the other 
parties, consistent with the terms of this Agreement, in the other partiesr defense of 
claims arising out of the adoption and implementation of this Agreement. 

21. TERM OF THIS AGREEMENT - This Agreement shall become effective on the date 
the Parties hereto have executed it, and as to the State, upon approval of the California 
Department of General Services, and shall remain in effect until July 17, 201 1 March ?, 
W. This Agreement may be renewed by written agreement for additional five year 
periods until such time as all entities then a Party hereto decide to terminate this 
Agreement. Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement by delivery of a written 
notice of intent to withdraw at least sixty (60) days prior to the proposed withdrawal 
date. After the withdrawal date, the withdrawing Party shall have no further obligations 
under this Agreement except for those costs, i f  any, incurred prior to the withdrawal 
date and properly chargeable to the withdrawing Party. Withdrawal of any Party shall 
not terminate this Agreement as to the remaining Parties. 

22. CONSISTENCY - In the event of any conflict between the primary and secondary 
goals stated in this Agreement and the terms of the Management Plan or any Annual 
Work Plan, this Agreement shall prevail. 



23. EXECUTION - This Agreement is executed in eight (8) copies, each of which i s  to be 
considered an original. 

24. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS - Implementation of this Agreement by any Party shall be 
subject to  the availability of funds to  that Party. 

25. ELECTED OFFICIALS NOT TO BENEFIT - No member of or delegate to the Congress 
or resident commissioner shall be entitled to  any share or part of this Agreement, or to  
any benefit that may arise from it. 

26, SEVERABILITY - If any provision of this Agreement is judicially determined or held 
to be invalid for any reason, that invalidity shall not, however, be imputed to any other 
provision of this Agreement that was not so determined or held to be invalid. 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Cooperative Management 
Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County, to be duly executed. 

Signature Title Date 
U.S. BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Signature Title 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FlSH AND GAME 

Date 

Signature 
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Title Date 
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U.S. FlSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Date 
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Signature Title 
EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
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Signature Title Date 
U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

Signature Title Date 
AMERICAN RIVER CONSERVANCY 
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EL DORADO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 
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COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
FOR THE 

PINE HILL PRESERVE, EL DORADO COUNTY 

INTRODUCTION 

With this agreement three federal and two state agencies, one county government, 
one county agency, one special district, and a local non-profit conservation group 
agree to pool their resources to  conserve eight rare' plant species and the ecosystems 
that they inhabit. Five of these plant species are listed as endangered or threatened 
under both the state and federal Endangered Species Acts. 

The ecosystems to be conserved occur on a large intrusive igneous body of the rock 
type gabbro in western E l  Dorado County. The uncommon properties of gabbro are 
the basis of the unusual plant communities that occur around Pine Hill. The geologic 
formation extends from approximately 2 miles south of Highway 50 in Cameron Park 
to one mile north of the South Fork of the American River, near Salmon Falls. 
Conservation wil l be accomplished by the establishment of a preserve system 
consisting of different sites. The preserve sites represent the extent of the geologic 
formation and the best remaining examples of the diversity of habitat types that the 
rare plants occupy. 

AGREEMENT 

This Cooperative Management Agreement ("Agreement") i s  made and entered into as 
of July 18, 2006 by and among the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (hereinafter 
referred to as "BLM"), the California Department of Fish and Game (referred to as 
"DFG"), E l  Dorado County (referred to as "EC"), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(referred to as "USFWS"), California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(referred to as "CDF"), E l  Dorado Irrigation District (referred to as "EID"), U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation (referred to as "BOR"), the American River Conservancy (referred to  
as "ARC"), and the E l  Dorado County Water Agency (referred to as "EDCWA"). 

This agreement i s  based on the following representations and statements of purpose: 

1 Throughout this Agreement, the term "rare" i s  used to  mean unusual or 
scarce, and does not refer to "rare" plant species as defined in Fish and 
Game Code section 1901. 



PURPOSE 

This Agreement defines the goals, roles and responsibilities of the parties to this 
agreement ("Parties") for managing and administering all portions of lands currently 
owned by BLM, DFG, EC, USFWS, CDF, EID, BOR, ARC or EDCWA in western E l  Dorado 
County within the boundaries shown on the map titled Figure 1, (hereafter referred to 
as the "Pine Hill Preserve" or the "Preserve"), as of the date of this Agreement, and 
such other lands as the Parties add by amendment to this Agreement. Lands within 
the Preserve in which any of the Parties hold or obtain a lesser interest, such as a 
conservation easement, may also be subject to this Agreement, or added by 
amendment, with the recognition that lesser interests in land may be subject to 
constraints that affect the management of such lands. Furthermore, pursuant to this 
Agreement, the Parties intend to develop a detailed Preserve management plan 
reflecting the goals and responsibilities defined herein. 

The Parties that either currently hold title or anticipate acquiring tit le or lesser 
interests, such as conservation easements, to lands within the Preserve, desire to 
coordinate to the fullest extent possible the protection, care, regulation, 
administration, improvement, restoration and management of those Lands. The 
Parties recognize that their respective interests in those lands are subject to different 
authorities and policies, and may be subject to different constraints that affect their 
management, but that this Agreement is intended by the Parties to define an 
administrative process and to facilitate cooperation, and consistency among the 
Parties and their management of the Preserve lands to the greatest extent possible. 

AUTHORITY 

This Agreement is entered into under the following authorities of the Parties, among 
others: 

BLM: The Endangered Species Act of 1973, Sec. 2 (c)(l) and Sec. 7. (a)(l). 
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Sec. 307 (b). 

DFG: Fish and Game Code Section 1802. 

EC: The authority of the County's participation is: California Constitution 
article XI, section7, which provides, "A county or city may make and 
enforce within its limits all local, police, sanitary, and other ordinances 
and regulations not in conflict with general laws." 

USFWS: Endangered Species Act, as amended. 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended. 



CDF: Authority: California Code of Regulations, Section 4126 - State 
Responsibility Areas for Fire Protection. The CDF has the direct 
protection responsibility for the purpose of preventing and suppression 
of fires that occur within E l  Dorado County encompassed by the Pine Hill 
Preserve. 

EID: The authority for the E l  Dorado Irrigation District i s  California Water 
Code, Division 11 (Irrigation District Law), 20500 et. seq. 

BOR: The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq., and section 3406(b)(1) of the Central Valley Project Improvement 
Act (CVPIA), Title XXXlV of P.L. 102-575, October 30, 1992. 

ARC: As a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) public benefit conservation organization, the 
American River Conservancyf s stated mission includes participation in 
the conservation and recovery of listed species. 

EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California Water Code 
Appendix, Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water Agency Act. 

THEREFORE, the Parties mutually agree as follows: 

1. APPLICATION OF THIS AGREEMENT - This Agreement applies to the administration 
and management of the following lands: 

A. A l l  Preserve lands to which any Party holds fee tit le as of the date of this 
Agreement (shown in Fig. 1). 

B. Other lands in the vicinity, i f  fee title i s  acquired in the future and the 
acquiring party or parties and all Parties to this Agreement agree, by written 
amendment hereto substituting a new Figure 1, to have such other lands administered 
and managed in accordance with terms of this Agreement. 

C. Other lands in the vicinity, i f  a lesser interest than fee title, such as a 
conservation easement, i s  acquired in the future for the purpose of rare plant 
preservation, the terms of the lesser interest permit the administration and 
management of such lands in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, and the 
acquiring party or parties and all Parties to this Agreement agree, by written 
amendment hereto substituting a new Figure 1, to make such lands subject to this 
Agreement. 

D. If a Party or Parties to this Agreement acquire in the future a lesser interest 



in other lands in the vicinity for the purpose of rare plant preservation, but the terms 
of that lesser interest do not permit the administration of such lands in accordance 
with the terms of this Agreement, each Party agrees that such lands shall be 
managed, to the extent possible, in coordination, cooperation, and consistently with 
the terms of this Agreement and the activities of the other Parties. 

2. GOALS 

A. The primary goal of the Pine Hill Preserve: 

The primary goal of the Pine Hill Preserve, in accordance with the Preserve's mission, 
is the preservation in perpetuity of the rare plant species and plant communities of 
the western E l  Dorado County gabbro formation. The unusual properties of the rock 
of this geologic formation and the Rescue series soils that have developed there, have 
given rise to a unique vegetation with at least three endemic species. Five species 
occurring at the Preserve are listed as endangered or threatened under both the state 
and federal Endangered Species Acts: 

Calysteqia stebbinsii Stebbinsr morning glory 
Ceanothus roderickii Roderickr s ceanothus 
Fremontodendron decumbens Pine Hill flannelbush 
Galium californicum ssp. sierrae E l  Dorado bedstraw 
Packera layneae Laynef s butterweed 

Two other species are listed on the California Native Plant Societyr s List IB, 
indicating that they are "plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and 
elsewhere": 

Chloroqalum qrandiflorum Red Hills soaproot 
Wyethia reticulata El Dorado mule ears 

An eighth species is listed on the California Native Plant Societyr s List 3, their review 
l i s t  for plants for which there i s  presently insufficient information to determine 
conservation status. 

