
 

 

 

RESOLUTION  _____-2018 

OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF EL DORADO 

Adopting the El Dorado County Sierra Design Guide as reformatted 

 
WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors (Board) has recognized the desire of the Meyers-South Lake 

Tahoe community that the standards of building design and aesthetic quality remain high; and 

 

WHEREAS, the community is concerned about maintaining the scenic quality of the area, as well as providing 

the safety and welfare of the citizens; and 

  

WHEREAS, on April 13, 1982 the County Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted Ordinance 3257, the Design 

Review Ordinance, that regulates design within designated districts judged to be of special natural beauty or 

contributing to the County’s character and tourist economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Design Review Ordinance provides design review for sites and structures of special historical 

interest and for development in the visually sensitive mountain areas of El Dorado County; and 

  

WHEREAS,  the Design Review Ordinance amended Section 9395.2 (now Section 130.27.050) of the El 

Dorado County Ordinance Code to allow the Board to create a design review district in areas of special, natural 

beauty and aesthetic interest; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Design Review Ordinance amended Section Section 9395.3 (now Section 130.27.050) of the 

El Dorado County Ordinance Code by clarifying and simplifying the design review procedure in historically 

and visually sensitive areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 26, 1982, the Board adopted the Sierra Design Guide, which includes design 

guidelines for development in the foothills as well as the sierra; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 27, 1983, the Board adopted Resolution 268-83, creating a Design Review District 

for the Meyers Area of El Dorado County; and  

 

WHEREAS, on September 27, 1983, the Board adopted Resolution 269-83, amending the Sierra Design Guide 

by incorporating by reference the Master Plan for the Meyers Area of El Dorado County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the original Sierra Design Guide was produced in 1981, prior to electronic format technology, in 

print format only.  Scanned copies of the original hard copy documents are currently posted on the County 

website; and 

 

WHEREAS, staff has recognized a need for the Sierra Design Guide be reformatted to be more readable and 

therefore easier to interpret, and available in electronic format; and 

 

WHEREAS, due to poor print quality, the original photographs could not be reproduced in reformatting this 

document; and 

 

18-0542 H 1 of 31



Resolution ________________ 

Page 2 of 2 

 

WHEREAS, for purposes of consistency, photographs of similar buildings, features or architectural theme(s) 

were used whenever possible; and 

 

WHEREAS, for purposes of readability, minor layout/typeface changes have been made to various sections(s) 

of the document; however, no changes were made to the text.  

 

WHEREAS, this reformatted Sierra Design Guide supersedes the document adoptedon October 26, 1982. 

 

 

THERFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts 

the reformatted Sierra Design Guide as shown in the attached Exhibit A.  

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado at a regular meeting of 

said Board, held the            day of                  2018, by the following vote of said Board: 

 

 Ayes: 

Attest: Noes: 

James S. Mitrisin Absent: 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors  

 

By: _____________________________________ _____________________________________ 

 Deputy Clerk Chair, Board of Supervisors 
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Reformatting Notes:   
 
1 Original document produced in 1981 not in electronic format.  Due to poor print quality,  
the original photographs could not be reproduced in reformatting this document.    
For purposes of consistency, photographs of similar buildings, features or architectural  
theme(s) were used whenever possible.   

 

2 For purposes of readability, minor layout/typeface changes have been made to various  
section(s) of this document.  However, no changes were made to the text.   
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FOREWORD 
 

 

 

As El Dorado County's population grows, there is a desire of the community 

that the standards of building design and aesthetic quality remain high. Well-

designed buildings and landscaping enhance the visual character of an area,  

reflect the values of a community and increase business and property values. 

The community is concerned about maintaining the scenic quality of the area, 

as well as providing the safety and welfare of the citizens. These qualities are 

affected by building design and the blending of structures to the building site. 

For these reasons, the Board of Supervisors has adopted a design review 

ordinance which includes design guidelines for development in the foothills, as  

well as the Sierra. 

To insure that a proposed project meets the development policies of the  

area plans, the developer and El Dorado County staff will compare the proposed 

project design with those established development policies. 

The implementation of the requirements for Design Review and area plan 

should assure pleasing and appropriate development for the community. 
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DESIGN REVIEW 
 
 
 
 

The Design Review ordinance is intended to regulate design, as well as establish 

aesthetic considerations within designated districts judged to be of special interest, 

natural beauty or which contribute to the County's character and tourist economy. 

The Sierra Design Guide describes the architectural styles and standards which  

the Board of Supervisors would like to see typified by new construction in the area.   

It applies only to sites and buildings within districts defined and designated on  

County zoning maps as "Design Sierra". 

The ordinance requires a developer to submit detailed site and building plans.   