Helianthemum suffrutescens Bisbee Peak rush rose 

A recovery plan for six of these species (the five state and federally listed species, 
and Wvethia reticulata) has been issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
("Recovery Plan for Gabbro Soil plants of the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills"). The 
Preserve i s  a primary feature of the recovery plan. 

The plant communities that the Preserve i s  designed to protect include at least 



nineteen additional species that are either endemic to, or characteristic of, gabbroic 
or serpentine soils. 

B. The secondary goals of the Preserve are: 

(a) Promote research to find management techniques that achieve the 
primary management goal. Because these plants and plant communities evolved in a 
dynamic ecosystem that involved periodic fire among other disturbances, effective 
management to preserve this ecosystem will require intervention by managers. To 
optimize that intervention, research evaluating the impacts of different management 
strategies will be fostered. Additional areas of research that are relevant to 
successful management of the Preserve are described in the draft Recovery plan. 

(b) Accommodate and facilitate educational activities including teaching, 
interpretation, and research that are appropriate to the Preserve and compatible with 
the Preserve's primary goal. 

(c) Institute a firelfuels management program with three objectives: 

(1) Vegetation management to  promote the viability of the rare 
plant species of the Preserve, in a manner consistent with objective (2). 

(2) Protection of adjacent properties and structures from the 
threat of wildfire. 

(3) Education of the public about fuels management and 
prescribed fire. 

(d) Provide low impact recreational opportunities that are appropriate 
to the Preserve and compatible with the Preserve's primary and other secondary 
goals. 

3. COMMON RESPONSIBILITIES - In accordance with their respective rights, 
responsibilities, and authority, and in applying their respective expertise, skills and 
knowledge, the Parties shall do the following: 

A. Management Plan: Develop and adopt a phased management plan for the 
Preserve, which may provide for separate specific management plans to be drawn up 
in the future for individual units within the Preserve. The Management Plan wil l be 
consistent with and in furtherance of, the provisions of this Agreement. The 
Management Plan will: 



(a) detail management activities including habitat management, fuels 
management, infrastructure construction and management; 

(b) describe public use; 

(c) identify threats to the special status plants within the Preserve and 
management actions to eliminate or minimize those threats; 

(d) set goals and establish a mechanism to promote research needed to 
inform management; 

(e) establish monitoring objectives; 
(f) define specific activities to be undertaken and funded by each Party 

on an annual basis to accomplish Preserve goals; 

(g) define the rules governing all activities to take place on the Preserve; 

(h) provide for the development of annual work plans described in 
Paragraph 7 below, to carry out provisions of the Management Plan. 

Management of the Preserve will adapt to  information from research and the 
monitoring of outcomes of ongoing management. The Management Plan wil l be 
written to allow for flexibility in response to the accumulation of new information. 

The target date for adoption of the Management Plan is December 1, 2006. 
The Parties agree to meet and/or delegate responsibilities in this regard as needed to 
develop the Management Plan. 

B. Research: Promote, develop, screen, review, and approve or disapprove 
research projects (in consultation with all agencies affected by such projects) that 
would affect the ecosystems of the Preserve. Promote research that addresses issues 
critical to Preserve management through funding (when possible), the pursuit of 
grants, and outreach to educational institutions. 

C. Public Awareness: Enhance public awareness of the species and plant 
communities of the Pine Hill gabbro formation through on-site and off-site 
interpretation. Use the example of the Pine Hill formation to enhance public 
knowledge of broader ecological issues such as ecosystem processes, the role of fire in 
ecosystems, and biodiversity. Focus on-site public interpretation at the Cameron Park 
Unit. 

D. Law Enforcement: Cooperate in the enforcement of laws, rules and 
regulations consistent with their respective statutory and regulatory authorities by 



coordinating staff responsibilities and working with local, state and federal law 
enforcement officials. 

E. Resource Protection: Conduct their respective programs and otherwise 
exercise their authority and carry out their responsibilities on the Preserve in a 
manner intended to protect the natural resources of the Preserve. 

4. MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT ADMINISTRATORS - To carry out this Agreement and to 
ensure the coordinated management of the Preserve, the Parties agree to each 
designate an administrative representative for this Agreement. Moreover, all Parties 
will be given a minimum of 30 days notice of any changes in designated 
representatives. 

Designated representatives shall not have authority to make binding funding 
commitments on behalf of their Party. On all other issues, designated representatives 
shall have only the authority expressly granted in written instructions provided by 
their Party to each other Party. 

5. MEETINGS - Following the development and adoption of the Management Plan, the 
designated representatives of all Parties shall meet at least semi-annually. At least 
one meeting per year will be dedicated to the development and approval of annual 
work plans for Preserve management. Other meetings will be scheduled on an \\as 
neededM basis. The Preserve Manager (as defined in Paragraph 8 below) shall convene 
meetings of the Parties and shall preside at all such meetings. 

6. COOPERATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS - The Parties agree to coordinate policy 
decisions jointly. The cooperative administration process shall not be construed, 
however, to prohibit or restrain any Party from conducting i t s  own business or internal 
planning on the portions of the Preserve which they own in fee title. 

A. Changes: Major policy or other changes to this Agreement will be made by 
amendment as herein provided in Paragraph 18 below. Changes that require 
amendment to this Agreement include, without limitation: 

(a) Amendment of Figure 1 to incorporate into the Preserve property to 
which any Party acquires fee tit le or a lesser interest after the date of this Agreement. 

(b) Addition of new parties to this Agreement and amendment of Figure 1 
to incorporate such new Party's property in the Preserve, provided the new party 
signs the provisions of this Agreement as so amended. 

B. Project Planning and Implementation: The Parties agree to cooperate in 
project planning and implementation, to the extent possible, consistent with each 
Party1 s statutory and regulatory responsibilities. Because the appropriate regulatory 



agencies with responsibility for the protection of rare species and plant communities 
at the county, state, and federal levels are all Parties to this Agreement, there is the 
potential for an efficient process that complies with all relevant regulatory statutes 
such as the California Endangered Species Act, Federal Endangered Species Act, 
California Environmental Quality Act, and National Environmental Policy Act. 

The Parties will keep one another informed of major new developments as they occur. 
Activities recommended for discussion and cooperation include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

(a) Any action that might have a significant positive or adverse impact, 
directly or indirectly, upon any of the five plants listed as endangered or threatened 
under the state and federal Endangered Species Acts, listed in Section 2.A. of this 
Agreement. 

(b) Actions that have an impact on public access and public use of 
Preserve lands. 

(c) Development of conceptual designs for facilities, infrastructure, 
management or restoration at the Preserve. New or additional management needs, 
roles and responsibilities will be incorporated into the Management Plan on an annual 
basis. 

(d) Development of strategies to fund or raise funds for the 
management of properties within the Preserve. In connection with each identified 
funding source, a lead Party shall be designated to prepare applications to  that 
funding source and to administer funds. 

(e) Review of mitigation project proposals andlor opportunities that 
might affect any or all Preserve lands. 

(f) Review of applications for any permits or approvals required to carry 
out the provisions of this Agreement or of the Management Plan. Nothing in this 
provision shall be deemed to supersede the statutory or regulatory authority of any 
party to make decisions with regard to permits or approvals. 

C. Reports: A l l  Parties will cooperate in the preparation of an Annual Work 
Plan and report of activities and accomplishments coordinated by the Preserve 
Manager. 

D. Unanticipated Action; Meetings; Informal Notice: Every Party shall be 
given the opportunity to review and comment on any major new action proposed to 
be undertaken by any of the Parties on the Preserve that i s  not explicitly provided for 
in the Management Plan or an Annual Work Plan. If this review and comment cannot 



be accomplished at a regular meeting of the Parties, the Party proposing the action 
shall give written or oral notice of the proposed action to the administrative 
representatives of the other Parties at least 30 days before taking the proposed 
action. For actions that may impact state or federally listed species, the time frames 
for notification to the regulatory agencies remain those specified by law and 
regulation. 

E. Emergencies: The procedure specified in Subparagraph D above does not 
apply to any emergency in which there exists, or i s  believed to exist, a threatened or 
actual loss of habitat values, structures or facilities on the Preserve or on adjacent 
lands, or a threat to public or employee safety on the Preserve or on adjacent lands. 
In the event of such an emergency, the Party best situated to respond may take such 
action as i s  consistent with the goals of, and the protection provided by, this 
Agreement and the Management Plan. The responding Party shall give notice thereof 
to the other Parties by any practicable means as soon as possible, before, during or 
after initiating response to the emergency. 

7. ANNUAL WORK PLAN - When the Management Plan i s  completed, the Parties shall 
adopt Annual Work Plans setting forth the particular activities needed to carry out the 
Management Plan. The Annual Work Plan may also assign nonrecurring responsibility 
to one or more of the Parties accepting responsibility for carrying out particular 
activities. Subject to  available funding, responsible Parties shall provide the 
resources and staffing necessary to complete the tasks they have agreed to 
accomplish under the Annual Work Plan. 

8. PRESERVE MANAGER - A Preserve Manager wil l be chosen who has primary 
responsibility for the oversight of the Parties' activities which affect vegetation, 
wildlife and other natural resource values on the Preserve. This position wil l be 
responsible for coordinating and administering all activities on the Preserve, including 
burning, ecological restoration, research, monitoring, and public use. The Preserve 
Manager wil l be responsible for convening and presiding at meetings of administrative 
representatives. The Preserve Manager will coordinate the preparation of the 
Management Plan and amendments to the Management Plan, as well as Annual Work 
Plans and annual reports. 

9. BLM1S PARTICIPATION - BLM manages substantial portions of the Salmon Falls and 
Cameron Park units of the Preserve, as well as the core properties of the Martel Creek 
and Penny Lane satellite preserve units, and 40 acres in the Pine Hill unit. BLM lands 
in the Preserve support five plant species listed under the federal Endangered Species 
Act of 1973. As a federal agency, BLM i s  mandated to further the purposes of the 
Endangered Species Act. Purposes of the act include the conservation of listed 
species, and the recovery of those species. Subject to the availability of appropriated 



funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, BLM agrees to 
implement the following tasks: 

A. Management planning - Provide botanical and fire expertise for the planning 
process. Provide botanist to participate in inventory and monitoring of rare plant 
populations. 

B. Fuels management - Provide heavy equipment services for mechanical fuels 
treatments and for preparations for burning. Provide a fire specialist and equipment 
for prescribed burns. 

C. Special management designation - Designate the BLM lands included in the 
Preserve an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 

D. Research - Participate in setting priorities, designing and evaluating 
proposed research to address issues critical to Preserve management. Pursue funding 
opportunities available to federal agencies to promote research that furthers Preserve 
goals. 

E. General management approach - Exercise its authority under Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act as manager of federally owned lands to preserve, protect 
and manage the unique natural ecosystems of the Preserve. Focus management on 
the conservation and recovery of the five species listed under the federal and state 
endangered species acts. 

10. DFG's PARTICIPATION - The DFG manages portions of the Salmon Falls and Pine 
Hill units of the Preserve. These lands are known collectively as the Pine Hill 
Ecological Reserve (PHER). The lands were purchased or transferred to the State for 
the purpose of conserving the plant species that are the subject of this Management 
Plan. A management plan exists for the PHER lands that is compatible with the goals 
of this Agreement. Access to PHER (other than law enforcement officers, fire 
agencies, and DFG employees in the performance of their duties) requires written 
permission from DFG. Subject to the availability of appropriated funds and 
compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, DFG agrees to implement 
the following tasks: 

A. Oversight - Retain oversight authority of management activities on the PHER 
conducted by the Preserve Manager (defined in Section 8 of this Agreement). Only 
activities approved in writing by DFG may be conducted on PHER. 

B. Management - Conduct, in i t s  discretion, management activities on the 
PHER for the conservation and enhancement of the rare plant species that are 
consistent with the Agreement, the overall Management Plan and Annual Work Plans. 
DFG will coordinate management efforts with the Preserve Manager and the 



Management Agreement Administrators (defined in Section 4 of this Agreement). 

C. PHER - Finalize a draft update to the PHER management plan and ensure 
that it i s  compatible with this Agreement and the overall Management Plan. 

D. Consultation - Provide consultation regarding compliance of Preserve 
activities with the California Environmental Quality Act and the California Endangered 
Species Act. 

E. Resource Protection - Participate with other signatory agencies in 
patrol/resource protection, land management, research and interpretive activities 
throughout the Preserve to the extent feasible for available staff. 

F. Funding - Participate with other signatory agencies in the development of 
proposals to obtain funds to complete the Preserve and implement the Management 
Plan. 

G. Availability of Funds - Participation in this agreement shall not exceed that 
allowed by appropriated State funds, nor shall the DFG be required to provide for any 
costs at such time that the DFG is  no longer a party to this Agreement. 

11. ECrs PARTICIPATION - E l  Dorado County shall exercise i t s  authority via 
implementation of the adopted goals and policies of the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance with the intent of furthering the purposes of the Preserve. Subject to the 
availability of funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, 
EC agrees to implement, at minimum, the following tasks: 

A. Preserve Designation - Maintain the existing Ecological Preserve 
designation as an overlay on the General Plan Land Use Maps which delineates the five 
Pine Hill Ecological Preserve units. 

B. Development Standards - Include in the County's Zoning Ordinance 
additional development standards applicable to parcels of land which are affected by 
the Ecological Preserve overlay. 

C. Acquisition and Management - Participate in land and/or conservation 
easement acquisition and management in a manner consistent with the 
implementation strategies associated with the five Pine Hill Preserve units as included 
in the background report of the General Plan. 

D. Funding - Fund a reasonable share of the total land acquisition cost and 
operations and maintenance cost as needed to implement the Pine Hill Preserve as 
authorized by adopted ordinances and fee resolutions. 



E. General Plan Compliance - Use i t s  discretionary review powers to ensure 
project compliance with applicable objectives and policies of the General Plan in a 
manner consistent with the Goals of this Cooperative Management Agreement. 

F. Technical Support - Provide technical support in the form of staff expertise 
and/or GIS mapping. 

G. Management - Participate in setting priorities, evaluating proposed research 
necessary to address matters critical to Preserve management. 

H. INRMP- Strive to include the provisions of the Pine Hill Preserve Management 
Plan as a component of the lntegrated Natural Resources Management Plan as 
authorized by the Board of Supervisors-pursuant to General Plan policy 7.4.2.8. 

12. USFWS1s PARTICIPATION - USFWS does not own or manage any lands within the 
Preserve but i s  responsible for administering the federal Endangered Species Act. 
USFWS (Service) will participate in the implementation of the Recovery Plan for 
Gabbro Soil Plants of the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills, which includes the five 
listed plant species found in the Preserve and E l  Dorado mule-ears. Subject to the 
availability of appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory 
requirements, USFWS agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Technical Advice - Provide technical advice on implementation of all 
aspects of the recovery plan 

B. Management Committee - Serve on the Preserve management committee 

C. Research - Work with the other signatory agencies to set research priorities 
and to design and/or evaluate proposed research relevant to Preserve management or 
biology of the species covered in this agreement 

D. Funding - Pursue funding opportunities available to federal agencies to 
further Preserve goals and work with other signatory agencies in development of 
proposals to obtain funds to complete and manage the Preserve 

E. Public Awareness - Work with the other signatory agencies to enhance 
public awareness of the species and plant communities of the Pine Hill gabbro 
formation, the Preserve, and the recovery plan. 

F. ESA Compliance - Provide technical advice or consultation necessary under 
section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act with regard to Preserve activities. 

G. INRMP- Participate in the lntegrated Natural Resource Management Plan 
process in E l  Dorado County. 



13. CDFrs PARTICIPATION - The CDF owns a portion of the Pine Hill Unit of the 
Preserve (approximately 80 acres) and agrees to manage the portion of the Preserve 
to protect and enhance rare plant species located on this parcel. Subject to the 
availability of appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory 
requirements, CDF agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Management planning - Review and approve all fire management projects 
prior to initiation of projects. CDF will evaluate impacts of fire related projects to 
adjacent properties as they relate to  fire protection. 

B. Fuels Management - Coordinate all fire related management activities 
through the Vegetation Management Program Coordinator. Through the Vegetation 
Management Program (VMP), CDF will provide prescribed fire expertise and 
equipment for prescribed fire projects. The VMP Coordinator, under the direction of 
the Pre-Fire Division and Operations Division in the Amadorl El  Dorado Ranger Unit, 
will determine to what extent CDF resources will be activated or deployed. 

14. EIDrs PARTICIPATION - The District has water main easements within the 
boundaries of the Cameron Park unit of the Pine Hill Preserve. The District has 
committed to  access and maintenance of these easements to minimize the impacts on 
plants and habitat. These easements facilitate access to  the preserve for fire 
management responsibilities. Subject to the availability of funds and compliance 
with all regulatory and statutory requirements, EID agrees to implement the following 
tasks: 

A. HCP- Participation in the development of a County Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP) that wil l include the provisions of the Pine Hill Preserve Management Plan, 
when authorized by the E l  Dorado Irrigation District Board of Directors. 

15. BORr s PARTICIPATION - The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) acquired 
29.23 acres of land for the construction of Folsom Dam & Reservoir (T.IIN., R.9E., 
Section 31, MDBM). This parcel i s  located within the boundary of the Salmon Falls 
unit of the Pine Hill Preserve. Under the Central Valley Project Improvement Act 
(CVPIA), Reclamation and Fish and Wildlife Service have contributed $1.5 million 
dollars for land acquisitions for the Pine Hill Preserve. California State Parks and 
Recreation (Parks) i s  Reclamationf s managing partner for the Folsom Lake State 
Recreation Area. Reclamation will coordinate with Parks in managing Reclamation 
lands within the Pine Hill Preserve in accordance with the approved Management 
Plan. 