He is advised to hold informal talks with County officials in advance to determine  

what information is required and the necessary amount of detail. 
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The detailed site and building plans must include landscaping, along 

with elevations of proposed buildings and information on such features as 

signs.  Those plans are submitted to the County's Planning Department 

which forwards them to the Building Department for plan check review. 

The County Planning Director shall, with the aid and advice of an Area 

Design Review Committee where established, review the submitted plans 

and determine whether they meet the Design Review ordinance, the 

development policies of the general plan and this Design Review Guide. 
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This buildup can also occur in the eaves of a pitched roof. The snow 

nearest the roof surface, heated by the building below and further 

warmed by the blanket of snow above, melts and runs towards the eaves. 

But at the eaves, the roof is coldest and the melting snow meets the 

outside cold. So it again freezes to form a line of icicles which, in a few 

temperature swings, will become a dam, backing up water on the roof. 

Snow loads on roofs need particular consideration because they 

seldom occur uniformly.  Sierra snow typically slips off the south side of 

even a low pitched roof, but remains on the north.  Wind will strip snow 

from the ridge of a roof while it continues to build up at the eaves. Roofs 

often carry heavy snow on the over hangs and little inside the wall line 

due to a combination of ice damming and wind stripping of the ridge. 

The Uniform Building Code that is most commonly used in the  

Sierra makes reference to snow load requirements. The designer must 

refer to Section 2305 (d) of the Uniform Building Code. 

 
 

 

 

         -6- 
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BUFFERING 

 
 
 

Screening and buffering may be required to reduce  

or eliminate the potential conflicts and nuisances that  

some land uses cause to others and where different land 

uses are adjacent to each other. 

Industrial, commercial and high density residential 

land uses may be required to be screened from each other 

as well as adjacent single family residential areas by use of 

dense landscaping, earth berms and fences so that noise, 

light glare, and other visual disturbances are minimized. 

Where some types of land use front on and can be 

viewed from a public road, the use of buffers and other 

screening techniques may be required to shield areas where 

there is outside storage of materials and equipment. 

When new developments are proposed to be located 

in existing neighborhoods, the project should not be sited 

to overlook adjacent homes.  The new structures should 

also be located so that the buildings do not block the sun's 

light to the adjacent parcels. 
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A good designer should consider locating the parking  

to the rear or side of a building rather than in the front.   

For a large development, a parking area's apparent size can 

be reduced by dividing it into several smaller lots or placing  

it on more than one level. 

 

Outdoor Parking 

Parking lots in the foothills and the Sierras must be 

designed to facilitate snow removal or they will become 

unusable during the winter.   The lot design should provide 

for cars to be either parked in the center and snow plowed  

to the edges, or the cars parked to one side and the snow 

plowed to the other. 

Layout of buildings, roads and parking areas should 

facilitate the movement of snow removal equipment.  

Repeated stopping, starting and reversing of plows can 

reduce their efficiency.  With the ground completely covered, 

a plow operator cannot see clutter below the snow.  Avoid 

pipes, wheel stops, berms, low railings, etc., in parking lots 

for the plow will often clear them along with the snow. 

-17- 
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than the perimeter type. They also make it difficult to 

protect heating and plumbing lines and produce dry 

ground beneath the structure which is subject to erosion 

by spring runoff. 

Utilities:  Utilities should be installed underground 

to avoid icing and for aesthetic reasons. If telephone 

or electric service comes in overhead, it should 

approach at the ridge line of the roof so that it 

cannot be broken by snow sliding from the roof.   

Mechanica1 equipment and utilities should be 

designed so that all equipment, including meter 

boxes, are a part of the structure and adequate 

screening should be provided. 

Balconies and Windows:  Roof designs should 

ensure that snow cannot be slumped onto balconies, 

doors or walkways, Wet snow, falling from 30 feet, 

can endanger life and limb besides collapsing 

structures.  Even a drip line from the eaves can 

produce dangerous icing where people pass. 

   -24- 
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Balconies should be protected by roof overhangs 

and doorways by porches. Porches also help to 

prevent the introduction of snow and rain into a 

building when the door is opened.  Windows 

need shielding by a combination of overhangs, 

shutters and drapes.  Glass is subject to 

breakage by falling snow at the first floor and by 

inturning icicles at the eave lines.  Windows 

absorb a large amount of heat by day due to the 

relatively unfiltered sunlight plus reflections off 

the snow and they lose a lot of heat at night into 

the clear cold skies. 

Energy Conservation:  Design should minimize 

the need for mechanical heating and cooling.  

Wherever possible, use sunlight for heating and 

illumination, and natural ventilation for shading 

and coolness. 
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