16. ARC1 s PARTICIPATION - The American River Conservancy has provided fund- 
raising, acquisition and educational services towards the purchase of substantial 



portions of the Salmon Falls and Cameron Park units of the Pine Hill Preserve. Within 
the organizationr s fiscal and personnel constraints, the American River Conservancy 
hereby agrees to provide additional assistance as follows: 

A. Management and acquisition funding - Provide fund-raising expertise in 
habitat acquisition and management funding. 

B. Volunteer labor in Preserve management - Provide volunteer support in the 
management of Preserve lands. 

C. Public education - Provide public education services such as guided field 
trips, traveling displays, public workshops and written materials. 

16a. EDCWA'S PARTICIPATION - The E l  Dorado County Water Agency wil l maintain 
active participation at Pine Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency 
will continue to offer support in the protection, care and management of the Pine Hill 
Preserve lands. 

17. REDUCED FUNDING - The Parties shall endeavor to  obtain funds for carrying out 
as many provisions of this Agreement as feasible. However, the unavailability or 
reduced availability of funding from any one of the Parties shall not operate to 
suspend or terminate this Agreement. Whenever possible, the Parties shall reduce 
the scope of activities to  adapt to changes in available funding, rather than terminate 
or suspend an activity. The parties recognize that the performance of each other 
Party under this Agreement may, from time to time, be unavoidably curtailed due to 
lack of funding. Funds shall be deemed available, i f  in  the sole discretion of each of 
the respective Parties, they determine that funds are available. If activities must be 
suspended or terminated, priority shall be given to continuing habitat management. 

18. AMENDMENT PROCESS - This Agreement may be amended, as necessary or 
desirable, by a written amendment approved by all of the Parties. 

A. Any Party may propose an amendment by providing a written copy of the 
proposed amendment to  the other Parties. No amendment shall become effective 
unless and until it has been approved in writing by all of the Parties. 

B. Any oral or written understanding that i s  not incorporated in this Agreement 
by amendment shall be without force or effect to modify the terms hereof or thereof 
or be utilized for the purpose of interpreting any provision hereof or thereof. 

19. APPLICABILITY OF STATE AND FEDERAL LAW - Notwith standing any other 
provision herein, this Agreement i s  subject to, and shall not be interpreted to be 
inconsistent with, any requirement of the federal Endangered Species Act (1 6 U.S.C. 
Section 1531 et seq.) or any other applicable state or federal law or regulation. 



20. LIABILITY - To the extent permitted by State law, including but not limited to 
Government Code section 895 et  seq., and to the extent applicable, by Government 
Code section 14662.5, each non-federal Party to this Agreement shall defend, hold 
harmless, and release each and every other Party from any and all claims, losses, 
damages, and liability for damages of every name, kind and description, including 
attorneys1 fees and costs incurred, brought for, or on account of, injuries to or death 
of any person, including but not limited to workers, other Partiesr employees, and 
the public, or damage to property, or any economic or consequential losses, which 
are claimed to or in any way arise out of or are connected with the services, 
operations, or performance hereunder of the releasing Party, its officers, agents, 
employees, or independent contractors, regardless of the existence or degree of fault 
or negligence on the part of any Party, i t s  officers, agents, employees, or 
independent contractors, except for the sole or active negligence of another Party, or 
as expressly prohibited by statute. Further, each non-federal Party that is named in a 
legal action with any other Party, i t s  officers, agents, employees, or independent 
contractors based on allegations of such a claim, loss, damage or liability for damages 
shall cooperate in the defense of the other Party, i t s  officers, agents, employees, and 
independent contractors, to the extent permitted by law and to  the extent such 
cooperation does not interfere with the Party1 s own defense. As used throughout this 
paragraph, "officers" includes, but i s  not limited to, any person who i s  a member of a 
Partyf s governing body or who exercises executive responsibility. 

The federal parties to this Agreement will cooperate, to  the extent allowed by law, in 
the submission of claims pursuant to the Federal Tort 'Claims Act, against the United 
States or a third party for personal injury or property damage resulting from the 
negligent act or omission of any employee of the United States in the course of his or 
her employment arising under this Agreement. The federal parties to this Agreement 
will hold harmless the other parties to this Agreement, their respective officers, 
agents, and employees from and against any and all claims, demands, losses, 
damages, causes of action, suits, and liabilities of every kind for injury to or death of 
a person or for loss of or damage to any property, resulting from any negligent act or 
omission of any employee of the United States in the course of his employment under 
this Agreement. Upon request, and subject to the Department of Justice's 
responsibilities in the conduct of litigation, and to the extent the interests of the 
United States are not impeded or adversely affected, the federal parties agree to 
provide appropriate support to  the other parties, consistent with the terms of this 
Agreement, in the other partiesf defense of claims arising out of the adoption and 
implementation of this Agreement. 

21. TERM OF THIS AGREEMENT - This Agreement shall become effective on the date 
the Parties hereto have executed it, and as to  the State, upon approval of the 
California Department of General Services, and shall remain in effect until July 17, 
201 1. This Agreement may be renewed by written agreement for additional five year 



periods until such time as all entities then a Party hereto decide to terminate this 
Agreement. Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement by delivery of a written 
notice of intent to withdraw at least sixty (60) days prior to the proposed withdrawal 
date. After the withdrawal date, the withdrawing Party shall have no further 
obligations under this Agreement except for those costs, i f  any, incurred prior to the 
withdrawal date and properly chargeable to the withdrawing Party. Withdrawal of 
any Party shall not terminate this Agreement as to the remaining Parties. 

22. CONSISTENCY - In the event of any conflict between the primary and secondary 
goals stated in this Agreement and the terms of the Management Plan or any Annual 
Work Plan, this Agreement shall prevail. 

23. EXECUTION - This Agreement is executed in eight (8) copies, each of which i s  to 
be considered an original. 

24. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS - Implementation of this Agreement by any Party shall 
be subject to the availability of funds to that Party. 

25. ELECTED OFFICIALS NOT TO BENEFIT - No member of or delegate to the 
Congress or resident commissioner shall be entitled to any share or part of this 
Agreement, or to any benefit that may arise from it. 

26. SEVERABILITY - If any provision of this Agreement is judicially determined or 
held to be invalid for any reason, that invalidity shall not, however, be imputed to 
any other provision of this Agreement that was not so determined or held to be 
invalid. 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Cooperative Management 
Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, E l  Dorado County, to be duly executed. 

Signature Title Date 
U.S. BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Signature Title 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FlSH AND GAME 

Date 

Signature Tit le Date 
EL DORADO COUNTY 

Signature Title Date 
U.S. FlSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Signature Title 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 

Date 

Signature Title Date 
EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

Signature Title Date 
U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 



Signature Title Date 
AMERICAN RIVER CONSERVANCY 

Signature Title Date 
EL DORADO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 



AMENDMENT TO THE COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
FOR.THE PINE HILL PRESERVE, EL DORADO COUNTY 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into the Cooperative Management Agreement for the Pine Hill 
Preserve, El Dorado County ("Cooperative Management Agreement") as of March 1,200 1, AND 

WHEREAS, the Parties have acquired additional lands to include in the Pins Hill Preserve, AND 

WHEREAS, the El Dorado County Water Agency has provided financing for acquisitions for the 
Pine Hill Preserve in the past, and intends to actively support the Preserve in the future, AND 

WHEREAS, Paragraph 1 .B. of the Cooperative Management Agreement provides for the periodic 
addition of newly acquired lands to the Preserve by the substitution of a new Figure 1, AND 

WHEREAS, Paragraph 6.A. of the Cooperative Management Agreement requires that changes to 
Figure 1 or the addition of new parties be accomplished through an amendment to the 
Cooperative Management Agreement, AND 

WHEREAS, Paragraph 18 of the Cooperative Management Agreement requires written approval 
of all Parties to amend the Cooperative Management Agreement, AND 

WHEREAS, itis the intention of the Parties to substitute a new Figure 1 which includes newly 
acquired lands that will be part of the Pine Hill Preserve, and to add El Dorado County Water 
Agency as a party to the Cooperative Management Agreement, 

The Parties hereby agree to: 

(1) Substitute the attached new Figure I ,  which shall be identified as "Revised 
Figure 1 (Amended 9/27/04)", for Figure 1 in the Cooperative Management 
Agreement. Revised Figure 1 reflects all lands acquired by the Parties for 
inclusion in the Pine Hill Preserve through September 27,2004. 

(2) Add the El Dorado County Water Agency as a Party to this Cooperative 
Management Agreement by amending the Cooperative Management Agreement 
as follows: 

In the AGREEMENT section of the Cooperative Management Agreement, El Dorado 
County Water Agency will be added at the end of the list of 8 agencies and groups 
already appearing in the first sentence of that section: 

and the El Dorado County Water Agency (referred to as "EDCWA") 

In the PURPOSE section of the Cooperative Management Agreement, El Dorado County 
Water Agency will be added at the end of the list of 8 agencies and groups already 
appearing in the first sentence of that section: 

or EDCWA 

In the AUTHORITY section, El Dorado County Water Agency will be added at the end 
of that section with this language: 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix, Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

1'6a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection, care and management of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2005. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall 
const%tc a+ing*plmt. l 

SignaWit le  Date 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Smice 

Signatuflitle Date 
Bureau of Reclamation 

SignaWitlc  Date 
California Department of Fish and Game 

Signatudille Date 
California Department o$$orrshy and Fire Protection 

S i g n M i t l e  
. h , CHAIRMAN. BOARD OF  SUPERVISORS q,h?h< 

Date 
~lborado County 

Signaluditle Date 
El D o d o  Irrigation District 

Signaturnitle Date 
American River Conservancy 

Signatufltle Date 
El D o d o  County Water Agency 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix, Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection. care and management of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2004. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Reserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original. but which together shall 
constitute a single agreement. 

SignPtuMlltle 
Bureau of Land Management 

Date 

Date 

SignaluM~tle 
California Departmnt of Fish and Game 

Date 

Signatumlltle 
California Department of hmby and Pin Pmtecti 

Date 

Signaluditle 
El Dorado County 

Date 

Signatuflitle Dak 
El D o d o  Irrigation District 

SignatuM~tle Date 
American River Conservancy 

SignatuM~tle Date 
El D o d o  County Walcr Agency 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix, Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection, care and managementof the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2004. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve. El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall 
constitute a single agreement. 

SignrlurrlPSUe Date 
Bureau of Land Management 

Signotuditle Date 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

/4//c r y 
Date 

Signatud'itle Date 
California Department of Fish and Game 

Signatumtle Date 
California Department of P m b y  and Pin Pmtcction 

Signatud'itle Date 
El Dorado County 

Signatufl~tle Dale 
El Dorado Irrigation Disbict 

Signclluren"1tIe Date 
American River Conservancy 

SignatuMtle Date 
El Dorado County Wata Agency 



=A: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix, Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. -A'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection, care and management of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2004. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall 
constitute a single agreement. 

SignaturdTitJe Date 
Bunxu of Land Management 

Signalurflitle Date 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Date 

10-5-04 
Date 

S i g n m t l e  
California Department of Forestry and Rre Protection 

Date 

S i g n M i t l e  
El Dorado County 

Signatmtle 
El Dorado Irrigation District 

Signatudl'ide Date 
American River Conservancy 

Signatudl'itle Date 
El D o d o  County Water Agency 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix. Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection, care and management of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27.2004. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall 
constitute a single agreement. 

Signatuflitle Dale 
Bureau of land Management 

Signatuflitle Date 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife S m i a  

SignatuM~tle Date 
Bureau of Reclamation 

Signatuflitle 
California Department of Fish* Game 

10 -27- 
Signatuditle Date 
~d i fomia  Dep-t of Pornby and Pin Protection 

Date 

SignatumTitle Date 
El D o d o  Irrigation District 

Signatumtle Date 
American River Conservancy 

SignatuM~tle 
El Dorado County Water Agency 

Date 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix. Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to. offer 
slrpport in the protection. care and management of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2004. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Ag~ement for the Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall 
constitute a single agreement. 

Signatuditle Date 
Bureau of Land Management 

Signatunn"~tle 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Date 

S i g n M i t l e  Date 
Bureau of Reclamation 

SignatuWTitle Date 
California Depnrtment of Fish and Game 

Signatuditle Date 
California Departmen1 of Fonstry and Fire Protection 

Signatuf l t le  Date 

~i"~orndo Irrigalion District 

Signaluf l~t le  
American River Conservancy 

Date 

Signnturd'ille Dole 
El D o d o  Counly Water Agency 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix, Chapter 96, El Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To  the participation portion of the agreement. sections 9-16 in the original agnemnt. 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection. cart and management of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2004. Each Party will be furnished a 
copy of this fully executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Reserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original. but which together shall 
constitute a single agreement. 

SignPlumtle 
Bureau of Land Management 

Date 

Silputurell*~Ue 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Smice 

Date 

SignahdliUe 
Bureau of Reclamation 

Date 

Signaturfl~tle 
California Department of Fish and Game 

Date 

Signaturdlltle 
California tkparbnent of Porntry and Plre Rotedion 

S i g n a t ~ ~ l d e  
El Dorado Irrigation District 

/ S i m a t u d i  tle 
~mcrican River Consmancy 

Date 

-- 

Date 

Signrurdlltle Date 
El Dorado County Wwr Agency 



EDCWA: The authority of El Dorado County Water Agency is California 
Water Code Appendix, Chapter 96, El .Dorado County Water 
Agency Act. 

To the participation portion of the agreement, sections 9-16 in the original agreement, 
section 16a will be added for El Dorado County Water Agency with this language: 

16a. EDCWA'S Participation- 
The El Dorado County Water Agency will maintain active participation at Pine 
Hill Preserve Management meetings. The Water Agency will continue to offer 
support in the protection, care and managenient of the Pine Hill Preserve lands. 

The Parties enter into this Amendment as of September 27,2004. Each Party will be h i s h e d  a 
copy of this filly executed Amendment for inclusion in their copy of the Cooperative 
Management Agreement for the Pine Hill Reserve, El Dorado County. This Amendment may be 
signed in counterpart, each of which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall 

Date 
I - 

 mu of Land Management 

SignaWitle  Date 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

S i p a t d t l e  Date 
Bmau of Reclamation 

S ignaMit le  Date 
California Dcparbnmt of Fish and Came 

SignaWitle  Dste 
California Deparhnent of Fomtry and Fin F'rotection 

SignaturdTitIe Date 
El Dorado County 

SignatudTitle Date 
El D o d o  Imption District 

Signatuflitle Date 
American River Conservancy 

~ i ~ o r a d o  County Water Agency 





COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
FOR THE 

PINE HILL PRESERVE, EL DORADO COUNTY 

INTRODUCTION 

With this agreement three federal and two state agencies, one county government, one 
special district, and a local non-profit conservation group agree to pool their resources to 
conserve eight rare' plant species and the ecosystems that they inhabit. Five of these 
plant species are listed as endangered or threatened under both the state and federal 
Endangered Species Acts. 

The ecosystems to be conserved occur on a large intrusive igneous body of the rock type 
gabbro in western El Dorado County. The uncommon properties of gabbro are the basis 
of the unusual plant communities that occur around Pine Hill. The geologic formation 
extends from approximately 2 miles south of Highway 50 in Cameron Park to one mile 
north of the South Fork of the American River, near Salmon Falls. Conservation will be 
accomplished by the establishment of a preserve system, consisting of five separate units. 
The preserve sites represent the extent of the geologic formation and the best remaining 
examples of the diversity of habitat types that the rare plants occupy. 

AGREEMENT 

This Cooperative Management Agreement ("Agreement") is made and entered into as of 
March 1,2001 by and among the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (hereinafter referred 
to as "BLM"), the California Department of Fish and Game (referred to as "DFG"), El 
Dorado County (referred to as "EC"), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (referred to as 
"USFWS"), California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (referred to as "CDF'), 
El Dorado Irrigation District (referred to as "EID"), U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (referred to 
as "BOR"), and the American River Conservancy (referred to as "ARC"). 

This agreement is based on the following representations and statements of purpose: 

1 Throughout this Agreement, the term "rare" is used to mean unusual or 
scarce, and does not refer to "rare" plant species as defined in Fish and 
Game Code section 1901. 



PURPOSE 

This Agreement defines the goals, roles and responsibilities of the parties to this 
agreement ("Parties") for managing and administering all portions of lands currently owned 
by BLM, DFG, EC, USFWS, CDF, EID, BOR or ARC in western El Dorado County within 
the boundaries shown on the map titled Figure 1, (hereafter referred to as the "Pine Hill 
Preserve" or the "Preserve"), as of the date of this Agreement, and such other lands as the 
Parties add by amendment to this Agreement. Lands within the Preserve in which any of 
the Parties hold or obtain a lesser interest, such as a conservation easement, may also be 
subject to this Agreement, or added by amendment, with the recognition that lesser 
interests in land may be subject to constraints that affect the management of such lands. 
Furthermore, pursuant to this Agreement, the Parties intend to develop a detailed Preserve 
management plan reflecting the goals and responsibilities defined herein. 

The Parties that either currently hold title or anticipate acquiring title or lesser interests, 
such as conservation easements, to lands within the Preserve, desire to coordinate to the 
fullest extent possible the protection, care, regulation, administration, improvement, 
restoration and management of those lands. The Parties recognize that their respective 
interests in those lands are subject to different authorities and policies, and may be subject 
to different constraints that affect their management, but that this Agreement is intended 
by the Parties to define an administrative process and 'to facilitate cooperation, and 
consistency among the Parties and their management of the Preserve lands to the greatest 
extent possible. 

AUTHORITY 

This Agreement is entered into under the following authorities of the Parties, among others: 

BLM: The Endangered Species Act of 1973, Sec. 2 (c)(l) and Sec. 7. (a)(l). 
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Sec. 307 (b). 

DFG: Fish and Game Code Section 1802. 

EC: The authority of the County's participation is: California Constitution article 
XI, section7, which provides, "A county or city may make and enforce within 
its limits all local, police, sanitary, and other ordinances and regulations not 
in conflict with general laws." 

USFWS: Endangered Species Act, as amended. 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended. 

CDF: Authority: California Code of Regulations, Section 4126 - State 
Responsibility Areas for Fire Protection. The CDF has the direct protection 



responsibility for the purpose of preventing and suppression of fires that 
occur within El Dorado County encompassed by the Pine Hill Preserve. 

EID: The authority for the El Dorado Irrigation District is California Water Code, 
Division 11 (Irrigation District Law), 20500 et. seq. 

BOR: The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq., 
and section 3406(b)(1) of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act 
(CVPIA), Title XXXlV of P.L. 102-575, October 30, 1992. 

ARC: As a non-profit, 501(c)(3) public benefit conservation organization, the 
American River Conservancy's stated mission includes participation in the 
conservation and recovery of listed species. 

THEREFORE, the Parties mutually agree as follows: 

1. APPLICATION OF THIS AGREEMENT - This Agreement applies to the administration 
and management of the following lands: 

A. All Preserve lands to which any Party holds fee title as of the date of this 
Agreement (shown in Fig. 1). 

B. Other lands in the vicinity, if fee title is acquired in the future and the acquiring 
party or parties and all Parties to this Agreement agree, by written amendment hereto 
substituting a new Figure 1, to have such other lands administered and managed in 
accordance with terms of this Agreement. 

C. Other lands in the vicinity, if a lesser interest than fee title, such as a 
conservation easement, is acquired in the future for the purpose of rare plant preservation, 
the terms of the lesser interest permit the administration and management of such lands 
in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, and the acquiring party or parties and all 
Parties to this Agreement agree, by written amendment hereto substituting a new Figure 
1, to make such lands subject to this Agreement. 

D. If a Party or Parties to this Agreement acquire in the future a lesser interest in 
other lands in the vicinity for the purpose of rare plant preservation, but the terms of that 
lesser interest do not permit the administration of such lands in accordance with the terms 
of this Agreement, each Party agrees that such lands shall be managed, to the extent 
possible, in coordination, cooperation, and consistently with the terms of this Agreement 
and the activities of the other Parties. 



2. GOALS 

A. The primary goal of the Pine Hill Preserve: 

The primary goal of the Pine Hill Preserve is the preservation in perpetuity of the rare plant 
species and plant communities of the western El Dorado County gabbro formation. The 
unusual properties of the rock of this geologic formation and the Rescue series soils that 
have developed there, have given rise to a unique vegetation with at least three endemic 
species. Five species occurring at the Preserve are listed as endangered or threatened 
under both the state and federal Endangered Species Acts: 

Calvsteaia stebbinsii Stebbins' morning glory 
Ceanothus roderickii Roderick's ceanothus 
Fremontodendron decumbens Pine Hill flannelbush 
Galium californicum ssp. sierrae El Dorado bedstraw 
Senecio lavneae Layne's butterweed 

Two other species are listed on the California Native Plant Society's List 1 B, indicating that 
they are "plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere": 

Chloroaalum arandiflorum Red Hills soaproot 
Wvethia reticulata El Dorado mule ears 

An eighth species is listed on the California Native Plant Society's List 3, their review list 
for plants for which there is presently insufficient information to determine conservation 
status. 

Helianthemum suffrutescens Bisbee Peak rush rose 

A draft recovery plan for six of these species (the five state and federally listed species, and 
Wvethia reticulata) has been issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("Draft Recovery 
Plan for Gabbro Soil plants of the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills"). The Preserve is a 
primary feature of the recovery plan. 

The plant communities that the Preserve is designed to protect include at least nineteen 
additional species that are either endemic to, or characteristic of, gabbroic or serpentine 
soils. 

B. The secondary goals of the Preserve are: 

(a) Promote research to find management techniques that achieve the 
primary management goal. Because these plants and plant communities evolved in a 
dynamic ecosystem that involved periodic fire among other disturbances, effective 
management to preserve this ecosystem will require intervention by managers. To 



optimize that intervention, research evaluating the impacts of different management 
strategies will be fostered. Additional areas of research that are relevant to successful 
management of the Preserve are described in the draft Recovery plan. 

(b) Accommodate and facilitate educational activities including teaching, 
interpretation, and research that are appropriate to the Preserve and compatible with the 
Preserve's primary goal. 

(c) Institute a firelfuels management program with three objectives: 

(1) Vegetation management to promote the viability of the rare plant 
species of the Preserve, in a manner consistent with objective (2). 

(2) Protection of adjacent properties and structures from the threat of 
wildfire. 

(3) Education of the public about fuels management and prescribed 
fire. 

(d) Provide low impact recreational opportunities that are appropriate to the 
Preserve and compatible with the Preserve's primary and other secondary goals. 

3. COMMON RESPONSIBILITIES - In accordance with their respective rights, 
responsibilities, and authority, and in applying their respective expertise, skills and 
knowledge, the Parties shall do the following: 

A. Management Plan: Develop and adopt a phased management plan for the 
Preserve, which may provide for separate specific management plans to be drawn up in 
the future for individual units within the Preserve. The Management Plan will be consistent 
with and in furtherance of, the provisions of this Agreement. The Management Plan will: 

(a) detail management activities including habitat management, fuels 
management, infrastructure construction and management; 

(b) describe public use; 

(c) identify threats to the special status plants within the Preserve and 
management actions to eliminate or minimize those threats; 

(d) set goals and establish a mechanism to promote rese-arch needed to 
inform management; 

(e) establish monitoring objectives; 



(f) define specific activities to be undertaken and funded by each Party on an 
annual basis to accomplish Preserve goals; 

(g) define the rules governing all activities to take place on the Preserve; 

(h) provide for the development of annual work plans described in Paragraph 
7 below, to carry out provisions of the Management Plan. 

Management of the Preserve will adapt to information from research and the 
monitoring of outcomes of ongoing management. The Management Plan will be written 
to allow for flexibility in response to the accumulation of new information. 

The target date for adoption of the Management Plan is March 1,2002. The Parties 
agree to meet andlor delegate responsibilities in this regard as needed to develop the 
Management Plan. 

B. Research: Promote, develop, screen, review, and approve or disapprove 
research projects (in consultation with all agencies affected by such projects) that would 
affect the ecosystems of the Preserve. Promote research that addresses issues critical 
to Preserve management through funding (when possible), the pursuit of grants, and 
outreach to educational institutions. 

C. Public Awareness: Enhance public awareness of the species and plant 
communities of the Pine Hill gabbro formation through on-site and off-site interpretation. 
Use the example of the Pine Hill formation to enhance public knowledge of broader 
ecological issues such as ecosystem processes, the role of fire in ecosystems, and 
biodiversity. Focus on-site public interpretation at the Cameron Park Unit. 

D. Law Enforcement: Cooperate in the enforcement of laws, rules and regulations 
consistent with their respective statutory and regulatory authorities by coordinating staff 
responsibilities and working with local, state and federal law enforcement officials. 

E. Resource Protection: Conduct their respective programs and otherwise 
exercise their authority and carry out their responsibilities on the Preserve in a manner 
intended to protect the natural resources of the Preserve. 

4. MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT ADMINISTRATORS - To carry out this Agreement 
and to ensure the coordinated management of the Preserve, the Parties agree to each 
designate an administrative representative for this Agreement. Moreover, all Parties will 
be given a minimum of 30 days notice of any changes in designated representatives. 

Designated representatives shall not have authority to make binding funding commitments 
on behalf of their Party. On all other issues, designated representatives shall have only the 
authority expressly granted in written instructions provided by their Party to each other 
Party. 



5. MEETINGS - Following the development and adoption of the Management Plan, the 
designated representatives of all Parties shall meet at least semi-annually. At least one 
meeting per year will be dedicated to the development and approval of annual work plans 
for Preserve management. Other meetings will be scheduled on an "as needed" basis. 
The Preserve Manager (as defined in Paragraph 8 below) shall convene meetings of the 
Parties and shall preside at all such meetings. 

6. COOPERATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS - The Parties agree to coordinate 
policy decisions jointly. The cooperative administration process shall not be construed, 
however, to prohibit or restrain any Party from conducting its own business or internal 
planning on the portions of the Preserve which they own in fee title. 

A. Changes: Major policy or other changes to this Agreement will be made by 
amendment as herein provided in Paragraph 18 below. Changes that require amendment 
to this Agreement include, without limitation: 

(a) Amendment of Figure 1 to incorporate into the Preserve property to which 
any Party acquires fee title or a lesser interest after the date of this Agreement. 

(b) Addition of new parties to this Agreement and amendment of Figure 1 to 
incorporate such new Party's property in the Preserve, provided the new party signs the 
provisions of this Agreement as so amended. 

6. Project Planning and Implementation : The Parties agree to cooperate in 
project planning and implementation, to the extent possible, consistent with each Party's 
statutory and regulatory responsibilities. Because the appropriate regulatory agencies with 
responsibility for the protection of rare species and plant communities at the county, state, 
and federal levels are all Parties to this Agreement, there is the potential for an efficient 
process that complies with all relevant regulatory statutes such as the California 
Endangered Species Act, Federal Endangered Species Act, California Environmental 
Quality Act, and National Environmental Policy Act. 

The Parties will keep one another informed of major new developments as they occur. 
Activities recommended for discussion and cooperation include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

(a) Any action that might have a significant positive or adverse impact, 
directly or indirectly, upon any of the five plants listed as endangered or threatened under 
the state and federal Endangered Species Acts, listed in Section 2.A. of this Agreement. 

(b) Actions that have an impact on public access and public use of Preserve 
lands. 

(c) Development of conceptual designs for facilities, infrastructure, 
management or restoration at the Preserve. New or additional management needs, roles 
and responsibilities will be incorporated into the Management Plan on an annual basis. 
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(d) Development of strategies to fund or raise funds for the management of 
properties within the Preserve. In connection with each identified funding source, a lead 
Party shall be designated to prepare applications to that funding source and to administer 
funds. 

(e) Review of mitigation project proposals and/or opportunities that might 
affect any or all Preserve lands. 

(f) Review of applications for any permits or approvals required to carry out 
the provisions of this Agreement or of the Management Plan. Nothing in this provision 
shall be deemed to supersede the statutory or regulatory authority of any party to make 
decisions with regard to permits or approvals. 

C. Reports: All Parties will cooperate in the preparation of an Annual Work Plan 
and report of activities and accomplishments coordinated by the Preserve Manager. 

D. Unanticipated Action; Meetings; Informal Notice: Every Party shall be given 
the opportunity to review and comment on any major new action proposed to be 
undertaken by any of the Parties on the Preserve that is not explicitly provided for in the 
Management Plan or an Annual Work Plan. If this review and comment cannot be 
accomplished at a regular meeting of the Parties, the Party proposing the action shall give 
written or oral notice of the proposed action to the administrative representatives of the 
other Parties at least 30 days before taking the proposed action. For actions that may 
impact state or federally listed species, the time frames for notification to the regulatory 
agencies remain those specified by law and regulation. 

E. Emergencies: The procedure specified in Subparagraph D above does not 
apply to any emergency in which there exists, or is believed to exist, a threatened or actual 
loss of habitat values, structures or facilities on the Preserve or on adjacent lands, or a 
threat to public or employee safety on the Preserve or on adjacent lands. In the event of 
such an emergency, the Party best situated to respond may take such action as is 
consistent with the goals of, and the protection provided by, this Agreement and the 
Management Plan. The responding Party shall give notice thereof to the other Parties by 
any practicable means as soon as possible, before, during or after initiating response to 
the emergency. 

7. ANNUAL WORK PLAN - When the Management Plan is completed, the Parties shall 
adopt Annual Work Plans setting forth the particular activities needed to carry out the 
Management Plan. The Annual Work Plan may also assign nonrecurring responsibility to 
one or more of the Parties accepting responsibility for carrying out particular activities. 
Subject to available funding, responsible Parties shall provide the resources and staffing 
necessary to complete the tasks they have agreed to accomplish under the Annual Work 
Plan. , 



8. PRESERVE MANAGER - A Preserve Manager will be chosen who has primary 
responsibility for the oversight of the Parties' activities which affect vegetation, wildlife and 
other natural resource values on the Preserve. This position will be responsible for 
coordinating and administering all activities on the Preserve, including burning, ecological 
restoration, research, monitoring, and public use. The Preserve Manager will be 
responsible for convening and presiding at meetings of administrative representatives. The 
Preserve Manager will coordinate the preparation of the Management Plan and 
amendments to the Management Plan, as well as Annual Work Plans and annual reports. 

9. BLM'S PARTICIPATION - BLM manages substantial portions of the Salmon.Falls and 
Cameron Park units of the Preserve, as well as the core properties of the Martel Creek and 
Penny Lane satellite preserve units, and 40 acres in the Pine Hill unit. BLM lands in the 
Preserve support five plant species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act of 
1973. As a federal agency, BLM is mandated to further the purposes of the Endangered 
Species Act. Purposes of the act include the conservation of listed species, and the 
recovery of those species. Subject to the availability of appropriated funds and compliance 
with all regulatory and statutory requirements, BLM agrees to implement the following 
tasks: 

A. Management planning - Provide botanical and fire expertise for the planning 
process. Provide botanist to participate in inventory and monitoring of rare plant 
populations. 

B. Fuels management - Provide heavy equipment services for mechanical fuels 
treatments and for preparations for burning. Provide a fire specialist and equipment for 
prescribed burns. 

C. Special management designation - Designate the BLM lands included in the 
Preserve an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 

D. Research - Participate in setting priorities, designing and evaluating proposed 
research to address issues critical to Preserve management. Pursue funding opportunities 
available to federal agencies to promote research that furthers Preserve goals. 

E. General management approach - Exercise its authority under Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act as manager of federally owned lands to preserve, protect and 
manage the unique natural ecosystems of the Preserve. Focus management on the 
conservation and recovery of the five species listed under the federal and state 
endangered species acts. 

10. DFG's PARTICIPATION - The DFG manages portions of the Salmon Falls and Pine 
Hill units of the Preserve. These lands are known collectively as the Pine Hill Ecological 
Reserve (PHER). The lands were purchased or transferred to the State for the purpose 
of conserving the plant species that are the subject of this Management Plan. A 



management plan exists for the PHER lands that is compatible with the goals of this 
Agreement. Access to PHER (other than law enforcement officers, fire agencies, and DFG 
employees in the performance of their duties) requires written permission from DFG. 
Subject to the availability of appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and 
statutory requirements, DFG agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Oversight - Retain oversight authority of management activities on the PHER 
conducted by the Preserve Manager (defined in Section 8 of this Agreement). Only 
activities approved in writing by DFG may be conducted on PHER. 

B. Management - Conduct, in its discretion, management activities on the PHER 
for the conservation and enhancement of the rare plant species that are consistent with the 
Agreement, the overall Management Plan and Annual Work Plans. DFG will coordinate 
management efforts with the Preserve Manager and the Management Agreement 
Administrators (defined in Section 4 of this Agreement). 

C. PHER - Finalize a draft update to the PHER management plan and ensure that 
it is compatible with this Agreement and the overall Management Plan. 

D. Consultation - Provide consultation regarding compliance of Preserve activities 
with the California Environmental Quality Act and the California Endangered Species Act. 

E. Resource Protection - Participate with other signatory agencies in 
patrol/resource protection, land management, research and interpretive activities 
throughout the Preserve to the extent feasible for available staff. 

F. Funding - Participate with other signatory agencies in the development of 
proposals to obtain funds to complete the Preserve and implement the Management Plan. 

G. Availability of Funds - Participation in this agreement shall not exceed that 
allowed by appropriated State funds, nor shall the DFG be required to provide for any costs 
at such time that the DFG is no longer a party to this Agreement. 

11. EC's PARTICIPATION - El Dorado County shall exercise its authority via 
implementation of the adopted goals and policies of the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance with the intent of furthering the purposes of the Preserve. Subject to the 
availability of funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, EC 
agrees to implement, at minimum, the following tasks: 

A. Preserve Designation - Maintain the existing Ecological Preserve designation 
as an overlay on the General Plan Land Use Maps which delineates the five Pine Hill 
Ecological Preserve units. 

6. Development Standards - Include in the County's Zoning Ordinance additional 
development standards applicable to parcels of land which are affected by the Ecological 



Preserve overlay. 

C. Acquisition and Management - Participate in land and/or conservation easement 
acquisition and management in a manner consistent with the implementation strategies 
associated with the five Pine Hill Preserve units as included in the background report of the 
General Plan. 

D. Funding - Fund a reasonable share of the total land acquisition cost and 
operations and maintenance cost as needed to implement the Pine Hill Preserve as 
authorized by adopted ordinances and fee resolutions. 

E. General Plan Compliance - Use its discretionary review powers to ensure 
project compliance with applicable objectives and policies of the General Plan in a manner 
consistent with the Goals of this Cooperative Management Agreement. 

F. Technical Support - Provide technical support in the form of staff expertise 
and/or GIs mapping. 

G. Management - Participate in setting priorities, evaluating proposed research 
necessary to address matters critical to Preserve management. 

H. HCP - Strive to incorporate the provisions of the Pine Hill Preserve 
Management Plan into a County-wide HCP as authorized by the Board of Supervisors. 

12. USFWS's PARTICIPATION - USFWS does not own or manage any lands within the 
Preserve but is responsible for administering the federal Endangered Species Act. 
USFWS (Service) will participate in the implementation of the Recovery Plan for Gabbro 
Soil Plants of the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills, which includes the five listed plant 
species found in the Preserve and El Dorado mule-ears. Subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, USFWS 
agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Technical Advice - Provide technical advice on implementation of all aspects 
of the recovery plan 

6. Management Committee - Serve on the Preserve management committee 

C. Research - Work with the other signatory agencies to set research priorities 
and to design and/or evaluate proposed research relevant to Preserve management or 
biology of the species covered in this agreement 

D. Funding - Pursue funding opportunities available to federal agencies to further 
Preserve goals and work with other signatory agencies in development of proposals to 
obtain funds to complete and manage the Preserve 



E. Public Awareness - Work with the other signatory agencies to enhance public 
awareness of the species and plant communities of the Pine Hill gabbro formation, the 
Preserve, and the recovery plan. 

F. ESA Compliance - Provide technical advice or consultation necessary under 
section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act with regard to Preserve activities. 

G. HCP - Participate in the Habitat Conservation Planning process in El Dorado 
County. 

13. CDF's PARTICIPATION - The CDF owns a portion of the Pine Hill Unit of the 
Preserve ( approximately 80 acres) and agrees to manage the portion of the Preserve to 
protect and enhance rare plant species located on this parcel. Subject to the availability 
of appropriated funds and compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, CDF 
agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. Management planning - Review and approve all fire management projects prior 
to initiation of projects. CDF will evaluate impacts of fire related projects to adjacent 
properties as they relate to fire protection. 

B. Fuels Management - Coordinate all fire related management activities through 
the Vegetation Management Program Coordinator. Through the Vegetation Management 
Program (VMP), CDF will provide prescribed fire expertise and equipment for prescribed 
fire projects. The VMP Coordinator, under the direction of the Pre-Fire Division and 
Operations Division in the Amadorl El Dorado Ranger Unit, will determine to what extent 
CDF resources will be activated or deployed. 

14. EID's PARTICIPATION - ' The District has water main easements within the 
boundaries of the Cameron Park unit of the Pine Hill Preserve. The District has committed 
to access and maintenance of these easements to minimize the impacts on plants and 
habitat. These easements facilitate access to the preserve for fire management 
responsibilities. Subject to the availability of funds and compliance with all regulatory and 
statutory requirements, EID agrees to implement the following tasks: 

A. HCP - Participate in the development of a Countywide Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP) that will include the provisions of the Pine Hill Preserve Management Plan, as 
authorized by the El Dorado Irrigation District Board of Directors. 

15. BOR's PARTICIPATION - The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) acquired 
29.23 acres of land for the construction of Folsom Dam & Reservoir (T.l l  N., R.9E., 
Section 31, MDBM). This parcel is located within the boundary of the Salmon Falls unit of 
the Pine Hill Preserve. Under the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA), 
Reclamation and Fish and Wildlife Service have contributed $1.5 million dollars for land 
acquisitions for the Pine Hill Presewe. California State Parks and Recreation (Parks) is 



Reclamation's managing partner for the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area. Reclamation 
will coordinate with Parks in managing Reclamation lands within the Pine Hill Preserve in 
accordance with the approved Management Plan. 

16. ARC'S PARTICIPATION - The American River Conservancy has provided fund- 
raising, acquisition and educational services towards the purchase of substantial portions 
of the Salmon Falls and Cameron Park units of the Pine Hill Preserve. Within the 
organization's fiscal and personnel constraints, the American River Conservancy hereby 
agrees to provide additional assistance as follows: 

A. Management and acquisition funding - Provide fund-raising expertise in habitat 
acquisition and management funding. 

B. Volunteer labor in Preserve management - Provide volunteer support in the 
management of Preserve lands. 

C. Public education - Provide public education services such as guided field trips, 
traveling displays, public workshops and written materials. 

17. REDUCED FUNDING - The Parties shall endeavor to obtain funds for carrying out 
as many provisions of this Agreement as feasible. However, the unavailability or reduced 
availability of funding from any one of the Parties shall not operate to suspend or terminate 
this Agreement. Whenever possible, the Parties shall reduce the scope of activities to 
adapt to changes in available funding, rather than terminate or suspend an activity. The 
parties recognize that the performance of each other Party under this Agreement may, 
from time to time, be unavoidably curtailed due to lack of funding. Funds shall be deemed 
available, if in the sole discretion of each of the respective Parties, they determine that 
funds are available. If activities must be suspended or terminated, priority shall be given 
to continuing habitat management. 

18. AMENDMENT PROCESS - This Agreement may be amended, as necessary or 
desirable, by a written amendment approved by all of the Parties. 

A. Any Party may propose an amendment by providing a written copy of the 
proposed amendment to the other Parties. No amendment shall become effective unless 
and until it has been approved in writing by all of the Parties. 

B. Any oral or written understanding that is not incorporated in this Agreement by 
amendment shall be without force or effect to modify the terms hereof or thereof or be 
utilized for the purpose of interpreting any provision hereof or thereof. 

19. APPLICABILITY OF STATE AND FEDERAL LAW - ~otwithstanding any other 
provision herein, this Agreement is subject to, and. shall not be interpreted to be 
inconsistent with, any requirement of the federal Endangered Species Act (1 6 U.S.C. 
Section 1531 et seq.) or any other applicable state or federal law or regulation. 



20. LIABILIN - To the extent permitted by State law, including but not limited to 
Government Code section 895 et seq., and to the extent applicable, by Government Code 
section 14662.5, each non-federal Paw to this Agreement shall defend, hold harmless, 
and release each and every other Party from any and all claims, losses, damages, and 
liability for damages of every name, kind and description, including attorneys' fees and 
costs incurred, brought for, or on account of, injuries to or death of any person, including 
but not limited to workers, other Parties' employees, and the public, or damage to property, 
or any economic or consequential losses, which are claimed to or in any way arise out of 
or are connected with the services, operations, or performance hereunder of the releasing 
Party, its officers, agents, employees, or independent contractors, regardless of the 
existence or degree of fault or negligence on the part of any Party, its officers, agents, 
employees, or independent contractors, except for the sole or active negligence of another 
Party, or as expressly prohibited by statute. Further, each non-federal Party that is named 
in a legal action with any other Party, its officers, agents, employees, or independent 
contractors based on allegations of such a claim, loss, damage or liability for damages 
shall cooperate in the defense of the other Party, its officers, agents, employees, and 
independent contractors, to the extent permitted by law and to the extent such cooperation 
does not interfere with the Party's own defense. As used throughout this paragraph, 
"officers" includes, but is not limited to, any person who is a member of a Party's governing 
body or who exercises executive responsibility. 

The federal parties to this Agreement will cooperate, to the extent allowed by law, in the 
submission of claims pursuant to the Federal Tort Claims Act, against the United States 
or a third party for personal injury or property damage resulting from the negligent act or 
omission of any employee of the United States in the course of his or her employment 
arising under this Agreement. The federal parties to this Agreement will hold harmless the 
other parties to this Agreement, their respective officers, agents, and employees from and 
against any and all claims, demands, losses, damages, causes of action, suits, and 
liabilities of every kind for injury to or death of a person or for loss of or damage to any 
property, resulting from any negligent act or omission of any employee of the United States 
in the course of his employment under this Agreement. Upon request, and subject to the 
Department of Justice's responsibilities in the conduct of litigation, and to the extent the 
interests of the United States are not impeded or adversely affected, the federal parties 
agree to provide appropriate support to the other parties, consistent with the terms of this 
Agreement, in the other parties' defense of claims arising out of the adoption and 
implementation of this Agreement. 

21. TERM OFTHIS AGREEMENT- This Agreement shall become effective on the date 
the Parties hereto have executed it, and as to the State, upon approval of the California 
Department of General Services, and shall remain in effect until March 1, 2006. This 
Agreement may be renewed by written agreement for additional five year periods until 
such time as all entities then a Party hereto decide to terminate this Agreement. Any Party 
may withdraw from this Agreement by delivery of a written notice of intent to withdraw at 
least sixty (60) days prior to the proposed withdrawal date. After the withdrawal date, the 
withdrawing Party shall have no further obligations under this Agreement except for those 



costs, if any, incurred prior to the withdrawal date and properly chargeable to the 
withdrawing Party. Withdrawal of any Party shall not terminate this Agreement as to the 
remaining Parties. 

22. CONSISTENCY - In the event of any conflict between the primary and secondary 
goals stated in this Agreement and the terms of the Management Plan or any Annual Work 
Plan, this Agreement shall prevail. 

23. EXECUTION -This Agreement is executed in eight (8) copies, each of which is to 
be considered an original. 

24. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS - Implementation of this Agreement by any Party shall 
be subject to the availability of funds to that Party. 

25. ELECTED OFFICIALS NOT TO BENEFIT - No member of or delegate to the 
Congress or resident commissioner shall be entitled to any share or part of this 
Agreement, or to any benefit that may arise from it. 

26. SEVERABILITY - If any provision of this Agreement is judicially determined or held 
to be invalid for any reason, that invalidity shall not, however, be imputed to any other 
provision of this Agreement that was not so determined or held to be invalid. 
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